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Ee Ww NVNARHIGO ‘rR <= a Better Cola anne 


AMERICA’S FINEST STRAIN OF JAPANESE IRIS 


Marhigo Iris developed here at Walter Marx Gardens are the 
result of 15 years of intensive breeding work. By crossing the best 
Higo varieties, Japan’s finest strain of iris kaempferi, with leading 
American strains and subsequent inter-breeding each year of only 


the best seedlings, we now proudly offer a new 
American strain of Japanese iris superior 

to any competition today. 

Don’t miss this opportunity 

to have some of the most 

beautiful and largest iris you 

ever saw in your garden this 

year. 


r 4 
Marhigo 
seedlings 
depicting 
the quality 
you can 
expect from 
the plants 
we send 
you. 


@ 107 ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS 


never before offered 


ONE YEAR OLD MARHIGO SEEDLINGS 


For the first time we offer flower lovers our Marhigo plants 

grown from 1954 hand-pollinated seeds. Some should bloom 

this year and all will bloom in 1957. Each successive gen- 
eration has shown marked progress here so 
you can expect some fine new things from 
these latest seedlings. The price we ask is 
ridiculously low for the high quality of these 
plants and we do not expect to make such an 
offer again. 


[]10 PLANTS ...$3.00 
[]2o0 PLANTS ...$5.00 


Postpaid 


@ SELECTED MARHIGO IRIS 


These are the cream of the crop 
that were tagged last year when in 
bloom for outstanding colors, size 
and form. Every collection will 
include the following colors in 
immense flowers up to 11 
inches in diameter: RED, 
ORCHID, BLUE, PUR- 
PLE, VEINED, STIP- 

PLED AND WHITE. 


C1] 7 HEAVY 
CLUMPS $5.95 


7 different colors 
as stated above 


The new 


MARHIGO IRIS 
are available 
only from 
WALTER MARX 
GARDENS. 


JAPANESE 
IRIS Bloom in 
June and July 

after the other 
lrises are past. 


MARCH Ist OUR BIG COLOR CATA- 
LOG WILL BE READY FOR MAILING 


64 pages with almost 100 color illustrations fea- 
turing The World's Most Comprehensive Iris list- 
ing and our superior new MARHIGO strain of 
Japanese iris. Also complete collections of Day- 
lilies, Dwarf Hardy Asters, Lilies and other Peren- 
nials. If you wish to receive a copy please include 
25c with your request to cover handling and mail- 
ing costs. 


Widlich WDaer GARDENS 


Grower of the World's Finest Japanese Iris 


BOX 38-F, BORING, OREGON 
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| IT SURE WAS SWELL OF JOHN TO 
ci) TELL US ABOUT THIS SOIL TEST KIT.| 
‘ . '\) NOW OUR GARDEN WON'T BE A 
aS } FLOP AGAIN THIS YEAR. 
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YES-AND WE'RE SURE PROUD OF THESE | 
TOMATOES. ALL OUR FRIENDS ENVY US ! | 
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How You Can Make 


ree ett? 


your SOIL 


IS THE ANSWER 


The prochess of all garden secrets can be yours, in 10 min- 
utes! This amazing Soil Test Kit tells sot what plant foods 
your soil needs—exactly how much fertilizer last year’s plants 
used up. Your flowers will be bigger, more colorful, more fra- 
grant. You’ll have more delicious vegetables, richer in vita- 
mins. More luxuriant shrubs and evergreens, a lush, velvety 
green lawn all season, so dense crabgrass cannot grow. 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


Even the best gardener can’t tell what his soil lacks just by look- 
ing at it. Using scads of fertilizer isn't enough—wrong kinds, or too 
much, do more harm than good. This Soil Test Kit is so easy to use 
you'll never again plant anything without it. You'll know how to 
help all your problem plants ( = at some, a. You'll 
get greater rewards from your y than ever ‘ore. Your gar- 
HORTICULTURAL SOIL TEST KIT den will be the show place of the neighborhood. Savings on fertilizer 
For those whese geen is thet hobby. bseetinns will more than pay for your Kit! 
we steel chest with carrying handle; weighs only 
ii Ibe. Simple, eaay tofoliow directions: chartsshow Easy as Reading a Thermometer 
needs of 225 different flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. NO KNOWLEDGE OF CHEMISTRY NEEDED—Even your first tests will * ; 
Makes over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus and be accurate and reliable! The only way you can “do-it-yourself.” ven tebe De ee mand — 
potash. Also tells whether lime is needed (pH), and Test your soil anytime, anywhere—in kitchen, garage, cellar or aan Gulia aantaeth aienpion 
how much. Big value, low cost—only $14.95. right out in the garden. You get the right answer, right away— return the Kit in 10 days and we'll 
what kind of fertilizer to use and how much, for every kind of send back the full purchase price. 
POPULAR GARDEN KIT F°r, the small plant you want to grow. Costs less than 10c a test! Don’t take a F 
garden—makes chance on failure or loss of prized plants. You'll 
same tests, over 50 of them, for nitrogen, phos- enjoy gorgeous flowers and bumper vegetables all 


phorus, potash and lime (pH). ’ : xx = spring, summer and fall, if you order your Sudbury 
in handsome case with clear lucite {| i a Soil Test Kit today. 
cover. Directions and charts show fag . 


needs of 125 different flowers, vege- 1 Bi,’ :! SEND NO MONEY °:« ©.°.. 


i ; plus postage— 
| ae ‘ “ ra or send check and we'll mail prepaid, saving you 
Only $5.89 : , ; from 50c to $3.55 in postal charges. 
eke eee ee es 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 270, South Sudbury, Mass. 
Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail: 
Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each 
Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each 


The best! Handsome, streamline, welded 
SUPER GeLUXE KIT Shepert Dandaome, streamline, welded Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 


ing solutions. Has carrying handle. Weighs only 12% Ibs. Most Send C.O.D. 
economical to use. Favorite of veteran gardeners, ficrists Send postpaid. plus postage. 
and nurserymen. (Pictured at left.) Only $29.95 


World’s Largest Makers of Soil Test Kits 
SUDBURY LABORATORY 


Write for, Box 270, South Sudbury, Mass. b OSs samanna owas cee 
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Plant your lilies now!—by Dr. S. L. Emsweller 

Gardens from seed packets—Annuals and plans by Marjorie P. Johnson 

Make one planting, enjoy it year after year—Perennials, by M. M. Graff 

If climate limits your gardening—Rhododendrons for the Midwest by 
David G. Leach. Also other regional tips 

Make a family eating-garden—Part I of three excerpts from The Kitchen 
Garden Book, by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard 

Home-grown strawberries taste best—by R. Milton Carleton 

These are everyone’s favorites—by Carol Sue Umbreit 

Look at these flowering trees—by Bernard Bridgers 

Grow evergreens in a nursery of your own—by John R. Rebhan 


GARDEN TECHNIQUES AND EQUIPMENT 


Give your plants a break—plant them right!—by T. H. Everett 
The hand tools for planting and cultivating . : 
Here is what a tractor can do for you—by William L. Meachem 
“But you have such wonderful soil”—How to make soil productive 
There should be a purpose for pruning—by T. H. Everett 

It pays to own the right pruning tools . 

Add life to your gasoline engine—by Wendell M. Fairbanks 
Directory of garden tools ‘ ‘ 

A few extra tools count 


FOR ALL GARDENERS 


Virginia’s historic gardens “ 
How to be an intelligent customer—by John R. Whiting 
Start your outdoor garden indoors now—How to grow plants from seed 


GARDENER INDOORS 


Sansevieria—A group of plants well suited to apartment dwellers 

Vogues in African-violets—A picture story by John J. Simpkins 

More than a mere geranium!—by Thomas L. Hosmer ‘ 

How to tell a beginner about flower arranging—by Isabel Zucker 

New peperomias—New varieties of an old house plant 

Five worthy African-violets—Outstanding new varieties 

The home greenhouse—by Victor Greiff 

Arrangements from a box of florist’s flowers—by Mareet Cochrane Cole 


DEPARTMENTS 


Readers’ Own Cormer ... 4 Booksfor Gardeners .... 
rR gi @ ee SY 5 See ke a” oe 
Northern Pointers . ... . 12 Garden Events 

Midwest Pointers ..... 18 Garden Workbench 

Southern Pointers .. . . . 22 #$™Modern Gardener ‘ 

West Coast Pointers . . . . 23 _ Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


. 





Circulation and Production Offices: 99 N. Broadway, —_ Lm, ¥. 
Editorial and Advertising Offices: 2049 Grand Central Terminal, New York 17, N. Y. 
Advertising Representatives 
Midwest: Cole & Mason, 605 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois 
e 1127 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 17, Calif. 
“. West Coast: Conaway & Klaner 244 California St., San Francisco 4, Calif. 
Cura®” / Terminal Sales Building, Portland 5, Oregon 


Address all communications about subscriptions to Cire ulation Manager, Flower Grower, Albany 1, N. When changing 
your —— report direct to Flower Grower, Albany 1, New York, rather than through your local Post Omee, giving your 
old and new address, and allow four to five ‘weeks for the first copy to reach you at the new address. 
Published entnty 4 Williams Press, Inc., 99-129 North Broadway, Albany, N. Y. Entered as second class matter at the 
ce at Albany, N. Y., Seats 21, 1932 under Act of March 3, 1879. Subscription price: U. S. and Canada 
1 peer $3.50; 2 years $6; 3 years $7. Mexico, Central and South America 1 year $4.50; 2 years $8; 3 years $10; O 
foreign countries 1 year $5.50; 2 years $9; 3 years $12.50 (Copyright 1956 by Williams Press, Inc.) Printed in U. 8. A 
Postmaster: If addressee has moved and new address is known notify Albany office. 


tte, 
2 
@ 


2 








Our Front Cover: Cali- 
fornia Gold, one of the 
newer large-cupped varieties 
of daffodils, is used in this de- 
lightful arrangement photo- 
graphed by Jeannette Gross- 
man for FLOWER GROWER. 
If your garden didn’t provide 
ample narcissus for cutting 
this spring plan now to order 
some for planting this fall. 
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A Wonderful Offer to Introduce You to the American Garden Guild Book Club! 


ep = ALL ABOUT AFRICAN VIOLETS 
Montague Free. America’s 

if foremost authority tells all 

z ou want to know about 

aintpaulias—soils, potting, 

propagation, etc. 111 photos show step- 

by-step culture plus 36 drawings in full 

color. Pub. ed. $3.50 

AUDUBON GUIDES. Most com- i 

plete guide ever published 

on land and water birds of 

Eastern and Central North 

America. Two books—Au- ~~ 

dubon Bird Guide and Au- 2 

dubon Water Bird Guide—one 732-page 

volume. 1,000 pictures of 533 species, 885 

in color by Don Eckleberry. Pub. $5.95 


COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS—F. F. Rock- 
well & Esther Grayson. How to use an- 
nuals to best effect, in successign planting 
and by themselves, for continuous flowers 
from spring to frost. Cultural information 
on 500 species and varieties. 320 pages, 
93 photos. Pub. 
COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS—F. F. Rock- 
well & Esther Grayson. Two of Amer- 
ica’s leading experts tell you everything 
about uses, cultivation and propagation 

of over 100 spe- 

cies, for outdoors 

and indoors. 334 

pages, 119 photo- 

graphs—31 in full 

color, 19 line draw- 
ings. Pub. edition $5.95 


BECORATING WITH 

HOUSE PLANTS — Ruth 

Gannon. Large 74%” by 

10%” book crammed 

with fascinating ways 

to decorate any room 

with indoor-growing 

plants, vines, bulbs, 

cacti, succulents, etc. 

Valuable information ] 

on selection and care, growing plants 
from seed, blooming periods, etc. Over 
100 oversize photographs and drawings— 
some in color! Pub. edition $5.00 


GARDEN DESIGN ILLUSTRATED 
Joha and Carol Grant. Big 
7%” by 10%” book. Complete 
up-to-date guide on modern 
landscaping design—from a 
small city plot to a country 
acre! Packed with step-by-step proce- 
dures, “show-how” photographs, helpful 
plans and sketches. Pub. ed. $5.75 
PRACTICAL GARDENING—Olive M. Gunni- 
son. Brand-new! A complete primer for 
the beginner in all phases of home gar- 
dening, with data on new methods, new 
materials and new varieties of plants and 
flowers. 384 pages, illustrated. Pub. $4.50 


TAYLOR’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING— 

Ed. by Norman Taylor, assisted by 68 ex- 

perts. New edition of the most complete 

garden reference book—now revised and 

enlarged with over a thousand new en- 

tries and many new sections! 1,225 pages, 

12,381 entries, 637 pictures. Pub. $5.00 

10,000 GARDEN QUESTIONS—Ed. 

by F. F. Rockwell. Whole field 

of gardening covered by 15 

experts in explicit questions 

and answers. All about plan- 

ning, planting and caring for 

flowers, shrubbery, fruits, vege- 

tables, lawns—soils, fertilizers, landscap- 

ing, pests, diseases, etc. Nearly 1,500 

pages, 400 pictures. Pub. ed. $4.95 

A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GARDENING— 
» Flower Grower Editors. Big 74%” by 
4” book packed with ideas, practical 

helps, pictorial delights for all gardeners. 

Stunning photos by Samuel Gottscho, in- 

formative articles by Robert Lemmon, 

F. F. Rockwell, Montague Free, many 

other experts. 173 potters, 67 in full 

color! Pub. ed. $7.5 





The Gardeners’ Own Book Club 


HE American Garden Guild Book Club 
offers you the best newly-published 
books in all fields of gardening—selected by 
an editorial panel of famous experts includ- 
ing Montague Free, former Horticulturist for 
the Brooklyn Botanical Garden and Fred F. 
Rockwell, well-known gardening authority. 
Club selections are beautifully printed and bound, 
o—, illustrated, often with ——— photos 
and paintings by famous horticultural — Yet 
they come to you at an average saving of 20% 
from the price of publishers’ editions! Selections are 
of ——— value and cover the entire range wot 
. fruits, trees, vegetables, 
shrubs, house plants, . birds, wild flowers, 
me, garden planning, building and care. But you 
y only the books you want! 
pay a thst in the American Garden Guild Book 
Club requires no dues of any kind. You do not even 
have to take a book every month. As few as 4 beoks 
in 24 months—yes, only 4 books during your first 
two years as a member—are all you agree to buy! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS 
One for Every Fourth Selection You Buy! 
With every fourth book you select, the Club — 


den book of special value and interest. Usually 
worth $3.00 each or more, these FREE Bonus Books 
represent big extra savings on your purchases. 
Send No Money—Accept This Offer Now! 
Send no money—just mail the coupon. We will 
send you any two books you choose from this page— 
value up to $13.45 in publishers’ editions—and you 
will be billed only $2.89. (We pay postage.) There- 
after, you will receive regularly the Club's: illus- 





for 
only 


CHOOSE ANY 2 
OF THESE PRACTICAL 
aN ith tele) Ctl ie. 


"13.45 VALUE 


ES, take ANY TWO of the 

beautiful and useful garden 
books on this page—for less than 
the price of one! With this money- 
saving offer is included FREE 
membership in the American Gar- 
den Guild Book Club—the Club 
that brings you the garden books 
you need—at special low mem- 
bers’ prices. 


SAVES YOU MONEY ON 
THE NEW GARDEN BOOKS 


the forth- 


Book Club, Garden City, New York. 
Poesr esses eee2eace 
MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 

Dept. 3-FG, Garden City, New York 

Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, 

paid, the two books checked below—and bill me ONLY 
$2.89 FOR BOTH. 


All About African Violets 
Audubon Guides 


Complete Book be Annuals 
Complete Book of Bulbs 
Decorating with House Plants 
Garden Design Illustrated 


10,000 Garden 
A Treasury of American Gardening 


Also send me my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, 
telling me about the new forthcoming Club selections. I 
may notify you in advance if I do not wish the fol- 
lowing month's selection. The purchase of books is 
entirely voluntary on my part. I am not obligated to 
accept more than 4 books in 24 months of membership. 
I pay nothing except the price of each selection I ac- 
cept (club pays postage)—and, with every fourth selec- 
tion, I am to receive FREE your current Bonus Book. 
NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 
books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 


Mr. 
Mrs. Please 


Print 
Miss 
Address. 








State 
Selection price slightly higher in Canada. Address 
American Garden Guild (Canada), 105 Bond Street, 
Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good only in U.S. & Canada 




































FREE 
MIRACLE GREEN 
SEED-0-GUN 
with each 5 Ib. 
package of 
Miracle Green 

Treated 


* MERION BLUEGRASS 
 ° SUPER 
HIGH ak 
BLEND 
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Visit America’s 























YOUR LAWN, planted or fe-seeded with 
Miracle Green, the green coated, “Life-pro- 
tected” lawn seed, can match the most luxuri- 
ant lawns anywhere. 

In test plots, under identical conditions, 
Miracle Green produced 2656 plants while a 
first-quality untreated seed produced only 1302 
plants. The Miracle Green lawn was more than 
twice as thick. 

“Life-protected” by a green chemical coat- 
ing, Miracle Green Seed resists the soil diseases 
(fungi, rot, bacteria) that destroy untreated 
seeds. And the vigorous growth of Miracle 
Green Treated Seed will help choke out crab 
grass and weeds. 

Miracle Green costs no more than other 
quality mixtures. More dealers than ever before 
now stock Miracle Green. Select the blend 
best suited to your conditions at your dealer’s. 
Be sure you get the green seed—Miracle Green. 
Sows BEST by TEST. Easy to use. Short, quick strokes 
spread just the right amount of seed evenly and smoothly. 

MIRACLE GREEN, INC. 
1218 WEST 8TH STREET KANSAS CITY, MO. 

























Lams be 


IND inspiration in the famous buildings, historic shrines, and beautiful 
gardens in the colonial capital of Virginia where Thomas Jefferson, Patrick 
Henry, and other great patriots lived. 
Arms and Chowning’s. 
houses—golf, tennis and cycling. 


Williamsburg Lodge & Taverns—Double from $6.00 
Williamsburg Inn & Cottages—Double from $10.00 


Dine in its unusual taverns—King’s 
Fine lodgings at modern hotels and colonial guest 


: write direct, see travel agent or Williamsburg 


Reservation Office, 630 Fifth Ave., N. Y. Telephone Circle 6-6800. 


if 
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Readers’ 


Own Corner 


Christmas Cactus 





Dear Editor: 
The article in the December 
FLOWER Grower, “Christmas Cactus Still 
a Top Favorite,” was especially interesting 
to me as I had a Christmas cactus that is 
very old and very large. It became too 
large for my small house, so I gave it to 
my daughter-in-law who has plenty of 
room. It is now fully a yard across and 
has dozens of blossoms, hanging like bells, 
and literally hundreds of buds. 

The lady who gave it to me said she had 
had it seventeen years. I have had it about 
thirty years, which would make it well up 
to fifty years of age—FLORENCE V. Gray, 
Mt. Desert, Maine. 


issue of 


















The First Patented Rose 


Dear Editor: 

I thoroughly enjoyed your February 
issue, especially the wonderful section de- 
voted to roses. However, I was mystified 
by the statement in the article on the 
Queen of Flowers that LA FRANCE was the \ 
first patented rose. Surely you must mean 
it was the first hybrid tea to be named. 

This was in 1867. 

Patents for plants are another thing. 

The rose NEw Dawn was the first plant to ( 
be patented—in the United States in 1930. i 

Otherwise, congratulations on a fine 

issue!—Harry D. Byer, Los Angeles, Calif. 







(Editor’s Note: Reader Byer is, of course, 
right. So was Senior Editor Free’s original 
manuscript. Let's blame those gremlins in | 
the type room.) 











Bouquets from Garden Clubs 





Dear Editor: i 

FLOWER GROWER offers a tremendous h 
amount of interesting material which I { 
have urged the newly organized garden } 
clubs to use to advantage.—Mrs. FRANK 
FULLER, President, ee Garden Club, 
Alabama. 





Dear Editor: 

We want to congratulate you on spon- 
soring something (the FLOWER GROWER 
Garden Club Publications Awards—see the 
November, 1955, issue), the benefit of 
which is easily recognized in the general 
improvement of the garden club maga- 
zines. Your contest is a fine incentive.— 
Mrs. WENDELL D. ALLEN, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 






Dear Editor: 
Your splendid magazine is a source of 
great information on all garden subjects 
and is read by many people here.—Mkrs. 
CAROLINE WHITEHEAD, Penticton, B. C. 






FLOWER GROWER 


Amazing New Automatic Gardener 
Wipes Out Crabgrass, Weeds and Insects 


-Fertilizes Your Entire Garde 


How would you like to have the greenest, thickest, lushest lawn in your 


neighborhood . 


. without crabgrass, chickweed or any other weed to mar 


the beauty of that lawn? How would you like to see your trees, your 
shrubs, your vegetables, your flowers, your whole garden burst forth into 
the healthiest, most luxurious bloom you've ever seen? How would you 
like to have that breathtaking lawn and garden free of bugs and insect 
pests? And how would you like to enjoy this garden of your dreams this 


very season.. 
money... 
to turn on a faucet! 


Amazing New Invention Practically 
Grows Your Garden For You! 


Pictured at the right is the Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener. With this amaz- 
ing new invention attached to your 
hose faucet you can free your lawn 
and borders of crabgrass . . . without 
bending down to dig up a single weed 
. . » Without endangering your grass 
and shrubs with deadly chemicals. . . 
without dragging around a heavy tank 
or sprayer! Easily and scientifically, 
you can kill every common type of 
bug and insect that threatens your 
lawn, garden, trees, etc. Your lawn 
grows thicker, greener, richer in just 
seven days. Vegetables, shrubs, trees, 
flowers burst into the most luxurious 
bloom you've ever seen! 


Twist of the Wrist Keeps Your Lawn, 
Borders and Rose Beds Free of 
Crabgrass and Weeds 


All you do is attach the Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener to your hose 
faucet and screw on the bottle of 
liquid Hydromix Crabgrass and Weed 
Preventer. Then turn on your sprink- 
ler. That's all! While you sit back and 
read the Sunday paper, the Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener directs the amaz- 
ing new Hydromix Crabgrass and 
Weed Preventer thru your sprinkler 
and onto your lawn. Because it kills 
only sprouting seed, you can use the 
Hydromix Crabgrass and Weed Pre- 
venter as directed on your lawn, 
shrubs, trees, even on roses. 


Just 2 minutes of your time can 
make your crabgrass-choked lawn as 
weed-free as the finest golf green! 


New Way To Fertilize Your 
Lawn and Garden 


While other gardeners spend hours 
wrestling with heavy sacks of fer- 
tilizer, trudging up and down their 
lawn in the hot sun pushing their 
spreaders — you can sit back and 
watch your entire lawn and garden 
fertilized for you! And what fertilizer! 
The most highly concentrated liquid 
plant food ever offered to the home- 
owner! So high in nitrogen content — 
it shows i ing of lawns 
— but that’s not all! ‘Hydromix Liquid 
Fertilizer also contains phosphoric 
acid and potash—all in a scientifically 
balanced formula to insure the sturdi- 
est, healthiest growth. Not a powder 
— but a liquid formula all prepared 
and ready to use. 


Easy To Rid Your Lawn Even of 
Established Crabgrass 
That’s right — with miraculous Hydro- 
mix Liquid “‘Sodar”’ Crabgrass Killer! 
It’s a concentrated solution of di- 
sodium methyl arsonate — the first 
and only truly selective crabgrass kill- 





- without hard work, without spending a lot of time and 
without expending any more extra effort, in fact, than it takes 


er ever developed. With just a few 
waves of your hose, you can actually 
eliminate crabgrass even on grounds 
so overrun you cuddatt.enn tee aa 
So even if you miss some spots with 
the Weed Preventer, you can still 
eliminate crabgrass later — without 
harm to desirable grasses! 

Here's An Easy Way To Kill 
Every Type of Common Garden Insect! 
Now you can kill every 
common bug and insect 
threatens your Bsr shrubs, ever- 





mosquitoes! Just attach 





— bottle of Hydromix Garden In- 


WHAT A WAY TO GARDEN! 


While this gardener relaxes in 
his lawn chair, a new miracle of 
science does 


common 
threa 


type of 


ype out every 
sect that 
garden—and even 


your 
fertilizes your lawn for you. 























Turn A hose into a Power Spraye 
. protect the most inaccessi ie 

plants ‘trem bugs and ! 
secticide to your Hydromix Automatic 
Gardener, and turn on your faucet. 
With a wave of your hose, you can 
spray your tree tops... all the way 
up to 30 feet in the air! For vegetables 
and delicate flowers, use the special 
mist nozzle. It screws on to the end 
of your hose and directs a fine, fan- 
like mist that covers and protects 
your plants! 
Use With Any A ge Water Pr e 
No matter how much or how little 
water flows from your faucet .. . the 
Hydromix Automatic or ot Higa always 


mixes the right of Hy 








Read how a few waves of your wrist 
can make the difference Lape 9 
under-size, tasteless vegetables and 


harvest of 


THYDROMIX DIVISION. 


mouth-watering beauties! 


DOGGETT-PFEIL CO., Dept. FG-3, Springfield, NJ. 
Please send me HYD 


man p 
charge 


must satisfy me in 


every way — or I may return it within 90 
I days for full purchase price refund. 


WHILE YOU READ THE 
SUNDAY PAPER! 


IMPROVED 
FOR 1956 


No pow- 
ders to 
mix! 
Nothing 
to meas- 
ure! Ev 
formula- 
tion in 
-to- 
use liquid 
form. 
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PRODUCT 





FREE Automatic Goren, oe -# 
nay oe a ae 


Hydromix 1 Cooter race Biller, ety 0z.; 
—~ Liguid —. af: 


0%.; 
lar $13.41 value 


bat p— > this Special ntroductory Price 





chemicals for you . . ientifically, 
accurately, pO And you 
never have to worry about “feed- 
back” into your water supply, be- 
cause of the automatic check valve. 
Mail Coupon Now For 90-Day 
Free Trial! 
Send now for 90-day free-trial of any 
or all of these amazing new Hydromix 
products. Use them on your lawn and 
garden with this guarantee. You must 
be absolutely delighted with these 
Hydromix products, or you get your 
money back! But you must act im- 
mediately. Mail no-risk coupon now! 
Special! Hydromix Automatic 
Gardener Yours FREE! 

To introduce you to these amazing 
new Hydromix BS penne Doggett- 
Pfeil have prepared a special kit ; con- 


AUTOMATIC GARDENER = containing} 


COMPLETE 
KIT ONLY 
$9.46 


(You Save 
$3.95) 





Use Spoces Below to Order Hydromix Products Separately 








Hydromix Automatic Gardener 





Hydromix Garden Insecticide (8 oz.) 

Hydromix Garden Insecticide (Economy Qt.) 

ae jews <. Noe Spray (8 oz.) 
__treats 500 sq. f 


1.45 
3.95 
1.45 





Pn — & — Spra 
(Econom: .) treats 4 000-6. 000 sq. ft. 


3.95 





Hydromix Crabgrass & Weed Preventer 
(8 oz.) treats 1,000 sq. ft. 


1.95 





_ Crabgrass & Weed Preventer 
y Quart) treats 4,000 sq. ft. 








= Liquid ° ‘Sodar”’ Crabgrass Killer 
(8 02.) treats 1,000 sq. ft 


1.69 





Hydromix Liquid ‘‘Sodar”’ Crabgrass Killer 
HY(Boonomy Quart) treats 4.000 sq. ft. 


4.50 





Hydromix jaamee Fertilizer 
(Quart) treats 2,000 sq. ft. 


1.79 





Hydromix Laud Fertilizer 
(Gallon) treats 8,000 sq. ft. 





Hydromix Mist Nozzle 





taining all the Hyd 
described above. During this eo 7 
ductory offer, it is yours 

$9.46 ... a savings of 33,951 “Act 





4.50 
20 











VE MORE! Check here if you are 


losing full t now. We pay 
at pt and postage charges. Same money back guarantee. 





now to take advantage of this P 
offer! It saves you the full price of 
the Hydromix Automatic Gardener! 


Doggett-Pfeil Co., Springfield, N. J. 
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Don't Buy a ee 
Power Garden Equipment 


There’s no need to get two, three, or more power units to till and cultivate your 
garden, mow your lawn, remove snow, saw firewood, and do other work around 
your home. ROTO-HOE was designed right at the start to make use of many in- 
tegrally-built attachments. A// use the same dependable 2 h.p. motor. They'll work 
all year for you at a fraction of the cost of other equipment—and continue to work 
year after year. 


DELUXE MODEL 148 ROTO-HOE 


The pioneer front-mounted rotary tiller, first built in 1936, ROTO- 
HOE has always led the way in new developments, designed-for- 
the-job attachments, and improved features. The dozens of other 
manufacturers who have tried to imitate ROTO-HOE in the past 
few years are the best evidence in the world of the soundness of the 
basic ROTO-HOE idea—and of the popularity ROTO-HOE en- 
joys among tens of thousands of America’s home owners, garden- 
ers, and farmers. 


ATTACHMENTS GIVE YOU YEAR ‘ROUND USE—AT LOWEST COST! 


All these attachments are integrally designed to use the basic ROTO-HOE 
power unit—give you maximum usefulness all year at lowest cost. Simply 
loosen one bolt, remove ROTO-HOE cultivator unit and attach any of these 


in its place. And you can get any combination of these now or at any future 


time you wish! 

<a NEW PREMIER MODEL 
2200 SELF-PROPELLED 
TWIN ROTO-CUTTER 


World's Finest Rotary Mower. This 
beautiful new model is ROTO-HOE’s 
answer to the demand for the finest in 
self-propelled rotary mowers. 

A further improvement on the famous 
Model 55 ROTO-CUTTER*, of which 
thousands are in use nationwide, it now 
even propells itself. New, most scientifi- 
cally designed twin cutting blades are 
Safer, easier to sharpen, and smoother 
cutting. Cuts a full 22” width—which 
means many fewer trips required to cover 
your lawn. Attachment costs only $49.50 
to add to your ROTO-HOE, or may be 
purchased as a complete unit. 


ROTO-ZEPHYR SPRAYER 


5 gallon tank with special phosphor 
bronze pump, hose and adjustable spray 
nozzle. Ideal for spraying insecticides, 
fungicides, fertilizers around home and 
garden. This attachment complete only 
$79. 


ROTO-BUZZ SAW 


This attachment converts ROTO-HOE in- 
to a most efficient and speedy cordwood 
saw. 16” blade, tilting table, angle and 
tubular steel frame. Cuts even hardest 
woods easily. Complete with blade, guard 
and V-belt, this attachment costs only 
$44.75. 


MODEL 55 (Push-Type) 
ROTO-CUTTER 


This is the model that has met with such 
Outstanding success and enthusiasm all 
over the U.S. and Canada. Cuts a full 20” 
width, smooth, easy to wheel as a baby 
carriage, and easy to sharpen. Attaches 
to the basic ROTO-HOE Power Unit in 
seconds with specially-designed Bullet 
Hitch. Costs only $34.50 to add to 
ROTO-HOE; or may be purchased sep- 
arately as a complete mower unit only, 
and the tiller and other attachments 
added later. 


SAFE-SPEED EDGER 


Trims and edges lawns, gardens, drives, 
walks. Can also be used to till small 
plots or gardens. This attachment only 
$27.50. 


SNOW DENSA-THROWER 


As this ad appears a new model Snow 
Densa-Thrower is just being perfected, 
which is superior to the previous model 
know as the Roto-Sno Blower. A number 
of these new models have been built, 
tested, and are being used by customers 
as the final “‘acid test’’. We believe this 
is the finest piece of snow removal equip- 
ment of its type available, and it too 
keeps in the price range you can easily 
afford. Clears a full 16” path each trip, 
biting into the snow, compressing it and 
throwing it up the chute and off several 
feet to either side desired. This attach- 
ment complete costs only $74. 





Ameritas Loader in Lawn & Carden Equipment 


FLOWER GROWER 








IT’S EASY TO FIGURE COST OF 
ANY COMBINATION YOU WANT 


You simply add together the prices shown, 
remembering that the same power unit operates 
all these attachments. For example, the cost of 
the Premier Model 2200 
Twin ROTO-CUTTER is .... $49.50 
Power unit... 
Total 


IT’S SIMPLE, SOUND COMMON SENSE 


The first Roto-Hoes were designed, built, and sold when there 
was nothing else of a similar nature available at a price within 
the average home gardener’s reach. Sales boomed and the re- 
sulting volume made possible big savings in production costs. 
Thus ROTO-HOE was able to hold its retail price at the orig- 
inal $134., for a complete ROTO-HOE, in spite of con- 
stantly increasing materials and labor costs. At the same time, 
the high quality of the machine was maintained and even im- 
proved. 


We believe ROTO-HOE still represents 


MOST and BEST for the MONEY 


in the Power Garden Equipment Field 


- & 
$131.50 
or the DeLuxe Model 
ROTO-HOE tiller unit .... 52. 
Power unit.... 82. 
Total $134. 
All others are figured the same way. 


Note that you can purchase the ROTO-HOE 
power unit and several different attachments 
for less than the cost of a single-purpose ma- 
chine of other quality makes. 


For the Larger Home & Garden... 
THE MODEL 300 ROTO-HOE LINE 


This larger, more powerful equipment was designed along similar lines to 
the DeLuxe Model 148 ROTO-HOE, to fill the needs of larger gardens, 
homes, estates and farms. Now use-tested for over two years, it has had a 
most enthusiastic reception by customers, and has proven itself the outstand- 
ing value in its power class. 

The Model 300 ROTO-HOE has two-speed power drive in the special trac- 
tion wheels, and gives wider area of cultivation, yet is still narrow enough for 
between-row cutivating. The 3.3 h.p. motor has plenty of power to do a fine 
tilling and cultivating job in most all soils. Teeth rotate independently of 
speed of wheels. The complete ROTO-HOE, Model 300 costs only $233.50— 
far less than any other equipment of equal quality and capacity. 


INTEGRALLY-DESIGNED ATTACHMENTS FOR MODEL 300 











NEW Model 2600 Twin ROTO-CUT- 
TER, has twin cutting blades; newest, 
most scientifically designed knives. 
These knives are safer, cut smoother, 
and are easier to sharpen. Height of 
cut is easily, quickly adjusted. Cuts a 
full 26” wide and trims up close to 
trees, walls, other objects. This attach- 
ment adds for only $64. 


RIDING SULKY for the 2600 ROTO- 
CUTTER, Steering Type, only $39.50 


High Torque EDGER, makes it easy 
to keep lawn, driveway, walk, or border 
neatly edged. Slices a narrow strip along 
edge; depth is quickly adjusted. At- 
taches in seconds with the famous Bul- 
let Hitch. Edger attachment only $27.50 


ROTO-ZEPHER SPRAYER solves the 
spraying problem readily. 5 gal. tank 
on 2 wheel platform, specially designed 
pump and nozzle, 15 ft. of hose. At- 
taching in a flash, this attachment costs 
only $79. 
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SNOW DENSA-THROWER. Clears a 
16” path at each trip, throwing snow 
up chute and off to either side. (similar 
to model for DeLuxe ROTO-HOE on 
opposite page.) This attachment for 
only $74. 

ROTO-BRUSH SAW, has 20” blade, 
will operate in horizontal or vertical 
plane. Will cut down trees, trim 
branches, or cut brush. This complete 
attachment converts the Model 300 to 
a high-quality saw outfit in a few sec- 
onds; cost of attachment $48. (A spe- 
cial tilting table which converts this 
saw to a cordwood saw, is available 
for $19. more.) 


SEND TODAY FOR 
FREE COLOR BROCHURE 


Each of the 3 ROTO-HOE lines men- 
tioned is fully described in a new full 
color brochure, which tells more than 
space here permits. Send the coupon 
at right today, for the folder(s) in which 
you are interested. We'll also send you 
name of nearest dealer where you can 
arrange for a free demonstration. 





SMALLER LOT? 


IF your home grounds and garden are 
too small for either of these ROTO- 
HOE lines, you may be interested in 
the “Hummin’ bird” ROTO-HOE. Has 
many attachments, 2 h.p. specially de- 
signed horizontal cultivator, and is a 
really outstanding value at a price so 
low you'll hardly believe it. 








MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


—— ee ew ee ow aw em ae ee ee ee 
To 
ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. FG356 
Box 1, Newbury, Ohio 


Please send me the following ROTO-HOE brochure(s), 
and name of nearby ROTO-HOE dealer: 

O Deluxe Model 146 O Model 300 

CO “Hummin’ bird’ Model 


Bt. G NOs 2 -ccnccccccccccccccesseesece seeeeeeee 


City, Zone, State 








EVONYMUS 
SHRUBS... 


for Modern 
Landscape Design 


Four distinctly different types of BROADLEAF EVERGREEN evonymus— 
for formal and informal plantings 


EMERALD LEADER EMERALD PRIDE 
(Pat. 881) — berried, ovoid form (Pat. 1073) — compact bush type 


EMERALD CHARM EMERALD CUSHION 

(Pat. 1079) — narrow columnar shape (Pat. 1112) — low dwarf shrub 

Most versatile as hedge plants, foundation or ornamental shrubs. Require little shearing or 
shaping . . . no staking. High disease resistance — drought endurance — low temperature 
adaptability — resistant to dog damage. 

Order Now from your local Nurseryman, or write direct fo... 





Acer 
Platanoides 
Schwedleri 


: This year plant Crimson King, the 
Nigra 


most beautiful of all shade trees. 
It is the only variety in existence 
that retains its rich, deep color 
throughout the entire growing 
season... foliage opens dark 
crimson in the spring and re- 
mains brilliant until leaves fall in 
autumn. 


Crimson King is easily recognized 
by the glistening, satiny sheen of 
its lovely dark red foliage. The 
distinctive, deep color of this 
magnificent specimen tree creates 
an exciting contrast to grass and 
shrubs throughout the spring, 
summer and fall. Hardy and eas- 
ily grown, excellent for large or 
small lawns. 


Reader Ideas 


STUMP PLANTING 
from Mrs. C. Ludvigsen (Mont. ) 


A few years back we bought a nice 
old homestead but when we got ready to 
plant, we found a large stump sitting 
smack in the center of the spot where 
we wanted a flower border. It looked 
like too much work to remove it so we 
planted it. 

We hollowed out the rotting top and 
filled it with good soil and planted 
geraniums in the cool depths. At the 
base we planted climbing nasturtiums 
and a short distance away several varie- 
ties of day-lilies. 

All the plants responded quickly, and 
what we once thought would be an eye- 
sore has now become one of the striking 
features in our perennial border. 


TREES FROM SEED 
from Ray L. Claridy (Ga. ) 


Most American gardeners love trees 
and shrubs—millions are planted each 
year. But the real thrill and satisfaction 
comes from watching them grow from 
tiny seeds, into things of beauty and 
usefulness. 

Starting’ trees and shrubs from seeds 
is very easy and is an inexpensive way 
to acquire plants. One of the main re- 
quirements, though, is patience, as many 
are very tardy in germinating. Slow- 
starters should be planted in a secluded 
bed which will not be disturbed for two 
or three years, and the seedlings should 


be removed from time to time as they 
appear. Most seeds will germinate 
within a year, however. 

A good soil for starting tree and shrub 
seeds is one composed of equal parts of 
good garden soil or humus and coarse 
sand. A frame should be constructed 
over the bed to hold a common wire 
screen. The screen prevents rain from 
beating directly on the soil. As the rain- 
drops hit the wire they are broken up 
into a fine spray. 


FOR SALE AT ALL 
LEADING NURSERIES 
AND GARDEN STORES 


Not genuine 


! H The seed is best sown in the fall— 
without this tag 


about twice as deep as the seed is thick. 
When the plants are removed from the 
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- SPECIAL RESULTS 


+a your LAWN & GARDEN 





acrico Special’ 


ONLY AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant 
Foods have these special “fitted formu- 
las” to give your grass and plants the 
SPECIAL ELEMENTS they need to 
boost growth best—not supplied by 
any “all purpose” or ‘“‘one-element’’ 
fertilizers. Unless you use the Special- 
Purpose AGRICO “‘fitted”’ to their spe- 
cial needs, your lawn and plants may 
suffer from a deficiency of certain ele- 
ments...and you won’t get the thrilling 
SPECIAL RESULTS you want and can 
have! 


“PROFESSIONAL” RESULTS— Many 
nurseries, landscape gardeners, golf 
courses—as well as thousands of home 
owners use AGRICO Special-Purpose 
Plant Foods for rich, green, velvety 
lawns, prize-winner flowers, county fair 
vegetables, trees heavy with choice 
fruit, bushes bursting with health and 
beauty. Do as the experts do—use 
AGRICO in your lawn and garden, 


Jor Special 


on ——— 


Salneeitiieeess anne Saale ick i'n 5 


= 
ee me 
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See how AGRICO-fed turf at right has strong 
heavy roots below ground and thick, luxuri- 
ous grass above. Atleft, improperly fed grass 
of same age, grown under same conditions, 
has weak, shallow roots below and poor, 
sparse growth above ground. Special- 
Purpose AGRICO makes the big difference! 


WITH 


PLANT FOODS 


ECONOMICAL! EASY TO USE! SAFE! 
Special-Purpose AGRICO Plant Foods 
cost you no more, give you special 
extra values per dollar and per pound— 
results count, because you invest the 
same amount of labor, time, seeds 
and plants. Be sure you use AGRICO. 


Full, detailed instructions on every pkg. 
Odorless! Pleasant to Use! 
Variety of sizes for your convenience— 
from 5 Ibs. for about 60¢ 
to 100 Ibs. at big savings. 


No matter what you’ ve used in the past, 
get AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant 
Foods this season and see the wonderful 
AGRICO difference in special results! 
Made only by— 


The AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICAL Co. 
New York 7, N. Y. 





AGRICO for LAWNS, 


TREES & SHRUBS 


For the ESTABLISHED LAWN... NEW 
LAWN...to REPAIR WORN & BARE 


AGRICO for TURF 


organic nitrogen— 


Golf Course Favorite! 
Contains 50% natural 
used 


AGRINITE— 100% Natural (not syn- 
thetic) Organic Plant Food. 
- Growth “PLUS” — 
Big hit with ners, 
nurserymen, courses 
—contains over 7% ni- 


SPOTS. Special combination of natural by many of the finest 
organic (not synthetic) nutrients to — — courses, wonderful 
produce thicker, greener grass with or your lawn. 
deeper, stronger roots. Also feeds 


trees and shrubs right! 


trogen—supplements 
other AGRICO feedings 
of lawns, gardens. Clean, 
odor-free, non-burning. 














AGRICO for BROADLEAF 
EVERGREENS 
—Azaleas & 
Acid-Loving 
Plants 

A ‘‘must’’ for 
acid-loving 
plants—builds 
up essential soil 
acidity in right 
balance. 


AGRICO ROSE FOOD 


ee ae 

= Specially formu- 
4 lated for the one 
special function 
of producing 
most perfect, 
gorgeous, prize- 
winner roses. 


Specially formu- 
lated to Ey me 
more and bigger 
flowers and vege- 
tables. Far more 
effective than 
*‘one-element”’ 
or “‘all-purpose”’ 
fertilizers. 


elements which 
may be left out 
lan 


a4 of r t 
oxi foods such as 
Mi bone meal, etc. 
Produces spec- 
tacular blooms! 



































seed bed, they should be put in a spot 
protected from the hot sun. I made a 
lath frame which I use to cover the tiny 
plants. In a few years the plants should 
be large enough for garden use. 

This kind of gardening is very inter- 
esting and has many possibilities. A 
seed bed 4 by 12 feet is large eough to 


FAST-GROWING 


SHRUBS FOR 
NEW HOUSES! 


RANCH HOUSES ¢ SPLIT LEVELS ¢ COLONIALS ¢ CONTEMPORARY HOUSES © REMODELINGS ¢ ETC. 





TWO Weigela Rosea. Truly a showpiece to 
flatter your home. Thrives in the sun—growing 
into a graceful plant 6-9 ft. high. In May and 
June you'll enjoy hundreds of dainty, deep red 
blossoms. 

ONE Double Mockorange. Lovely shrub grows 
4-6 ft. even in rugged city conditions. May and 
June find the long, slender branches heavily 
laden with pure white, double 2-inch blossoms 
of indescribable fragrance. 


ONE Cardinal Shrub. Enjoy brilliant floral 
beauty month after month with this shrub that 
grows taller than a man. . . blooms through- 
out spring, summer and fall. Thick green foli- 
age frames big trumpet-shaped red flowers. 


TWO Zabeli Honeysuckle. Profuse, wonderfully 

fragrant red flowers in spring and long-lasting 

red berries in fall are set off against blue-green 
leaves—to give you a marvelous color accent! 

| Sete finest-foliaged of all bush honey- 
suckles. 





TEN FLOWERING SHRUBS! 

We're almost “giving away’ this complete Do-It-Yourself “starter 
planting’...in order to introduce you to the HIGH QUALITY of 
Kelly Brothers Nursery stock... guaranteed to live and bloom! 


TWO Spiraea Van Houttei. Graceful low-grow- 
ing shrub, ideal for under-window or corner 
a. In May, the lovely arching, fountain- 
ke branches are completely wreathed with 
clusters of pure white flowers. 


TWO Coralberry Chenaulti. Grows to 3 or 4 
feet and thrives in shady places. In July, its 
gray-green foliage is covered with delicate pink 
flowers — followed by coral-colored berries 
that sparkle through the winter (and attract 
song-birds to your garden). 





aut 10 onty 





Enjoy Rich Floral Fragrance 


ALL SEASON LONG! 


NOW—at an unheard of low price—you can 
get the fast-growing ornamental plants you need 
to make your home an “‘estate’’ of new beauty 
and value! 

Here are graceful shrubs to enhance 
entranceways . low-growing beauties for 
under-window planting stately bushes 
to disguise unsightly areas. These carefully 
matched shrubs bloom at different times of the 
year—make your grounds an all-season show- 
place of changing colors and fragrances. 

You SAVE when you buy this complete 
assortment on this bargain offer, and you 
SAVE on landscaping by doing it yourself. 
We enclose easy-to-follow planting instructions 
plus complete cultural information for your 
locality. 


FREE HOW-TO-DO IT LANDSCAPE GUIDE 


New illustrated, fact-filled guide to landscap- 
ing and foundation planting. Easy-to-follow— 
tells you “‘what-where-how” to plant for best 
results. 


ALSO FREE—Kelly’s Color Catalog! 


Read all about hundreds of guaranteed peren- 
nials, improved ornamental shrubs, roses, 
berries, new dwarf fruit trees, fast-growing 
shade trees, etc. Natural color photographs! 


MUNATION PAN a 
Faye PLANTING: Wane Easy 


Only one kit 
fo a customer 
e+ With coupon 


This big package is easily a $20.00 value! 
But, as Kelly Brothers’ “76th Anniversary 
Special’’ we offer you the complete kit for just 
$5.95, postage paid. Every plant is 2 to 3 years 
old, 18 to 24 inches tall, guaranteed to thrive 
and bloom or we replace it free. Send coupon 
with only $5.95 foday! 


‘KELLY BROS: 
4-76 YEARS AS NURSERYMEN } 


Dept. FG-3, Dansville, New York 
Enclosed is $5.95, check or money order. ] 
Send my 10-plant “Landscaping Assort- 
ment,”’ postpaid, at proper planting time 
for my area. All plants are guaranteed to 
thrive and bloom or you will replace them 
free of charge. (Money back in 7 days for 
any reason.) Also send me FREE the new 
fact-filled LANDSCAPING GUIDE and 
your Spring 1956 COLOR CATALOG. 


LIMIT: Only One Package To A Customer 
Name.... 
Address. 

















hold from 10,000 to 12,000 seedlings. 


JUG GREENHOUSES 
from Mrs. S. S. Huffard, Sr., Va. 


Old gallon jugs make perfect minia- 
ture greenhouses for your rose cuttings, 


| flower and vegetable plants—even that 
| little bunch of parsley you always try 


so hard to keep for winter use. The jugs 
are just put on the plants on frosty 
nights and taken off during the day. 
The big problem is getting the bot- 
tom off the jug. There is a simple way. 
Tie two rounds of yarn string (it must 
be yarn) tightly and evenly as close to 
the bottom of the jug as possible. Satu- 
rate the strings with a brush dipped in 
gasoline. Set fire to the string and as 
soon as the string burns away dip the 
burned end of the jug in hot water. 
The bottom pops off leaving a smooth 
edge that is easily pressed into the soil. 
I grew my early cabbage, cauliflower 
and broccoli in my rose bed last year 
under the jugs. They give much more 
room for growth than regular fruit jars. 





Reader Ideas 


@ You will now have an opportu- 
nity to participate in your magazine 
in a new way. Rather than writing 
on one specific subject, send us good 
ideas from your own experience that 
will help fellow-readers make their 
gardening easier, more efficient or 
their gardens more beautiful. 

Let’s hear about gadgets you've 
made, tools you’ve improvised or 
unusual ways you employ imple- 
ments to speed or improve the main- 
tenance of your garden. The method 
you used to build a terrace, steps or 
other garden ornaments may be just 
what someone else is looking for. 
If you’ve found an unusual use for 
some plant or have achieved a color- 
ful combination in your outdoor or 
window-garden, let’s hear about it, 
too. 

For each idea that is published, 
you will receive $5.00 plus a copy 
of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening,” 
and an additional $5.00 for a draw- 
ing or photograph submitted and 
published to illustrate your idea. 
(Sorry, but no ideas can be returned.) 


Send Ideas To: 
Reader Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 
17, N. Y. 














Here’s the most popular 
SUMMER PERENNIAL 


DAYLILIES 


for every garden 


DAYLILIES Give You More for Your Money 
“Anyone can grow Daylilies Anywhere” 


You simply must see our comprehensive 1956 DAYLILY CATALOG — includes 
PRIMA DONNA, 1955 Stout Medalist, and other top rung varieties from Lester, 
Nesmith, Taylor, Wheeler, Stout, Kraus, Russell, Milliken; other Daylily greats. 


A bonus...COLOR! The only catalog devoting its entire 36 pages to Daylilies, 
featuring 55 splendid, handsome, full color illustrations! More AWARD WIN- 
NERS and 100 BEST listed in this book than in any other single book. For fine 
quality plants and superior varieties it's SCHREINER’S. 


O's ae ve ek i a 2 8 oe on Ok Ol Ol Som a hed. B—; 


GILT EDGE \ ANY 5: YOUR CHOICE. . .$5.00 


(CATALOG VALUE 


OFFER ALL 17 FOR ONLY... . .$12.00 | 
(CATALOG VALUE $18.00) 

AUGUST PIONEER .............5- -60 BOLD COURTIER .. 2. cee cenne 1.00 | 

very late-blooming yellow buff yellow eyed rose 

BROWNEYED SUSAN ........... .60 

yellow with brown eye 

GOLIATH CRVGONE oc ccccccesccscccvece 1.00 

huge clear yellow prolific red and orange bicolor 

ME OUNEEE oc cw ens cc ccccccesues .60 SWEETBRIAR 

satiny rich red pink blend apricot 

GR. GI cc cccccccccsccccese 75 

sunburst orange classic trumpet orange 

MARY GUENTHER ANITRA 

rich red and orange bicolor refreshing cool lemon 

MRS. HUGH JOHNSON.......... 75 PAINTED LADY ... 1... e neces 1.50 

prolific red famous coppery type, super | 

PERSIAN PRINCESS . ROVAL RUBY .. 1... cece eee nee 1.50 

brown red wonderful ruby red 

PLUS 1... MABEL PULLER, tops in red nc ccc cree ete eee e eee eee ener teeta seeeeee 3.00 | 


| Here’sanideel STARTER COLLECTION | 
| 6 FINE COLORS FOR. . . $3.00 ; 
1.00 


AUGUST PIONEER o HONEY REDWEAD ........6-05> d 
| ery late blooming yellow personable bright red 


MOROCCO RED .. ww. cence eenne 1.00 
mahogany red 


SELECT 1 
SELECT 1 


SELECT 1 
SELECT 1 





BLACK CHERRY .. 2. cece wwe 1.00 PIQUANTE 
blackish red raspberry rose 


\ MR. STOUT 2 nc ccccsccccccsccce 75 SALADIN 


sunburst orange one of finest reds 
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DAYLILY— BOOK IN COLOR 
SEND 25c FOR YOUR COPY TODAY! 
210 of the finest Daylilies in America with complete 
descriptions. 55 varieties in full color. Plant this Spring, 
be thrilled with flowers this Summer. Book is brim-full 
of information on newest Daylilies. 


iRIis — BOOK IN COLOR 
SEND 25c FOR YOUR COPY 
130 illustrations of Iris for your 
garden in natural color, 60 
pages brim-full of information 
on how to plant, grow and ar- 
range Iris. The best collection 
offers of the year! 
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(tt Init one insecticide 


protects your whole garden! 


One insecticide 
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1. For ornamentals 
2. For vegetables 

3. For fly control 

4. For flowers 

5. For barbecue area 
6. For fruit trees 


ee ea a 


No need now to worry about which insecticide to use on which 
garden plant. Malathion controls practically every important gar- 
den insect pest... controls flies and other annoying insects in 
outdoor areas around your home. 


Popular brand malathion insecticides are available now at your 
favorite garden supply store. Look for MALATHION on the label. 





—_ECYANAMID —— 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
New York 20, N.Y. 


DEVELOPERS AND PRODUCERS OF MALATHION TECHNICAL 








Northern 
Pointers 


by P. J. McKENNA 


ARCH WINDs can do more dam- 
M age to plants than the hard 

freezes of winter. Right now 
plants are moving from a dormant to 
an active state. Growth impulses take 
place, not in the roots, but in the buds, 
which are exposed to all changes in 
temperature. Azaleas, forsythia, and 
other early-flowering shrubs become ac- 
tive with the slightest rise in tempera- 
ture. Chill, drying winds can harm 
unprotected plants. Be careful, there- 
fore, about uncovering plants too soon; 
many will have started growth. Sudden 
exposure at this time could be disastrous. 
Uncover gradually, leaving some pro- 
tective covering until the new growth 
becomes a little more hardened. 

Digging and soil preparation can be- 
gin just as soon as the frost is out of the 
ground. If the ground is at all workable, 
get your plowing or digging started. 
Light, sandy soils can be put into shape 
sooner than heavier soils. 

Nearly all gardens need lime. If 
quantities of organic matter are used it 
is absolutely necessary. It neutralizes 
acids in the soil which result from de- 
composition of organic matter and other 
causes, thereby aiding bacterial action. 
Heavy clay soils are made more friable 
and their structure improved. Lime 
supplies plants with calcium; a lime 
deficiency in the plant will mean a de- 
ficiency in food value. 

A heavy soil receiving quantities of 
organic matter requires from 40 to 50 
pounds of lime to 1,000 square feet, or 
2,000 pounds to the acre. A medium 
loam requires 30 pounds of lime, and a 
light, sandy soil, 20 to 25 pounds. This 
refers to agricultural lime, not to hy- 
drated or builders’ lime. Agricultural 
lime can be used with seed, manure and 
most fertilizers without harm. Not so 
the other kind. Lime is best spread on 
the surface of the soil after the initial 
preparation, and worked into the 
surface. 

If you have doubts about adding lime 
to your soil, test your soil for acidity. 
Send a sample to a private laboratory or 
utilize the services of your state agri- 
cultural experimental station. 

In milder areas the first sowing of 
beets, carrots, radishes, turnip, spinach, 
and cabbage can be made. Rows spaced 
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WHAT DO YOU WANT IN 
CALIFORNIA? 


A job or a business of your own? 

A vacation to Hollywood, San Francisco, Yosemite, elsewhere in California 
—at a price = afford? 

A place to @ small income 

A in the sun, with pom yo tie days? 

No matter what you seek in California, William Redgrave’s big book Cali- 


fornia—the State That Has Everything shows you city by city, town by 
town, road by road, everything you'll find in this big state. 


If you are vacationing, his clear and detailed facts just about guarantee 
you won't miss anything worth seeing. And you will welcome his long lists 
of recommended restaurants, motels, and hotels where you can stop af the 
price you want to pay. 


If you’re looking for a job or a business of your own, California—the State 
That Has Everything gives you the facts you want. With William Redgrave’s 
help you'll find the California that appeals to you—whole regions with just 
the degree of warmth and sunshine you moat. with houses and rentals priced 
within your means. If you're single, you'll find the best places to live for the 
fun and entertainment you want. If you’re a family man, you'll find the 
best places to raise a family. If you want to retire, you'll find the pleasantest 
places in all California to live on a small income. 


There’s so much more to this book—the facts you need if you’re thinking 
of living in a trailer, the best places to = and hunt, where to go for a col- 
lege education, what you'll pay in taxes, how best to find your own retire- 
ment or vacation paradise, etc., etc. ere’s so much information, in fact, 
that you probably wouldn’t learn as much about California in months, even 
years, of traveling around this big state as you can learn from this one big 

k. Yet it costs only $2. Mail coupon today for your copy. 


Where Will You Go in Florida? 


if You Want a Vacation 
You Can Afford? 


Florida needn’t be expensive—not if you know just where to go for what- 
ever you seek in Florida. And if there’s any man who can give you the facts 
you want it’s Norman Ford, founder of the world-famous Globetrotters Club. 
(Yes, Florida is his home whenever he isn’t traveling!) 


His big book, Nerman Ford's Florida, tells you, first of all, road by road, 
mile by mile, everything you'll find in Florida, whether you're on vacation, 
or looking over job, business, real estate, or retirement prospects. 


Always, he names the hotels, motels, and restaurants where you can stop 
for the best accommodations and meals at the price you want to pay. For 
that longer vacation, if you let Norman Ford guide you, you'll find a real 
“paradise” —just the spot which has everything you want. 


Of course, there’s much more to this big book. 


oo ean BPRS Um 27 0 Sees ee ee fae Ford tells you just where 
JT ‘Wives nat te colke cee cans tates Weomen eed aie Yoo 
pe life in Florida is pleasantest on a small income. 


Yes, no matter what you seek in Florida—whether you want to retire, 
vacation, get a job, buy a home, or start a business, Norman Ford's Florida 
gives you the facts you need to find —_ what J we want. Yet this big — 
with plenty of maps and well over 100,000 words sells for o $2—o 

fraction of the money you’d spend needlessly if you went to Florida blind. 





For your copy, fill out coupon now. 


Will your next vacation really be 
something to talk about? 


The surest way to guarantee a new, different, and exciting vacation is to 
learn the hundreds of things you can do and the places you can visit on the 
money you want to spend. 


Norman Ford, founder of the world-known Globetrotters Club, tells you 
that in his book Where to Vacation on a Shoestring. This is the man who has 
spent a lifetime searching for the ways to get more for your money in vaca- 
tions and travel. 





In his big book, you learn 


—about low cost summer paradises, farm vacations, vacations on far-off 
islands, on boats drifting down lazy streams while you fish. 


—about vacations at world-famous beaches, under Im and eucalyptus 
trees, in government subsidized vacation resorts, in ~ country, along 
rugged coastlines, on ships and by rail. 


—about dude ranches you can afford; what to see, do, and how to save at 
national parks and in the cities most Americans want to visit. 


—about low cost sailing ship cruises, houseboat vacations in the North 
Woods, fantastically low cost mountain vacations, the unknown vacation 
wonderlands almost at your front door. 


Of course, Norman Ford knows where to get real yacation bargains in all 
America, from Maine to California, and in Canada, Mexico, etc. At no time 
does he ask you to spend a lot of money to enjoy yourself, no matter how 
really different and exciting is the vacation you choose through his experi- 
enced advice. Always, he tells you the many things you can do within your 
budget and how to get more for your money 5 you travel by car, he shows 
how most auto parties can save % or $7 a 


You can’t help but learn something that is pe meant for you. Yet, Where 
to Vacation on a Shoestring costs only $1. To make sure your next vacation 
will be something to talk about, get the facts now. 


Where Do You Want to Go? 


FRANCE? WEST INDIES? BRAZIL? 
HAWAII? MEXICO? 
Passenger-carrying 
FREIGHTERS are the secret 


of low cost travel 


Yes, for no more than you'd spend at a resort, you can take a never-to-be- 
forgotten cruise to Rio and Buenos Aires. Or through the Canal to either 
New York or California. Or to the West Indies or along the St. Lawrence 
River to French Canada. In fact, trips to almost everywhere are within your 
means. 


get: large rooms with beds (not bunks 
seed tend and Gaaty of clauaton os 


Depending upon how fast you want to go, a round the world cruise can be 
yours 17 as little at $250-$300 a month. And there are shorter trips. Fast, 
uncrowded voyages to England, France, the Mediterranean; two or three 
week vacations up down the Pacific Coast or to New Orleans. Name _ 


port and the chances are you can find it listed in Travel Routes 

World. This is the book that names the lines, tells where a, go, how oe 
they charge, briefly describes accommodations. Hundreds o 

travelers all over the world swear by it. Travel editors and ual writers a 
“To learn how to travel for as little as you'd spend at a resort get Travel 
Rovtes Around the World.” 


It’s yours for just $1, and the big 131 page 1956 edition includes don practically 
every passenger carrying service starting fo or a =. to New Can- 
ada, New Orleans, the Pacific Coast, Mexico, America, England, 
France, the Mediterranean, Africa, the Indies, Australia, the South Seas, 
Japan, Hawaii, etc. There’s a whole section called How to See the World at 
Low Cost, plus pages and pages of photos and maps. 


A big $1 worth, especially as it can open the way to more travel than you 
ever thought possible. For your copy, simply fill out coupon. 


Bargain Paradises of the World 


Do you know where to find an island right near the U. S. so nearly like 
Tahiti in appearance, beauty, and color even the natives say it was made 
from a rainbow? (And that costs here are so low you can not only reach it 
Ue also stay a while for hardly more’ than you'd spend at a resort in the 

S.?) 





Do you know where to find the world’s best mountain hideaways or its 
most dazzling surf-washed coastal resorts, where even today you can live for 
a song? 


Do you know where it costs less to spend a while, the surroundings are 
leasant, and the climate well nigh perfect in such places as Mexico, the 
West Indies, Peru, France, along the Mediterranean, and in the world’s 
other low cost wonderlands? 


Or if you've thought of more distant places, do you know which of the 
South Sea Islands are as unspoiled today as in Conrad’s day? Or which is the 
one spot world travelers call the most beautiful place on earth, where two 
can live in sheer luxury, with a retinue of servaats for only $175 a month? 


Paradises of the World, a big new book with os 100 photos and 
4 maps, proves that if you can afford a vacation in the U. the rest of the 
world is closer than you think. Authors Norman D. Ford pad William Red- 
grave, honorary vice presidents of the Globetrotters Club, show that the 
American dollar is respected all over the world and buys a lot more than 
you'd give it credit for. 


In any case, when it can cost as little as $24. 50 from the U. S. border to 
reach some of the world’s Bargain Paradises, it’s time you =~ how much 
you can do on the money you've got. Send now for Bargain Parad the 
World. Price $1.50. Use coupon to order. 


SF Fill Out and Send At Once For Quick Delivery 


Mail to HARIAN PUBLICATIONS, 147 First Ave. 
Greenlawn (Long Island), New York 


I have enclosed $. (cash, check or money order). Please send 
me the books checked below. You will refund my money if I am not 
satisfied. 

(0 Travel Routes Around the World. $1. 

(J Norman Ford’s Florida. $2. 

(0 Bargain Paradises of the World. $1.50. 

(0 California—the State That Has Everything. $2. 

(0 Where to Vacation on a Shoestring. $1. 

(CO Special offer: All books above ($7.50 valve) for $6. 


Print Name 





Address. 





City & State 











ENJOY THE FINEST AND NEWEST 
BE ENVIED BY THE NEIGHBORHOOD 


OUR 1956 EXCLUSIVES 
PEACEFUL — Exhibition cactus reflex—Cream with 
pink tips and edging. Oct. 5. 


CORONET — Gold, ball-like blooms with notched 
petals. Oct. 1. 


GARDEN ‘MUMS 
GAR M 


PERFECTIONETTE — Large incurved pompons of deep 
purple with silver reverse. Oct. 5. 


REDSKIN — Orange, rust-red decorative. Oct. 8. 
Peaceful RECOLLECTION — Large light purple poms. Sept. 25. 


MOONSTONE — Exhibition white incurved balls. 
Sept. 25. 


PIXIE — Small pompons of deep gold. Sept. 28. 


OFFER — B 
One Each of the 1956 "Mums above $5.75. 
Packed in-specially made cartons and 
~ : ; delivered at proper planting time, ppd. 
SPECIALISTS SEND YOUR ORDER IN TODAY 


GRAND MERE NURSERIES anc wicican 














- ++ BRINGS NEW BEAUTY TO YOUR GARDEN! 


@ Popular Fan, Flared and Straight Trellises made from heavyweight steel, 
snow white Dupont baked enamel finish or heavyweight rust-proof aluminum 
with embossed aluminum finish. Won't rot; insect and termite proof? 
A—FAN TRELLIS 72° high, 44° wide ot top .. Steel or Aluminum $6.29 
B—STRAIGHT TRELLIS 92° high, 26” wide...... ; _. Steel or Aluminum $6.95 
SHIPPED POSTPAID C—FLARED TRELLIS 92” high, 44” wide ot top 15° ot bottom. . Steel or Aluminum $6.95 
ORDER TODAY... YOU'LL BE DELIGHTED! 


TO YOUR HOME! pepma-sTEEL FENCE CO., 222 Charles St., River Rouge, Mich. 
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MINIATURE 
CACTUS DAHLIA 


Favorita 


A new introduction to this delightful 
miniature class. 

FAVORITA is salmon-pink with airy 
quilled petals forming a ball-like 
flower 3 inches across. Carried well 
above the foliage on long wiry stems, 
the freely produced blooms continue 
until hard frost. Plants grow.214 feet 
high. Illustrated. 


Three $1.50, Doz. $4.50 3 MINIATURE CACTUS DAHLIAS 
ARABESQUE. Deep sulphur- one TUBER of FAVORITA, 
yellow form of above. ARABESQUE, LITTLE STAR 
Three $1.50, Doz. $4.50 each separately labeled $1.75 


LITTLE STAR. Pure SPRING CATALOG AVAILABLE 


white form of above. 


Three $1.50, Doz. $4.50 NEW SALES OFFICE 
169 SOUTH ST. 
OYSTER BAY 
LONG ISLAND 
NEW YORK 


FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM, DEPT. F, BOX 90, OYSTER BAY, LONG ISLAND 
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12 to 20 inches apart are suitable for 
most crops. A little superphosphate in 
the bottom of the row will aid germina- 
tion and initial growth. Onion sets or 
seeds can be planted now, too. Seeds 
produce the best onions but require a 
rich soil and more attention. Early peas 
of the smooth-seeded type such as 
ALASKA, EARLY BIRD and MAMMOTH 
PODDED may be sown now; the wrinkled 
type may be sown a little later. 

Sow hardy annuals—sweet peas, corn- 
flowers, larkspur, and poppies. Sweet 
peas need good soil preparation. The 
seeds are sown down the center of a 
foot-wide trench which is dug 18 inches 
deep and the soil mixed with compost or 
old manure. After sprouting, the seed- 
lings are thinned out to stand 6 inches 
apart. Then wire, string, or twiggy 
branches are supplied to support the 
climbing vines. 

If you don’t sow larkspur, annual pop- 
pies, California-poppies and sweet peas 
early so they can make their major 


growth in cool weather, you might as 
well give them up. 

Many lawns suffered a setback in 
1955. Excessive heat and drought were 
followed by torrential rains that tore at 
the slim grass covering and washed out 
valuable soil. Heavy weed crops fol- 
lowing the rains complicated the prob- 
lem. Delayed fall seedlings were only 
partly successful and many lawns went 
into the winter in poor shape. 

Renovation of established lawns must 
be done at thé earliest possible moment. 
Grass seed sprouts better in cool 
weather. Grass makes its best growth 
during this time and to get the seeding 
done early insures later success. If the 
lawn was worked over last fall and the 
grass stand is thin, reseed the entire 
area, using 2 pound of seed per 100 
square feet. It will not be necessary to 
dig or plow the area if this was done 
previously. Just running the teeth of 
an iron rake through the soil should 
suffice to provide enough loose soil for 
the seed. 

What fertilizer? When and how 
much to apply are questions that bother 
both the beginner and the more advanced 
gardener. There are, however, certain 
fertilizers made chiefly for grass. These 
are to be preferred for the lawn. Of 
course any all-purpose fertilizer will do, 
but the former is safer for spring use. 
If one of the newer combinations is in- 
tended, it will pay to study the manufac- 
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sure!...you can plow...or spade and fork 
your garden by hand and 
hoe weeds all season 


but the easier, better way is 


with the low-cost... 





ROTARY TILLER 


“Working” your garden is easy the Ariens Jr. way. 
Till 12” wide up to 6” deep — have seedbed ready 
to plant in one operation! Comes the growing sea- 
son — cultivate without hoeing, without backaches! 
2 h.p. engine with unequalled power transfer from 
engine to tines . . . all steel “Paring Knife” tines ... 
tip toe tiller clutch . . . all steel construction are just 
a few of many quality features! Ask your dealer 
for a free demonstration — you'll be glad you did! 





WHAT ROTARY TILLAGE 


DOES FOR YOU Here’s your handiest tool for 


year ‘round garden, lawn and 
yard care! Ariens Yardster rot- 
ary tiller has quick-hitch attach- 
ments for mowing lawns, spray- 
ing plants, clearing snow from 
walks, drives. Thousands in use 
coast to coast. See it soon! 


See your dealer or write us today for free 
or literature describing the Ariens Jr. or 
FILLS HOLLOWS Ariens Yardster rotary tillers, 


High speed tine rotation pulverizes, aerates, 
levels earth . . . kills weeds . . . mulches in 
organic matter and fertilizer . . . leaves seed- 
bed ready for planting — all in one easy 
operation the Ariens rotary tillage way! 











ARIENS COMPANY 137 CALUMET ST. BRILLION, WISCONSIN 





turer’s directions and stick to his advice. 
The best time to apply is just as the grass. 
is beginning to grow. A small hand- 
spreader will get an even covering. In 
a small area it is better to mix the right 
amount with several times its bulk of 
sand or sifted soil before spreading. 

The coldframe is your greatest asset 
in March. See that the structure is tight 
and all the glass is in place. The site 
must be well drained and the frame 
should slope toward the south. A height 
of 18 inches at the rear and 12 inches 
in front gives the right slope to shed 
rain and catch the sun’s rays. A good 
soil mixture is important, and should 
approximate 2 parts loam, 1 part leaf- 
mold or granulated peatmoss, and 1 
part sand. It is necessary at times to 
juggle the proportions to get a friable 
mixture. After screening through a %4- 
inch wire screen, add a heaping cup of 
superphosphate and one of agricultural 
lime to every bushel of the mixture. 
Six inches of this is spread inside the 
coldframe, or if seeds are sown in flats 
the latter are filled and set on a base of 
sand or cinders until seedlings are ready 
for transplanting. 

Most annuals and vegetables can be 
sown in the coldframe through March. 
The important things to remember are 
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THERE'S STILL TIME 


TO ATTEND 
THE OUTSTANDING 
GARDEN EVENT 
OF THE SPRING 


The TENTH 
_ WILLIAMSBURG GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 


Sponsored by Colonial Williamsburg 
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WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 


March 7-9 Bringing Your Garden Up To Date 
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March 12-14... Your Changing Garden $= the amount of coldframe space available 


and the date at which it is possible to 
set out early plants in the garden. Cab- 
bage and the like can be sown and be 
ready for the outdoors in six weeks, 
but tomatoes sown at the same time can- 
not be set out until the end of May. In 
a general way it is advisable to sow the 
a cool-season crops at the beginning of 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM Dy March, the more tender in mid-March, 
so that later on the latter can be trans- 
Please Register Me For The Session Checked Below: ‘ planted into the space vacated by the 

CO FIRST SESSION— #~ planting out of the cool crops. 
Wednesday, March 7, through Friday, March 9 AN In any case it will be necessary for 
C SECOND SESSION— some time to cover the glass in the eve- 


Monday, March 12, through Wednesday, March 14 ning to conserve heat. Hay, straw, mat- 
: ting, or other covering is suitable. The 
My check, payable to Colonial Williamsburg, covering the covering is removed in the morning as 
$15.00 registration fee for each person registered is enclosed. the temperature rises.® 
Please also reserve for three days the following accommodations: 


WILLIAMSBURG INN & WILLIAMSBURG LODGE & 
GUEST HOUSES TAVERNS 


(10 Double Occupancy, each $21.00 [] Double Occupancy, each $13.50 
0 Single Occupancy $24.00 [) Single Occupancy 


These enjoyable three-day sessions will feature lectures 
and discussion panels with outstanding garden authori- 
ties, visits to the Williamsburg gardens, Plantation tours, 
exhibits, social activities, an eighteenth-century candle- 
light concert in the beautiful Governor’s Palace, and 
many other interesting events. 
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Availability of Begonias 
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@ Though tuberous begonia growers 
in California suffered extensive 
losses from recent floods, losing 
many large-sized tubers, they as- 
sure us that the supply of seedlings 
will be adequate to meet the demand. 
If you were planning to order some 
begonia tubers from a West Coast 
grower, you may have to alter your 
plans slightly. Seedlings, if planted 
in late spring after the weather 
warms, will flower this year and also 
produce tubers. These are harvested 
in the fall and then stored until the 
following spring when they are set 
out in the garden. 
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These rates are based on the European Plan. 
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Reply to Mrs. Ceci W. CunnincuaM, Registrar, Garden 
Symposium, Goodwin Building, Williamsburg, Virginia 
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IT’S LIGHT. EASY TO HANDLE TIRE-CORD REINFORCED NO WATER PRESSURE BLOW-OUTS 
“Supplex is so light and easy to carry that “It's different. It's reinforced. This Supplex “With Supplex I turn off the water at the 
even my little Karen can handle it,” says is rugged. It'll last for years,” says Mr. nozzle and leave it for days, even in hot Sun,” 
Mrs. Richard P. Lewis, Jr., of Dedham, Mass. Albert E. Scherm, Jr., of Larchmont, N. Y. says Mrs. A. H. Grose of Miami, Florida. 


WHICH ONE OF THESE 


REINFORCED 


TIRE-CORD 


RE- ATTACHABLE COUPLINGS DELIVERS FULL HEAD OF WATER IT’S ECONOMICAL 


“Wonderful couplings! I accidentally damaged - “It gives me all the water the pipeline has “Real quality is economy. 3-ply, tire-cord 
my Supplex, but I repaired it—in minutes,” so I get full benefit from my sprinklers,” reinforced hose at the price of this is a buy,” 
says Mr. F. E. Chelgren of Inglewood, Cal. says Mr. H. B. Birdsong of Kansas City, Kan. says Mr. K. V. Ives of Birmingham, Ala. 


MARCH 1956 





* New side chute prevents clumping 

* New offset wheel prevents scalping 

* New deflector controls discharge 

* New powerful 4-cycle Briggs & Stratton engines 
* Fingertip controls — no bending or stooping 

* Leaf mulcher included, no extra cost 

* Inset wheels permit close trimming 

* Pressed steel deck, designed for rough use 


This summer let a Worcester take the 
labor out of your lawn care duties. 
For more than 60 years the Worcester 
name on a mower has stood for quality 
construction and matchless perform- 


5 RT Ep 


Bi, 


ance ... and today there’s no finer 
mower on the market. Built by men 
with long years of experience, Worcester 
mowers assure you years of smooth cut- 
ting, easy handling, low maintenance. 


a em z AGS ee 


Ha Ge 


See the complete Worcester line (including hand mowers and lawn sweepers) at your 
dealer’s or write for colorful free booklet. Worcester Lawn Mower Company, Division 
of Savage Arms Corporation, 73 Broadway, Chicopee Falls, Mass. 
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Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


ARCH CAN BE THE WORST (or 

M the best) month of the year! 

Sometimes spring sets in during 

March, with little freezing weather there- 

after. At other times, I have seen frosts 

in June, even in the area near the Great 
Lakes. 

All this makes any gardening program 
an uncertain proposition. At least it 
calls for great flexibility. If the weather 
takes a favorable turn, be ready to 
spread fertilizer, compost, etc., and dig 
the vegetable garden. Provident garden- 
ers usually prepare a small part of this 
plot in fall, so that the earliest crops, 
like peas, can be planted, even if they 
must be “mudded in.” Except for the 
variety WANDA there is little use plant- 
ing peas after April Ist. 

Don’t hesitate to do a little gambling. 
I recall how in the first year of World 
War II, inexperienced gardeners planted 
string beans in March. They were 
laughed at by old-timers, but the laugh 
was on the other side of the mouth when 
these early plantings came through and 
produced a crop weeks before the ex- 
perts saw a pod. 

Treat bean seed with Spergon, Arasan 
or similar disinfectant and try an ex- 
perimental planting during March, at 
least in sections near the Ohio River. 
It pays off. The same is true of endive, 
which if not planted early, matures dur- 
ing summer heat and is bitter. However, 
the variety RosE RIBBED is not bitter in 
summer. Try it. 

Be ready to apply dormant sprays for 
scale, on some day when the thermom- 
eter promises to stay above 40° for sev- 
eral hours. (See FLOWER GROWER 
February 1956 article on dormant spray- 
ing, page 29.) 

If you have an extra supply, slip in a 
planting of gladiolus, setting these with 
5 inches of soil over the tops. These 
should give you your earliest blooms. 
They are more resistant to cold than you 
think. 

Beware of sales talk of “experts” 
who try to sell you power rolling of your 
lawn. The worst enemy lawns have is 
soil compaction, and rolling increases 
this condition. Where earthworm casts 
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If you were the richest person in the world, you could buy no finer 
quality than STAR ROSES. Yet Star Roses, pick of the world’s 
best varieties, cost as little as $1.00 each for Miniatures to only 
$2.75 for the highest priced plant! 


Star Roses always give you beauty, charm and vigorous growth. 
In these respects, the Star Rose introduction, “President Eisenhower” 
is a great rose—destined for lasting popularity. A hybrid tea of 
rich, unfading red, the “President Eisenhower” opens to fragrant 
5-inch blooms with 35-40 petals. You’ll be proud of this vivid red 
rose in your garden. Order now. 


$2.00 ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. ppd. (OFFER N) 


FREE # tun 
e FULL COLOR CATALOG 


1217) new red “American Beauty” Shows “Circus”, latest All-America winner; “Love Song’’, and 
other exciting new varieties, plus “Peace” and dozens of old 
favorites. A thrilling selection, with accurate color pictures 


THESE GENER fol Uh me) - FERS and reliable descriptions to help you choose. Send for your 


President Eisenhower. (HT. P!. Pat. 


copy today. 
SAVE MONEY FOR YOU! 


BIG, FULL BLOOMS! STAR ROSE GALAXY! FABULOUS FLORIBUNDAS! 


President Eisenhower. HT. Brilliant red... Chrysler Imperial. HT. Rich, dark red... Vogue. Vivid coral rose. . .$2.00 ea., 3 or 
$2.00 ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. $2.50 ea., 3 or more, $2.20 ea. more, $1.75 ea. 


Peace. HT. Golden pink Queen of Roses. . . Grand "mere Jenny. HT. Flushed yellow... Goldilocks. Luxurious golden yellow... 
$2.50 ea., 3 or more, $2.20 ea. $2.00 ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. $1.75 ea., 3 or more, $1.55 ea. 


Dr. Debat. HT. Smooth, rich pink. . .$2.00 Queen Elizabeth. Grandiflora. Pure pink : 
ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. ... $2.75 ea., 3 or more, $2.40 ea. eh peach. . .$2.00 ea., 


ONE OF EA. ABOVE PAT. HT’S............. ONE OF EA. OF ABOVE 
ONLY $5.50 ppd. (OFFER B) ONLY $6.35 ppd. (OFFER L) ONE OF EA., ONLY $4.95 ppd. (OFFER P) 


ALL STAR ROSES SEND COUPON TODAY 
ARE GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


Siar Roses 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
Our 59th year— West Grove 402, Pa. 
Largest All-Retail Rose Growers In America 





dieldrin 


makes the difference! 


Powerful insecticide kills undersoil pests 
that cause ugly brown, bare patches in lawns 


Even the best-kept lawns are 
often ruined by insect damage 
below the soil. Tiny soil pests 
chew up grass roots, causing brown 
patches and bare spots. You can 
protect your lawn against this 
unsightly damage by applying 
powerful, long-lasting dieldrin 
early in the season. 

Dieldrin controls ants, white 
grubs, sod webworms(lawn moths), 
mole crickets, and a host of other 
lawn pests. An inexpensive one- 


shot treatment with dieldrin will 

control soil insects for years. 
Make certain that your lawn is 

not attacked by soil insects this 

year. Treat with powerful, long- 

lasting dieldrin. Your garden 

supply or hardware dealer has 

well-known brand 

formulations con- 

taining this proved, 

effective lawn in- Y 

secticide. Ask for 

dieldrin. SZ 


SHELL CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
460 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 








and frost heaving have made the surface 
rough, a very light rolling with an un- 
weighted roller is the only thing needed. 
Don’t try to correct big irregularities by 
mashing the lawn flat. 

Most gardeners make the season’s 
first application of fertilizer to lawns, 
gardens and shrub borders in March. 
This should be an inorganic plant food, 
since organic materials are not soluble, 
and won’t start feeding until later in the 
spring. 

If you start tomato seedlings indoors, 
plan to sow seed eight weeks ahead of 
the date they are normally planted out- 
doors. 

Feed the asparagus bed as early as 
possible to increase the size of the spears. 

Uncover perennial borders and straw- 
berries, gradually. Take the top layer 
of covering off the rose beds, but don’t 
remove too much. 

Repot house plants so they can take 
advantage of increased light to make 
new growth. 

South of the Great Lakes, pansies can 
be set out during favorable weather. 
Better wait until the first week in April 
north of that area. 

Start caladiums and tuberous be- 
gonias now. Start up tubers of dahlias if 
you make cuttings. 

If the soil has thawed, dig up old 
plants of hardy chrysanthemums and di- 
vide into single-stem divisions. Replant 
these about 12 inches apart. 

Turn the compost heap at the first 
opportunity, returning unrotted material 
to start a new pile. This “seeds” new 
material with the necessary bacteria to 
start the rotting process. 

Don’t rush out the first fine day and 
work until dusk! Take it easy.® 


ON THE 
BOXWOOD PATH 
WITH JULIA L. DILLON 


| Heros CAMELLIAS and early azaleas 
make this truly a blossom time 
in all parts of the South. 

DEBUTANTE camellia is a stand- 
ard double of fine form and ex- 
quisite coloring, and the almost 

* single ENRICO BETTONI adds its 
share of beauty and delight. Com- 
bined with these, clusters of bulbs 
and deep blue violets bend fra- 
grance and charm. 

All these plants can be set out 
while in full bloom. If they are 
planted in pots and handled care- 
fully, they will continue to blossom 
through the season. 

Particularly lovely at this time of 
year are the gardens in Florence, 
Charleston, Columbia, Orangeburg, 
and Sumter, South Carolina, and 
in Augusta, Georgia. 
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Edge your lawn 
for the last time 


saSTALL 


WO-SEE GRASS BARRIER 


Keeps grass in its place, permanently! Eliminates edging and grass 
trimming. Gives your lawn that freshly-edged, just-trimmed, well- 
cared-for look . . . and keeps it that way all summer long! No-See is 
a permanent underground fence. It stops grass roots (including 
quack grass) and it stops grass too since grass foliage does not 
spread beyond its roots. Made of corrugated, galvanized steel . . . 
lasts a lifetime. Individual sections two feet long by four inches 
deep key together with special clips to make any length. Just drive 
down to soil level. Practically invisible. Bends around corners or 
at right angles. Mow right over it. 


Give your driveway that “estate” look...at low cost! 











Keeps edges of flower borders and beds permanently neat. BEFORE—Crushed stone or gravel drive- AFTER—No-See Gross Barrier mointains 
Grass roots can't spread into cultivated area. With one ways are often this unsightly. Edges are a neat, clean edge. Grass thrives right up 
wheel of your mower in the flower border you trim grass ragged ... part grass, part weeds which to the edge of the drive. Keeps stones 
edges as you mow. Speeds cultivation too; No-See Grass creep in. Stones scatter into the grass. from scattering onto the lawn. 

Barrier serves as a guide for mulching tool to slide against. 


OR oe 


BIRD BATHS—Drive down a circle of No-See and re- EVERGREENS AND SHRUBS—instoll in a circle 
move dirt to a depth of two inches. Put in a layer of roof- outside spread of foliage. Stops grass from creeping 
ing paper or old magazines and fill with crushed stone or, in. Generous cultivated area tvates the beauty 
better yet, crushed granite or sand for bird grit. of your specimen evergreens. of the fence and keep strip between cultivated. 





Get No-See Grass Barrier and Root Fence from leading department, gurden, hardware 
and nursery stores . . . If not available locally, order direct. Shipped pr spaid. 


NO-SEE ROOT FENCE 


Similar to Grass Barrier but 12 inches 
deep. Stops shrub roots from robbing 
flower beds of food and moisture. 


89c per 2-ft. section. $19.95 per box 
of 50 feet. (Sold direct from foctory in 
50-ft. boxes only). 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 NINTH ST. S. E. s MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 
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Southern Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


is supposed to last from March 

21 to June 21, here in the South 
it is usually a much shorter season. A 
freeze may come as late as the last week 
in March, as it did last year, and by 
May summer weather has arrived. 
March is the time to do all those things 
we could not do in winter and which 
must be done before hot weather bears 
down upon us. 

Dividing perennials—Even though 
gardening authorities tell us that late 
fall is a good time to divide and reset 
many of the perennials, most of us wait 
until spring. Daisies, eupatorium, 
golden-glow, phlox, physostegia, salvia 
and others which have already produced 
3 or 4 inches of new growth can be di- 
vided and reset. It is these early grow- 
ers which should have attention first. 

While you can sometimes grow good 
garden chrysanthemums from plant di- 
visions, it is much safer to start them 


A LTHOUGH THE ALMANAC says spring 


from cuttings. When the plants have 
made 3 or 4 inches of new growth, take 
cuttings about 3 inches long and root 
them in the medium you’ve found best. 
I usually use coarse sand. In taking cut- 
tings you run less risk of bringing dis- 
ease into your planting than in using 
divisions of old plants. It is usually the 
base of the plant that carries disease, so, 
unless your cuttings were taken too low, 
they should be relatively disease-free. 
Another point in favor of starting new 
plants from cuttings is that the succulent 
new growth is far less susceptible to at- 
tack by termites than woody plant di- 
visions. The cuttings that you take and 
root this month may be used as stock 
plants for the cuttings to be taken later 
on in the spring. 

If you left your dahlias in the ground 
they'll probably be sending up new 
shoots this month. The clumps of 
tubers should be carefully lifted and 
separated before new growth develops. 


Gladiolus planting—For you in the 
Southwest and mid-South the time for 
the main planting of gladiolus has ar- 
rived. If you are growing them for cut- 
ting, you may set the corms in a bed, 
spacing them 3 or 5 inches apart. When 
grown close together, the spikes will sup- 
port each other, thus eliminating the 
necessity for staking. 

The main obstacle in growing good 
gladiolus in most sections of the South 
is thrips. A simple preventive measure is 
dusting the corms with 5% DDT before 
planting. Place a few dozen corms in 
a paper bag along with a heaping table- 
spoonful of DDT dust and shake the bag 
well. Later, after the corms have started 
growing, dust them again with the DDT. 
Since DDT tends to kill many of the 
natural enemies of aphids, its continued 
use may increase the number of these 
insects. Some of the newer remedies 
containing lindane, malathion and DDT 
will check both thrips and aphids and 
are therefore often preferred to DDT 
alone. 

Starting caladiums—We do not at- 
tempt to start our main crop of fancy- 
leaved caladiums until the weather gets 
fairly warm; however, it is possible 
to start a few in a sunny window this 
month. If planted too early and if the 
weather remains cool, the bulbs may 














Go Modern with 


As recently as 17 years ago, gardeners As millions of new houses went up 


had to be satisfied with messy, hard-to- 
handle, dry fertilizers that could have 
burned their tender plants, took a long 
time to supply nutrients and ruined 
their dispositions. 

Then came Ra-Pid-Gro to revolu- 
tionize plant feeding. This pioneer solu- 
ble plant food was easy to use, conven- 
ient, gave quick results with no fear of 
burning .. . and it could be applied all 
year ’round, even on dormant trees and 
shrubs! 


and millions of new families started 
gardening, Ra-Pid-Gro became the 
standard for plant food quality. Now- 
adays, leading nurserymen and growers 
use it, experiment stations and univer- 
sities approve it, and home gardeners 
everywhere marvel at the outstanding 
results Ra-Pid-Gro gives them. 

If you’re a modern gardener, you'll 
want to use the truly modern plant food 
—Ra-Pid-Gro! Buy it from your favor- 
ite Garden Store or Nurseryman Topay. 


oneer in quid plant feeding} 
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rot. A safe method of handling is to 
start the bulbs in a well-drained bed 
in a sunny spot. Place the bulbs on a 
2-inch layer of a sand-peat mixture and 
cover with an inch layer of the same 
mixture. When two or three leaves have 
developed, lift the bulbs with all the soil 
that clings to the roots and set them in 
their permanent places in the garden. 
If you are growing a mixture of bulbs 
this method will enable you to determine 
the colors and make pleasing combina- 
tions before setting them in their perma- 
nent beds. 

A half-and-half mixture of garden 
loam and leafmold or peatmoss makes a 
fine soil for a garden bed of caladiums; 
we always place a handful of sand under 
each plant to improve the drainage. 
Caladiums, which are now available as 
named varieties, are among our best 
plants for summer color. They are well 
suited to shady spots where many other 
plants will not thrive. 

Cleaning my pools—Almost every 
spring I wait too long before cleaning 
my pools, and when I finally do get 
around to them there are scads of baby 
goldfish on hand to greet me. If you 
have a pool, let me urge you to clean 
it right away as goldfish and other 
aquatic animal life start breeding with 
the first suggestions of spring, and a late 


cleaning will materially disturb their 
young. 

Early care for roses—If a stitch in 
time saves nine in the ordinary run of 
events, it saves about ninety-nine in the 
care of roses. The easiest way, by far, 
to keep black spot under control is to 
start your dusting or spraying schedule 
in March when the new growth is only 
a few inches long. Also remove and 
burn all debris such as pruned canes, 
old leaves and faded blooms, for they 
harbor disease. 

Pests of azaleas and camellias—The 
only insect that gives any great amount 
of trouble with azaleas is the lacebug; 
and the same can be said of scale on 
camellias. Each shrub should be sprayed 
with an oil base material or the new 
malathion preparations as soon as it is 
finished blooming. Malathion is espe- 
cially effective at this time when young 
insects are present in great numbers. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. When is the best time to divide 
and rest my lycoris bulbs? Also, when 
is the best time to purchase new stock? 

A. Most of the lycoris species are 
green and growing during the winter 
months and should not be disturbed 
until the foliage has matured and turned 


yellow, usually about May. The best 
time to buy new stock is from May 
through June, as the roots start growing 
again in late summer. 

Q. My amaryllis have formed large 
clumps and seem to need dividing. 
When should this be done? 

A. You may divide and rest them 
immediately after they have finished 
blooming, but late fall is probably a 
better time. Be sure to replant imme- 
diately so that the roots will not dry out. 

Q. 1 know that we cannot grow 
peonies very successfully ir. the Deep 
South, but are there any particular 
varieties or types that will thrive farther 
South, than others? 

A. Two factors seem to militate 
against growing good peonies down 
here. The winters are too mild and too 
short; and the hot sun in late spring 
blasts the buds before they can open. 
The very early varieties and those that 
produce single or semi-double flowers 
are likely to do the best. 

Q. Is it neecssary to hand-pollinate 
amaryllis to get them to bear seeds? 

A. As a rule it is. A few may set 
seeds from self- or insect-pollination but 
not many. Most gardeners wish to pro- 
duce seeds only from their choice varie- 
ties and this can be done only by 
hand-pollination.® 
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Experiments have proved that 95 % of Ra-Pid-Gro 


applied ta leaves is used by the plant! 
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> «eee 


PRICES 

4 ey . .$4.50 
2.35 TOSS bev 0 us . 8.75 

(Analysis: 23-21-17) 
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GYlurdtaiastite 


tools do it 
: 1 
easier, faster! 


Take the work out of lawn 
trimming, hedge clipping, 
cultivating and weeding—with 
Porter-Cable electric 

gardening tools! 

Every one is a quality product— 
fast and efficient, built for years 
of troublefree service. 

See and try them at your 
Porter-Cable dealer’s—or write 
today for full information. , 








Model 135 Yerdmaster Grass Trimmer 
Trims where mowers can’t reach—around 
walks, steps, planting. Handles like a 
scythe for weeds and tall grass. 5” blade, 
3 Ibs. Only $29.95 

7” model 134 de luxe, only $44.50 





Model 144 Yardmaster Cultivator 
Cultivates, hoes, mulches, removes weeds, 
conditions soil for healthy plant growth. 
4” tine plate diameter. Special, $29.95 
6" model 143 Cultivator, special, $49.50 





z si a 
Model 103R Porter-Cable Hedgshear 
Trims 100 feet of hedge in 30 minutes. 
Endless cutting chain makes 30,000 cuts 
per minute on both sides of cutting bar. 
With tax, only $55.65 

Model 131 Hedgshear, with tax, only $47.25 


Porter-Cable 
Cualeéy Clectri: fool 








PORTER-CABLE MACHINE COMPANY 
6033 N. Salina Street, Syracuse 8, N. Y. 
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West Coast 


Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 


Northern Californian, put those 

dreaded memories of spring flood 
conditions behind you. Determine now 
to make this the year for a topnotch 
garden with bright flowers, finer shrubs 
and greener lawns. 

Make this a year of changes. Don’t 
be content with the same old flowers of 
yesteryear. Take a good look at the 
flower seed stands at your neighborhood 
seed store and select lots of those 
brightly colored packets. 

One way to prevent your garden 
from looking just like every other gar- 
den in the block is to select some of 
the less familiar annuals. 

The “big three”—petunias, marigolds 
and zinnias—may be planted heavily, 
but at the same time be adventurous 
and try plants such as the exotic bells 
of Ireland, linaria and nemesia (espe- 
cially good for covering a bed where 
spring bulbs are planted), appealing 
dwarf dahlias, fast-growing cosmos for 
hedge effects, and mixed gourds for 
their wonderful harvest of curiously- 
shaped fruits in the fall. 

The cool weather annuals such as 
calendula, sweet alyssum, larkspur and 
nasturtium, can be sown in the open 
ground now. The seeds will germinate 
quickly if the ground is kept moist. 

But there’s more to March gardening 
than seed planting. It’s the time to fin- 
ish planting roses; begin to do the spring 
pruning; plan for summer bulbs; start 
spraying or dusting the garden for dis- 
ease and insect control; and sow some 
backyard vegetable crops. 

Timing of these jobs depends on the 
region you live in. If you’re gardening 
in the Southwest, you’re probably up to 
your ears in chores right now. But as 
you go northward to the Canadian line, 
the pace slows down. But in these areas, 
too, once the ground warms up, garden- 
ing will start in earnest. 

How is your lawn? Except in the 
colder spots of the Northwest where 
the soil usually cannot be worked, 
March has always been an ideal lawn- 
planting month. Then it is warm enough 
for the seed to germinate rapidly yet 
early enough in the season for the grass 
to develop into a thick, healthy turf 
before the summer heat arrives. 

If you are starting a new lawn, dig 
the soil to a depth of 6 to 12 inches. 


I YOU’RE A NORTHWESTERNER Or a 









Gill's Special Nantes Carrots 


GILL’S SPECIAL 
VEGETABLE COLLECTION 
Eight fine varieties introduced by Gill 
Bros. Seed Co. These outstanding veg- 


etables are among our most important 
sellers. Save 35c. 


Reg. Price 
BEANS, Gill's Delicious Giant ............... 15 
BEET, Gardener's Model ................545- 15 
CARROT, Gill's Special Nantes .............. 15 
CORN, Gill's Improved Golden Bontam........ .15 
CUCUMBER, Sweet White ...............055. 1S 
MUSKMELON, Oregon Delicious ............. 15 
PUMPKIN, Orange Winter Luxury ............ 15 
SQUASH, Gill's Golden Delicious ............ 15 


Worth $1.20—sent pestpaid for 85¢ 





Gill's Improved “Never Before" Marigold 
OREGON FLOWER COLLECTION 


Six regular size packets of annual 
flowers, worth $1.40 sent postpaid for 
only $1.00. Save 40c. 


Reg. Price 
ASTER, Princess Mixed ..........0cceceeeeee .25 
DN s caesrcidveted steescckess 25 
MARIGOLD, ‘‘Never Before’’ ............... 25 
SNAPDRAGON, Tetra Mixed ................ 25 
SALPIGLOSSIS, Large Flowering Mixed........ 15 
ZINNIA, Burpee Hybrids ................45- .25 


$1.40 value —All for $1.00 
Send for FREE Copy Big New 1956 Catalog 
GILL BROS. SEED Co. 
Dept.fG, Montavilla Sta. 


PORTLAND 16, OREGON 
Retail stores in Portland ond Seattle 














SPECIAL OFFER! 
AFRICAN VIOLETS @ NEW DOUBLE VARIETIES 


OHIO BOUNTIFUL.". . . Gorgeous profusion of 
double true pink blossoms—good foliage $2.00 
WHITE MADONNA... . Free blooming double 
white—beautiful foliage..............ccsccesereeeeeee $1.50 
BERNICE. .. . Heavenly blue double—good 
companion with pink Ohio Bountiful. Lots of 
blooms and sturdy foliage.................... $1.50 
SPECIAL! $4 for all three, incl. tax (reg. $5 
value), sent postpaid, together with complete 
care and instructions. 
Visit our Violet House 
open daily from 10-5 
except Thurs. 

Onty 45 minutes 
from San Francisco. 
Write for free color 
illustrated catalogue. 
4014 Mt. Diablo Bivd. 





Lafayette, Calif 








Expect your Eclipse Mower 
to last Years Longer 


Expect your Eclipse 
to start easier, too! 


From the first start . . . you just naturally 
expect more from a mower branded with the 
name Eclipse. You've learned through the 
years that there’s quite a difference in 
mowers: that price alone is just a small part 
of the story. 

Families who have used’ Eclipse mowers 
for 5, 10, 25 or even 50 years constantly 
report figures that mean just one thing: 
Eclipse is the least expensive mower you can 
own! And aside from the low cost per year 
— isn’t it worth a great deal to have a mower 
you can depend upon—one you can be 
proud to own? 


Proof of economy 
A typical, unsolicited letter (mame and 
address available on request) tells of an 


Eclipse reel type power mower with a main- 
tenance cost of only 87¢ in five years! The 


only expense was for one spark plug . . . in 
not one but five seasons of regular operation! 
This, perhaps, is better than average, but 
not at all unusual for an Eclipse mower. 
Complete line of MOWESS — 12 rotary, reel and sickle bar power mowers in sizes Whether you prefer a reel or rotary type 
from 17” to 36” . . . including estate’models with riding sulkies . . . and 9 hand models in | Power mower, when you visit your Eclipse 


16” and 18” sizes. Whatever the area or turf condition of your lawn, whatever type of mower dealer, you'll notice construction features 


that add a few dollars to the price tag... 
you prefer, whatever your budget may be —there’s an Eclipse mower that’s “just right” for | but add extra years of low-cost, trouble-free 


you! (Leaf mulchers are available for Eclipse rotaries, to end forever your leaf raking problem!) | mowing satisfaction. 


Poin-forpoint comparison | CHOICE OF 3 EASY STARTERS 


proves Eclipse biggest 
value in power mowers today 








When you buy a mower—consider the 
cost, not for just today, but how much will 
it cost you per year? It’s a fact that Eclipse 
is the least expensive mower you can own— 
and a comparison of construction features 
will quickly show you =—— is — All 
cutting parts are especially tempered to | © ARTER 
mow better, last longer. They’re powered von ey es es 

pong yor 2 Se me he gar Now you can select the size and style of Eclipse you prefer —in reel or rotary 
“economy” model engines; only rugged, models — and get the kind of starter you like best. The regular pull-rope starter 
powerful, heavy duty engines that give | is easy to use — because the dependable Briggs & Stratton engines take hold 
good service year after year with minimum | right now... no huffing or puffing. And if you like the convenience of an auto- 
care and attention. matically rewinding cord, you'll find the new, improved recoil starter suits you 


A look at the body or housing ... the | perfectly. But the BIG news in starters this year is the new low-cost electric 
sturdy wheel mountings . . . the adjustable 


Stetapat Cilin dail Makin, thet cee an — starter that makes mowing almost effortless. All you have to do is touch 
H mvc . w pas cdi: aguas: soil teedl e plug to a standard 110 volt a.c. outlet . . . and away you go! So whatever 
fatigue . . . in fact every detail gives evi- | YOUr mower preference . . . whichever way you prefer to START your mower 
dence of the extra quality built into Eclipse . + + you can expect to find the easy answer in ECLIPSE. Write for free folder 
mowers. If you want more for your money today. The Eclipse Lawn Mower Co., Division of Buffalo-Eclipse Corporation, 
— get an Eclipse | 3605-A Railroad St., Prophetstown, Illinois. 








Better than digging, of course, is a 
mechanical tiller. This piece of equip- 
ment will pay for itself because it does 
so many other jobs, in addition to pre- 
paring a lawn site. 

Remove all rocks from the soil and 
then roll it. The usual advice at this 
point is to sow the grass seed. However, 
you'll find it worthwhile to soak the 
soil instead, to encourage the weed seed 
to germinate. Then you can dispatch 
the weed seedlings with a chemical 
weed killer. Ten to twelve days later 
you can plant your grass seed, with a 
lot more confidence and the knowledge 
that a few weeks hence you won't be 
on your knees pulling out unwanted 
weeds. The secret of getting a lawn off 
to a good start is to keep the seed bed 
moist. 

Children should share in the spring 
gardening enthusiasm, too. Give them 
a spot to grow some nasturtiums and 
some radishes, and you may win a 
garden convert for life. It’s true that 
there’s nothing new about nasturtiums 
or radishes, yet their very speed of 
growth means they must have been de- 
signed to win the hearts of young gar- 
deners. In twenty-one days from sow- 
ing, the youngsters will be eating plump 
red radishes. In thirty-five to forty days 
they'll have good-sized nasturtium plants 


and a couple of weeks later, incredulous 
bouquets of honey-loaded nasturtium 
blooms. Part of the fun of growing 
nasturtiums is to suck the nectar from 
the base of each flower after the tip has 
been pinched off. 

Your backyard vegetable garden can 
be started now. Outdoors, radishes, 
spinach, peas and parsley can be sowed’ 
Indoors, sow early cabbage, cauliflower, 
tomatoes, celery, eggplant and, in the 
Northwest, lettuce. In most coastal 
areas of California lettuce can be 
planted outdoors practically the year 
*round. 

Perennials that can be divided now 
include most of those blooming after 
June. Some of these are Shasta daisies, 
campanulas, helenium and rudbeckias. 
Some perennials, such as peonies, ap- 
preciate being left alone for twenty years 
or more. But generally speaking, it’s 
time to use the dividing knife on most 
perennials about the third year. 

Transvaal daisies, though hailing 
from South Africa, will withstand 
Northwest winters west of the Cascades 
as long as the soil drains well. In the 
other sunny, warm parts of the West, 
Transvaal daisies really thrive. Set out 
husky young plants now. The blooms 
are available in all colors except blue 
and are excellent for cutting. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. What is the formula for a white- 
wash that will not be washed off easily 
by rain? 

A. Here’s one that’s recommended: 
4 ounces of casein powder, 4 pounds of 
quick lime and 1 quart of skim milk. 
First soak the casein in 1 quart of hot 
water for 2 hours. Slake the quick lime 
carefully in 3 parts of water and let 
it stand for 2 hours. Add the casein to 
the quick lime suspension and mix thor- 
oughly for 5 minutes; then stir in the 
skim milk. This material should be ap- 
plied right after mixing. 

Q. What is the easiest way to get rid 
of night crawlers in a lawn? 

A. Chlordane will clear them out in 
a hurry. It can be used as either a liquid 
or dust. 

Q. Can you suggest any flowers that 
I could sow in the garden on the north 
side of my house? The area receives 
sunshine in the morning only. 

A. Check the display of seeds at 
your local garden center or hardware 
store. There is often a list of flowers 
recommended for shade attached to the 
display. Some that you could grow suc- 
cessfully include flowering tobacco, 
lobelia, nasturtium, wishbone flower 
and monkey-flower.® 





U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE PERFECTS NEW GRASS THAT 
SMOTHERS CRABGRASS & STAYS GREEN DESPITE DROUGHT 


e For Present or New e 2/3 Less Mowing 


¥ 


—_ om 


U. S. GOVERNMENT APPROVED 


Credit for amazing Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass belongs to 
U. 8. Dept. of Agriculture in the great Beltsville Research 
Center, near Washington. After years of experimentation 
these specialists perfected this amazing grass with ad- 
vantages never before available. 


DELIGHTED OWNERS! 


Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass has not only been proven in 
rigorous tests by U. 8S. Dept. of Agriculture and by U. 8. 
Golf Assn. but thousands of delighted lawn owners all over 
the country have proven that an AMAZOY lawn improves 
year after year. 


GUARANTEED TO GROW! 
AMAZOY is the finest pure strain of Meyer Z-52 Grass. 
Field grown under rigid supervision. Guaranteed free of 
weeds. AMAZOY is taken out of the ground at the proper 
time for fast, sure growth. Scientifically prepared to reach 
you fresh, green vigorous. Fully guaranteed to grow. Any 
AMAZOY plug which fails to grow will be replaced 
absolutely free of cost. Order now with assured confidence. 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY FERTILIZER OFFER! 


Lawns 
e Grows in All Soils 
e Disease Free Save 


ARM wuRsties 
sik FA 


p\GinAl ** ” 


e No Re-seeding 
e Order by Mail and 
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WON’T BURN OUT 


Now you can have a practically care-free lawn that stays lush and green despite drought. 
Amazing AMAZOY Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass thrives in hottest weather. Its deep-growing 
root system (2 feet or more) picks up and holds deep-underground water, enabling it to go 


weeks without rain or watering. 


Grows in any soil, does not wash out, and practically 


eliminates ugly brown or bare spots due to drought. 


AMAZOY grows on steep hills, 


2/3 LESS CARE NEEDED 


sandy soils—even at ocean beaches where 


other grass can't! Needs 2/3 less mowing, even less care. Won't wash away— 


ORDER AMAZOY BY MAIL TO- 
DAY AT ADVANCE LOW PRICES 


Bi) 84.98 


100 plugs & $4.95 plugger 11.98 
300 plugs & $4.95 plugger 24.98 
650 plugs & $4.95 plugger 49.98 
West of Miss. add 75c per 
50 plugs for shipping. 

WRITE FOR PRICES ON 
LARGER QUANTITIES 


NUTRI-20—1% Ibs. can, reg. $2.95 now $2.00. Amazing scientific discovery, ideal for shrubs, trees, 


gardens, lawns. Order by mail 
ORDER 
BY MAIL 
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ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES, DEPT 1-C 


grows from runners, 


heavy frosts—greens up in the spring. A true perennial! Is not damaged by 
children playing on it or other hard use. 


CHOKES OUT CRAB GRASS, WEEDS 


AMAZOY Zoysia Grass spreads to form a dense, velvety turf that grows so 
thick and hardy that crabgrass, weeds, disease and insects cannot live in it. 


EASY TO PLANT @ PROVIDES 50 TRANSPLANTS YEARLY! 


does not require re-seeding. Turns golden brown after 


AMAZOY comes to you in 2 inch plugs of living grass, 
as recommended by the Dept. of Agriculture, ready to 
plant. Once planted, AMAZOY’S flourishing root 
system spreads to form a thick velvety turf. No loss 
as with seeds, by washout, or hungry birds. Once 
established you can take 50 plug transplants from your 
lawn yearly. 


NOT ENOUGH FOR DEMAND! 

There is net enough AMAZOY grass in the ground to 
supply the fast-growing demand for this far superior 
grass. To assure prompt shipment in time for spring 
planting and early development order while still avail- 
able. Quality and satisfaction absolutely guaranteed. 
Order by mail now! Enclose check or money order. 
Sorry no C.0.D.’s. 


602 N. Howard St., Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. 
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A GENERAL ELECTRIC PROGRESS REPORT: 


Controlled fluorescent light beips produce 
hardy indoor plants and flowers 


Plant research experiments by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and many universities have proved that 
plants grown under adequate amounts of controlled 
fluorescent light in the absence of natural light are hardy 
and vigorous. 


PLANTS MAY BE GROWN TO MATURITY SOONER. Seeds 
germinate rapidly, cuttings root well, and plants may be 
grown to maturity in a shorter time. They have sturdy 
roots and stems, with richer-colored foliage and Jlooms. 
With proper conditions of soil, moisture and tempera- 
ture, household plants respond extremely well to daily 
exposure under controlled fluorescent light. 


This home grower uses standard cool white and daylight 
fluorescent lamp channels suspended over African violets. 


A suspension of fixtures over simple wooden benches provides 


plant li 


ghting for a larger basement flower room. 


Progress ls Our Most Important Product 


GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC 


MARCH 


1956 


G-E COOL WHITE AND DAYLIGHT FLUORESCENT ARE 
LAMPS TO USE. General Electric Standard Cool White 
and Daylight fluorescent tubes have the high light effi- 
ciency and the color required by plants. Whether you 
have ten indoor plants or a hundred, these G-E fluores- 
cent tubes can help you grow hardy, more colorful 
plants—at the flick of a switch. Both are available in a 
variety of sizes to fit all standard commercial lighting 
fixtures and fluorescent channels, plant growth chambers, 
or any do-it-yourself hobby installation. SEE YOUR 
LOCAL GARDEN AND NURSERY SUPPLIER OR 
ELECTRICAL DEALER. 


Many types of plant growth cabinets are also available. They 
use 2 to 8 standard cool white or daylight fluorescent lamps. 


TWO FREE BOOKLETS —“‘What's Happening to Horticulture” 
and “Light for Plant Growth” show you exactly how to use 


G-E fluorescent tubes to grow plants at home. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Large Lamp Dept. FG-3 . 
PLEASE SEND ME: 
Copies of “What's Happening to Horticulture” 
Copies of “Light for Plant Growth” 


NAME 


Nela Park, Cleveland 12, Ohio 
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REVOLUTIONARY NEW 
NITROGEN FERTILIZER 
FROM BORDEN'S 


Feed just on 


FOR A 


year’ supply 


new Dortlens i 


gives lawns, gardens, trees, 
shrubs full year's supply of 
the nitrogen they need. 

e Won't burn when used as recommended 


e Ends hit-or-miss nourishment « Won't leach 


Your lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees, win- 
dow box plants and house plants need a 
steady supply of nitrogen for well-sus- 
tained growth. 


Now just one application of BORDEN’S 
38 gives them a// they need when they 
need it . . . throughout the growing 
season. In tropical or sub-tropical areas, 
feed twice a year. 


Ks 


oar 22h olf 


tees ne etm POUND 


e “Ouse Plans 
Cetin 


(Une, 


Available in 2% 0z., 1 lb. and 5 Ib. 
cans; 25 lb. and 50 Ib. bags. 


That’s because new BORDEN’S 38 releases nitrogen at a controlled rate. No more 
worry whether your costly plants are underfed. No more burning or root injury 
from over-feeding. Yet the cost of the nitrogen in BORDEN’S 38 is no more than 
if you bought organic fertilizer containing only 3% to 7 nitrogen. 


With BORDEN’S 38 you'll get a sturdier, more velvety lawn—more brilliantly col- 
ored blooms. You'll harvest tastier fruits and vegetables—see more luxuriant leaf 


growth on shrubs and trees. 


Choose the once-a-year way to feed vital nitrogen—safely, easily. Use revolution- 
ary new BORDEN’S 38—far superior to fast-acting, water soluble nitrogen 


fertilizers already on the market. 


IF IT’S Borden IT’S GOT TO BE GOOD! 


The Borden Company, Chemical Division, 350 Madison Ave., New York 17,N.¥Y. 





DAHLIAS 


OF OUTSTANDING BEAUTY 


New and standard exhibition varieties of 
all types and sizes for the discriminating 
growers. Our DAHLIA BLUE BOOK, pub- 
lished in January, lists 300 of the best 
with clear descriptions, up-to-date cul'ural 
directions, and other valuable information. 
It’s FREE. Send NOW for your copy. 


ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 


Dept. F 
Rocky River 16, Ohio 
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SUCCULENTS 


‘A COLORFUL | 
i EXOTIC 
Write for our beautiful 
colored ct picturin 
these bright, odd an 


easily grown ven plants 


| AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC- 1 


CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. 
SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 
POTTING SOILS. 


i 

CACTI j 
HUNDREDS OF RARE FLOWER. Orchid Cacti 

ING KINDS DESCRIBED. In Many Colors 


Johnson Cactus Gardens 
Box F-3 PARAMOUNT, CALIF. 





of botanical 


GARDENER INDOORS 


New Books 


SUCCULENT PLANTS. 293 pages. 
277 illustrations. $9.00; THE CUL- 
TIVATION OF SUCCULENTS. 
108 pages. Illustrated. $2.50. Both 
books by H. Jacobson. Translated 
by Vera Higgins. Ernest Benn Ltd., 
London. U. S. distributor, John 
de Graff, Inc., New York. 


Contrary to popular opinion not every 
spiny plant is a cactus. There are, es- 
pecially in the old world, many plants 
growing under environments similar to 
those which produced the cacti. These 
plants developed similar body structures 
which enable them to endure exceedingly 
arid conditions. And these (not necessarily 
spiny plants, though many of them are) 
are known as succulents. They are charac- 
terized by their juicy leaves or stems which 
serve as reservoirs of moisture to carry 
them over the dry seasons. Their outer 
skin (cuticle) is thickened and often is 
covered with wax or with woolly hairs to 
retard the evaporation of water. 

There are many plant families repre- 
sented among the succulents, including 
amaryllidaceae (agave); liliaceae (also, 
haworthia etc.); asclepiadaceae (hoodia, 
stapelia etc.j); euphorbiaceae (euphorbia, 
jatropha); and the aizoaceae. It is in the 
latter group which contains the mesem- 
bryanthemums (now split into scores of 
genera) that we find the “living stones,” 
“mimicry plants” and the “windowed 
plants.” These are of extreme interest be- 
cause of the means taken to adapt them- 
selves to their environment. The living 
stones look so much like the pebbles on 
the ground in which they grow that they 
are not easily found by animals looking 
for a toothsome morsel. Other mimicry 
plants look like bird droppings. The 
windowed plants protect themselves from 
the disintegrating effect that the brilliant 
sun has on chlorophyll by growing partly 
underground, light being admitted to the 
chlorophyll in the interior of their leaves 
through translucent areas (windows) lo- 
cated on the tips of the leaves. 

The first fifteen pages of Succulent 
Plants is concerned with the home life of 
succulents, their form and mode of life, 
their uses and cultivation, and succulents 
in nursery practice. The remainder of the 
book is taken up mainly with botanical 
descriptions of succulents. 

The Cultivation of Succulents may be 
regarded as supplementary to Succulent 
Plants although there is some duplication 
of information. Succulent Plants is a 
valuable reference book for the libraries 
institutions; also for con- 
noisseurs of succulents who are almost 


| as fanatical in devotion to their hobby as 


the devotees of saintpaulia are to theirs. 
For those who are mildly interested in 
succulents, The Cultivation of Succulents 
is adequate—MONTAGUE FREE 
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tele 4ie)-i97 


Shumway’ s einer 


SENSATIONAL . 
DOLLAR OFFERS 


EACH IS A REAL BARGAIN 
IN GARDEN VALUES 


Order direct from this page of outstanding offers 


CRIMSON 


GLORY 


HYBRID 
RED 


ROSE 


Two year old, hardy everblooming 
hybrid tea bush Rose, finest deep 
red, big beautiful blooms, 6” 
across, Be wax foliage. Most 
fragrant of all roses. 


$1.00 Each 


OFFER No. 22 


BEGONIAS 


Camellia 
flowered, tub- 


All popu 
lar varieties of highest quality stock guaranteed to bloom 
this year. Order today and save—supply 

C.0.D.'s. Any offer $1.00 postpaid, 4 offers 
Big 1956 Catalog included FREE 


OTHER SPECIALTIES 


limited—no 
$3.75 


for 
(Check coupon.) 





GLOXINIAS 


Beautiful 
House Plants 


$1.00 Per Offer Postpaid 


Offers Cannot be Broken 





Offer No. 26 REGALE LILIES -Large 


Imported Bulbs 
Rapid, and easy 
to grow plants. 
Magnificent, 
velvety 3” to 4” 


erous rooted. 
Gorgeous 


bulbs produce 6” long blooms, 4” 
to 5” across. 5 bulbs for. .$1.00 


Offer No. 27 CALADIUM—Fancy 
Leaved. Excellent border plants, 


or attractive house plants. Mixed 
Colors. 3 large bulbs... .$1.00 


Offer No. 11 DAHLIAS—Ball Type 
mixed colors, all named varieties, 
not labeled. 6 tubers ... .$1.00 


Offer No. 17 AFRICAN VIOLET— 
Double Margaret, 242”’ Deep blue 
double flowers. Each 


Offer No. 28 HOUSE PLANT SPE- 
CIAL—One Fuchsia Senorita, Ruby 
Red. One Christmas Cactus plant 
that grow lovely red flowers from 
Christmas to Easter. 

1 of each 


Offer No. 31 RANUNCULUS — 
Popular, colorful perennial. Fine 
for cutting. 25 Bulbs for. .$1.00 


Offer No. 32 ANEMONES —Free 
blooming, ideal for bouquets, 
mixed colors, perennial. 

25 bulbs for 


Offer No. 33 CANNAS—New Pink 
Gem. 5 bulbs for 1.00 


Offer No. 34 CARNATIONS — 
Giant Size. One each—Red, Pink, 
Yellow, White — separately la- ° ‘ ime yp i at POU 
beled. 4 plants for 1.00 


Offer No. 12 LEMON PLANT — 
Dwarf Everbearing. Unique House 
Plant that grows real edible fruit. 


PHLOX 


Strong. hardy, peren- 
nial plants. Will 
bloom in your garden 
for years. One each, 
Red, Purple and Pink. 
Separately labeled. 


3 Plants *1.00 8 wuts 


OFFER No. 24 OFFER No. 16 


flowers last for 
months. Can be 
planted out- 
doors in warm 


side and out- 
weather. Lovely} side planting. 
mixed colors. 


*1.00) 12 bulbs 1.00 


OFFER No. 14 


Easy to grow. 
Ideal for in- 


























Mounds of gorgeous blooms this 
year. Hardy, easy to grow 2 to 
3 ft. across. One each, separately 


labeled. Red, 
Yellow, Bronze, 
White. 


4 for $1.00 


OFFER No. 10 


STRAWBERRIES 


Popular, reliable 
Senator Dunlap. 
Hardiest variety. 
Easy to grow 
anywhere. Excel- 
lent canner. Won- 
derful to freeze. Large, sweet, 


dark red fruit. 
25 plants only $1.00 


OFFER No. 23 








GERANIUMS 


Most profuse bloom- 
ing geranium offered. 
4 to 6” ball shaped 
blooms. Beautiful deep 
rich red color — well 
rooted from 22” pots. 
Blooms until frost. 


3 plants for 
$1.00 


OFFER No. 25 


Plants from 3” pots... 
Blooms indoors in winter, 
can be transplanted to the 
yard in summer. Strong, 
hardy plants. Gorgeous im- 
mense flowers. Special offer. 
One Red and one Blue. 


2 for $1.00 


OFFER No. 21 























R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN—Dept. 351, Rockford, Illinois 
Please send me offers checked. | enclosed $ (Ne COD) 


C2 Ne. 10 0 No. 16 0 Ne. 23 0 Ne. 

0 Ne. 11 0 Ne. 17 0 No. 24 0 Ne, 

0 No. 12 D0 Neo. 21 0 Ne. 25 0 Ne, 31 0 Ne. 

0 Ne. 14 0 Ne. 22 0 Ne. 26 0 Ne. 32 0) Ne, 
0 Alse check if you desire Free Catalog. 





0) Ne. 27 
0) Ne. 28 





Offer No. 35 HANGING BASKET 
BEGONIAS—targe bulbs. Hang- 


ing effect. 
3 bulbs (mixed colors)... .$1.00 


Offer No. 36 GLADIOLUS BULBS 
—Rainbow Mixture. Large bulbs. 
3” around. 





NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY 


PIONEER AMERICAN 








STATE___ 


SEEDSMAN, SINCE 1870 











Don’t Delay——Order Today! 














Preparin 
0 the Green... 


Just after the Civil War, this mower was all the rage for 
caring for the well-groomed lawn—a far cry from the 
gleaming, efficient power mowers of today. You'll find the 
whole fascinating story of mowing—from sheep and scythes 
to power reels and rotaries—in the April issue of Flower 
Grower, The Home Garden Magazine. 


The illustrated “History of Lawn Mowers” is only the in- 
troduction to a major editorial section in April, called 
BEAUTIFUL LAWN, BEAUTIFUL GARDEN. It will be 
the most complete and useful how-to-do-it section on Lawns 
ever to appear in Flower Grower, You’ll find photos and 
hints on how to prepare and plant and care for a lawn, 
regional instructions, the tools for lawn care, kinds of 
grasses, watering the lawn, etc. 


April is far more than just lawns, though: there’ll be fea- 
tures and pictures, drawings and charts, on Vegetables, 
Foliage Plants, Garden Design, House Plants . . . plus an 
excerpt from an exciting, just-published book by Dr. P. P. 
Pirone: What’s New In Gardening, with news of Annuals, 
Perennials, Bulbs, Shrubs, Trees, Roses and Fruits. 


Look for 


In your mailbox or at your favorite magazine stand during the fourth week of March. 
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Roses tailored 
for cold winters 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


OW MANY ROSES did you lose last 
H winter? How many more are 

borderline cases—weak looking 
and with a lot of die-back when you 
start to prune them, but still with a bit 
of life left, so that as you go over them 
you decide to let them remain, on the 
slim chance that they may “grow out of 
it”? (Chances are that if they do, they 
will not give you many good flowers 
before autumn.) 

In such a situation there are three 
things you can do now! 

The first is to select additional varie- 
ties that are really cold resistant and 
then get them planted at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The second is to plant your roses in a 
more sheltered location, or in a better 
one, if they were exposed. 

The third is to resolve to provide bet- 
ter protection next fall than you did last. 
That is a matter to make a note of for 
the future: not much you can do about 
it at the moment. 

If you live in a really tough climate, 
you would do well to rely chiefly on 
roses which have been bred primarily 
for resistance to injury from low-winter 
temperatures. Such are the sub-zero 
race created by the Brownells during 
several decades of patient work. These 
varieties include many bush roses of 
hybrid-tea type which have good form 
and a fair range of colors. It is true that 
they are not, as a group, “show” roses 
with the almost unlimited spread of 
colors available in modern hybrid teas, 
but they are unusually hardy. In fif- 
teen years of rose growing we have 
never lost any Brownell rose. Most of 
them, too, are much more resistant to 
black spot disease, which weakens many 
of the general run of hybrid teas and 
thus makes them more susceptible to 
winter injury. 

Among the Brownell bush roses we 
particularly like are peach-pink BREAK 
O’ Day, very double; ORANGE RUFFLEs, 
with waved petals; LiLy Pons, cream; 
ANNE VANDERBILT, deep grenadine-red 
semi-double; PINK PRINCEss; and hand- 
some RED DutTcHEss. And among 
the climbers, vigorous, ever-blooming 
CLIMBING BREAK O’Day; GOLDEN 
CLIMBER; hauntingly fragrant ORANGE 
EVERGLOW with beautifully formed buds 
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Z easy gous TILLER/MOWERS 


There’s nothing like the carefree feeling 
you get when a Choremaster 
takes over your yard and garden chores! 


A Choremaster Tiller/Mower 
spades ground thoroughly, quickly, 
up to 21” wide and 9” deep, 


Quick-switch to mow grass and 
weeds 21” wide... edge walks 
and drives .. . aerate lawns, 
mulch leaves, too! 


“BUY YOUR 
CHOREMASTER 
on the MOWeGROW 
PAY PLAN” 


The Town & Country 
TILLER/MOWER 


Ideal for the suburbanite, 
giving exceptional versa- 
tility at low cost. Works 
ground up to 17” wide 
and 7” deep... 60-second 
switch to 18” or 21” 
mower and leaf mulcher, 
Lawn edging attachment 
also available, 


Heavy Duty 
GARDEN TILLER 


Rugged, eager power for 


~A the BIG vegetable or 


flower garden. Cuts 
hours and aches from 
the hardest ground- 
working jobs. A 
single pass performs 

’ functions of plow, 
disc and harrow 

- ++ tilling ground 

up to 21” wide 

and 9° deep, 


WRITE FOR LITERATURE and dealer’s name 
CHOREMASTER DIVISION WEBER Engineered Pr 


, 


Choremaster ... The Qualit) 


MARCH 1956 


E UNIT. ..Spades Mow? 
Edges... FurrowS 
.»» Mulches 


9 NEW ROTARY MOWERS 


to fit your yard 
finest in the field 


Lawn care’s a pleasure with a 
new Choremaster ,.. 18” and 
21” sizes, easy-wheel and 
power-propelled models 
with special safety features 

De for fast, easy mowing 
m and leaf mulching. 





cCSPECIAL— 


NEW and BETTER 
FLOWERS 


PACKETS - 
ALL YOU WANT. agp 24 


ONLY QO each 6 


at Lower Prices Than Ordinary Kinds! 


For you to get acquainted 


with these outstanding flowers from 


Burpee’s Floradale Farms, we make this unusual Introductory 
Offer. They'll give you more enjoyment from your garden, and 
the finest flowers ever. 14 of the leading varieties are listed. 
Choose any 5 for $1.00, more than 5 at only 20c each. 


(You may order more than 1 Pkt. of a kind. Minimum order $1.00 or more.) 


Extra Eorly Snaps — 25¢ Pkt. 


PP SS SS SSeS SB See seen Be 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 727 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


Send postpaid the Burpee Seeds marked below: 
(several new 1956 Burpee Creations are included) 


AGERATUM, Tetra Blue 4355 (35c-Pkt.) 

Most popular blue dwarf bedding and edging plants, now mi- 
raculously improved. Extra large, fluffy flowerheads make a 
dense carpet. Stems long enough for cutting. 

ASTERS, Giant Blue Peony 4363 (40c-Pkt.) 

Of such great size the peony-like petals form fully double 
blooms up to 5 in. across, on strong 1-ft. stems, for a long sea- 
son. Silvery azure blue. Plants grow 2 ft. tall. 

CELOSIA, Tali Pilumed, Flaming Fire 4361 (35c-Pkt.) 
From Grandmother's garden but completely transformed in 
20th Century fashion. A bright orange-scarlet garden display; 
striking and long-lasting in dry bouquets. 

COSMOS, Burpee Primrose 4367 (25c-Pkt.) 
Fast-growing, extra early to bloom. So generous the 3-ft. 
plants are constant mounds of pleasing sof: primrose-yellow. 
Attractive foliage. 80th Anniversary creation. 

GERANIUMS, Giant Floradale Fancy 4343 (35c-Pkt.) 
With these Burpee Seeds it’s easy and fascinating to grow 
your own geraniums! Enormous flowerheads in crimson, rose, 
scarlet, salmon, pink, white mixed. Lush, scented foliage. 

LARKSPUR, Burpee Wonder 4093 (25c-Pkt.) 

A distinct base-branching creation with many more long- 
stemmed flower-spikes per plant—for more bouquets and 
more colorful garden display. Blue, salmon, white mixed. 

MARIGOLDS, Burpee Nearest-to-White 4364 (25c-Pkt.) 
All the loveliest creamy and pale yellow tints, including new 
hybrids never before seen. Large flowers on long stems. The 
$10,000 Treasure Hunt marigolds! 

MARIGOLDS, Burpee Red-and-Gold Hybrids 4154 (50c-Pkt.) 
A world-wide sensation! Graceful, large, intensely double 
flowers that vary from rich solid mahogany-scarlet to charm- 
ing mosaics of red and gold. Ornamental plants. 

PANSIES, Burpee Giant Fancy Blend 4204 (35c-Pkt.) 
Carefully bred to hold their huge exhibition blooms on strong 
stems well above the foliage. Up to 4 in. across, exquisitely 
waved and frilled. Gorgeous mixed colors. 

PETUNIAS, Giant Fluffy Ruffles 4233 (35c-Pkt.) 
Burpee’s prize mixture of huge fragrant flowers, deeply ruf- 
fled and fringed, many richly veined. 5 in. or more across. 
Lovely in beds, borders, and window boxes. 

SNAPDRAGONS, Extra Early Giant Hybrids 4254 (25c-Pkt.) 
Enjoy your first snapdragon bouquets weeks earlier! Their 
second-generation hybrid vigor makes more new tall spikes 
keep coming all summer and fall. All colors mixed. 

SWEET ALYSSUM, Tetra Snowdrift 4002 (25c-Pkt.) 

The soothing white flowers of ancient legend to calm upset 
nerves, now transmuted by modern alchemy into bigger 
flowerheads, larger florets, more vigorous plants. 

ZINNIAS, Kismet Giant Hybrids 4352 (25c-Pkt.) 

A new color in Burpee Hybrids, world’s leading zinnias. Glow- 
ing Persian red named for the colorful MGM movie spectacu- 
lar, ““Kismet.”” Huge double blooms 5 in. across. 

ZINNIAS, Persian Carpet 4326 (35c-Pkt.) } 
Vari-colored miniature double flowers about 1% in. across, in 
many rich oriental hues. Pointed petals tipped or bordered 
with contrasting shades. Very prolific-blooming. 

(All easy to grow—directions 
are printed on every Packet) 
Please 
Print 


Check here if you do not now have the new 
1956 Burpee Seed Catalog, and want one. 
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and recurved outer petals; and chaste 
WHITE GOLD. 

Some standard-type hybrid teas that 
have stayed with us for many years, with 
occasional temperatures of 15° to 20° 
below zero are: 

Ecuipse, the far-from-new yellow 
with the most beautifully shaped buds 
of all; KATHERINE T. MARSHALL, with 
stately coral-pink buds and flowers on 
long, strong, straight stems; HILL Top, 
a delicate coral buff with flowers of fine 
form; and Peace. All these are fra- 
grant, and all are distinguished for their 
dark, leathery foliage. 

Of course, there are many, many 
more. Information on the winter-hardi- 
ness of new varieties may be gleaned 
from the “Proof of the Pudding” reports 
published annually in the Year Book 
of the American Rose Society. 

Floribundas as a class, have with us, 
proved even hardier than the hybrid 
teas. Such varieties as old WoRLD’s 
Fark and BeTTy Prior, and the newer, 


VOGUE, FASHION and INDEPENDENCE, 
come back vigorous and smiling, year 
after year. Unfading rich red FREN- 
SHAM is one of our favorites and we are 
enthusiastic about last year’s geranium- 
red SPARTAN, with its many, brilliant, 
well-formed blooms throughout the sea- 
son, its lustrous, dark foliage on bushy 
plants and for the disease resistance and 
iron-hardiness which gives it its name. 

Most shrub roses are extremely hardy. 
Old HaRIson’s YELLOW, HUGONIs and 
ROSENELF—not to mention the rugged 
rugosas and their hybrids, one of the 
best of which is silvery-pink Frau Dac- 
MAR HaRTOPP—withstand decade after 
decade of the worst buffeting winter has 
to offer. 

Undue exposure to winter conditions, 
including late winter winds, should be 
avoided if you want your garden roses 
to come through uninjured. Poor drain- 
age is another cause, often unsuspected, 
of winter injury. In planting, avoid lo- 
cations which provide such hazards. 

And in spring planting, or replanting, 
there are other dangers to be guarded 
against. These are the possibility of 
high spring winds and strong spring sun 
drying out the canes before the roots 
have become established; or of a late, 
hard frost killing back the soft new 
growth. Hill up well with soil, to a 
height of 6 inches or more, any rose 
bush set out in early spring, removing 
the soil again gradually as growth 
develops.® 
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WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY- 
PROFITABLE HOME BUSINESS! 


a) 


NO GREENHOUSE NEEDED 
YEAR ‘ROUND 


— ANY CLIMATE 
MAINE TO 
CALIFORNIA 


Most enjoyable hob- 
by I know. People 
drove 100 miles to 


see this plant... 


10 


flowers, 82 inches 


across! 


THOMAS HURST—Utah 


FILL YOUR HOME WITH ORCHIDS 


EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR, Successful family of home growers now 
reveal their secrets for your pleasure and profit. Learn the exciting 
facts about raising beautiful Orchids at home...how to grow 
dozens of varieties in every rainbow color... have Orchids in full 
bloom every month of the year! Many grow without soil, getting 
food from the air. NO GREENHOUSE NEEDED. Start on table 
or window ledge. 


THRILLING HOBBY—EXCITING HOME BUSINESS. Imagine the delight of 
watching gorgeous Orchids burst into bloom right in your own liv- 
ing room! The big lavender corsage Orchids you see in every flower 
shop—also many others in all sizes and colors. Orchids for your own 
enjoyment, for gifts or to sell at good profits. 


FINE PROFITS — ANY LOCATION — RETAIL — WHOLESALE — MAIL ORDER 
Learn how to market your Orchids for profit, no matter where you 
live—small town, big city, or on a farm. Millions sold by mail order, 
year ’round. Tropical Flowerland’s “Quick-Profit Plan” helps you 
get started at once, without investment in stock. No overhead. 


Home Growers Coast to Coast 
Benefit from the Schirmers’ Help 


My Orchids are do- 
ing fine. I sell many 
blooms and haven't 
really started to 
try yet. I owe my 
success to the 
Schirmers. 


Growing Orchids 
for profit lets me 
have my business 
at home. When I 
first saw your ad, 
I had never seen an 
Orchid. 
OARS. SEABIE SMITH 
—Arkansas 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 73 


Orchids offer rich 
reward in beauty. 
There is financial 
reward for one in- 
terested commer- 
cially, as Tam. 
Thanks a_ million 

for everything. 
MR. S. V. SMART 
Colorado 


I have standing 
orders for future 
flowers and divi- 
sions of this plant. 
I shall always be 
grateful to the 
Schirmers. 


MRS. ROBERT E. LEE 
—Ohie 


4622 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


IN YOUR 


I had no idea how 
easy it is to grow Or- 

chids. 
MRS. NELLIE SPARROW 
—Mass, 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY. It’s great fun to grow Orchids. 
And the whole family can help—from teen-agers up. Mr. 
Schirmer himself is over 60—was nearly 50 when he and 
Mrs. Schirmer first started to grow Orchids for profit. 


LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. Learn how one plant may 
become many, each as valuable as the first! Flower pro- 
duction and plant stock should both increase steadily— 
year after year—and so should your profits! 


COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS and Blooming-Size Orchid 
Plant Sent for You to Examine at Home without Risk! 


Airmail coupon today for 
amazing offer of Complete 
Home Course and a real 
blooming-size Orchid plant 
for you to examine at home 
without risk! Nearly 300 
large-size pages, filled with 
“show-how”’ drawings and 


FREE AIRMAIL THIS COUPON 


aaa 
ie 


photos — many in full color. 
Shows you how to grow 30 
different kinds of Orchids at 
home, and market them for 
extra income — spare or full 
time. Send no money—fill out 
and send in the coupon. 
Airmail is quickest. 


NOW! 
a 3 a eae 





EXCITING TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS 


4 of the Crient’s most outstand- 
ing varieties — fine for pots 

or outdoors. 

MAMMOTH BULBS ESPE- 

CIALLY SELECTED TO 

GIVE MAXIMUM 

BLOOMS. 


GLORIOSA 
ROTHSCHILDIANA 


Exotic “Climbing Spider Lily.” Sensation of 
flower shows everywhere, and widely used by 
florists. The blooms are gracefully reflexed, deep 
red with golden yellow edge. Discovered in South 
Africa, and named in honor of the Rothschilds, 
Gloriosa is very easy to grow and flower, and the 
unusual cigar-shaped tuber, as well as the fascin- 
ating blooms, will create more interest than any- 
thing else in your garden. King-size, top quality 
tubers, [) $1.50 each, [] 4 for $5.00. 


HAEMANTHUS 


The South African “Blood Lilies” are very 
rare members of the Amaryllis family and are 
true aristocrats of the bulb kingdom. Easy to 
grow, they bear hundreds of flowers on a thick 
stalk. Florets open successively over a long per- 
iod, and the flower head is the size of a softball. 
Colors run from salmon-red to deep blood-red. 
A proud possession. Regular $5.00 to $10.00 
values, () $3.00 each, [] 2 for $5.00. 


GLOXINIAS 


The “all-time” favorite pot plant! Our mam- 
moth tubers will amaze you with their size, and 
in no other tuber is size more important if you 
want lush foliage and a mass of blooms. 
£] BLANCHE DE MERU. Rose, white throat. 
[) EMPEROR FREDERICK. Red bordered white. 
(1) EMPEROR WILLIAM. Purple bordered white. 
[] ETOILE DE FEU. Bright red. 

(] MOUNT BLANC. Pure white. 

CC) PRINCE ALBERT. Deep blue-violet. 

(C) PRIN. ELIZ. Blue, white throat. 

(1) QUEEN WILHELMINA. Dark rose. 

C) ROI DES ROUGES. Deep scarlet. 

C) TIGERINA. Spotted hybrids in shades of pur- 
ple, blue, red, pink. 

_] VIOLANCEA., Soft violet-blue. 

C] 59e each, [] 6 for $3.00. 

[] 11 (1 of each) for only $5.00 


“FIRE KING” LILY 


Perhaps the most popular, and unquestionably 
the most colorful and spectacular of the Euro- 
pean introductions. Flowers are recurved, in- 
tense vermilion-scarlet with purple-brown spots. 
Bears massive flower heads of 20 to 30 blooms 
for over three weeks during June and July. Grow 
3 to 4 ft. tall on strong erect stems. Order now 
and be the first in your community to own this 
striking new Lily. [] $1.00 each, [] 6 for $5.00, 


(You may use this page and opposite page as 
your order blank). 
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THE ORIENT‘’S MOST Sensational PLANT. 
MIDGET ORCHID COLLECTIONS 


[(] 4 MAMMOTH BULBS (1 each of the four listed)....$3.00 
( 12 MAMMOTH BULBS (3 each of the four listed).... 8.50 


BLETILLA HYACINTHIANA. Outstand- 
ing! Delicate lavender blooms—exact rep- 
licas of the Cattleya orchids your florist 
uses in corsages, only midget size. Can be 
grown in pots, or outdoors, being hardy in 
most localities. 


[] 2 for $1.50 [] 12 for $7.50 

CYPRIPEDIUM JAPONICUM. An at- 
tractive hardy orchid similar to the Amer- 
ican Lady’s Slipper, but finer. Flowers are 
a fascinating shade of green, dotted red, 
while the lip is white, flushed rosy pink. 
Very striking for flower arrangements. Can 
be grown in pots, or planted in moist, cool 
borders, bogs, or rock gardens. 


0) 2 for $1.75 C) 12 for $9.50 


CALANTHE STRIATI SIEBOLDII. By far 
the finest of the terrestrial orchids, produc- 
ing flowers that are long-lasting in the ger- 
den, or when cut. Should be grown in a 
shady place. Should be mulched or lifted 
in extremely cold regions. Flowers are 
golden-yellow, borne in great profusion 
along the spikes—up to 20 blooms on a 
stem. 

[]) 2 for $1.75 [] 12 for $9.50 

CALANTHE DISCOLOR. A very fine 
species for woodland gardens, shady rocker- 
ies, or borders, as well as for indoor cul- 
ture. Flowers are borne in great profusion 
along the stems, have claret sepals and 
petals, and a three-lobed white lip which 
is flushed a delicate rose. 

C) 2 for $1.50 (0 12 for $7.50 


TREE PEONIES 


(Paeonia Moutan) Truly the “King of Flowers’, both in size and stately beauty. A Tree Peony ia 
full bloom is a breath-taking sight, one that dwarfs by comparison most other flowers. Regal ia 
bearing — up to 6 feet tall when mature — and loaded with hundreds of blooms. Nothing can compare 
with this venerable monarch of the plant kingdom. 

Venerable — because the Tree Peony flourished in the mountains of Tibet and China 1000 years age 
Introduced into Europe only 150 years ago, its development and propagation has been slow and ex- 
pensive, placing them ond the means of most. One still sees roots offered at $7.50 to $20.00 each. 
This year the quantity is sufficient to offer them at a price never before dreamed possible. The colors 


wreEete epee O RED (0 PINK ( PURPLE [ WHITE 
(0 $3.00 each; () 4 for $9.50 (Save $2.50) 


Imported DUTCH 
AMARYLLIS 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THE FIRST YEAR! 
SELECTED GIANT-FLOWERED 


NAMED VARIETIES 


Selected strains noted for size and shape, as well as height of bloom and free-flowering qualities. 
Most varieties will produce two stems, each bearing up to 4 flowers. The blooms are mammoth — up 
to 12 inches in diameter — opening to a round, symmetrical, outward-facing flower that defies 
description. Available in the following named varieties; guaranteed true to name and color. 

DAZZLER. Brilliant orange-red. [|] RED ROVER. Brilliant red. Large. 

FIRE KING. Bright, clear red. || SALMON QUEEN. Fine salmon-orange. 

L’INNOCENCE, Pure white. SCARLET ADMIRAL, Glossy scarlet. 

ORANGE KING. Clear bright orange. STRIPED BEAUTY. Peppermint stripes of 

PINK PERFECTION. Carmine-pink. red and white. Large flower. 

Guaranteed Genuine Imported Dutch Bulbs — perfectly dormant — will bloom in garden or in- 
doors yet this Spring. ta . 

of eac 


(CO $3.50 each; [] 4 for $12.50; [] 9 Cccsiens listed 7 for $19.50 


AMARYLLIS 
FORMOSISSIMA 


(Sprekelia or Aztec Lily) 

A flower of unexcelled beauty. Glistening, deep 
red, orchid shaped flowers on tall slender stems. 
Foliage is of a glossy, deep green. 

( 79¢ each, [] 2 for $1.50 


CLIVIA MINIATA 


Interesting, easy-to-flower member of the 
Amaryllis family. The evergreen foliage in itself 
is most attractive, making a fine house plant. 
The flowers are borne in gigantic umbels, bright 
orange-red in color, and lasting over a long 


period. 
C) $3.00 each, [) 2 for $5.00 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, Inc. 


FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 


FLOWER GROWER 








§ 72° BARGAINS 


EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


We proudly present the “Cream of the World's 
Crops"! Each item produced by an outstanding 
specialist, and offered directly to you at these 
amazingly low prices. All bulbs and plants guar- 
anteed to be blooming size, to arrive in good con- 
dition, and to satisfy in every respect All stock 
shipped at proper plonting ti 
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The large, highly 
voriegated, almost 
tronsporent leoves 
of these vunusvol 
tropical plonts will 
brighten ony shady 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 


These imported tubers $ 
will produce o mass of 
trumpet-shaped blooms 
either indoors or in the 
gorden. A wide selec- 
tion of mixed colors 


3 PEONY Roots 


Probably the most popu- 
lor of all perennials 
These lorgé roots ore 
produced by on expert 
Assorted pink, red, and 
white 


delicate pink, heort- 


v a 1. One of the earliest flow- 7 00 
9? ering perennials, the — 
Od KR shaped flowers ore ideo! 
; for borders of rock 
Ree gordens 


Everbicoming, pure 
white, wox-like flowers. 
Easily grown, they will 
fill your garden or room 
with the fragrance of 
oronge-blossoms 


Achimenes. Assorted Colors 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily 
Anemones. Wind Flowers. Mixed colors 
Astibe. Perennial Spirea 
Black-Throated Callas 

Elephant Ears. C. Esculentum 
Cooperia. Rain or Surprise lily 
Crinum. Giant Lily-like flower 
Cushion Mums. Assorted colors 
Curcuma. Indiax Ginger Lily 
Funkia Voariegata. Plantian Lily 
Eucharis A i A lily... 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed colors. . 
Incarvillea. Hardy Gloxinia 
Montbretias. Assorted colors 

Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amaryllid. 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover 
Phiox. Assorted colors 

Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise 

Tigridia. Mexican Shell Flower 
Zephyranthes. Fairy Lily 


UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS 
Hanging Basket Type. Mixed colors. . 
Carnation-Flowered Type. Mixed colors 
Lilliput (Miniature) Type. Mixed.... 
Dazzling Two-Tone Type. Mixed colors 
Dainty Rosebud Type. ( Bouton de Rose) 


ISMENES (Peruvian Doffodils) 
Calathina. White daffodil-like blooms. 
Pancratium. Like above, but loter... 
Hymenocallis. White Spider Lily 

LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 


Extra Selected Pips for Forcing 
Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting... 


H 1956 





Any 6 Specials 


«, 2 BLEEDING HEART Roots 


$500 Postpaid 


Any 12 Specials $192 Postpaid 


8 TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


Double-flowering, 
camellio - can 8 00 
Aristocrats of the — 
shade - loving 

plants Striking 

green leaves— 

large double C] 
flowers. A “‘must 

for every garden 

Assorted colors 


Hardy Chinese 
Terrestial Orchid. 
12” stems bear 
dainty, orchid- 
shaped mavve 
fiowers. Likes 
semi-shade. Ex- 
lent for rock 
gardens. 


ACT NG a 


America’s favorite goar- 
den lily. Fragrant, per- 
fectly hardy, ond oa 
profuse bloomer. Large 
white trumpets on tall 
stems; buds ore suffused 
red before opening 


The “Gold Banded-tily.” 
A prominent gold band 
on its petols gives this 
outstanding fovorite its 
name. imported from 
Jepon. Hardy 


7 ESTATE LILIES 


A truly hardy “Easter” 
lily! Attractive folioge, 
graced with exception 
olly lorge, pure white 
blooms. Excellent for cut- 
ting, os well os outdoors 


50 GLADIOLI 


A “Rainbow Mixture” of 
many outstanding varie- 
ties. The best of the 
large flowering vorieties 
will be found in this 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


12 CANNA Roots 


Cannes ore as excep. $ 00 
tional for the beauty of 
their enormous leaves os 

for the striking colors of 

their large flower clus- 0 


ters. Assorted colors. 


Clover. Dainty 

, pink flowers 

bloom profusely 

\ oll summer 

\ Dwarfidea! for 

CN rock gardens jpots 

mw | 10 Summer HYACINTH Bulbs 
q = ya 
A) Amy 
Mae Pe) b 


VOCS ori 


/ (Galtonia,) Grow 
ete S ft tall. Beor 


ing and vunusvol. 
© Abyss nian GLADIOLU 


IS 
Dainty, cream- $ 0 


white flowers, with 0 

@ splash of choco = 
late in the throot, 

and a sweet frog- 

ronce 

Hondle some o% C] 
gladiolus 


3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 
Amoryllis Halli (Ly- 


coris Squomigera). $ 00 
“Magic Lily of Jo- — 
pon.” in lote Spring 

folioge disoppeors, 

ond co spike 

lavender flowers 

springs, like magic, [] 
from the ground 

Hordy. 


4 RUBRUM LILIES 


Exotic pink lilies from $ 00 
Jopon. The groceful re- 
m flexed petals moke them =—_— 

invelvoble for use in 

corsoges, ond ortistic 

flore!l arrangements ‘= 


Hardy 


7 TIGER LILIES 


Attractive, lorge orange $ 00 
flowers with reflexed pnd 
petols. An exceptionally 


Dim vigorous, hordy stroin 
imported from Holland 


3 CALLA LILIES 


idea! house pionts, Cal- 
les con also be wons- § 00 
plonted ovtdoors for — 


ff exceptional beauty 

m around pools, rock gor- 
dens, etc. We'll ship | 
Yellow, | White, ond 
1 Pink. 


6 DAHLIA Tubers 


These ore the torge. 00 
decorative type. Six dif- 
ferent colors ore repre- 

sented—all show vorie- 

ties. One voriety alone 

normally sells for the [] 
price asked for oll six 


3 Hybrid AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


The Meod Strain f¢ 00 
Giont American Hybrids. 
They con be grown in- 

doors or outdoors, but 

should be lifted in the 

Fall. Assorted shades ‘a 





ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 


Enclosed find $. 





24400 DRAKE ROAD 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 


Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 


Remember, you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 


Please add 25¢ for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 











GREEN 
GLADIOLUS 


WE HAVE THEM 


AS WELL AS all the other types, giants, 
miniatures, ruffled, ete. The best to be 
had, over 350 varieties. We offer the 
finest of the new introductions as well 
as the cream of the older 

ones. If you have not grown 

the new types of glads, you 

will be amazed at the im- 
provements in late years. 

Have been growing 50 to 80 

acres for many years and 

have introduced many of the 

world’s best varieties. 





SEND 10 CENTS for the best 
and most up te the minute 
glad catalog published. De- 
duct this from your first order. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW 
GARDENS 


Elmer Gove 


Box 45-3 Burlington, Vermont 





Standing new variety 
with hybrid vigor at a 
popular price... Mardi 
Grashighlightsthe huge 
Mandeville Assortment 
for 56... a complete 
selection by America’s 
Flower Seed Specialists 
of new varieties and old 
favorites. It’s more fun 
to buy from the Mande- 
ville Assortment with 
so many choices! 


TRIPLE-TESTED for (1) Germination, 
(2) Quality of Flowers, and (3) Com- 
pleteness of Mixtures 


‘"Show-How” Every Mandeville packet in- 
Packet cludes map showing when 
Helps to plant in your area, plus 

Guarantee pictures showing how to tell 

Your Success seedlings from weeds. 

@ To Insure the Richness of Your Soil, 

Use a Good Plant Food Like Vigoro or 

Stimuplant. o . Mandeville & King Co, 

Rochester 1, N. Y., Established 1876. 


MAKE SELECTIONS EARLY 
FOR WIDEST CHOICE! 
AT STORES ONLY—EVERYWHERE 











foes. Sia 


GUNSTAN HALL (15 miles south of Alexandria on Route 242) was built in 1758 by 
George Mason, author of Bill of Rights. The charming old garden has shrubs planted 
in interesting designs. The original boxwood, being restored by The Garden Club 
of Virginia, will eventually be terraced to the Potomac River, which it overlooks, 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Virgin las 


historic gardens 


LITTLE OATLANDS on Route 15 near 
Leesburg, has lovely formal gardens divided 
by box hedges and low stone walls designed 
by David E. Finley, Director, National Gal- 
lery of Art. House built about 1800. 


history, prosperous settlers in Vir- 

ginia were already building large 
estates and planting extensive gardens. 
Many of these have been faithfully re- 
stored to their original grandeur. 

South of Washington in Arlington, 
one can see lovely old town houses built 
almost flush with brick sidewalks and 
charming city gardens planned with in- 
genuity and imagination for a small plot 
of ground. Nearby overlooking the 
Potomac River is Mount Vernon, 
George Washington’s home, and farther 
south are Gunstan Hall, and Stratford 
where Robert E. Lee was born. Near 
Charlottesville is Thomas Jefferson’s 
home, Monticello. In Richmond and 
along the James River are more historic 
estates, and then there is Williamsburg! 

During Historic Garden Week, April 
21 to 28, many private as well as public 
gardens will be opened. For detailed 
information, write the Headquarters, 
Room 3, Hotel Jefferson, Richmond, 
Virginia——ANNE DuBs 


T THE EARLIEST DAYs of our nation’s 











VIRGINIA HOUSE in Richmond has beautiful gardens over- 
looking James River. ‘The Elizabethan house was brought from 
England by Alexander Weddell. A lawn leads to the wild garden 
with its wealth of dogwood and spring flowers. There is a for- 
mal sunken garden. Boxwood contrasts with flaming azaleas. 


BRANDON PLANTATION (Route 602) once Nathaniel 
Harrison’s, is one of most magnificent James River estates. 
Superb gardens extend to river; sweeping lawns bordered by 
boxwood, old-fashioned shrubs; the columbine is spectacular. 


BERKELEY (on Route 5), 
home of Benjamin Harrison, 
signer of Declaration of In- 
dependence, and two Harrison 
presidents, is perhaps the old- 
est 3-story brick house in Vir- 
ginia and a fine example of 
a Colonial plantation mansion. 
The present owners are restor- 
ing the terraced boxwood gar- 
dens to their original design. 


[For full registration details 
of the Williamsburg Garden 
Symposium, see page 16] 


HISTORY WALKS 
WITH YOU 


Morven Gardens— 
Near Charlottesville 


through IRGINIA 


GARDENS 


Springtime is the time to see Virginia 
gardens. You’re always welcome at such 
colonial shrines as Stratford, home of 
the Lees, Kenmore at Fredericksburg, 
or Gunston Hall, home of George Mason. 
And Garden Week also opens the doors 
and garden gates of many historic 
private homes. So, come this spring. 


HISTORIC GARDEN WEEK, April 21-28 
%* INTERNATIONAL AZALEA COURT, Norfolk, 
April 9-15 * SHENANDOAH APPLE BLOS- 
SOM FESTIVAL, Winchester, April 26-27 * 
WOODROW WILSON 

CENTENNIAL WEEK, 

Staunton, April 21-29 

ewer ope eee tee 


of Conservation & Develop- 
, Dept. ” FG-128 914 Capitol St., 
Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send —~ booklet: “Carry Me Back 


P.S.—If you want more i on special 
places, just se us a postal card 
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—FLOWER GROWER— 
America’s favorite gardening aid 


ET ACQUAINTED OFFER! 


EAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 


BLUEBERRIES “peeing 


Certified, early, mid- 
season, late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 

ATURE, Whole- 

salers, write for 

prices. 








153 Chew Rd. Hammonton, N. 3. Largest in N.J. 
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CHAYSANTHEMUMS 
Early French Novelties 


Heros Jean Guizonnier 


Long quilled petals of rosy purple. Huge 
bloom 7 inches across, without disbudding. 


A weed? 
A queen! 


Ami Charles Souchet by DOROTHY HOLLAND 
Sport of the above variety, exactly the 
same except for color, which is a deep 
rosewood color. The above two are still 
the most interesting plants, in our field — 
(SPECIAL—50c each 3 of one name 


$1.20, 10 of one name $2.50). 


are only North American weeds! 

If this is so then Verbascum phoeni- 
ceum hybrids are among the world’s 
most beautiful weeds. Most of the at- 
tractive and desirable garden plants of 
today’s gardens originated from plants 
which grew wild somewhere. 

Verbascum is a native of the region 
around the Mediterranean. The mul- 
leins which grow in North American 
fields are escapes, and the hybrids of 
Verbascum phoeniceum, the common 
purple mullein, are related to their 
descendants. 

They grow tall, usually about 3 feet, 
or more, and come in shades from 
cream to pink, rose, lavender and violet. 
When they are planted in the back of a 
border or near shrubbery, their colum- 
nar shape and gray-green velvety-tex- 


¥ HAS BEEN SAID that the mulleins 


Heros Jean Guizornier 


Send for our new listing of Chrysanthemums, 
Featuring— 
Our 1956 introduction WHITE MASQUERADE,—Sport of masquerade. 
Dr. E. J. Kraus’s introductions for 1956. 
Several New Exciting ANEMONE TYPES—Janet Castle, Powder Puff, Etc. 


A. LADYGO NURSERY 


4800 Van Epps Rd. Cleveland 9, Ohio 











GLADIOLI. 


For the Estate or the garden 


WATERLILIES Wem 


Sy 
The loveliest of all flowers 7 pee 
that can be grown at home. 
Exquisite jewel-like colors. 
Nearly every bloom reaches 
perfection. Easy to grow in tub, pool or farm 
pond. Write today to nearest office for your free 
copy of new, colorful 1956 catalog. 


THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES 


zs. Beauty and Charm with little cost and less 
<4 


effort. Colorful as a rainbow and lasting longer. 
Order now—Imported from Holland—No 1 
size. White—Pink—Violet— Yellow—Orange— 
Red. 6 colors—S corms of each at $2.00— 
Post Paid. Remit with order—West of Missis- 
sippi add 25c for each 30 bulbs to cover 
additional postage. 

Limited Quantity—First come First Serve. 
Fair treatment guaranteed. 


Main Road, Lim, 2 
orces 


Box 971, Dept. 836, 


er, 
Box 508, Dept. 836, Salisbury, N.C. 


NASSAU GARDENS 
P. O. Box 235—Oceanside, N.Y. 
A card will bring you our lists of various good 
buys from time to time. 














HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
Box 883 Oxford, Maryland 


Enclosed is $. 
Send Plant Stand: 

0 Aluminum finish - $12.95 
FF Cen cincnennmierteenicnes - $15.95 
0 Send light - $13.95 








FLUORESCENT LIGHT PLANT STAND 


Rolls on noiseless plastic wheels from win- 
dow to window or into, the kitchen for 
watering! Light, sturdy, won’t rust or tar- 
nish. Three 12” x 31” all-aluminum trays 
hold 20-30 large plants. No-drip rolled 
edges catch surplus water. 37” high, foids 
flat to 3”. Natural aluminum finish $12.95. 
Decorated baked enamel finish in Ebony, 
Soft Green or Dubonnet, hardwood han- 
dles, $15.95. Adjustable height fluorescent 
light for use in place of middle shelf, with 
two 20-watt tubes and switch, $13.95 extra. 
Postpaid and insured for safe delivery. Mail 
your order. 


Free Advance Copy Spring Catalog 


60 illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find 
supplies, equipment and accessories for African 
Violets, Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all green- 
house and indoor plants. Everything from pot- 
ting mixes and plant foods to large fluorescent 
eet plant carts. Largest selection any catalog. 
F — your order or write for free copy 
today 


MAIL COUPON — MONEY BACK IF NOT PLEASED! 























38 


tured leaves give a pleasing contrast 
even before they bloom. They are at- 
tractive planted alternately with del- 
phinium hybrids, and outstanding 
combinations can often be achieved. 

Mulleins bloom from July to Septem- 
ber. A few of the late day-lilies, hardy 
asters, bocconia, boltonia and some late 
annuals planted near the verbascum 
make a brilliant show of fall colors. 

This plant grows easily from seed, but 
needs a warm place to get started. 
We like to start them in a seed flat in 
the house about the first of March. 

When the first sets of true leaves form, 
they may be transplanted into paper 
pots. (The 3-inch size is good.) Let 
them grow until about the middle of 
April and then transplant in the garden. 

We like to plant these giants of the 
garden in deep rich soil with good drain- 
age and give them the same loving care 
as we give the deiphinium hybrids or 
our digitalis. Mulleins are really bi- 
ennials; but if new plants are started in 
the seed flat every spring, there need 
never be any vacancies in the border. 

Verbascum, like weeds, grow well in 
poor soil and gain such height they need 
staking, so before the plants mature, 
tie up the first young stalks. 

You don’t even have to water verbas- 
cum except in extreme dry spells. Then 
they should have a soaking rather than 
a sprinkling. Diseases and pests do not 
seem to bother them either. 

With minimum care the  verbas- 
cum will reward you with wonderful 
spikes of eye-catching beauty.® 


FLOWER GROWER 





Scientific diagnosis 


means better tree care... 


The basis of ony curative treatment for either 
plants or animals is accurate diagnosis, plus 
the skill and experience to bring it to a 
successful conclusion. This means research, not 
guesswork as well os the best of equipment 
ond ability. 


You won't see many tree laborofories 
comporable to our 200-acre experimental 
ground and research unit at Stamford, 
Connecticut, where the day-to-day problems 
encountered by our field men are diagnosed 
and ideas for the protection of shade trees 
are tested and developed under actual 
growing conditions. These laboratories call 
for a big investment in both time and 
money. But to us who want to be sure of 
results, this painstaking research for the best 
possible treatment is worth it. 


Couple this with an efficient highly skilled field 
force, thoroughly familiar with local conditions, 
and you have the well balanced Bartlett 
organization capable not only of rendering 
scientific diagnosis but of executing the 
prescribed treatment in efficient, economical 
fashion. It is the reason why more and more 
people are turning to the Bartlett Way—the 
Scientific Way. It costs no more and it is safer 
and more-economical in the long run. 





Consult your local Bartlett representative today 
for a study of your tree situation. You will 
benefit by his recommendations. 


@ BARTLETT voce esenss 


Home Office, Research Laboratories and Experimental Grounds, Bartlett School of Tree Surgery, Stamford, Conn. 
Local Offices from Maine to the Carolinas, and West to Indiana. 
See your Local Telephone Directory for Local Address. 
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DON’T GAMBLE 
WITH YOUR 


GET BEST RESULTS 
WITH BACTI-VATED® 


MICHIGAN 
PEAT 


Top-dress old lawns, rebuild new 
ones with Bacti-Vated MICHIGAN 
PEAT. They’ll grow richer, greener 
than ever! MICHIGAN PEAT is 98% 
organic...improves all soils. And 
it’s ready to use...saves time and 
work. Use MICHIGAN PEAT on 
shrubs, flowers, house plants, too 
.it’s best for everything you 
grow! In bags... never baled. At 
fine garden supply dealers every- 
where. Try it today! 
MICHIGAN PEAT, INC., N. Y., N. ¥. 











FOR A SPECTACULAR SPRING 
Massed under shrubs in borders, in planters 
or pots on the terrace, its PRIMROSES. Poly- 
anthus in lovely new shades and tones, 
large flowers, tall stems, Guaranteed to 
Bloom this Spring. 12 plants, mixed colors, 

$4.50 postpaid. 
WANT TO 
GROW YOUR OWN? 
Polyanthus primrose seed, 
mixed, pkt. $1.00. Free list 
of Primroses, Pansies, Hel- 
leborus, Hardy Cyclamen. 


THE CLARKES 


BOX 440-F 
CLACKAMAS, OREGON 














SEEDS OF RARE PLANTS 


Our illustrated catalogue, sent upon re- 
quest, describes the less usual flowers, 
alpines, bulbs, shrubs, conservatory ex- 
otics and the like. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


Moorestown Dept. Z New Jersey 


| 





GARDENER INDOORS 


Sansevieria 


PARTMENT DWELLERS who have 
A despaired of success with house 

plants should take a second look 
at a group of plants whose best known 
representative is the snake plant or 
Sansevieria trifasciata. 

Admittedly this is not a very grace- 
ful plant, but there are other species 
such as the ‘compact S. Hahni which are 
more interesting and are also tolerant 
of dry hot rooms and poor light. 

The appearance of these plants is 
greatly enhanced by an attractive pot- 
tery container, and clean leaves free 
from dust and grease. Other care con- 
sists of keeping the plants moist but 
not wet, and feeding occasionally.® 


aes 


Sansevieria trifasciata is a bold stiff 
plant with dark green leaves. The va- 
riety Laurenti has leaves banded with 
light yellow-green, and is a bit showier. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY WALTER SINCER 


Sansevieria Hahni has short leaves arranged 
in a rosette. It is a good low plant to 
use on a coffee table where little light may 
be available. 





Seed Packet Garden 


Collection 


PETUNIA—Fire Dance, Pale Face or Linda Pink 
Pkt. each 50c; Collection 3 pkts. $1.25 
SWEET ALYSSUM—Tetra Snowdrift or Royal Carpet 
COSMOS—Sensation Purity or Yellow Flare 
CELOSIA—Golden Fleece, Toreador or Gilbert 
CLEOME—Helen Campbeil or Pink Queen 
MARIGOLD—Man-in-the-Moon, Butter Ball or Lemon Drop 
MORNING GLORY—Cand Pink or Pearly Gates 
NICOTIANA—Daylight, Crimson King or Crimson Bedder 
ZINNiA—Salmon Queen, Pink Gem, Enchantress or Oriole 
SNAPDRAGON—Extra Early 
Packet, each 25¢ (except Petunia) 
Collection—9 (25c) pkts. & 1 pkt. Petunia 
Your Choice ($2.75 Value) for $2.00 


Catalog FREE with your order of 25¢ or more 


BURNETT - SEEDSMEN INC. 
23-25 Warren St. N.Y. 7, N.Y. Dept. A 


Loan FLOWER 


ARRANGEMENT 
& FLORISTRY 


For PLEASURE or PROFIT. 
Big demand for arrangers, 
Lecturers, florists, helpers, 
judges, and consultants. We “~ 
teach you to make professional sprays, 
arrangements, wreaths, corsages, tiaras, etc. 
STUDY AT HOME 
Hundreds of successful graduates prove the 
value of our methods. Learn correctly and 
quickly. You will really enjoy this training. 
eas’ FOR FULL OR PART TIME EARNINGS 
& OTs > r you study for pleasure 
_o —_ you will find hundreds 
of interesting opportunities in 
Ss } this field. Graduates report fine 
earnings. Many start own busi- 
ness. Send for folder “‘Opportu- 
nities in Floristry.” 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Floral Div., Studie F.36, 310 S. Robertson, Les Angeles 46, Calif. 











Cacti—exotic and adaptable 


ww, CACTUS 
geen > GUIDE 


by 


il 
v 


LapDIsLAUS CUTAK 


Beautiful, bizarre and easy-to-grow, the 
cactus flourishes as happily in a steam- 
heated city living room as in a green- 
house, in the north as in its native 
southwest. In this book a famous cactus 
specialist shares the secrets that make 
cactus culture even simpler, lists and 
identifies dozens of varieties, discusses 
glass gardening, dish gardens—every 
fascinating detail of cactus propagation. 

Illustrated, 160 pages, $3.95 





| recent AND POPULAR 





ORCHIDS AS HOUSEPLANTS 
by Rebecca T. Northen 


PLANTS INDOORS 
by Mary Noble and J. L. Merkel 


D. Van Nostrand Co. Inc. FG-3-56 
Princeton, N. J. 


Send me__copy (ies) CACTUS GUIDE @ $3.95 each 
I enclose $ 

Name 
Address 
City— 
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Plant your 


THE WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG © 


[ il 1es no w! , é 2 . f Profusely illustrated in color, it we} over 


fascinating lilies, some never offered 
we deg included are the fabulous by - 
Hybrids, delightful Golden Harvest, 
Graaff’s newest originations, startlingly 


se i973 w ; “i illian Wal and scores of 
by DR. S. L. EMSWELLER A Bee others, Offered also are twelve kinds of 


dy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, 
+ 2 " a * ttily Food and spray material. — 

HE URGE TO GARDEN is strongest in really a cultural handbook, invaluab le 
the spring when dormant trees whether you plant a few lilies or hundreds. 


, send 25¢ coin or 
and shrubs awaken from their ee ODAY! 


winter's rest. If you were among the A OLYMPIC HYBRID LILY SPECIAL 
foresighted last fall, you now would be See in your own garden the absolute per- 
“ : 4 fection of the Olympics here pictured. hey 
preparing to reap the reward-of having rate among the finest. We'll mail $100 
planted a variety of bulbs. you in October, three full flower- 1 
eas ‘ A ‘ . ’ ing size bulbs, postpaid on Y on olf 4 
Lilies are increasing in popularity ‘ (Catalog FREE with this $1.00 offer 


i jal! 7 bulbs AND catalog for $2 
very rapidly, and many gardeners are Extro spec 


wondering what can be done in the bi 
spring if they failed to plant lilies last ' Cle q MWe = UES 
fall. While that season of the year is g F + CANBY, OREGON 

probably best, we now know that lilies Box : 

may also be planted successfully in the 
spring. In fact, some gardeners have 


transplanted blooming lily plants with / . 
Sik taatie, 35 es aks olen ae It’s not too late to register and attend 


ing was not recommended because many The Williamsburg Garden Symposium 
gardeners reported failures. When one 
sees the average lily bulb offered for 


sale in the spring, one realizes why such we i P 
poor results are obtained. , & 
When a lily bulb is out of the ground, CW YHE/V 


it is not in a state of complete dormancy. 


The scales are constantly losing mois- ‘ ‘ le 7) io 

ture, and the stored-up food is being ® bits LY) 

consumed by respiration. Lily bulbs do panetie j N L, OMS 

not have their flowers formed in the 

bulb as do tulips and daffodils. The AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER 

number and quality of flowers that will COLORFUL VARIETIES 

be produced by a lily plant depend to a 

great extent on the amount of food For exciting new beauty in your garden, 

stored in the bulb. . plant colorful Kunderd glads. New All- 
The most important item for success America varieties and hundreds of other 


with spring planting of garden lilies is \ hrilling prize winners are yours to choose 
the obtaining of firm bulbs that have from in the new 1956 Kunderd catalog. 
been properly stored over winter or dug . 4 

up in late winter or very early spring. o"'" Grow Glads for Fun 

Recent experiments have shown that dh Gladioli are easy to plant, easy to grow. 
lily bulbs placed in very slightly moist mr. They are showy in the garden and unsur- 
peat in containers lined with poly- i. . a passed for cutting. Kunderd glads are es- 
ethylene can be stored for many months pecially satisfying. Backed by over 75 years 
at 32°F. of experience, they are guaranteed to 

It is possible to dig up and replant ¥ please you. State inspected, disease free. 
lily bulbs in very early spring before NE | ay Every quality to assure the kind of blooms 
the stem has emerged from the soil. aps you want. 

Such bulbs have actually been in na- $1.00 each 
ture’s cold storage all winter and have 3 for $2.50 Be glad you grew Kunderd glads. 
retained good root systems. — } 

If lily bulbs were generally made 
available for spring planting, their pop- Send for |. 4 Rs he > ££ ge rr 
ularity would be greatly increased. 

(Editor's Note: Dr. Emsweller is head F La te E GLADIOLUS FARMS 

of the Section of Ornamental Plants of 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Plant In- 1956 CATALOG 636 Lincoln Way West, Goshen, Indiana 
dustry Station, Beltsville, Md.) 
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_ unusual 
. experience 


You'll be thrilled when you see what Wayside is bringing you all been specially selected for their suitability for American 
for Spring. Over 1800 worthwhile items in a breathtaking gardens, and have been grown and rigidly tested by Wayside in 
spectrum of nature’s most radiant colors. one of the world’s most carefully supervised nurseries. 

Never before has Wayside offered such a wide choice of Unsurpassed quality and outstanding beauty keynote 
sparkling new introductions and worthwhile favorites. They've Wayside’s offerings for Spring 1956, 


New SHRUB ROSE aaa New ABELIOPHYLLUM 


Fruehling’s Gold. Superb new rose puts on a breath- ee 

taking show of magnificent golden yellow, sweetly scented, i Rare and exciting new shrub from Central Korea re 
cup-shaped flowers. Perfect for the shrub border. Plants a? & sembles a dazzling white Forsythia. 

develop into nice 3 to 5 ft. high clumps with handsome, 

trouble free foliage. Requires no protection. Hardy at be- 

low zero temperatures. 


New CORYLUS, CONTORTA 


A rare and exciting shrub that will be the conversation piece of your 
garden all year round. Its curiously twisted, turned and almost cork- 
screw-like branches create an unusually lovely effect against the snow 
in winter. Often referred to as the “HARRY LAUDER’S WALKING 
STICK BUSH” because of its striking resemblance to one of Harry’s 
famous canes. Slow growing and easily cared for, it does well in sun or 
shade. Height about 7 ft. 


New FORSYTHIA 


Lynwood Gold. This glorious new golden Forsythia is so superior it 

will soon replace all other deep yellows. Flowers of unusual substance 

are twice as large and bloom more lavishly, unaffected by the weather. 

Erect branches are completely hidden under a wealth of enchanting 
golden bells. 


THE BEST NEW SHRUB IN 


FIFTY YEARS 


VIBURNUM, Caricephalum. Very fragrant 

Snowball. Modern and improved version of 

a popular old favorite. We can’t praise this 

— _ —— one —- Origi- 

nated in England, it captured highest honors Par 

at the famed Royal Horticultural Show in ABELIOPHYLLUM, Distichum 
London. Graceful, 6 ft. plants bloom extrava- Offered for the first time—the latest dis- 
gantly, producing large, 6 inch, globe-shaped covery in shrubs. Early flowering new 
clusters of delightfully fragrant white flowers. shrub blooms in Feb. or March when 
Stunning new Wayside exclusive grows any- branches are completely covered from top 
where and is perfectly hardy at below zero to bottom with masses of exquisite white 
temperatures. Plant Pat. #776. Forsythia-like flowers. 





CORYLUS, 


Contorta 


SHRUB ROSE, Fruehling’s Gold “Harry Lavder’s Walking Stick Bush” 





VIBURNUM, : Re SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
Carlcephalum p tA, <" ¢ : > « HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover postage and 
handling costs of this heavy book. The worthwhile new things shown above 
are but a few of the over 1800 worthwhile new introductions and popular 
favorites offered in Wayside’s Spring Catalog. It features America’s largest 
and most complete selection of the newest and best roses, flowering shrubs 
and trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants. Almost 200 pages, 
filled with hundreds of true color illustrations and helpful cultural direc- 
tions for each item. 





72 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 


ve  Wasyside fi] Gardens 


SNOWBALL 
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The next ten pages on home garden design were prepared by 


Flower Grower’s John R. Rebhan with special contributions from 


Alice L. Dustan, Mary Deputy Cattell and Katharine M-P. Cloud 


How well have you looked 


at your home grounds ? 


PHOTOGRAPHED FOR FLOWER CROWER BY LAURIE WIENER AT HOME OF MR. AND MRS. JOHN C. BARROWS e There are two ways to look at your 


home grounds. The first is to see them 
clearly as they exist; the second is to 
visualize them as you would like. them 
to be. 


e The first view tells you where there 
are wet, dry, sunny or shady places; 
which existing plants are good, medi- 
ocre or worthless; which slopes are 
steep; where water drains; where the 
sun rises in relation to your house; 
which views are good, which bad—in 
short, you get to know both the weak 
and the strong physical characteristics 
of the land about your home. 


e The second view tells you where and 
how you want things to be: a parking 
area; a play yard; a terrace; a vegetable, 
flower or rose garden; a barbecue; fruit 
trees—the things you will need now 
and in the years to come to make your 
outdoor living complete. This is also 
the view that tells you such things as 
whether you want a formal or casual 
atmosphere and whether you will en- 
tertain many people at one time; it is 
the view that gives you some idea of 
how much you can spend on your 
property now and in the future. 


e ‘When you have taken a long look at 
your property in both these ways, you 
are ready to plan your grounds or make 
improvements. The next ten pages will 
help you. 


4 


Dense shade is the question as Thomas 

a Ne D. Church, noted landscape architect, 
oom § «5 ‘ indicates some trees that may have to be 
, “5 ae > removed. With the aid of his clients, he 
a ee ~~ onl is assessing their landscape problem. We 
—-. * ~ a. - es we oe repeat this photograph on the pages that 

, mA follow as a reminder of how important 


** 


it is to know your property before you 
begin to plan. 
TURN PAGE 
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Here is how you can 


Here are the 
drawing materials 
you will need 


. 


Pencils, ruler and eraser are ob- 
viously needed to record your 
plans on paper. 


Graph paper is convenient be- 
cause you may allow a square on 
paper to represent a square foot 
of ground space and you do not 
have to set up a rule scale allow- 
ing, for example, a quarter-inch 
to equal one foot. 


Tissue-like drawing paper is laid 
over graph paper. You see the 
squares through it and after a 
rough layout is complete on the 
tissue, lay another sheet over it 
for your finished drawing. 

A T-square and triangles for 
drawing parallel lines and angles 
are helpful but not essential if 
you use graph paper. 

A drawing compass helps you 
make symbols for trees and 
shrubs. 


This equipment 
will help you make 


a property survey 


A 50- or 100-foot tape measure 
gives you site and building di- 
mensions; helps you locate exist- 
ing paths, trees, etc. 


Two stakes, a mason’s line and 
line-level help you measure a 
slope so you know how high to 
make walls and steps. 


A shovel is useful for soil 
sampling. 


A magnetic compass gives you 
the exact position of north. 


Use these symbols for plant materials 
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by JOHN R. REBHAN 


record your plans on paper 


Follow this simple method to draw your landscape plan 


After making a scale drawing of 
your property, locating the house 
and existing features in their ex- 
act positions, indicate the major 
areas you will need by roughly 
sketching them in a series of 
ovals. Study the relationship of 
the ovals to one another and to 
the rooms of the house. Change 
the position of the areas until 
you come up with the most logi- 
cal placement. As you work over 
this rough plan keep in mind such 
things as the position of the sun 
= j at different times of the day and 

ee . ~— where the soil is best so that you 
Pe do not put a parking space in an 
area where the soil would enable 

Fa af / you to easily grow flowers. Go 
Y. , outside and refresh your memory 


ee concerning conditions. 

















i 


After you come to a final deci- 
sion concerning the location of 
major areas, you are ready to 
think in terms of actual landscape 
objects: paths, fences, — trees, 
shrubs, etc. You will see imme- 
diately where a fence or shrub 
border is needed or where a tree 
should be planted to shade your 
house or terrace. You will see 
where major paths are required to 
connect a parking area or drive- 
way to the front entrance to your 
house, and it will be obvious that 
a path should connect the service 
yard with the kitchen entrance. 
Draw these things on your plan, 
using the symbols shown in the 
sketches at left. As you work 
your plan will begin to look like 
the one at the right. All the time 
think in terms of the three-dimen- 
sional appearance of things. 





























Here Are Four 


GOTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


® ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS to consider in garden plan- 
ning is form. Form refers to the shape of things, 
whether they be a tree, shrub or inanimate object. 

Every conifer has strong form, with distinctive out- 
line. Its form is the same throughout the year, while 
that of a deciduous tree is less obvious in winter. 

The form of the dwarf Hinoki cypress pictured is 
conelike and its pointed top catches the eye just as 
a church steeple does. Thus a good use for a shrub or 
tree with a conical form is as an accent—by a doorway, 
at the end of a path or some other garden axis. 

A little observation discloses several different forms 
among the evergreens alone. Andorra and Pfitzer juni- 
pers grow in fountain-like forms. Tree-like arborvitaes 
appear either columnar or conical, while others are 
globular. Conical while small, a pine may develop a 
flat-topped outline as it ages—a picturesque form. 

Even among herbaceous plants, distinctive forms may 
be found, although their effects are temporary. The 
flower spikes of delphinium and tritoma make strong 
accents for the flower border. Vertical forms create 
a restless effect, especially when planted singly or in 
small groups. For a cuiet and peaceful garden rely 
mostly on horizontal forms. 
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contrast 


@ EVERY GARDENER ACHIEVES CONTRAST, or emphasis, 
whether he realizes it or not. Here we see contrast in 
foliage sizes—with the fine dense leaves of boxwood 
next to the large open ones of hosta. Still more obvious 
is contrast between plants and paving. A close look 
discloses that the paving itself shows a contrast in 
texture—between the bricks and the gravel. 

Contrast in color also exists—between the greens of 
the plants and the dull red of the used bricks; between 
the deep green boxwood and the yellow-green hostas. 
Color contrasts are usually stronger in flowers than in 
foliage. Thus, in a new garden open to full sunshine, 
the planner may experiment with zinnias, marigolds, 
petunias, salvias and other annual flowers before setting 
out more permanent plants. 

Whether contrast is achieved in colors, textures or 
other ways, it brings life to a garden just as a holiday 
can to a human being after a humdrum work week. 
However, garden contrast (like holidays) must be had in 
moderation for keenest enjoyment. Too much contrast 
leads to spotty results, instead of a restful effect. 

To be most satisfying, strong garden contrast may well 
be confined to a few important areas and the contrast 
worked out with care to achieve dramatic pictures. 





by ALICE L. DUSTAN 


AUTHOR: LANDSCAPING YOUR OWN HOMP 


seful Words 


rhythm 
© THIS PATH SUGGESTS MOVEMENT or rhythm, but even 
more so do the plants which flank it. The similarity in 
character of the plants encourages the eye to travel 
smoothly down the path. They are all of fine texture, 
yet varying heights create a rhythmic wave-like effect. 

Many different plants make up this planting. Sedums 
or stonecrops fill cracks between paving stones and form 
mat-like coverings on either side of the path. Just be- 
yond them, low rock plants, such as candytuft, various 
alyssums and pinks, grow in colorful mounds. Sweet 
alyssum, baby blue-eyes, signet marigolds and other 
dainty annuals act as summer fillers in open spaces be- 
tween these perennials. English lavender, babys-breath 
and other tall perennials give height on the outskirts. 
Then come massed shrubs, as backdrops for the scene. 

All the flowers included are kinds which thrive in 
full sunshine. Even before planning for a special effect 
it is wise to consider which plants will thrive under 
given cultural conditions, especially sunlight and shade. 

Fine-textured perennials for a much similar effect in 
shade could include sweet woodruff, wild bleeding-heart, 
and epimedium, building up to forget-me-not, colum- 
bine and the still taller meadowrue, with azaleas and 
mountain-laurel as background. 


MASON WEYMOUTH 


lfexture 


@ THREE DIFFERENT TEXTURES appear in this picture— 
one is found in the ground cover, a second in the paving 
and a third in the board that separates the two. 

In landscape terms, texture refers to the apparent 
roughness or smoothness of plants or structures. In 
plants, the texture results from a combination of leaf 
size, spacing and general character. Foliage may be 
fine to coarse just as the weave in cloth. Foliage surfaces 
may also be rough or smooth, glossy or dull, any of 
which will contribute to the textural effect. 

The plant pictured above happens to have leaves that 
are glossy and medium-fine in texture. It could be 
used in any garden, large or small. On the other hand, 
a bold-textured ground cover, such as a bigleaf saxifrage 
or hosta, would be safe to use in quantity only in a 
large garden. 

In working out a flower border, it is natural to place 
greatest emphasis on forms and colors of flowers. In 
working out shrubbery and ground-cover plantings, 
however, the garden planner should pay special atten- 
tion to textures of leaves. By the repetition of textures 
in plants (and in structures), a garden can become a 
well-knit whole, Then the gardener may proceed to 
indulge in flowers and furbelows to suit his fancy.® 
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You can solve your 


roblems happily 








MORLEY BAER 
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A FENCE CAN BLOT OUT AN UNSIGHTLY VIEW 

Fences serve many purposes, not the least of which are to screen 
unsightly views and to insure privacy. Screen fences may be of 
bamboo (shown above), of grape stakes, of plywood panels, of 
the kind Tom Sawyer so ingeniously had painted, or of ready- 
made woven cedar. A screen fence must be tall so that you do 
not see over it; because of its size, it is a major landscape feature. 
Select your fence to blend with the architecture of your house 
and garden. Shrubs and flowers in front of it break its expanse 
and look most attractive. For greater architectural effect and to 
increase air circulation, set your fence up as a series of baffles as 
pictured. For more ideas on ready-made fences see page 162. 








LEAVE SPACE FOR FUTURE STRUCTURES 

A garden structure such as a lath house, greenhouse, 
coldframe, workroom, playhouse or arbor should be 
included in your plan even though it may be several 
years before construction begins. By leaving a location 
for it, costly moving of established trees and shrubs can 
be avoided in the future. Use the space temporarily as 
an annual or vegetable garden or plant a lawn, the sod 
from which will come in handy later on. The lath house 
shown below has been developed as a tropical garden. 


ad 
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SURFACE YOUR WALKS AND TERRACE 

Flagstone, brick, concrete and asphalt are the most perma- 
nent materials, Wood, gravel, sand and tanbark are useful 
and less expensive though not as durable. For variety try 
a combination of materials. Major walks and driveways 
must be constructed immediately, but time and money can 
be budgeted to the future for secondary walks and terraces. 
The flagstones in the walk above are set in sand. The walk 
also serves as a mowing strip along a perennial border. Note 
annual alyssum growing in the crevices between the stones. 


F. 8. LINCOLN 


USE ORNAMENTS SPARINGLY 

You don’t put on the trimming until the cake is 
baked, nor do you add garden frills before 
major planting and construction are complete. 
The little wall pool (left) adds charm and, like 
ornamental benches, birdbaths and sundials, is 
the final touch that brings the garden to life. 
With few exceptions, garden ornaments are 
secondary to the overall planting scheme. 
Avoid using too many features about the prop- 
erty. If one is good, more may not be better! 








build a wall and plant flowers on it 


@ A STEEP BANK may be cov- 
ered with erosion-controlling 
plants, yet a wall will contain 
the bank and provide more 
economical use of space. The 
level areas formed above and 
below a wall can be put to use, 
and you may garden on the 
face of the wall itself. 

In the April, 1955, issue of 
FLOWER GROWER, Landscape 
Architect Mary Deputy Cattell 
discussed the construction of 
walls, and at right is her list of 
flowering plants that may be 
grown on them. She suggests 
some plants for the top of the 
wall, some for the base and 
others for high and low posi- 
tions on the wall itself, as in- 
dicated in the diagram below. 
Most of the plants in the list 
will thrive in sun or partial 
shade. If you are not familiar 
with some of the suggestions, 
be sure to check them for 
hardiness in your locality be- 
fore ordering them from a 
nursery. 








If you have a high bank 


that presents an erosion problem you can 


Scientific Name 


Aethionema (Warley Rose). . 

Alyssum saxatile citrinum 

Anemone hupehensis 

Anemone pulsatilla 

Aquilegia alpina 

Aquilegia canadensis 

Aquilegia flabellata nana. .... 

Arabis alpina 

Arenaria montana... .. 

Artemisia frigida 

Aubrieta deltoidea 

Campanula carpatica 

Campanula garganica 

Campanula muralis 

Campanula rotundifolia 

Cerastium tomentosum 

Corydalis lutea 

Dianthus alpinus. 

Dianthus arvernensis 

Dianthus caesius 

Dianthus plumarius. 

Dicentra eximia 

Dicentra formosa (Sweetheart). . 
eranium sanguineum prostratum 

Gypsophila repens. 

Helianthemum (in variety). 


Iberis sempervirens. ..... 
Linaria hepaticaefolia.. . 
Linaria pilosa 

Nepeta Mussini 
Penstemon rupicola 

Phlox subulata (in variety)... 


Potentilla tridentata. . 
Santolina chamaecyparissus. . 
Saponaria ocymoides. . 
Sedum acre. 

Sedum dasyphyllum. 
Sedum murale album 
Sedum Sieboldi . 
Sempervivum (in variety). . 
Silene pensylvanica. 
Teucrium chamaedrys. . 
Thymus (dwarf varieties) 
Tunica saxifraga 
Veronica repens 
Veronica pectinata 
Veronica rupestris 

Viola tricolor 

Viola pedata 


Common Name 


. Stone-Cress 


Golden-Tuft 
Wind-flower 
Pasque-Flower 


Alpine Columbine. . 
Common Columbine. . 
Fan Columbine.... 
Mountain Rock-Cress. 
Mountain Sandwort. . 
Fringed Wormwood... 
Common Aubrieta.. 
Tussock Bellflower... . 
Bell flower. . she 


Bellflower 


Harebell.. 


Snow-in-Summer. . . 
Yellow Corydalis. . . 


Alpine Pink. 
Auvergne Pink 


. Cheddar Pink... 


Cottage Pink 


. Plumy Bleeding- Heart. 
White Bleeding-Heart. 


Dwarf Geranium 


Song saenene 


Sun-Rose 


Candytuft 


. Toadflax 
.. Toadflax 
. Catmint.... 
. Cliff Beard- Tongue.. 


Moss-Pin 


. Cinquefoil . 
. Lavender-Cotton 
. Rock Soapwort.. 


Goldenmoss. 


Leafy-Stonecrop. . . 
. White Stonecrop. 
. Siebold Stonecrop.... 


Houseleek. . 
Campion. . 


. Germander. . 


Thyme.... 
Tunic-Flower. . . 


Creeping Speedwell. . 


Comb Speedwell. . 


Hungarian Speedwell. 


Heartsease . 
Birds-foot Violet 


Color 


pink or red 


yellow & red. 
white or blue. . 
white. 

white. Sal 
gray foliage. 
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blue or white. 


blue... 
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pink.... 
pink 
white. 
red 


white... 


. pink, yellow or 


apricot 
white. 
blue 
blue 


... lavender. 
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. blue, pink or 


white 4 


. yellow. . 


gray foliage. ; 


. pin naa 
. yellow. ....... 
. white... 

: white... ys 


pink 

pink 

pink. . 

pink. 

pink or white. . 
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yellow and blue 
yellow and blue 
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by KATHARINE M-P. CLOUD 


Spring is the time to 


start remodeling your planting 


Y 


@~. 
SY, 


A spring detail in the Hildreth garden is 
this informal grouping of pansies, Phlox 
divaricata and tulips. Pansies and phlox 
may be set out in spring. Plant tulips in fall. 


A flowering dogwood (right) is pruned high so 
the garden can be viewed from the terrace. 
Note base planting of Japanese spurge that 
prevents lawn-mower injury to the trunk. A 
woven sapling fence offers complete privacy 
and is fronted with broad-leaved evergreens 
that show off the border flowers perfectly. 


ness of neglected trees and shrubs. Fifteen-year-old 

shrubs that had never been pruned had completely 
taken charge. Massive evergreens obscured the view from 
the windows and kept light and air out of the house. Today 
this property is a noteworthy example of correct landscape 
planting. 

Beauty, interest and secluded outdoor living have evolved 
out of the confusion that existed prior to replanting. In 
an area 55 by 160 feet Mr. and Mrs. Loren F. Hildreth of 
Cynwyd, Pennsylvania, are now the happy possessors of 
a garden that is a source of year-round pleasure. The 
metamorphosis did not just happen—it is the result of 
patient study and of careful planning. The early years of 
the Hildreths’ married life were spent in an apartment, 
and when they took possession of their property, they were 
novices in the art of gardening. Indeed, it was their first 
venture in exploring the wonders of the outdoors. With 
determination to create the garden of their dreams, their 
successful venture is proof that where there is a will there 
is a way. 

Before any work was begun, a complete planting plan 
was made for the entire development of the grounds. This 
is always the wisest course to pursue, for it gives a practical 
starting point from which to work through the years. 
Without this invaluable guide, more often than not a 
place is planted with no well-defined ideas as to the ulti- 
mate goal, and errors result that must be corrected sooner 
or later. [See Pace 156] 


F IVE YEARS AGO this property was an Overgrown wilder- 








PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ROCHE 


The house at the top of the page and the 
one shown directly above are the same, 
amazing as it may seem. A complete 
new planting and a stylized painting 
caused the transformation. The photo- 
graph, left, shows view of backyard. 
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New Century zinnia (Ferry-Morse) is a mixture which 
gives large double flowers on 2-foot stalks in a 
variety of colors. This zinnia could be used in place 
of the Cut-and-Come-Again zinnia in the plan, page 56. 


. 


Carnival petunia (Bodger) is a mixture of waved, 
ruffled and plain flowers in pink, salmon, red, purple 
and white. Some will be variegated. The height of 
this F. petunia is 15 inches and its spread 2 feet. 








Floradale Rose snapdragon (Burpee) is a new 
variety with 2-foot flower spikes produced 
right from the base of the plant. There are 
white and yellow varieties with the same habit. 
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Here are over 22 pages on the plants you will put 


in your garden this spring, prepared by 


Flower Grower’s Carol Sue Umbreit and ten contributors 


Gardens from Seed Packets 


new gardener you can plant a gar- 
den this spring you will later be 
proud of—if you concentrate on fool- 
proof annuals. (Three plans suggested 
for such a garden are shown on the 
next page.) You can have the fun of 
selecting annuals from catalogs, then 
sowing the seed, and in a pinch you 
can go to your nearest nursery or green- 
house and buy dozens of young plants 
of petunias, marigolds or zinnias just 
about réady to start flowering. You 
will spend barely a dollar or under for 
seed packets and only a few dollars 
more for plants—all in all, a bargain! 
If you are a seasoned gardener, per- 
haps this is the spring when you should 
take a fresh look at the opportunities 
and challenges presented by annuals. 
For there are better and stronger vari- 
eties, a wider range of colors, and 
hybridizers have worked to make some 
slow-to-bloom annuals produce their 
flowers earlier. 
Petunias are redder, zinnias come in 
a greater selection of lovely pastels, 
snapdragons and cosmos are quicker to 
bloom from seed and marigolds (thank 
goodness!) are getting paler and paler. 
If color is your particular interest, ex- 
periment with plantings of some of 
these new as well as tried annuals. If 
you are challenged by the problem of 
combining plant forms and textures, de- 
sign and plant a garden of annuals. For 
they can be used in a long, narrow 
border, a wide, bursting one, a dooryard 
or terrace grouping, or in any way your 
conditions dictate. They are as versa- 
tile a group of plants as you will want. 
It is no exaggeration to say that most 
annuals are foolproof. There are 
annuals that you can sow in the open 
ground which will grow rapidly, soon 
be in flower and continue to bloom 
until blackened by heavy frosts in the 
fall. (Annuals are those plants which 
make their growth and produce their 
flowers in one season, then die. Peren- 


[ YOU are a recent or even brand- 


by MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 


nials, on the other hand, are plants 
which live on year after year, new 
growth appearing from the roots each 
spring.) 

Among the foolproof annuals and 
certainly those to consider if you are 
planting your first garden are sweet- 
alyssum, zinnia, marigold, nasturtium 
(nasturtium may get buggy—look for 
clusters of black aphids on leaves and 


stalks—but an all-purpose spray or dust 
applied every ten days or so will con- 
trol them), cosmos, cleome, morning 
glory, nicotiana (flowering tobacco), 
and celosia. 

All of these can be started from seed 
which can be sown in a special seed bed 
then transplanted, or they can be sown 
directly in designated locations where 
they will later flower. In either case, the 


Make a seed packet garden with these annuals 


Sweet-alyssum, truly foolproof, makes the simplest garden look finished. 
Colors are white or violet, height from 4 to 10 inches, habit, spreading. 
Use scissors to shear off an inch or so of growth every few weeks during 
the summer to keep plants flowering vigorously. 

Zinnias continue to improve in bloom quality; no muddy colors here. 
Flower size ranges from 1% to 5 inches across and height from 1 to 3 
feet. Flowers last whether cut or left growing. 

Marigolds have $10,000 on their heads! (Burpee will pay that for first 
white variety.) Marigolds are suitable for every position in border; colors 
are variations of orange, yellow and red. 

Petunias are hybridizers’ delight. Good fiery reds are the latest colors. 
(Fire Dance, a scarlet-red, is 1956 All-America Winner.) 

Cleome is tall, wispy-flowered and excellent for background and contrast 
among stiffer plants. It is pink or white. 

Celosia or cockscomb can be crest flowered or plume flowered. ToREADOR 
is good example of former, GoLDEN FLeEEce of latter. Or for unusual 


colorings, try the Gilbert celosias. 


Nicotiana or flowering tobacco is fragrant. 


Its spikes of five-pointed 


flowers above bold foliage contrast well with rounded flower forms. Try 
DAYLIGHT, 1% feet tall, CrrmsoN BEppER, 15 inches tall, or Crimson 
KinG, 2% feet. ArFrrinis, 24% feet, is pure white. 

Nasturtiums have old-fashioned aura yet are at home in modern surround- 
ings. Colors include mahogany, scarlet, salmon, yellow. Before sowing 
seed, soak overnight in water to hasten germination. 

Cosmos, ai the peak of their bloom, possess an airy grace. Once seeds 
form, though, they don’t do much for the garden except attract gold- 
finches. White Purity (tall) and YeELLow FLarRE (medium height) are 


good ones. 


Morning glory, friend to new and old gardener alike, can accomplish all 
sorts of miracles in one season. Its seeds benefit from overnight soaking, 
too. While blues are best, try new CaNpy PINK. 


Snapdragons take more energy and effort but once in bloom they can 
do for the annual garden what delphiniums do for the perennial border. 
If you’re dubious or impatient, try Burpee’s Exrra EarLy, sown in the 
open ground. Or have you tried growing snapdragons as biennials where 


winters are fairly mild? 





young seedlings should be thinned so 
that each plant is from 6 to 8 inches 
from its neighbor. An exception to this 
would be sweet-alyssum; it doesn’t mind 
crowding and the closer the plants are, 
the sooner you will have the carpet of 
white or violet that makes this annual 
so valuable for edging. 


The nine annuals just listed have 
the forms, varying heights and colors 
to make a garden in themselves. All 
that is needed is a selection of tall 
African marigolds, tall giant zinnias, 
cleome and cosmos for the background. 

The middle section can include nico- 
tiana, celosia, lower-growing zinnias and 


Mariah Man-in-the- Zinnia 
3 Mooh Salmon Queen 
Celosia Golden Fleece —_— 


Nicotiana Nicohana 
Crimson Bedder Snowstorm 


Sweet 
lyssum 














Zinnia 
Pink Gem 


Tetra Snowdrift Marigold Buterball 


In all three annual plans shown here, the scale used is % inch to a foot. If 
your garden is longer, each plan may be repeated as often as necessary to fill space. 
Most of the plants shown can be sown where they are to flower. Mark off the 
position of each bed with a forked stick or lime before broadcasting the seeds. 




















Marigold 
Nearest-to- 
White 


Zinnia 


Cleome Pink Queen 
Enchantress 


Zinnia 
Glamour Girls Zinnia 


Salmon Queen 











ll Petunia Linda Sweet Alyssum 


In the above plan, the only plants which give better results if they are sown in a 
seed bed before transplanting to their blooming position, are petunias and snap- 
dragons. Or buy a few dozen plants of petunias and snapdragons from a nursery 
and set out a few weeks after seeds of the other annuals have been sown. 











PLAN BY CAROL SUE UMBREIT 


Marigold 


Stniles 





Cleome 


Marigold 
Helen Campbell 


Smiles 


Zinnia Oriole Cut-and- come-dqain 








California-poppy Little Beauty o Marigold Lemon Drop 
Sweet Alyssum Royal Carpet 


This garden will supply plenty of cut flowers for indoor decoration as well as making 
an attractive outdoor display. Unless you are able to sow seeds of the California- 
poppy early, substitute the dwarf marigold Lemon Drop as California-poppies need 
plenty of cool weather in which to make good germination and root growth, 














marigolds and the front section, nas- 
turtium, dwarf marigolds and zinnias 
and sweet-alyssum. 

(Don’t expect all the plants in the 
background, middle section or fore- 
ground to be of exactly the same height 
Study Allianora Rosse’s drawing of a 
perennial border on pages 58-59 and 
notice how height variations add to the 
interest of a garden.) 

Morning glories, which climb, can be 
part of this garden, if you plant them 
next to posts set every 6 feet or so, 
depending on the length of the border. 
Or if a fence is the background for 
the garden, plant morning glories along 
it. 

As for color, these nine basic annuals 
give just about every color variant you'll 
need. Selecting annuals for color from 
seed catalogs is part of the fun of seed 
packet gardening. You may hear or 
read that color isn’t important when 
you plant annuals—that they are all so 
bright and cheerful that any combina- 
tion is bound to be pleasing. This is 
only partially true—you’ll soon discover 
that bright oranges and pale pinks don’t 
enhance each other in the garden any 
more than they do in your livingroom 
or in dress fabrics. 

You will also find that you will get 
the best results when you plant each 
kind of annual in a large bed or block. 
For instance, plant zinnias in groups of 
eight plants or more of the same color 
and variety. (Occasionally, you'll want 
to include a variety such as GLAMOUR 
GIRLS zinnia, which is a mixture of 
pastels. ) 

While the annuals just mentioned will 
result in an attractive garden in them- 
selves, beginner and experienced gar- 
deners alike will want to grow petunias 
and snapdragons. Both, once they have 
started flowering, will bloom on week 
after week, giving an abundance of 
flowers for both garden display and 
cutting. 

For the earliest bloom, petunias and 
snapdragons should be started indoors 
(see page 176), but if you are patient, 
you can sow seeds outdoors in a seed 
bed, thin the little plants as they crowd 
each other and finally transplant the 
young plants into the sections where 
they are to flower. In comparison with 
zinnias, marigolds and_ other annuals, 
petunias and snapdragons grow slowly 
at first, and you wonder if they ever 
will reach flowering size. Suddenly, 
though, they do, and the gardener who 
has nursed them along from seed to 
flower has something to be really 
proud of. 

And don’t forget that you can still 
have petunias, snapdragons, ageratum, 
nierembergia, verbena, [SEE PAGE 126] 














PHOTOCRAPH RY ROCHE 


In brick-edged garden of Ethelbert Furlong, L.A., you can pick 
out two kinds of zinnias and Holsti impatiens in foreground. 
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by M. M. GRAFF 


Make one planting, 
enjoy it year after year! 


Once planted, perennials are the lazy gardener’s joy. 
A garden full of them will grow in beauty each year 
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Above: plan a perennial garden now that will look like this. 











1. Platycodon grandiflorum; 2. Iris sibirica 
Turquoise Cup; 3. Campanula glomerata; 
4. Phlox Enchantress; 5. Peony Lottie 
D. Rea; 6. Thalictrum glaucum; 7. An- 
themis tinctoria Moonlight; 8. Blue Del- 
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Most perennials can be planted through spring but the earlier the better. 
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phinium; 9. Day-lily Cellini; 
Iris sibirica Snow Crest; 


True Blue; 11. 


10. Veronica 


12. Campanula persicifolia Telham Beauty; 


13. Dianthus Old Spice; 
15. Columbine Pink and Yellow; 


tralis; 


14. Baptisia aus- 


16. Iris Happy Birthday; 17. Geranium 
grandiflorum; 18. Phlox Spitfire; 19. Ver- 
onica Blue Champion; 20. Achillea Sulphur 
Glow; 21. Echinops ritro Taplow Blue; 
22. Peony Pico; 23. Iris Tycoon; 24. Heu- 








ERENNIAL PLANTS are a gardener’s 
P soundest investment: like blue 

chip stocks, they increase steadily 
in value, multiply by dividing, and pay 
generous dividends of cuttings, seedlings, 
and gifts to deserving neighbors. To be 
sure, the initial cost sometimes seems 
daunting; but gardener and amateur in- 
vestor have both learned—by being 
royally stung with wildcat “bargains”’— 
that security comes high. It’s worth the 
price, however, to enjoy the assurance of 
a permanently planted border, certain 
to increase in beauty as it matures. 

In planning a border for lasting 
beauty and easy maintenance, I intend 
to use (with a very few exceptions) 
only plants I actually grow or have seen 
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growing. As proof of the durability of 
well-chosen perennials, you will note 
that many of the plants, new when J 
bought them fifteen years ago, are still 
giving ample return for their garden 
space. Many more such as baptisia are 
“wild” plants and have not been touched 
by the hybridizer; a few are new intro- 
ductions, some still on probation while 
others are already slated to replace 
older varieties as soon as they increase 
sufficiently. 

For example, I’ve included that 
staunch performer HYPERION, a name 
almost synonymous with day-lily, be- 
cause you can undoubtedly beg a slice 
or two of it from any established garden. 
In the proposed plan, as well as in 
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my own border, it will gradually be sup- 
planted by CELLINI, still too expensive 
to be bought in quantity, but in every 
way superior to HYPERION: in greater 
refinement and softer color, and in petals 
so broadly overlapping and so sweep- 
ingly recurved that it suggests one of 
the massive Dutch amaryllis. 
Obviously, all the variations possible 
to perennial borders can’t be included 
in one plan, so I’m going to choose the 
form which is at once the best, the com- 
monest, and the most adaptable. Arbi- 
trarily, then, this border is in full sun, 
the soil is well-drained, and it is to be 
viewed from the front only: that is, it 
has a background of hedge, wall, or 
split-sapling fence [SEE PaGE 129] 


~® Below: follow this plan to make a border like the one above. Each group is numbered and identified in the caption below the plan. 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE FROM PLAN BY M. M. GRAFF 











chera sanguinea Pluie De Feu; 25. An- 
thericum liliago; 26. Veronica gentianoides; 
27. Pink Lupines; 28. Phlox Salmon 
Beauty; 29. Aster Lilac; 30. Day-lily Hy- 
perion; 31. Blue Bearded Iris; 32. Astilbe 


Deutschland; 33. Platycodon  mariesi; 
34. Aquilegia longissima; 35 Phlox Harvest 
Fire; 36. Thermopsis caroliniana; 37. Ver- 
onica longifolium subsessilis; 38. Anthemis 
tinctoria Moonlight; 39. Geranium Wal- 


lichianum Buxton’s Blue; 40. Heuchera 
Freedom; 41. Blue Columbine; 42. Peony 
Westerner; 43. Clematis _ integrifolia; 
44. Yellow Bearded Iris; 45. Dianthus 
Black King or King of Blacks. 





Discover new opportunities 


in these regional tips by David Leach, 
Donald Watson, Ben Arthur Davis, 
John Jump and Klasina Keesin ey 


Rhododendrons 
in Midwest, South 


east and the Pacific Coast are al- 
ways entranced by the magnificent, 
flourishing rhododendrons which they 
often find to be the most impressive fea- 
ture of the landscape. Gardeners living 
in the Deep South and places west ad- 
mire these superb evergreen shrubs and 
frequently comment with keen regret 
that they cannot grow them back home. 
There is good news now for these 
envious visitors. In the last few years 
advances in our understanding of rhodo- 
dendrons and the conditions they need 
in order to thrive have made it possible 
for us to grow them successfully in un- 
congenial climates where hot, dry 
weather prevails. Many nurseries spe- 
cializing in rhododendrons and azaleas 
have sprung up in Missouri, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Michigan. Lists of hy- 
brids recommended for a_ particular 
region appear at the end of this article. 
Recent information on the nutrition of 
rhododendrons has simplified cultural 
methods in soils not to their liking. 
In selecting a site on which to grow 
rhododendrons in the less favorable 
climates, a northern exposure is always 
best. Such a situation misses the intense 
sunlight, both direct and reflected, and 
the searing winds which are so hard on 
rhododendrons in midsummer. A site 
facing north is all but a necessity in 
such extreme climates as that of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and Austin, Texas, 
where the direct sunlight is so brilliant. 
Here it is best to plant rhododendrons 
in good light but with no direct sun 
whatsoever. Elsewhere, if it is impos- 
sible to place them on the north side 
of a house or of shrub planting, a situa- 
tion sheltered by trees is almost as good. 
High overhead shade from deep-rooting 
hardwood trees is ideal. In the Midwest 
honey locusts are especially desirable 
as an overhead cover for rhodendrons. 


~ PRINGTIME VISITORS to the North- 


In the South tall pines and oaks, their 
lowest branches at least 12 feet from 
the ground, are preferred. The aim 
should be to provide about 30 per cent 
sun, with the quota of sunlight striking 
the plants in the morning ‘and as little 
as possible in the afternoon. In most 
Midwestern states the plants should be 
shielded from the prevailing hot, drying 
winds from the southwest. 

After an appropriate site has been 
selected, the soil must be altered to meet 
the needs of rhododendrons. It is this 
particular phase of culture that has been 
the source of so many past failures. 

Rhododendrons must have acid soil 
to thrive, and the usual practice in dis- 
tricts with alkaline soil has been to 
excavate a planting hole and fill it with 
a prepared, acid soil mixture. The fact 
is, however, that it is impossible to main- 
tain the proper acidity in such a small 
volume as is contained in an isolated 
planting hole. Rhodo- [SEE PAGE 133] 


Garden violets 
coast to coast 


wild in the woodlands nearby, you 

will be able to grow the cultivated 
violets with great success in your gar- 
den. From the cool slopes of northern 
California eastward to Virginia, you 
can make the garden violet flower over 
a surprisingly long season. 

They prefer a light well-drained soil 
and most will withstand partial shade. 
If the soil is heavy and contains little 
organic matter, dig in some well-rotted 
cow manure or leafmold. This will im- 
prove the soil texture and add nutrients. 
While violets can be transplanted at 
almost any time during the growing 
season, they will usually grow most 
rapidly, forming many runners, if they 
are planted in the early spring when 
the soil is cool and moist. If planted 


I YOU CAN FIND VIOLETS growing 


If climate 


7 to 10 inches apart in good soil and 
watered thoroughly, they will produce 
sufficient plants to make a dense, matted 
cover within a year. If violets are 
planted during the summer, remove 
some of the leaves of each plant to 
reduce the likelihood of wilting. To 
encourage larger plants and flowers, 
apply a complete plant food with a high 
nitrogen content. 

The plants will increase by develop- 
ing new plants or runners. Place soil 
over the runners here and there to 
make new roots form. The new plants 
which have rooted can be moved to 
another location next year. In regions 
where winters are severe, protect the 
plants from winter injury and heaving 
(especially during early spring thaws) 
by covering with straw or salt hay. 

Violets produce two kinds of flowers: 
small, inconspicuous flowers (known 
as cleistogamous) which form near the 
base of the plant during the long days 
of summer when leaves are large and 
seeds are developing; and the bright 
colorful (chasmogamous) flowers which 
appear when leaves are small and no 
seeds are forming during the short days 
of spring and fall. 

In regions where summer tempera- 
tures drop as low as 50° during the 
night, the plants can be forced to pro- 
duce the more attractive, showy chas- 
mogamous flowers by shortening the 
period of daylight. To do this merely 
place light-tight cardboard cartons or 
wooden boxes over the plants at 4 P.M. 
and remove them any time after dark. 
The plants will respond to the length 
of the daylight period rather than to the 
time of year. They will behave as if it 
were still spring and produce small 
leaves and an abundance of large fra- 
grant showy flowers. It is possible to 
produce very large flowers on stems 10 
or more inches long, the blooms stand- 
ing high above a mat of rich brilliant 
green leaves. 

Here are a few of the cultivated varie- 
ties which you can grow in your garden. 

Violet shades: LOVLIANA, a sweetly 
scented, bluish purple [SEE PaGE 135] 





limits your gardening 


Perennials 
in the South 


ANY GARDENERS IN THE SOUTH 
M have acquired the impression 
that perennial flowers in general 
are failures down here. This is in error 
and is due, perhaps, to our inability to 
grow just a few of the more important 
ones. It is true that some perennials 
such as delphinium and peonies, which 
require a long rest period with low tem- 
peratures, are failures in the Deep 
South. Our winters are both too short 
and too mild for them. But there are 
many perennials that thrive here. 
Just as many Southerners moving 
into the colder areas insist on trying to 
grow semi-tropical species in their new 
gardens, many families moving from 
the East and Midwest into the Deep 
South stubbornly attempt to grow the 
perennials that were mainstays in their 
former gardens. But all gardeners, 
sooner or later, discover that they must 
tailor gardening to match conditions. 
In the upper zone of the South most 
of the popular perennials will thrive, 
but as one goes deeper into this area, 
approaching the Gulf Coast and Florida, 


the list of perennials becomes more 


selective. But even on a limited list 
there are many fine perennials that will 
thrive in the mid-South and quite a num- 
ber that will even do well in Florida. 
Dr. John V. Watkins of the University 
of Florida speaks of gardening in that 
state in a recent bulletin: “More than 
a score of heat-loving perennials thrive 
year in and year out, some of them re- 
quiring so little attention that spraying, 
dusting, cultivating and staking may be 
forgotten. Many are evergreen and their 
foliage provides a permanent feature in 
the garden scene.” 

As any gardener from the colder 
areas where perennials are lavishly used 
will tell you, there are many advantages 
in using this more permanent plant ma- 
terial. Many perennials can be left un- 


disturbed for several years, thus elimi- 
nating the need for annual plantings; the 
plants add strength, an air of stability 
and permanence to the garden beds; 
they supplement the annuals, giving a 
greater mass of bloom through the sea- 
sons; and many perennials bloom in late 
summer and fall when [SEE PaGE 136] 


Primulas 
for all climates 


EARLY EVERY GARDEN, no matter 
N how small, has a spot that re- 

ceives sun for only an hour or 
so a day. It may be only a narrow 
border against the north side of the 
house or garage; it may be a space be- 
neath a fruit tree; but it can be made a 
brilliant spot of color by planting some 
of the hardier primroses. 

Many gardeners are unacquainted 
with the range of flower size and color 
that is available in some of the polyan- 
thus strains of primula. The current 
catalogue of one specialist offers this 
strain in thirty-six colors: brilliant reds, 
yellows and blues contrasted with pastels 
of pink, apricot and bronze; pure whites 
with yellow centers are set off by dark 
tones of royal purple, violet and brown. 
There are few garden flowers that offer 
as wide a color range. Most of the 
flowers have an eye of a contrasting 
color, but in some of the newer strains 
there is only a trace of an eye or none. 

The polyanthus primrose is not a true 
species but is considered to be a hybrid 
originated in England perhaps three 
hundred years ago by crossing Primula 
vulgaris and the cowslip, P. veris. Sev- 
eral decades ago the polyanthus prim- 
rose was being developed almost 
entirely by English growers, but in re- 
cent years great progress has been made 
by primrose specialists in North Amer- 
ica, particularly in sections of the West 
Coast where the climate [SEE Pace 139] 


Tender bulbs 


in California 


ESTERN GARDENING and especially 
W California gardening is very 

fascinating and often a little 
puzzling because there are so many 
climates present on the Pacific Coast. 
Here we do not deal with four different 
seasons as the Eastern and Midwestern 
gardeners do. Generally speaking, there 
are only two seasons: the rainy season 
from November and December into 
April and May, with some local night 
frosts; and the dry season, during the 
remaining months. 

Though we may not realize it, the 
mildness of this climate hinders the 
growing of shrubs and flowers rather 
than helps. And that applies to growing 
bulbs also; both the hardy and the 
tender ones. ‘ 

Tender bulbs, corms and ‘tubers, such 
as gladioli, dahlias and tuberous be- 
gonias, when grown in California gar- 
dens, need to be lifted annually so they 
can be cleaned and divided. Those not 
planted deeply, such as Tigridia Pa- 
vonia, cyclamen, gloxinia and tuberous 
begonia would rot during the heavy rains 
if left in the ground all year. 

The dahlia is very well suited to the 
cool, foggy belt along the Pacific Coast, 
and is an old standby in summer and 
fall gardens. With all the different types 
that are available, there is sure to be a 
dahlia to suit everybody. 

Gladiolus need sunshine, and plenty 
of it. The time to plant gladiolus in 
California depends on the particular 
section you live in. It is possible in 
some parts of Southern California to 
plant gladiolus almost every month of 
the year. In Central California, on the 
Coast and in the Bay area around San 
Francisco and Oakland, fall and winter 
plantings are not successful. The first 
lot should be planted from early March 
to the end of June. It is advisable to 
use the large corms for [SEE PaGE 142] 





Here is the first of three FLOWER GROWER excerpts 
from The Kitchen Garden Book 
by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard 


Make a family eating-garden 


(Condensed from The Kitchen Garden Book by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard 
published by The Viking Press, copyright 1956 by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard.) 


ARDENERS KNOW, better than most people, that every- 
ee thing man has came out of the earth. Therefore they 

respect earth. But if you have decided to make a 
garden, you must first remember that on the face of this 
earth there are many places with no soil and that a garden 
can be made only where there is soil. If you live in a city 
or a town, I am thinking of your back yard, which prob- 
ably looks as if it were covered with soil. But the dirt 
may not be soil at all. It probably was soil once. And 
you can make it soil again—provided you know what 
soil is. 

Gardening is so much fun that a lot of people, when 
spring comes around, rush to a seed store, come home laden 
with seeds, and start planting. Many of them never rush 
to a seed store again, because they find they “can’t make 
things grow.” Nobody ever made anything grow. A seed 
is a tiny high-powered bundle of determination to grow. 
All the gardener has to do is put it where a seed can grow. 
The people whom spring beguiled into a seed store and 
could never beguile again—those people usually put the 
seed in dirt all right, but not in soil. 

For a vegetable seed to produce a beautiful, healthy, 
bountiful plant, it not only needs good soil. It also needs 
plenty of sunlight. So, in planning your garden, watch 
carefully which parts of your available space get a long 
day’s sunlight. A high board fence may mean that part of 
your yard will do better for flowers that love shade than 
for vegetables. Above all, watch out for trees and big 
shrubs. I sometimes think that vegetables must enjoy look- 
ing at a fine tree. But vegetables like to look from a safe 
distance. The tree will steal the water they need to make 
food available to their tiny roots. It will steal the’ food it- 
self. It will steal the sunlight they must have. 

Finally, the vegetables you plant to grow must have 
water, and in the right amounts. The water they will like 
most is rain. But in most parts of the United States, even 
where annual rainfall is adequate, the rain does not always 
fall when the vegetable needs it. It will pay to buy quite 
a long garden hose in order to be able to rescue them. If 
you live in the country, you may need to run a pipe from 
the house, a spring, a well, or a brook. 

But vegetables can also have too much water. Most 


vegetables will not grow in a marsh, or even in a spot that 
frequently looks like a marsh. If your garden spot slopes 
slightly, so the water will run gently off—without taking 
your soil with it, as it will do if the slope is steep—you are 
safe. Even better than this surface drainage is the drainage 
that occurs underground when you have deep crumbly soil. 
To get that kind of drainage, you want to make sure there 
is no “hardpan” under your topsoil. If you dig a hole in 
your garden spot, you can easily find out whether there is 
hardpan. The subsoil will be packed tight and water will 
not sink into it readily. 


In that case, if your garden spot is big [SEE Pace 147] 


A family eating-garden doesn’t have to be a dream garden. Let 
this plan whet your appetite and spark your ambition with all 
the good-to-eat foods you can raise in your own back yard. 
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by R. MILTON CARLETON 


Home-grown stra wherries 


but doubtless God never did.” These words about 
strawberries were quoted three hundred years 
ago by Izaak Walton in The Compleat Angler. 

Unfortunately, many have never eaten a really good 
strawberry, the kind Izaak Walton had in mind. Instead 
their mouths were probably puckered by a bright red fruit 
which they were told was a strawberry but actually wasn’t 
even a shadow of the real thing. I know of no other fruit 
which can vary so widely in quality. If you want to taste 
the true strawberry flavor, don’t expect,to find it in a com- 
mercial berry. Picked green, colored but not ripened in 
shipment, and abused all the way to market, these bare 
imitations of a strawberry bought at the corner store are 
hardly worth the effort of eating. To really enjoy straw- 
berries, you must have the home-grown product, allowed 
to reach full maturity on the plant and then eaten as soon 
as ripe. 

Despite its delicacy, the strawberry is the easiest of 
all fruits to grow. It is the one berry which does not 
demand a separate fruit garden but can be grown with 
vegetables if need be. The rows can be made continuous 
with the rows of vegetables, so they can be hoed at the 
same time. If necessary, the bed can be moved every year. 
Best of all, the strawberry is one fruit that does well from 
Florida to Minnesota. One variety, PREMIER or HOWARD 
17, is adapted to a wider range of climates than any other 
fruit or vegetable variety available today. 

Strawberries will grow in any soil that has grown good 
vegetables or flowers, whether it be a light sandy loam 


ST) Pout aout God could have made a better berry, 


64 


or a heavy clay; but they grow best in a well-drained loam 
that contains a fair amount of organic matter. 

Prepare the soil just as you would for annuals or vege- 
tables. Dig or rotary-till it to a depth of several inches. 
Since strawberries like a loose, fluffy scil that holds water 
well, work in some organic matter such as compost, peat- 
moss or rotted manure. Also add some commercial ferti- 
lizer such as 5-10-5 at the rate of 25 pounds per 1,000 
square feet or later, work in a small handful around each 
plant. 

There are two things to avoid when selecting a spot for 
a strawberry bed. First, never choose a spot where deep- 
rooted perennial weeds such as Canada thistle or quack- 
grass are growing. These prove to be serious pests in a 
strawberry bed for it takes a few years to get rid of them. 
Second, avoid a spot that has been in sod within the last 
two years. White grubs, usually occupying sodded land, 
will cause serious damage by nibbling the roots of the 
strawberry plants. If there is no choice and land once 
sodded must be used, treat the soil with a granular form 
of dieldrin (sold under various trade names), following 
the directions of the manufacturer on the package. 

If you get the urge to plant strawberries, you won't 
have to wait long to begin. There are several planting 
seasons, each having advantages. Commercial growers set 
plants out as early in the spring as the soil can be prepared; 
in areas north of the Ohio River this is usually in April. 
Early spring planting saves the grower the expense of 
protecting the plants during the first winter. Though very 
early spring planting is generally recommended to home 














taste best 


gardeners, fall planting is also possible; those plants which 
live through the winter will outbear those set the following 
spring. During October and November it is sometimes 
difficult to obtain plants, but some specialists do offer them. 
The perfect way, if you can stand the higher costs, is to 
buy potted plants to set out in late July or early August. 
Everbearing varieties handled in this way will bear a small 
crop in the fall of the same year. 

Plants are often sold in lots of twenty-five and can be 
obtained from your local garden center or from mail-order 
nurseries. If planting in hills, buy one plant for each foot 
and a half of row. If using the matted row system, buy 
one plant for each foot to foot and a half of row. Once 
the strawberry plants are established in your garden, their 
rooted runners will furnish all the new plants you'll need. 
They can be transplanted at almost any time during the 
growing season. Many home gardeners find this a good 
way to establish a new row, spreading the work over a 
long period. 

When planting, set the plants so that their crowns 
are just at the soil line. Brush away any soil that may be 
covering the crowns. Also be sure that soil doesn’t work 
in between the leaves for this will cause rot. Keep a can 
filled with a captan solution handy, so the plants may be 
dipped and shaken dry before planting. This solution can 
be made by dissolving 6 teaspoonfuls of captan in 1 gallon 
of water. I also like to pour about a % pint of starter or 
transplanting solution in the planting hole before filling 
with soil. This is made by adding 2 to 3 ounces of 5-10-5 
to a gallon of water and stirring vigorously. [SEE Pace 152] 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER RY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


EISEN MEIER 


A pyramid planting of strawberries con- 
serves space and also discourages little 
children from tramping on the plants. 


A light layer of straw was placed on 
these rows of strawberry plants to pro- 
vide protection during the cold winter. 


COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 

























































A barrel planted 
with strawberries 
on top and in holes 
bored in the side 
will interest every- 
one in the family. 
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on your hobby flowers 


terrace and then been invited to see your host’s 

hobby flowers? You brace yourself—you know it 
means a trip out behind the garage, barn or chickenhouse 
where you will find row after row of gladiolus, day- 
lilies, iris, chrysanthemums, dahlias and, yes, even roses 
on a great dull rectangle of earth. This happens in New 
England, Florida, Ohio and California, anywhere, and each 
time it does, you wonder why something isn’t done so 
these wonderful flowers can be appreciated not only for 


i {*: YOU EVER ENJOYED A COOL DRINK on a pleasant 





Dahlias in a long curved bed are seen from 
a patio and color the fall landscape. Flower- 
ing shrubs make a bright spring background. 





their individual perfection but for their total brilliance. 
Something can be done and it is just a question of 


‘ relating the hobby garden to the outdoor living area. Give 


it a background of shrubs, a fence or a hedge. Set it 
off with a nice path. Use a few other flowering plants for 
contrast and shape the garden in a great curve so that a 
cultivator and sprayer can be used between long rows. 
This seems to be the objection the hobbyist has to “land- 
scaping” with his flowers. He believes that a straight line is 
needed for cultivation, but a curved one works as well.® 











Street 





Gladiolus or day-lilies could be planted in rows in the curved 
shown above and be carefully labeled without detracting 
from the brilliant landscape effect they would certainly produce. 


FLOWERS 








DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY FRANK GC. SCHWARZ 


Street 


Iris, in rows for cultural reasons, might Roses might be the hobby flower here. 


be planted on a sloping bed to make a 


Edge the path with floribundas and back 
breath-taking display in May and June. 


them with parallel rows of hybrid teas. 


Above is a setting that 
a specialist could use to 
show off his hobby flow- 
ers. At left you see how 
this setting can be 
adapted to meet the space 
requirements of four dif- 
ferent plots. 








Here’s news of your favorite flower 


and your neighbor's too. 


Keep up-to-date on all of them.... 


MCFARLAND 


DAY-LILIES 


WHAT’S NEW: The search for a real 
pink day-lily continues, with new varie- 
ties being introduced each year that are 
pink to some extent. Proof that day-lily 
enthusiasts are excited about the new 
more-or-less pink varieties is the fact 
that they have voted the salmon-pink 
EVELYN CLAAR their favorite day-lily. 
Though there is much confusion on 
what a real pink is, most hybridizers 
agree that a clear, sparkling baby-pink 
has not yet been realized in day-lilies. 
But among the new varieties are many 
bright new colors and color combina- 
tions, peach tints, pastel blends or rich 
strong colors from light yellow to deep 
wine and startling two-tone effects. 

GROWING DAY-LILIES: The usual prac- 
tice is to plant during spring and early 
summer in Northern gardens and in fall 
in Southern and Gulf State gardens. 
You couldn’t go wrong by choosing the 
favorite varieties of those who know 
day-lilies best, members of the Hem- 
erocallis Society. These varieties are: 
yellow, HIGH Noon; orange, NARANJA; 
pink, EvELYN CLAAR; red, GARNET 
RoBE; red-purple, POTENTATE; bi-color, 
CABALLERO; eyed or banded, CATHEDRAL 
Towers; polychrome, PRIMA DONNA. 
LET’S DO SOMETHING NEW: Naturalize 
day-lilies on a dry, eroded slope. Join 
the Hemerocallis Society and attend the 
1956 convention in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Coliect the lustrous new pink varieties. 


FORTNAM 


GLADIOLUS 


WHAT’S NEW: The formation of the 
All-America Gladiolus Selections is the 
big news. This organization tests the 
newest varieties in its thirty trial gardens 
located in the United States and Canada. 
The: first two All-America Gladiolus 
Selections are ROYAL STEWART, a lightly 
ruffled, clear light red variety that was 
tested in 1953; and APPLEBLOSSOM, a 
snowy white gladiolus flushed with rose 
pink, that was tested in 1954. 
GROWING GLADIOLUS: After the soil 
has become warm and mellow, the glad- 
iolus corms can be set out. In a light 
sandy soil the usual planting depth is 
6 inches; in a heavy clay soil, about 4 
inches. 

LET’‘S DO SOMETHING NEW: Plant drifts 
of miniature gladiolus in the flower 
border; unlike the large-flowered type, 
the miniatures combine well with other 
garden flowers. Visit the display gar- 
dens of a large commercial gladiolus 
grower; there you will be able to select 
the varieties you would like for your 
own garden. Join the North American 
Gladiolus Council or the New England 
Gladiolus Society and plan to enter a 
few specimen spikes in the local show. 
Last year there were over one hundred 
gladiolus shows across the nation. Since 
they are one of the finest cutting flowers, 
set aside a hidden corner of the yard for 
planting the extra, left-over gladiolus 
corms. 


or these are 


STAR ROSES 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


WHAT’S NEW: The gardener who likes 
chrysanthemums no longer has to limit 
himself to the common garden-type 
varieties; now he can grow the less usual 
types: the huge ball-like incurves, the 
feathery quills and spiders and the dis- 
tinctive spoons. These are now available 
to the home gardener as well as to the 
commercial cut-flower producer. How- 
ever, if the garden-type varieties are pre- 
ferred, the chrysanthemum enthusiast 
will find these greatly improved. The 
flowers are larger and more resistant to 
frost; they appear earlier and have 
greater variety in form and color. 
GROWING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: The gar- 
den-type chrysanthemums should be 
planted as soon as the soil warms. 
Plants already growing in the garden 
can be used as stock plants from which 
cuttings may be taken for new plants. 
The spiders, spoons and _  incurves 
should be bought as rooted cuttings and 
set in the garden in late May or June. 
If the varieties are late-flowering, they 
will need some protection from frost. 
LET‘S DO SOMETHING NEW: Grow some 
garden-type pompons as potted plants 
to add portable color to the patio or 
edges of the garden. Raise some “foot- 
ball-type” chrysanthemums to furnish 
material for fall corsages. Attend a 
chrysanthemum show next fall, perhaps 
the Annual Show of the National Chrys- 
anthemum Society in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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LADISLAUS CUTAK 


WATER-LILIES 


WHAT'S NEW: In the case of water- 
lilies it is not the new varieties that take 
the spotlight, for they are few and far 
between; instead, it’s the new opportu- 
nities in pool construction made possible 
by the use of molded plastic. Though 
the use of this new material for pools is 
still being developed, plastics will un- 
doubtedly be one of the materials of the 
future. At the present time most pools 
are constructed of concrete or steel or 
are improvised from barrels or tubs. 
GROWING WATER-LILIES: There are two 
types of water-lilies you can choose to 
grow: the hardy type which blooms 
early and is treated as a perennial; and 
the tender, tropical type, treated as an 
annual, which is more showy, holding its 
flowers high above the water. A pool 5 
feet across is large enough for three 
medium-sized water-lilies. If space is 
very limited, grow the pygmy varieties 
with flowers only 1 or 2 inches across. 
Hardy water-lilies can be planted from 
mid-April on; the tender tropical varie- 
ties should be planted in late spring. 
LET’S DO SOMETHING NEW: Construct 
a pool onthe terrage or near the bar- 
becue where you entertain your friends, 
and plant it with night-blooming tropical 
varieties. Encourage the tropical water- 
lilies to live over the winter by bringing 
them indoors and placing in tubs in the 
sun or by wintering them over in a 
greenhouse. 


IRIS 


WHAT’S NEW: Though ruffling is cur- 
rently the vogue, iris breeding is moving 
toward a compromise between a heavily 
ruffied and a severely tailored form. As 
a result of the enthusiastic breeding be- 
ing done by amateur and commercial 
growers alike, new unusual colors con- 
tinue to appear. One of the goals of the 
iris breeder today is a true red iris. 
Pink and orchid varieties are already 
available. SABLE NIGHT, 1955’s winner 
of the highest award of the American 
Iris Society, is itself a rich, glowing 
red-black. Other winning varieties are 
CHAR-MAIZE, VIOLET HARMONY and 
PALOMINO. 


GROWING IRIS: The planting season of 
iris generally extends from early summer 
to early fall. In colder climates, such 
as the Central and Eastern states and 
Canada, early July planting is preferred. 
In the South and Southwest planting is 
done in fall. On the Pacific Coast the 
planting season varies from late May 
until early July, though some prefer to 
plant as late as September or October. 
Though many of the standard, older 
varieties are available at local garden 
centers, a better selection is carried 
by growers specializing in iris. 

LET'S DO SOMETHING NEW: Raise some 
of the less common types—the tall 
spurias or butterfly iris, unmatched for 
cutting; the reticulatas, a few inches 
high; or giant-flowered Japanese iris. 


CAROL SUE UMBREIT 


WHAT’S NEW: Color is the dominant 
note of the new roses—a bright ever- 
changing display of yellow, buff, pink 
and red as is found in Circus, the only 
All-America Rose Selection for 1956; 
sparkling bicolors such as Love SONG, 
whose petals are salmon pink on top 
and light yellow on the reverse; or un- 
usual newer tones of lavender as_found 
in the new AMY VANDERBILT. Top 
quality foliage of good substance and 
color and high resistance to disease is 
another feature. Here’s an encouraging 
note for all who like roses: with the 
new improved combination dusts and 
sprays, insect and disease control is 
easier than ever. Now it’s no longer 
necessary to concoct a brew for each 
pest. This will make all rose enthusiasts 
happy: in a recent poll the rose was 
voted first choice as America’s national 
flower; joint resolutions to this effect 
have been introduced in Congress. 
GROWING ROSES: If you want to plant 
roses this spring, set them out as soon 
as the ground thaws, before hot weather 
arrives. Nurseries specializing in roses 
will send the plants at the proper time. 
To learn more about roses see the spe- 
cial Home Garden Guide to Roses in 
the February issue of FLOWER GROWER. 
LET’‘S DO SOMETHING NEW: Visit public 
rose gardens on your vacation. Grow a 
few of the alluring old-fashioned roses. 
Join the American Rose Society. 
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For these are everyone’s favorites, continued 


PEONIES 


WHAT'S NEW: At the 1955 convention 
of the American Peony Society the tree 
peonies were the high point of the show. 
With the introduction of new improved 
varieties which have stronger stems and 
carry their flowers well above the foli- 
age, tree peonies are becoming increas- 
ingly popular. FRANCES MAINS, a large 
blush pink, fully double peony won the 
American Home Achievement Award 
for the best new named variety. In a 
poll of Society members the following 
five peonies were voted the most popu- 
lar: 1. Mons. JULEs ELIE, light rose 
pink; 2. KELWay’s GLorious, white; 3. 
Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, soft 
pink; 4. Festiva MAXIMA, white with 
crimson markings; and 5. PHILIPPE 
RivorrReE, dark crimson with blackish 
sheen. 

GROWING PEONIES: The ideal time to 
plant peonies is September and October. 
Nurseries usually ship from September 
1 until the ground freezes. 

LET‘S DO SOMETHING NEW: Produce 
specimen-size blooms on your favorite 
peony by removing all buds except the 
ones you want to develop and by water- 
ing and feeding the plant generously. 
If you have grown only the fully double 
or rose-type peony, you will want to dis- 
cover other types that are equally good 
and also deserve a place in your garden: 
the anemone- and the single-flowered, 
the Japanese and the tree peonies. 
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DAHLIAS 


WHAT’S NEW: An encouraging note for 
all gardeners is that the value of dahlias 
as a garden flower and as a cut flower 
is becoming increasingly appreciated. 
No longer is the greatest emphasis put 
on the huge blooms that are only good 
for exhibiting. The “M” or miniature 
and “B-B” or medium-to-small classes 
are becoming more important. More 
gardeners are discovering the value of 
the dwarf dahlias, which grow no higher 
than 30 inches, in the flower border. 
Also, the small-flowering mixtures that 
can be grown from seed, such as the 
CoLTNEss single hybrids and UNwIN’s 
dwarf hybrids, are becoming more pop- 
ular as bedding plants. There are few 
flowers that vary so much in form and 
size of bloom as the dahlia. At the 
1955 Annual Show of the American 
Dahlia Society there were no less than 
280 classes exhibited. The specimen 
blooms ranged in size from %4 inches 
(a pink single dahlia, BONNE EsPER- 
ANCE) to 14% inches (a red informal 
decorative, MARY ELIZABETH). A few 
of the types that were exhibited are il- 
lustrated on the opposite page. At this 
same show GROUCHO MARX, a large 
white semi-cactus variety, was declared 
the winner of the Society’s Sweepstakes 
and the American Home Achievement 
Medal. This outstanding variety was 
also a four-star winner on the FLOWER 
Grower Dahlia Honor Roll, having 
been selected by each of the four judges. 
Some of the other top varieties as se- 
lected by the Honor Roll judges are: 
ARUBANITA, a large cherry red informal 
decorative; JOHNNIE CASEY, a red and 
white bicolor miniature formal decora- 
tive; JOHNNIE K., a large, dark red, 
semi-cactus; LITTLE PATTY, a pure white 
medium to small semi-cactus; and 
NEEDLES, a medium to small collarette 
with white petals flecked with purple. 


GROWING DAHLIAS: If you order your 
dahlias from a specialist, you'll be able 
to buy them as either green plants, 
rooted cuttings, roots or potted roots. 
But unless you are an experienced dahlia 
grower, you will probably want to raise 
your plants from roots. The small- 
flowered UNWIN or COLTNEss hybrids 


are usually sown from seed or, if you 
like, you can buy them as young plants 
from your nurseryman. Since dahlias 
will winter-kill, the roots should be 
lifted in the fall after the first light frost. 
LET’‘S DO SOMETHING NEW: It’s always 
fun to buy seeds of a classified strain 
and raise them to the flowering stage 
in the garden. Then in the fall, lift the 
roots of the most desirable ones, store 
them over the winter and next year 
plant them out in the garden. Dahlia 
specialists usually sell seed collections of 
the following types: cactus, semi-cactus, 
formal decorative, informal decorative, 
collarette, orchid-flowering and minia- 
ture. Include the free-flowering little 
hybrids that can be raised so easily from 
seed in your flower beds this year. The 
most important ones of this group are 
the MIGNON mixtures, COLTNESs single 
hybrids, and the UNwin dwarf hybrids. 


The key below will aid in identifying 
the dahlias illustrated at right. They are 
classified as follows: 1—pink informal 
decorative, “A” size or large; 2—gold 
formal decorative, “B” size or medium; 3— 
pompons; 4—white formal decoratives, 
“M” size or miniature; 5—gold single, 
“B-B” size or small-medium; 6—informal 
decorative bicolor, red with white tips, 
“B” size or medium; 7—light blend semi- 
cactus type, “A” size or large; 8—orchid 
type; 9—gold anemone type, “M” size or 
miniature; 10—orchid type, “M” size or 
miniature; 11—red straight cactus type, 
“B” size or medium. 
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The flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) is one of America’s The redbud or Judas-tree (Cercis canadensis) also blooms in 
favorite trees. It has handsome flowers, fruit and foliage the spring. It makes a good flowering companion for the 
and a neat habit of growth that suits it to the small place. flowering dogwood. A white variety, alba, is available. 


The golden-chain (Laburnum Wateri—sometimes listed as L. Flowering crab-apple (Malus) is another tree to be enjoyed 
vossi) is outstanding only for its showy, drooping racemes during two seasons. First come an abundance of flowers 
of bright yellow flowers in June. It is also very hardy. then small apples that are both decorative and _ useful. 








look at these 


When you choose trees and large shrubs, 
consider the redbud, the dogwoods, the 
hawthorns and many other good plants 
which have attractive flowers in the 


spring and striking fruit in the fall 


FLOWERING TREES 


by BERNARD BRIDGERS 


frequently, though, the trees you wish to have will 

grow too large for your property and will also hinder 
the growth of smaller plants and shrubs. A good solution 
is to select small, flowering trees such as those shown on 
the opposite page, three of which are native to North 
America. These, and many others, are especially adaptable 
to the small garden. Most of them bear flowers and lustrous 
fruits, have handsome foliage and picturesque branching 
habits in summer and winter. They are suitable for a wide 
range of climatic and soil conditions. 

Among flowering trees, the dogwoods are almost certain 
to be thought of first. Here is a group of trees and large 
shrubs which is widely spread over the United States. 
Dogwoods thrive in various soils and require relatively 
little care or attention, growing nearly as well in shady 
places under large trees as in sunny localities. 

Dogwood flowers are of two types—those with petal- 
like bracts which surround the very small flowers and 
those with flowers borne in showy, flat-topped clusters 
(see opposite page). You can enjoy these flowers in the 
spring, then the beautiful foliage in summer and autumn, 
and finally the fruits in fall which to the bird lover have 
a specific recommendation in that they are much sought 
after by some fifty kinds of songbirds. And in addition 
to these qualities, several of the dogwoods have brightly 
colored branches and twigs which during winter brighten 
a landscape which might otherwise lack color. 

Perhaps you have wondered why these trees and shrubs 
are called dogwoods. The name “dogwood” comes from 
the ancient medicinal value of the bark of the tree. It is 
reported that a special decoction from a European species 
was used to wash mangy dogs, and the bark and fresh 
twigs of various species have been used as fever preven- 
tives, toothpaste and scarlet dye! 

It may seem almost distasteful to associate such a non- 


QO’ COURSE YOU want trees in your landscape. Too 


aesthetic derivation with the flowering dogwood (Cornus 
florida), one of the most beautiful American flowering 
trees. Its spreading branches covered in early spring with 
resplendent white bracts surrounding the greenish-yellow 
inconspicuous flowers are spectacular, and woodlands and 
gardens from Southwestern Maine to Florida and Texas are 
brightened by their beauty. The leaves, developing im- 
mediately after flowering, are of a medium to dark green 
above and whitish beneath. In the fall, as the leaves 
assume a brilliant autumn color of bright yc'low to orange 
and red, the scarlet fruits, borne in dense clusters but 
individually distinct, begin to show. 

The red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) is of a shrub- 
like habit of growth, seldom reaching a height greater 
than 12 or 15 feet. It is a loose, broad-spreading plant with 
prostrate branches at the base, and its stoloniferous habit 
makes it particularly useful in naturalistic plantings. It is 
extremely hardy in the Northern and Central states and 
is usually found growing near water but is tolerant to 
drought and sun or shade. Its numerous clusters of small 
white flowers are borne in May to June, and in winter the 
plant makes a very handsome spectacle with its blood-red 
branches and white to bluish berry-like fruit. This plant 
alone is visited in winter by some twenty kinds of song- 
birds and in the wild is a browse plant for several animals. 
including the deer, moose and rabbit. 

For dark blue fruits the pagoda dogwood (Cornus 
alternifolia) may be used. This is native to the Eastern 
and Central states and is found along ravines, hedgerows 
and woodland borders. Its ultimate height is from 20 to 25 
feet and it has a spread equal to its height, with the lower 
branches sweeping the ground. The layered appearance 
of its foliage is particularly pleasing. In spring the light 
green leaves are whitened by the flowers arranged in dense 
creamy white clusters, 1% to 2% inches across. The 
flowers are followed in early summer with [SEE Pace 144] 
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by JOHN R. REBHAN 


OU Can grow evergreens 


in a nursery of your own 


Select a location for your nursery where 
it will be protected and where the soil is 
reasonably good and well drained. Most 
of the evergreens and woody plants you 
will grow prefer a slightly acid to neutral 
soil. Deep soil preparation is essential. 


A marking board is laid across the bed. 
It helps you to keep the rows of plants 
straight and indicates their width. For 
a home nursery, most plants can be spaced 
8 to 10 inches apart in the row, with the 
rows spaced 10 to 12 inches apart. 


Peatmoss in liberal quantities is added 
after the soil has been turned several 
times and stones and debris removed. For 
easier handling, the peatmoss is first 
dampened. A complete garden fertilizer, 
about 1 Ib. to 25 square feet, is sufficient. 


In planting do not break the ball of earth 
around the plant roots. Some of the stock 
you receive will be shipped without soil. 
If the bare roots are dry, soak them in 
water on receipt and then spread them 
carefully as you put them in the ground. 


Incorporate the peatmoss deep in the soil. 
It will be close to the plant roots. The 
young nursery plants require moisture and 
the peatmoss has the capacity to hold it 
in the ground. Pulverize the peatmoss 
thoroughly as you work it into the soil. 


Firm each plant in the ground so the soil 
is in complete contact with the roots. 
This is an important planting step; don’t 
be afraid that it will cause injury. 
Set the plants as deep as they previously 
grew. Do not remove any of the foliage. 





on to landscape size and it doesn’t take a great deal 
of skill. The major planting steps are shown in the 
photographs below. 

Small hollies, rhododendrons, yews, pines, junipers, box- 
wood and pieris are only a few of the young plants offered 
by mail-order nurserymen. They are the shrubs you need 
for borders, hedges and foundation planting—shrubs that 
are expensive to buy in large sizes. It takes years of care 
to produce specimen shrubs for your home, so the price 
your local nurseryman must charge is justified. There is 
no reason, however, why you cannot stretch your land- 
scape budget by growing at least some of the plants you 
need in your own nursery. 

You may grow these plants in any sheltered spot about 


T IS INTERESTING AND ECONOMICAL to grow evergreens 
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Screened compost and/or dehydrated 


A wooden frame is placed around the bed 


the property, but for best results, try a nursery bed such as 
the one pictured here. The soil can be deeply prepared, 
you can control water and shade, and the young plants will 
not have to compete for nutrients with nearby trees or 
shrubs. 

You may plant your nursery in early sprihg or fall. 
Some of the plants will grow faster than others, depending 
upon the species, and when they begin to crowd, in two to 
three years, they will be ready for transplanting and strong 
enough to fend for themselves in their permanent location 
in the landscape. A plant for which you may pay 50 cents 
will be worth upwards of $2 when you set it in its final 
location. In another two or three years it would be worth 
from $6 to $10 if you had to buy it. The saving which 
can be yours is a strong incentive for start- [SEE PAGE 157] 
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Before planting allow the soil to settle 


manure is next spread over the nursery 
bed and worked into the soil. Remember 
that the plants will be in the nursery for 
at least two and possibly three years, so 
take time and prepare the soil thoroughly. 


Watering is important; the ground should 
be thoroughly soaked every three or four 
days until the plants are established in 
their new home. This usually takes about 
two weeks. After that, watering once a 
week is sufficient except in dry weather. 


and made level. Any old boards will do, 
but cypress, redwood or cedar are best. 
For long-term use, treat them with one 
of the wood preservatives. Level the soil 
and firm it tightly along the boards. 


Shading the nursery helps prevent drying 
and wilting of the newly-set plants and 
protects them from winter injury the first 
year. Note how a piece of snow fence is 
rolled over the frame as a shade cover. 
Wash excess paint off fence before use. 


in the bed for several days, or tamp it 
down with the back of your rake if you 
want to plant immediately. Uprights to 
support a shading cover are hammered 
into the ground before planting is begun. 


The completed nursery has a professional 
look. It is 4 feet wide and 8 feet long; 
holds fifty plants. Weeds may be con- 
trolled by shallow cultivation, with a light 
mulch or by treating the soil with a 
herbicide. Fertilize plants each spring. 





Buying plants by mail or at a local nursery 


is one of the great joys of gardening. Here 


Flower Grower offers some suggestions on. . . 


by JOHN R. WHITING 


a question with C. W. Wood, our long-time con- 
tributor of Plants-Out-of-the-Ordinary: “How can 
one be an intelligent garden customer?” 

Mr. Wood’s reply was sharp and a little caustic. “There 
is no easy way to become an intelligent customer of hor- 
ticultural products.” 

Mr. Wood is right; there is no easy way, but there are 
a great many frustrating pitfalls which can be avoided. 
With the help of Mr. Wood, Fred Rockwell, P. J. Mc- 
Kenna, Montague Free, T. H. Everett, Margaret Ohlander, 
Ben Arthur Davis and Helen Hull we have gathered some 
“ideas for good buying.” 

Old Gardener’s Rule #1: In gardening, perhaps more 
than in anything else, first quality makes for happiness. 
For every dollar spent on a plant, you spend hours of work 
and weeks or months of waiting. If you are successful you 
will have many days and perhaps decades of enjoyment. 

A wise old experienced gardener like Mr. Wood knows 
that this doesn’t always mean “higher price, better plant.” 
But you have to be very experienced to tell a real bargain 
from a waste of money. Here are a few pointers on saving 
money while still maintaining quality standards. 

Buy small plants of fine quality from good nurseries and 
grow them to large size yourself. This practice applies 
particularly to trees and shrubs, and while it takes time, 
in many instances it is sound economy. (See page 74.) 
® Buy well-known, high quality varieties that have been 
“in commerce,” as the saying goes, for a long time. Take 
daffodils for instance. The variety KING ALFRED is one of 
the finest yet it was originated years ago. It sells for far 
less than some of the newer varieties, but unless you are a 
collector intent on something very different you can be 
well satisfied with it. Sometimes a new variety will be such 
a great improvement over existing varieties that it is no 
longer practical to consider the older varieties, although 
this rarely happens. Whether you buy old or new, first or 
top quality is of utmost importance. 

Helen Hull says “First quality is an indefinite term of 
many meanings. In general it means stock (or seeds) 
grown under the best prescribed conditions, healthy, free 
of disease or insects and plants of recognized value. This 
does not mean that the variety must be new and expensive. 
One can often get great bargains in beauty for the garden 
by selecting the medal winners of past years, scarce when 
first introduced, but now in full supply and at a fraction 
of their original cost. The chances are that they will still 
be considered as beautiful as when first introduced.” 
© Buy plants, roots, corms and bulbs at the right time. 
Occasionally you can get good bulbs at the end of the 
planting season at reduced prices. More often, you get 
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How to be an 


the left-over, poor quality bulbs that have deteriorated from 
storage in a warm store. (Moral: Better avoid “bargains” 
until you are experienced enough to be a judge of quality.) 
Mail-order nurseries ship material to you at the proper 
planting time for your locality, but they like to receive 
your order early so they can reserve the varieties you want 
and do not have to make substitutions. By ordering in 
advance of the planting season you will discover that you 
will have more time to think about your order than if you 
wait until the rush of gardening activity begins. 

In summary, buying quality plants is always a true 
economy. As you become more and more experienced, you 
begin to learn about plant specialists, (see Old Gardener’s 
Rule #2): the famous iris growers; the seed houses that 
carry on extensive breeding programs to provide a wide 
choice of new and improved annuals, and the nurseries 
that have a large selection of roses and shrubs. 

Old Gardener’s Rule #2: Learn which things to buy in 
which places. This may be what Mr. Wood meant when 
he said “Make yourself a good horticulturist.” It takes ex- 
perience, but here are some pointers to guide you. 

e If you are fortunate enough to live near a good nursery 
(which will probably display the AAN-in-a-circle emblem 
showing it to be a member of the American Association 
of Nurserymen) or a garden center, you can buy a large 
variety of nursery stock and take it home in your car. In 
that case, knowing some of the standards worked out jointly 
by the AAN and the American Standards Association will 
often help you buy intelligently. 

© Do your shopping early in the season (usually before 
you think you should!), and either early in the morning 
or on a rainy Saturday when the crowd stays home. By 
doing this you will find that your nurseryman will have 
more time to answer questions and show you a wide choice 
of plants. If you wait until a sunny Saturday afternoon 
in the middle of April when everyone in town is crowding 
the parking lot, you'll have to make most of the decisions 
by yourself. 

Besides offering a good selection of plants, you will find 
garden centers excellent sources for hand and power tools, 
sprays and dusts, plant foods, and other garden equipment. 
The general roadside stand selling fruit, vegetables and 
some nursery stock is likely not to offer top-quality plant 
materials because they have been neglected and not 
properly cared for while on display. It takes an experienced 
nurseryman to know about proper shading, watering, and 
care of living or dormant plants and bulbs. 
© If your nursery doesn’t have a wide selection of new 
lilacs, dwarf fruits, chrysanthemums or whatever else you 
may like (and many times this is the case), then you'll 
find yourself making many purchases by mail. Every 
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Intelligent Customer 


FLOWER GROWER reader is no doubt aware that more kinds 
of plants, more choice of varieties both old and new, can 
be bought by mail than any other way. T. H. Everett says 
“To get a good representation of out-of-the-ordinary items 
in a garden much purchasing must be done by mail. It 
should be encouraged.” The old-fashioned mail-order 
tradition of America is at its liveliest and most colorful in 
the pages of garden catalogs. 

This is as good a place as any to answer a question that 
many beginning gardeners must raise: “What about those 
mail-order gyps that people were talking about last year?” 
Experienced gardeners who have seen the sensational news- 
paper ads, or heard fantastic offers made on some radio 
programs, are only too well aware that a few “promoters” 
rushed into the nursery business with an idea of making 
some quick money. One is now dead, several went to court 
and to jail, and others were forced out of business. The 
newspaper headlines on these events were not as big as the 
headlines on the ads that fooled hundreds of thousands of 
new home-owners—many of them intelligent people who 
had no horticulgural experience. 

Probably you weren’t among the victims. (FLOWER 
Grower, like many other reputable publications, refused 
the advertising of the notorious gyps) but you might like 
to know what was behind all the excitement. Here is the 
explanation: 1) Perhaps half of the dishonest advertisers 
bought culls and sub-standard stock (bulbs too small to 
bloom, half dead piants) and literally shipped out inferior 
merchandise, often at higher prices than reliable nurseriés 
charge for top quality plants. 2) Another part of the dis- 
honesty was in coining glamorous names and giving mis- 
leading plant descriptions, with the result, however ironic, 
that many people who had never done so before were 
encouraged to garden. In these cases it was often the ad- 
vertising that was deceptive, and the actual plants offered 
may have been acceptable. 

Helen Hull says to us “The buyer, always looking for 
something for nothing, can’t resist snatching at a ‘bargain.’ 
It is the venal as well as the naive buyer who encourage 
the pitchmen to hawk ‘blue rose,’ the ‘frozen maidens of 
the north’ and ‘thousands of blossoms all summer long.’ 
I don’t know how to protect your readers from this unless 
you tell them it is partly their belief in miracles and partly 
their own greediness which allows them to be taken in.” 

Also: plants are variable things. Customers can kill 
plants more easily than they can ruin an automobile, 
without protest from the plant. More than one nurseryman 
has been unjustly blamed by a customer who was too 
quick to condemn. 
© Clearly write your full name and give your full address, 
spelling out your state’s name. (Always use the same name 


when inquiring about your order or when reordering. If 
you consider for a moment, you can realize that using 
initials one time and full name another is just like having 
two different names!) This may seem like idle advice, 
but every day nurseries receive orders without names, un- 
signed checks and even signed checks with the amount 
blank! Remember that all too often in handwriting Penn. 
looks like Tenn., and that “Millersburg” may be a town in 
fifteen different states! 
© Actually it is best to type or print your name. In any 
event be sure that your i’s, e’s, u’s, m’s, n’s and w’s are 
clearly distinguishable, not just by you but by someone who 
has never seen you or your handwriting. Every letter in a 
name is important for alphabetical filing, and first names 
are just as important as last names. Remember it may not 
be the nurserymen’s fault if your plants never arrive! 
© If you live on an RFD route you have some responsibility 
to check your mail box daily about the time the mail is 
delivered, as a shipper can hardly be responsible for frozen 
shipments when they are left in a mail box for long periods. 
© If substitutions of varieties are acceptable to you, tell 
the nurserymen so, and give your alternate choices. If 
you want no substitutions, for those times when they run 
out of a certain bulb or plant, say so. If you leave the 
substitution choice up to the nurseryman he will select the 
closest possible variety to the one you ordered. 
® Keep records and act on them in the future. Perhaps, 
as happened to Helen Hull, your favorite primrose source 
sent plants out too early one season. If you keep a record 
of this the following year you can specify your planting 
date. 

Keep track of what you order. All too often firms get 
a letter saying “Please send me the same bulbs I ordered 
last year.” Most nurseries do not keep these records—it is 
up to you. 
© Says T. H. Everett: “Have the ground thoroughly and 
properly prepared for planting before the plants arrive if 
this is at all possible. Open packages immediately on 
arrival, check the contents for quantity and condition, and 
then either plant immediately or else heel-in or otherwise 
store the materials properly until planting can be done.” 
® Collect catalogs and other material as part of your 
library of useful gardening information. Set aside a shelf 
or a file drawer for these fascinating guideposts that most 
veteran gardeners learn to love. A charge is made for some 
catalogs; it is usually low compared to the convenience of 
having the information at your fingertips. Helen Hull also 
suggests “Join a garden book club; one thing to have on 
hand is a one-volume encyclopedia of gardening.” 
© If you are beginning to enjoy special plants, join a 
plant society. The iris symposium of the [See Pace 151) 





Here are 13 pages on garden techniques and equipment 
compiled by Flower Grower's William L. Meachem 
with the assistance of I: H. Everett 


Give your plants a break— 


LL GARDENING STARTS WITH PLANTING. It is extremely 
A important that it be done right because the entire 
life of the plant may depend on this single operation. 
Some plants complete their life in one season—annuals and 
vegetables are examples—and new soil can be prepared for 
them every year. On the other hand, lawns, trees, shrubs, 
Toses and perennials are left in the same place for many 
years. The initial planting in this case is extremely im- 
portant as it is impossible to materially change the soil 
beneath a plant while it is growing. Here, then, is how 
you can get your plants off to the start they deserve: 
Lawn Grass. Adequate soil preparation is the founda- 
tion of a good lawn. Given that, grasses grow sturdily and 
withstand dry weather best. Nutrients can be added to ex- 
isting lawns and the pH changed, but only before lawns are 
made can much be done to improve the soil’s physical 
condition. Don’t neglect whatever is needed to insure 
having well-drained earth, thoroughly granulated and con- 
taining generous amounts of decayed organic matter. 
The deeper the topsoil, the better, but turf thrives on less 
than most garden crops—6 inches is enough. Thoroughly 
pulverize this and mix in a 3-inch layer of rotted manure, 
compost, peatmoss or sedge peat. If a test shows a pH less 
than 6.5, mix in ground limestone. Rake into the upper 
3 inches 3 pounds of 5-10-5 fertilizer (or equivalent of 
other analysis) to each 100 square feet. 
Make the soil moderately compact by treading or rolling 
when it is dry enough not to stick to shoes or tools. Rake 
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the surface very fine and even. Choose a calm day and 
distribute the seed evenly. Rake it in lightly and roll or, 
if area is small, firm with tamper or back of spade. 

Annuals need a good start. (As the term is used here 
it includes vegetables as well as flowers that live only one 
season.) They have only a few weeks to grow and mature. 
If they don’t make it they are failures. There is no second 
season for them to retrieve a poor beginning. Annuals are 
set out as started plants like young perennials or are sown 
outdoors—either in seed beds or where they are to remain 
for flowering. 

Prepare the soil 8 inches deep. Mix in organic matter 
(but avoid manure for root vegetables such as carrots, beets 
and parsnips, as it makes them coarse), limestone if the 
soil is too acid, and a 5-10-5 fertilizer (or other complete 
fertilizer in equivalent amounts) at 4 pounds for each 100 
square feet. 

Make the soil surface fine and sow thinly in drills or hills 
or broadcast. Sow hardy kinds as soon as the soil is work- 
able, tender kinds after danger of frost has passed. Thin 
seedlings early to appropriate distances. Keep weeds pulled, 
surface soil shallowly cultivated. 

Because annuals are cleared away each fall you have 
opportunity to spade and improve the soil over a period 
of two or three years. For this reason they are grand for 
new gardens. 

Perennials usually root deeply and remain undisturbed 
for several years. Prepare the earth to a depth of 12 inches. 





The planting operation may very well determine 
the future of your plant. There is a “right way’ * of 
doing it: T: H. Everett tells you what it 1s 


plant them nght! 


If the under soil is markedly poorer than the upper don’t 
bring it to the surface. Loosen it in situ and mix with it 
large amounts of organic matter, some bonemeal and, if 
too acid, ground limestone. If very clayey, the addition of 
gritty, sifted coal cinders (not fine ash) works wonders. 
Improve the topsoil similarly; also add a complete fertilizer. 
Except for bog plants good subsurface drainage is essential. 

Never plant in little holes grubbed between established, 
closely growing perennials, trees and shrubs. When planting 
between other plants, improve the soil deeply and over as 
broad a space as practicable. For new plantings prepare 
the entire bed. Firm the soil somewhat and make holes 
large enough to accommodate roots without crowding. If 
the plants have soil on their roots, as they should have if in 
leaf, retain this. Spread exposed roots in directions of 
natural growth, work good soil between them and make 
firm. Water leafy plants after planting, not dormant ones. 
Set perennials at depths best suited for the individual plant. 

Roses are deep rooters, hungry feeders and likely to re- 
main undisturbed ten to twenty years. You can’t prepare 
soil too well for them. Go down at least 18 inches. Work 
entire bed to this depth for new plantings, and as large a 
space as possible when replacing individual bushes in es- 
tablished beds. Under-drainage must be good; in water- 
logged soil roots rot. 

Roses prefer heavy earth but not raw, sticky impervious 
clay. Replace sandy soil with heavier loam or mix in clay. 
To all soils add large amounts of rotted organic matter— 


cow manure if possible, otherwise compost, sedge peat or 
peatmoss. Be especially generous with this 6 to 12 inches 
beneath surface. Mix through soil coarse bonemeal or 
superphosphate and, unless plenty of manure is added, a 
good application of organic fertilizer such as tankage or 
fish meal. 

Let soil settle. Make holes to accommodate roots without 
crowding. Set bush with graft union at surface. Spread 
roots in directions they grow naturally and fill good soil 
between. Pack firmly. 

Bare root trees and shrubs. Dormant (leafless) trees and 
shrubs are often planted without soil on their roots. Pre- 
pare holes 2 feet deep, at least a foot wider all around 
than root spread. In poor soil make holes even wider. 
Excavate upper foot of soil, placing good topsoil separately 
from poorer under-soil. If second foot of soil is very bad 
remove and replace with good earth, other- [SEE Pace 102] 


Six planting problems are shown in diagram below—lawns, an- 
nuals or vegetables, perennials, roses, bare-root trees and 
shrubs and balled and burlapped trees and shrubs. The lightest 
color indicates soil to be prepared. In the diagram, roots 
which are on the plant at planting time are shown in black. 
Future roots are shown in white. In the case of lawns and 
annuals, planted from seed, all roots will be new, conse- 
quently are shown white. Note saucer around hole for trees 
and shrubs to hold water. Also note mulch on balled plant. 
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The hand tools for planting 


Well, you wouldn’t have much of a garden with- 

out them. Hand tools constitute the backbone of 

all gardening—they always have and always will. Unless 

you are planting and cultivating acres of ground, you 
will use hand tools almost exclusively. 

Where are they used? Your annual border, perennial 
border, rose border, small vegetable garden, coldframe, 
trees, shrubs, foundation planting, even your small lawn 
area will be planted and many times maintained with hand 
tools. In fact, we can say that all gardening starts with 
operations performed with hand tools. So it is extremely 
important to know which ones to use at the proper time 
and how to use them to get the most work done with the 
least effort. 

Let’s start right out at the beginning—with planting. 
We have already pointed out, on the previous pages, how 
important it is to get plants off to the right start; now 
let’s consider how to do it. 

Spading is the term used for turning over a whole bed or 
area. This expression comes from the fact that the spade 
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Spading fork 


in HOW IMPORTANT are hand tools?” 


is usually the tool for the job. In a majority of the cases 
it is, but there are times when the spading fork works best. 
Pushing a spade into stony soil or ground covered with a 
green crop is a tough job. In these cases the spading fork 
is the tool to use. The job of spading is usually finished 
off by raking to remove stones and break up rough clods. 

Still on the subject of planting, we have to consider 
holes for some of the larger plants and, of course, trees 
and shrubs. There are occasions, however, on which the 
entire bed will need to be spaded for large plants. Exam- 
ples of this would be complete rose borders or a founda- 
tion planting which is being put in in its entirety. For trees, 
however, a hole is always needed, as it would be for 
replacements in a foundation planting or shrub or rose 
border. The spade and shovel are the tools used here. Take 
a little extra time and dig the hole to the proper depth and 
diameter, even if the ground is hard and the digging a 
little tough. If the soil is hard for you to dig, think of 
what the plant roots will have to push through if it isn’t 
broken up by you. 

When it comes to tools for cultivating, it would be a safe 
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Hand tools are always important— 


they are the backbone of all gardening activities. 


and cultivating 


bet to say that the average gardener owns more of these 
in a wider variety of shapes and styles than any other 
garden tool. The proper way to use them is sometimes 
quite confusing. 

Take hoes, for instance. We have pictured the standard 
floral hoe, a pointed warren hoe and a scuffle hoe. There 
are many other types, of course. The floral hoe cuts into 
the soil quite deeply. Naturally you wouldn’t want to use 
this hoe on very shallow-rooted crops. The warren hoe 
can get between small plants much easier than the broader- 
bladed hoe. The scuffle hoe, which is pushed back and 
forth just under the surface of the soil, is for very shallow 
cultivating and is best used on plants which have roots 
very close to the surface of the ground. 

Pronged cultivators are also quite varied in shape and 
design. We show two iong-handled pronged cultivators. 
The first is the favorite potato hook, which was originally 
used for hooking mature potatoes out of the ground. It 
is now used more for cultivating, in a chopping manner 
similar to that used with a hoe. The other is a large culti- 
vator with adjustable teeth, similar to those found on 


Floral hoe 


Here are the ones you will need 


tractors. One pulls this type of cultivator through the 
ground while walking backwards. The next hand cultivator 
is the wheel hoe. This has similar tines, often adjustable, 
which are pushed forward with a rocking motion. 

The other hand tools that play important roles in 
planting and cultivating are the ones wiih short handles. 
We show only three as examples. First is the trowel which 
comes in several widths for planting small or large plants. 

The next planting tool is the dibble (or dibber). This 
resembles an old pirate pistol and should be kept out of 
reach of small boys if you intend to keep it. This tool 
provides the holes for seedlings and very small plants. 
It has a metal tip which is easily pushed into the soil. 

Hand cultivators are musts in every tool collection. 
The wire pronged type is most common, but others are 
available. This is the cultivator used in coldframes and for 
close work in the annual and perennial border. True, these 
are “hands-and-knees tools,” but many times this is the only 
way to get weeds out. 

Yes, hand tools are elementary, but shouldn’t be 
ignored.® 
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Here is what a tractor can 


garden tractor was just a grownup’s “toy.” This was 

when you could find a handyman or high-school boy 
eager to spade up a garden, hoe the vegetable patch or mow 
the lawn at a price you could afford. The picture has cer- 
tainly changed. Today, if you can even find anybody 
to do the work you are lucky. Then you have to compete 
with business and pay a comparable scale of wages. In 
many localities this is an impossible situation. Therefore, 
many people have had to get a small tractor and “do it 
themselves.” Now the tractor is recognized as a valuable 
piece of garden equipment—definitely not a toy. 

As soon as these people began operating their tractors 
they discovered some things never before realized. Actu- 
ally the machine is fun to operate and maintain—gone are 
the tinkering days of the Model T when an owner took 
pride in keeping it running in top shape himself. They 
also found that the tractor did an excellent job—compara- 
ble to any job done by hand—in a fraction of the time. 
In fact, a garden tractor has spurred many into doing 
more gardening than they had done previously. 

If we can take a hint from people who already own 
garden tractors, we will select our tractor for the job it is 
to do. This was the advice given by many tractor owners 


N« TOO LONG AGO many people thought that a small 
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who participated in FLoweR Grower’s “Garden Tractor 
Survey” last year (see page 68 of the January issue). 
There are many different types of tractors and each one fits 
into one garden or another. The drawings on this page 
give you a general idea of what these various types look 
like. Of course, there will be differences between models 
made by various manufacturers but, basically, all machines 
fall into a specific type. (See the “Directory of Garden 
Tools” on page 103.) 

The smallest machine available is the small pulling-type 
which is shown at the far left. This tractor is basically a 
cultivating machine—and it does a good job, too. It is 
usually powered by a small engine of 1 to 2 horsepower. 
This may not seem like too much but it is ample for all 
cultivation and for using some attachments. The small 
size and light weight make the machine very easy to handle 
and maneuver, and even the women operate this type 
machine quite easily. But don’t expect this machine to do 
the impossible—it is an inexpensive tractor for light 
work. 

Small rotary tillers are first cousins to the small pulling- 
type. This machine, pictured second from the left, is a 
tiller with revolving tines or hooks, generally mounted in 
front of, or just below, the engine, which dig and chop the 





Garden tractors will do wonders —if you have 


the right machine for the job. William L. Meachem 


do for you... 


soil. The tines revolve in the same direction as wheels 
would and the action of the tines pulls the machine 
forward. There are some which also have propelling 
wheels, but the majority depend on the tines to pull the 
machine. 

This machine is primarily a soil-working tool. The same 
chopping action is used both for preparation and cultivation 
—of course, when preparing the soil the tines are allowed 
to go in deeper than when cultivating. Again, it is a 
small machine, which makes it easy to handle. It usually 
has an engine of 2 to 3 horsepower. 

You may ask, “Is the engine powerful enough to turn and 
chop soil?” It is, if you know what to expect of the 
machine. For instance, in a light sandy soil you may have 
to take care that the machine doesn’t go in too deep. On 
the other hand, a heavy soil may demand two or three 
passes over the ground before it is worked to the depth 
and condition you desire. Also, don’t expect this machine 
to chop up and pulverize a piece of heavy turf with heavy 
matted roots and stems with one pass. On these tough 
jobs you have to take your time. Still it is a lot easier and 
quicker than doing it by hand! 

For real tough jobs of pulverizing soil, you may have to 
step up to the larger rotary tiller, which is the third machine 


tells what you can expect of them 


from the left. This type of machine has a more powerful 
engine, 3 horsepower or more. The tiller is mounted behind 
the engine and it has power in the wheels. The tines, then, 
only chop soil and do not pull the engine. In fact, on some 
large tillers the tines revolve in the opposite direction of 
the wheels to provide better chopping. 

This type of tiller is a workhorse. I have seen heavy 
turf pulverized into a seedbed with one pass. It, too, is 
used for both soil preparation and cultivation. This tiller 
is a fairly large machine and although the newer models 
are a lot easier to handle than some of the earlier ones, 
there are still times when a strong hand is needed when the 
going gets tough. 

The large pulling tractor is comparable to the large tiller. 
It, too, is powered with engines of 3 horsepower and over 
and is designed for heavier work ‘than its little brother. 
With this machine you will be able to tackle larger jobs 
with more ease. One such job is plowing. The plow used 
is a smaller version of the ones used by farmers. It does 
a good job on almost any kind of soil. In fact, there are 
many vegetable farmers who do all their work with tractors 
of this size. 

Plowing isn’t the only thing it does, however. It is also 
a cultivator and can operate many other [SEE Pace 99] 





“But you have such 


envious plaint of. the novice gardener to the old- 

timer. With this, the beginner discounts the fore- 
sight, skill and work that went into developing that “won- 
derful” soil. Chances are it was very poor in the beginning, 
probably no better than the soil the novice now has. 

It’s wonderful indeed to have rich fertile soil, but no 
more so than to play an active, intelligent part in trans- 
forming a piece of comparatively poor ground into a mel- 
low, fertile patch of garden. That is, perhaps, the highest 
gardening achievement. I feel rather sorry for the gardener 
who has always worked rich soil. He has missed the great 
joy of making good soil from poor, of bringing one small 
patch of earth to a condition better than that in which he 
found it. : 

Fortunately, almost any soil can be improved and made 
suitable for gardening—even stubborn, infertile subsoil. 
Know-how and time, plus work and various additives, are 
all that are necessary. Don’t expect to do it with fertilizers, 
chemical soil conditioners and other additives alone. Even 
in this jet age, time and effort are also necessary. 

Good soil must be satisfactory in three ways: chemically 
it must contain adequate amounts of needed nutrients, be 
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of suitable acid-alkaline reaction and free of substances 
toxic to plant growth; physically it should be of such 
Structure that water drains through and air gains ready 
admittance, but not so loose that it does not retain enough 
moisture and nutrients for the plants’ needs; and bio- 
logically it should contain an abundance of favorable bac- 
terial and other helpful soil organisms and a minimum of 
harmful ones such as nematodes. Biological improvement 
naturally follows betterment of chemical and physical 
conditions. 

Fertilizers are easily added. Lack of one or more is the 
least of the gardener’s difficulties. They can be purchased 
in various forms and proportions under numerous trade 
names. On each container is an analysis consisting of three 
numbers. These, in the order given, indicate the per- 
centages of the three most frequently needed nutrients— 
nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash—the fertilizer con- 
tains. They do not indicate the form in which the nitrogen 
is, and that is important. 

Nitrogen is still nitrogen, whether derived from organic 
sources or synthetic sources. Old-time synthetics, however, 
such as urea, nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia, are 
highly soluble and quickly available; therefore, they are 
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soon lost from the soil by leaching and other means even 
though they provide quick results over a short period of 
time. Organic nitrogen is much more slowly available and 
thus fertilizers, such as dried sheep manure, tankage, fish 
meal and cottonseed meal are used for the long pull. Re- 
cently synthetics derived from urea and formaldehyde have 
been developed that release nitrogen slowly. Often the 
best fertilizer to use contains both slow-acting and readily 
available sources of nitrogen. 

Fertilizer is needed by nearly all garden plants. Its exact 
analysis is less important than beginners think. A good 
general fertilizer such as a 5-10-5, 10-6-4, 4-8-4 or the like 
is satisfactory for most purposes, and it’s cheaper to buy a 
substantial amount of one kind than small lots of many. 
For acid-soil plants, such as rhododendrons, azaleas, 
leucothoe, blueberries and heathers, use only acid or neu- 
tral fertilizers, not alkaline ones. 

Fertilizer applications only pay off well when the soil 
is in good physical condition. Nearly always the addition 
of a complete fertilizer (one containing nitrogen, phos- 
phorus and potash) is beneficial when the ground is being 
made ready for planting and, in the case of permanent 
crops such as trees, shrubs, evergreens, lawns and peren- 


Good soil doesn’t just happen. 


You can make excellent soil out of the 


poorest. I’ H. Everett tells you how 


nials, each spring just when new growth begins and, usually, 
again in early fall. These applications may be supplemented 
with one or more shot-in-the-arm treatments of quickly 
available nutrients during the summer growing season. 
Either dry or liquid fertilizers may be used. Remember, 
little and often is better than more widely spaced heavier 
applications. 

The pH factor of particular plants is talked about less 
today than twenty years ago, and for good reason. Most 
plants have a wider range of tolerance than many people 
believed and the vast majority of garden kinds thrive if 
the pH of the soil is between 6 and 7 or even slightly 
above 7. Some tricky acid-soil plants need reactions be- 
tween pH 5 and 6, but they are for specialists. 

Have your soil tested by your county agricultural agent, 
private soil-testing service or do it yourself with one of the 
advertised soil testing kits. 

Excessive acidity can be corrected by applying hydrated 
lime or ground limestone, preferably the latter. Excessive 
alkalinity is more difficult. Best results are had from mix- 
ing acid organic materials, such as peatmoss, in liberal 
amounts. Acid fertilizers such as cottonseed meal also 
help. The addition of sulphur acidifies the [See Pace 108] 
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There should 


be a purpose 


for pruning 


HE URGE TO PRUNE is strong in spring. Like most 

i primal impulses this may be directed into construc- 

tive or destructive channels. All too often the latter 
course prevails. Before you prune be sure that you know 
what you are doing and why. 

It is almost as sensible to allow an untrained person to 
fix your teeth or a non-medical man to operate on your 
body as it is to tackle pruning without at least a rudiment- 
ary knowledge of how plants grow and what their responses 
to each cut are likely to be. Oh, it isn’t quite as bad as 
that; trees and shrubs rarely die from faulty pruning 
(although certain kinds may), and no pain is inflicted. But 
they may be seriously crippled and their ability to flower 
and fruit destroyed or curtailed. They may be changed 
from attractive entities to stylized, unlovely—even ugly— 
specimens. 

There is no one right way of pruning. Techniques must 
be varied according to the kind of plant and what you want 
of it. Let’s consider spring pruning from this latter point 
of view, always bearing in mind that what you would like 
may not be possible with the kind of plant you have. 

When a branch is cut off completely, no further growths 
can come from it. But if a branch is merely shortened, in 
most vases it gives rise to several lateral shoots, the strong 
ones usually springing from near the top of the cut-back 
branch. Whether or not laterals develop sometimes depends 
upon the age of the branch at the point where the cut is 
made. When so many shoots grow that they are crowded 
and receive insufficient light they will be abnormally thin 
and weak and will not flower and fruit well. 

From the above it is plain that when we want more 
shoots we shorten branches; when we want stronger shoots, 
more likely to flower and fruit, we cut out branches com- 
pletely. Often we do both to the same plant, removing 
some branches so that only a reasonable number remain, 
and shortening others to encourage new shoots where 
needed. These facts you must remember when you prune 
with a purpose. 

Purpose: to rehabilitate a deciduous shrub (one which 
loses its leaves in winter), unpruned for years, that flowers 
unsatisfactorily and is a dense, spreading, overgrown 
tangle, crowded with: dead wood and weak shoots. 

Prune before its leaves appear, no matter when it blooms. 
You may sacrifice flowers but only then can you see what 
you are doing and remove prunings without seriously in- 
juring new growth. Be bold. Cut out all dead wood (it is 
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PRUNING, CONTINUED 


brittle, snaps easily; if you scratch its bark no green 
shows underneath; buds on it do not become plump in 
spring as they do on live wood). Next, remove 
completely all very slender, weak, obviously crowded 
shoots. 

Appraise what is left. Retain a framework of 
branches so spaced that after pruning you have the 
skeleton of a well-shaped bush with each framework 
branch and all shoots that will grow from them 
assured of plenty of light and good air circulation. 
The framework branches will probably not all spring 
directly from the ground; some will originate from 
other branches. It is important that they be few in 
number and that there is ample space between them. 

Most may be shortened, because you get stouter 
new shoots from the end of a cut-back branch than 
from one not so treated. Each time you cut back a 
branch conjure a mental image of two, three or more 
shoots arising from the upper part of the cut-back 
stem, because that is what will happen. Make sure 
the branches are sufficiently far apart that the new 
growth can develop without crowding. See that the 
framework retains the basic natural outline of the 
shrub. Don’t stylize it or lose its grace. 

Purpose: to renew a shrub or small tree (evergreen 
or deciduous) that has grown tall and lanky and is, 
perhaps, bare at its bottom. 

You can do this with some kinds, not others. The 
critical point is its ability of producing new branches 
from the base of the trunk or stems. Among kinds 
that do are rhododendrons, hollies, camellias, moun- 
tain-laurel. aucuba, boxwood, oleander, pittosporum, 
evergreen barberries and practically all broad-leaved 
evergreens, lilacs, redbud, crape-myrtle, rose of 
Sharon, deciduous barberries, mock-orange, privet, 
viburnums, tamarix, bush honeysuckle and the ma- 
jority of deciduous shrubs and a few small trees but 
not most large trees, such as oaks, elms and maples. 
Most narrow-leaved evergreens, such as firs, spruces, 
pines and hemlocks, cannot be handled in this way; 
yews are a notable exception. 

Cut off lanky specimens a foot or less above ground 
level before new leaves begin to grow. Fertilize the 
soil and mulch it with peatmoss, compost or similar 
material and make sure that at no time through the 
summer do the cut-backs suffer from drought. By 
fall they will be shapely little specimens and will 
improve each year under reasonable care. One thing 
is important: eliminate whatever caused legginess in 
the first place. If you don’t, the new top will develop 
as the old. Most likely causes of legginess are shade 
or crowding. The removal of neighbor plants may 
be necessary. 

If you can’t bear to cut your specimen down so 
completely at one time, much the same result may 
be had by spreading the work over two or three years 
if it has a number of stems from the ground. To 
accomplish this, shorten half or one-third of the 
stems to within a foot of the ground each spring 
before néw growth begins. In my opinion this is less 
desirable than cutting all down at once. 

Purpose: to maintain deciduous flowering shrubs 
that have sufficient space to develop and are not 
dreadfully overgrown. 

First, consider whether they need pruning beyond 
removing dead wood and occasional straggly or mis- 
placed branches. Some, such as azaleas, star mag- 
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NOW THE MOST THRILLING DEVELOPMENT 


SINCE THE HYBRID TEA ROSE 
BRINGS YOU A GLORIOUS, CAREFREE, LIFETIME ROSE GARDEN! 


STERN’S Magnificent New EVERBLOOMING 


UB-ZERO 


BLOOM TESTED IN ARCTIC ALASKA! 
HARDY AT 35° BELOW! 
GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 


Now a new race of roses i; ready to turn your garden 
into the spectacular show-place of your neighborhood! Ready to bloom this year 
and every year from spring to late fall! So hardy they withstand 15° below without 
protection. In actual Arctic tests grew vigorously, produced beautiful blossoms even after 









8380A. QUEEN O’THE LAKE 




















winter cold of 35° below! Bloom continuously, with rich color and luxuriant foliage, through 
mid-summer heat and drought! Need almost no care. Save costly replacements. Keep your garden 
a riot of color long after others die! 


Amazingly Disease-Resistant — Need Almost No Spraying! 


Almost totally immune to Blackspot and most other rose troubles. Need 
less spraying. Many need none. Just leave them alone — they flourish! 


Truly LIFETIME Roses 


Unlike others which reach their peak the first year, entirely new race 
Stern’s Sub-Zero Roses constantly increase in size resulted from 









and beauty — reach their peak 4th or Sth season— _ cross breeding of 
continue their magnificent display for a lifetime! Vigorous Rosa 
Bushes grow approx. 4 ft., with immense flowers— Wéichuraiana with the modern Hybrid Tea. 


















often more than 100 on a 4-year-old bush! Most Not only is it stronger, more vigorous above ground, 
have lovely dream-rose perfume. Since the size but roots grow deeper and stronger—absorb more nourish- 
increases year after year, plant further apart than ment for extra strength in cold weather—produce super- 
regular hybrid teas. 3 ft. is fine. Development of this hardy, longer-lasting blooms! 


TOP AWARD WINNERS Developed by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell. Won him the Medal for 


Distinguished Service of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden — and the Jane Righter Rose Medal of the Garden Club 
of America. Horticulture has no higher awards! 


10 GLORIOUS SUB-ZERO ROSES GUARANTEED TO BLOOM GO TO 90 DAYS AFTER PLANTING — GUARANTEED 5 YEARS! 
Each $2.25 3 for $6.25 6 for $12.00 Special One-Of-Each Collection (10 plants) $19 


All Prices Postpaid 


-2-------------] SUPPLY LIMITED! MAIL THIS COUPON NOW TO: STERN'S NURSERIES, FIELD G, GENEVA, N. Y. |--------------~ 


8390A. VICTORY 












sede (G 55-1) Special One-Of-Each Collection (10 Sub-Zero Roses, 1 of each listed) @ $19.00 ppd. 


Total Quantity. Check or Money Order enclosed for total price ¢ 
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1 Please send at QUANTITY PRICE QUANTITY PRICE ' 
' the proper plant- (8360A) Cedric Adams — Carries multitudes of (8377A) Pink Princess — Deep toned translucent ' 
' ing time in my large, very double scarlet to carmine flowers. pink. Perfect shape. Very double — up to 5” ' 
' Jee 7 Aristocrat of Rosedom. Deisinnennai wide. Totally immune to Blackspot. $ ' 
! section RO (8364A) Curly Pink—Matchless! Many large two-  ~__........ (8380A) Queen O’ The Lokes—Most spectacular of 5 
: amazing double- toned pink blossoms. Over 50 gracefully recurled all! Glorious velvety red fully double flowers up , 
' guaranteed Ever- petals. Often form bouquet on single stem. Nearly to 5” wide. Nothing more beautiful. $ ; 
- blooming SUB- (8369A) Seen Large double blooms on . eS. " penny — web yar alpen sg comtspeeen ! 
ancien a of red, yellow an ush, dou ow 

: ZERO ROSES straight, firm stems. Red velvet color, velvety pr toeer a, Constantly in inom. pt ct : 
1 I indicate at the sheen. Very vigorous, free blooming. Raat (8387A) Tip-Toes—Riot of glorious red, orange 1 
1 right. Each is ~~ (8370A) Lily Pons— Delightful white rose, pure and pink blossoms. Enjoyable spice-like fra- ' 
1 $2.25 2 for yellow center. Large, graceful flowers of inde- grance. Unique color combination. 1 
i 2. >< scribable delicacy. Abundant, vigorous bloomer. $_........ ~-----------(8390A) Victory—Large, very double clear yellow. U 
‘ SG.27,.8 208 Sa (8375A) Orange Ruffles — Orange-yellow beauty, Lovely fragrance, perfect form. Constantly bloom- ' 
P $12.00, all post- unsurpassed in brilliant, luminous color. Con- ing even through hottest, dryest summers with no ' 
; paid. stant bloom. Totally immune to Blackspot. $ ais fading in color. : 
! ' 
! A 
! ' 
1 ! 
! ' 
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TURN THE PAGE TO SEE STERN’S SENSATIONAL NEW 1956 SUB-ZERO TREE ROSE! 


~Stern's Nurseries e FIELD G, GENEVA, NEW YORK 






| 


FOR 1956- FIRST TIME IN HISTORY EYI 


Never before could you own so much thri 


SENSATIONAL NEW ‘56 


MORE BEAUTIFUL ROSES THAN 

YOU EVER DREAMED POSSIBLE 

NEW! A STRONGER, HARDIER, DOUBLE-BUDDED 
TYPE OF EVERBLOOMING ROSE TREES 


Many will call this the most amazing development 
in gardening history—everblooming lifetime roses that 
not only laugh at cold, survive sub-zero temperatures—_ 
but at the same time grow to eye-level height. At eye- 
level, the magnificent size of the flowers, the radiant 
colors, the rich foliage, the entrancing scent—all give 
you a new dimension of beauty such as you have never 
thrilled to before! You enjoy DOZENS of gorgeous 
huge roses this very spring—all through summer and 
fall—and year after year. 
ONCE IMPOSSIBLE, NOW THEY'RE YOURS! 
It seemed impossible to develop this new race of Sub-Zero 
Roses that live through intense cold and heat—bloom con- 
tinuously spring, summer and fall—are almost totally im- 
mune to disease. Then—the next “miracle”—to develop an 
EYE-LEVEL SPECIES—now it has been done! 


FOUR GORGEOUS SUB-| 


8492A. QUEEN O’ THE LAKES — Spectacular deep, velvety red flowers, up to 5 
inches wide, fully double. An abundant and continual bloomer. 





8493A. TIP-TOES—A riot of Red, Orange and Pink tints combining to pro- 
duce spectacular two-tone flowers in great abundance. Enjoyable spice-like 
fragrance, unique color combination. 








8493A. TIP-TOES 


8492A. QUEEN O’ THE LAKES 


WHERE TO PLANT THESE GARDEN JEWELS 


Wherever you plant these thrilling Sub-Zero Tree Roses you'll 
have a sensational conversation-piece. Plant among other rose 
bushes for glorious rose beauty at fwo levels. For stately mag- 
nificence, line walks and entrance way with Sub-Zero Tree Roses 
3 feet apart. Use as a high background of color among tall- 
growing flowers such as Delphiniums. Directly before a picture 
window, their lush beauty will be enjoyed indoors and outdoors. 
Plant as lawn specimens for radiant color contrast all season 
long. Two glorious tree roses form a picturesque, living gateway 
to your home. 


St ern's Nur S@Pie€S .« speciauists in RARE AND CHOICE TREES, PLANTS AND FLowers FIE 
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§:-LEVEL ROSES THAT LAUGH AT COLD! 


a2//ing, phenomenal, enduring beauty... 


ISUB-ZERO TREE ROSES 


\ 




















NO SPECIAL PROTECTION NEEDED 
THRIVE UNDER TEMPERATURES DOWN TO 15° BELOW ZERO 


; 





DOUBLE-GRAFTED on special winter-hardy, sub-zero 
roots—you get heavy straight trunks 34; feet tall when 
planted. Then, as you watch day by day in thrilled amaze- 
f ment, a large rounded head develops—magnificent roses 
| appear, huge and evenly in the beautiful foliage—glorifying 


your home from June until late fall. 


Each year, the sturdy trunk grows thicker in diameter, not 





| * in height—the dense, bushy head grows larger, handsomer— 

| producing a great umbrella of breathtaking masterpiece 
j | toses—the pride of your home, the envy of your neighbor- 
| hood! No special winter protection needed. GUARANTEED 
GLORY YEAR AFTER YEAR! 





















BE AMONG THE FIRST to own these astounding speci- 
mens—never before available—they'll be the queens of 


your garden, a joy forever! 


ERO TREE VARIETIES 


8496A. CURLY PINK — Many large two-toned pink blossoms form a gorgeous 
bouquet over the whole tree. Nearly immune to Blackspot. Fully double. 





8498A.. VICTORY — Large, yellow, very double, fragrant Roses, constantly 
blooming in ideal form. 











8496A. CURLY PINK 
STERN’S DOUBLE-BUDDED No. 1 EVERBLOOMING TREE ROSES 
Each $10 2 for $17 4 for $30 10 for $60 
Special One-Of-Each Selection (G55-2) 
4 trees — one of each variety listed $30 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM GO TO 90 DAYS AFTER PLANTING — GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 





8498A. VICTORY 


ALL PRICES 
POSTPAID 


ypocccco- EXTREMELY LIMITED SUPPLY — ORDER NOW! ----------~ 
' Stern's Nurseries, Field G, Geneva, New York * 
: Please send at the proper planting time in my section, the thrilling double-guaranteed Ever- 

1 blooming SUB-ZERO TREE ROSES I indicate below. Each is $10, 2 for $17, 4 for $30, 10 for 

i $60, all postpaid. 

' QUANTITY CATALOG NO. VARIETY PRICE 

: ESS 8492A Queen O’ The Lakes $.... si 

‘ siathiindeieaalbacecatal 8493A Tip Toes a ha sa 

aa rea 8496A Curly Pink inde a 

7 REE TIE» F 8498A Victory a 

- Foneapnecesapcanitchsiiil Group No. G 55-2 *‘One-Of-Each’’ Group— 

H 4 different varieties . . . $30 ppd. Dimasbibieiatinnnninn 

: hi ceemiteaiatacneuapioe Total Quantity Check or M.O. Enclosed for total price: bit ite 

D  . , Bis cis cctscnscerescesssnisstiniiet Btnintinencdnaiioal 

' 

CEB ann sicth nttnstetindiinbibigtsitncss tenia 
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| TURN THE PAGE TO SEE STERN'S CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT. LIFETIME SUB-ZERO CLIMBING ROSES! 


NEW! THE CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT IN CLIMBING ROSES! 
ME SUB-ZERO EVERBLOOMING 


_ DEFY WINTER COLD OF 35° BELOW! 
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‘BLOOM - BLOOM - BLOOM ALL SUMMER LONG! : 
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Now a fabulous addition to the new race of Sub-Zero Roses — devel- 
oped by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell. Combines the ever- 
blooming habit of magnificent Sub-Zero Hybrid Roses, with the 
vigor of old-fashioned Climbing Roses! The first truly hardy, truly 
everblooming Climbing Rose! So vigorous they withstand 15° below 
zero with no protection — actually withstand 35° below with light 
protection. Last a lifetime! 

Imagine your garden vividly alive with their colorful, beautiful bloom 
starting in June — and right on through hot, dry summer months 
when other types of everblooming climbing roses fail! Imagine 
Climbing Roses so vigorous they are amazingly resistant to common 
rose diseases such as Blackspot! These are Stern’s new Everblooming 
Lifetime Sub-Zero Pillar Roses — guaranteed for a full 5 years! 


Everblooming Specimen Bush 
Perhaps the most amazing thing about these new Pillar Roses is their 
wonderful adaptability to use as a specimen plant in your yard. 
Planted by themselves they will form a self-supporting, everbloom- 
ing shrub 6 to 8 feet tall that will bloom from June through October 
until heavy frost! This everblooming characteristic is exceedingly 
rare north of the tropics. Two or three Pillar Roses strategically 
planted in your garden could easily become the focal point of your 
entire landscape theme. 
Spotlight Beauty Up to 12 Feet Tall 

Never before have there been such ideal “Accent Points”! Plant 
these Pillar Roses to frame your porch, entrance, garage, or fence 
for a beautiful display of flowers from early Summer to late Fall. 
Plant them as self-supporting specimens in your lawn or shrub border. 
Plant them anywhere you want glorious, brilliant, blooming roses 
all summer long! 
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TWO OUTSTANDING COLORS 
GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS JUNE AND RIGHT UP TILL FROST! 
GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 
8401A. PINK PILLAR ROSE—Large double pink flowers in endless thrilling pro- 
fusion. A real American Beauty pink—most vigorous grower of all. 
8403A. YELLOW PILLAR ROSE — Lovely double yellow flowers like beautiful Tea 
Roses. A 4-year plant produces hundreds of flowers each season. 


Each $4.50 2 for $8.75 4 for $17 6 for $25 
Special Duet Selection (G 55-4) 2 Sub- $8 75 ALL PRICES 
Zero Pillar Roses (1 of each listed) 2 POSTPAID 


8403A. YELLOW PILLAR 
8401A. PINK PILLAR 


Stern 'S Nurseries, FIELD G, GENEVA, N. Y. READ 
ORDER STERN’S SUB-ZERO PILLAR ROSES NOW! THIS 


~-----------RUSH COUPON — SUPPLY LIMITED! ----------~" 
AMAZING 


GUARANTEE 


Please send at proper planting time in my section, the amazing double-guaranteed Ever- 
blooming SUB-ZERO PILLAR ROSES I indicate below. Each is $4.50, 2 for $8.75, 4 for $17.00, 
6 for $25.00, all postpaid. 
QUANTITY CATALOG NO. VARIETY 
8401A Pink Pillar Rose on All Stern’s 
8403A Yellow Pillar Rose super-grade 
Group No. G 55-4 Duet Selection—2 Pillar Roses— selected No. 1 
Sub-Zero Rose Plants 
listed on this and 
preceding 3 pages! 
ALL GUARANTEED TO 


1 of each variety $8.75, ppd. 
BLOOM 60 to 90 DAYS 
After Planting 
ALL GUARANTEED 
FOR 5 YEARS 


Total Quantity I enclose check or M. O. for total price $...............-.-.-000 





PRUNING, CONTINUED 


nolia, viburnums and fothergillas, don’t. Prune 
annually only those that become tangled if this is not 
done. Some kinds, such as forsythia, mock-orange 
and early blooming spireas may need attention every 
two years only. 

Next, determine whether flowers are borne on the 
current season’s growth or older growth. In other 
words, will shoots that originate this spring bear 
flowers in June or later, or are flowers that blossom 
before June borne on branches developed last year 
or earlier? 

Prune shrubs that bloom on current season’s shoots 
before they come into leaf, those that flower on older 
wood immediately after the flowers have passed. The 
former may be cut completely to the ground. A 
framework of permanent branches (or of trunk and 
branches) may be preserved and the stronger shoots 
of the previous year pruned back to about an inch of 
their bases, with the weaker ones removed. Alterna- 
tively, if there is space enough, they may be allowed 
to grow naturally with little or no pruning. Some, 
such as peegee hydrangea and crape-myrtle develop 
into sizable treelike shrubs when left unpruned. 
Among kinds that flower on current season’s shoots 
are abelia, butterfly bush (Buddleia Davidi varieties), 
spireas of the Anthony Waterer type, blue spirea 
(Caryopteris), rose of Sharon, peegee hydrangea, 
chaste tree (Vitex), lespedeza, St. Johnswort (Hy- 
pericum), Tamarix pentandra and crape-myrtle. 

When you prune spring-blooming shrubs after 
flowering, cut out dead wood and thin out remaining 
branches, retaining well-placed ones to emphasize 
natural outline and grace. It is usually possible to 
remove completely a few of the oldest branches so 
that strong, new shoots have opportunity to grow 
and take their places. This practice, continued over 
the years, results in gradual renewal of the frame- 
work. In some cases an old branch may be shortened 
to a point at which a strong, younger side branch 
springs from it. Don’t shear all branches to approxi- 
mately the same length. This crew-cut technique 
results in several weak shoots growing from each cut 
end and a complete loss of naturalness and attrac- 
tiveness. Shrubs to prune after they flower include 
forsythia, deutzia, mock-orange, shrub roses, spring- 
flowering spireas, kerria, beauty-bush, weigela and 
Tamarix parviflora. 

Purpose: to prune, and limit size somewhat, of 
shrubs valued for their attractive berries such as bar- 
berries, cotoneasters, viburnums, snowberry, jetbead, 
winterberry, sweetleaf (symplocos), firethorn, bay- 
berry, sea buckthorn (hippophae), Russian-olive, 
euonymus and holly. 

Go easy. In the great majority of cases do no 
more cutting than absolutely necessary to keep the 
plant shaped a little, to take out dead wood and thin 
crowded shoots obviously too weak to flower and 
fruit well. An exception is the beauty-berry (cal- 
licarpa); if pruned in spring it fruits in fall. 

Purpose: to encourage brightly colored young stems 
to show to advantage in winter, as should be done 
with red-stemmed dogwoods (Cornus alba, C. stoloni: 
fera and C. Baileyi), golden-twig dogwood (C. stoloni- 
fera flaviramea) and _ white-stemmed blackberries 
(Rubus Cockburnianus and R. biflorus). 

Cut all old stems back to ground level before 
leaves appear. Afterwards fertilize. [See PAGE 96] 





Two-handed lopper 


Hedge shears 


Hand pruning saw 


Electric hedge trimmer 


chain saw 


Garden knife 


Hand shears: scissor-cut, top; anvil-type, below 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ 


It pays to 
own the night 
pruning tools 


the previous pages. Pruning can consist of removing 

a small, dead twig or a large branch. Naturally, the 
equipment. used for pruning also varies a great deal. There 
are pruning tools designed for the small as well as large 
branches. To do a good job of pruning, you should have 
the proper equipment to meet the various tasks. 

Starting with the smallest tools and working up, we 
have a knife. Yes, a knife is a pruning tool when you use 
it to nick off a dead twig or spent flower. Some knives 
labeled as “pruning” knives have massive blades alleged 
to cut off good-sized stems. Actually, though, larger 
branches should be cut with shears and only the very 
smallest material left for a knife—then, even a good-sized 
penknife will do. 

Hand shears naturally come next. Shears in themselves 
vary in size for different chores. The smallest is the 
“ladies” size. Even though they have a feminine tag on 
them this doesn’t mean that the men can’t use them too. 
They are useful for thin material, and especially for cutting 
rose blooms. Larger shears can be a handful and will 
take a heavier stem. In fact, you'll find that most of your 
pruning will be done with hand shears. Another member 
of the hand-shears family is a pair which demands the use 
of two hands. These are too large to use with one hand 
but the handles are not long enough to classify them 


Pitre TASKS vary a great deal, as we have seen on 


Tree pruner and saw combination 





as loppers. NaturalJly, they will cut a 
stem larger than the one-handed kinds 
will. 

There are two types of pruning shears 
available. One has a scissor-type cut. 
It has two sharp blades which cross over 
and cut as scissors do. The other 
type is the anvil-cut. On this type there 
is but one sharp blade and this comes 
to rest in a groove made in a section of 
soft metal—the anvil. The cutting ac- 
tion here is similar to that of a knife 
used on a wooden bread board. 

Loppers are used for even larger 
branches. The cutting head—either 
scissor- or anvil-type—is a little larger 
than on the hand shears. In addition, 
it has long handles. By using two hands, 
a great deal of leverage is possible. 

Pruning saws might come next. 
These are similar in appearance to a 
keyhole saw, which you may have in 
your basement shop. Pruning saws 
vary a great deal in size and cutting 
action. Some cut on the back stroke, 
just the reverse of normal saws. Also, 
the teeth are quite large to prevent them 
from clogging. 

Tree pruners are specialty tools. Ac- 
tually, they are small tools at the end 
of a long pole. The purpose, of course, 
is to reach into the tree while standing 
on the ground. The usual combination 
is a pruner—activated by pulling a rope 
or extension grip—and a saw. These 
can be purchased separately or in com- 
bination. 

Hedge trimmers are very important 
pruners to some gardeners. In fact, 
many small gardeners confine all their 
pruning to hedges. The conventional 
hedge shears with long scissor-like 
blades are still the favorite among many. 
They come with various lengths of 
blades, as well as straight or serrated 
(wavy) blades. Both types do an ex- 
cellent job. 

Electric hedge trimmers are almost 
a must for the owner of several hun- 
dred feet of hedge. There are two 
styles: one has a straight blade (such 
as the one illustrated on page 94) and 
the other has a whirling blade resem- 
bling a miniature rotary lawn mower. 
The straight-bladed kinds have teeth 
which move back and forth, just like 
the teeth in a sickle-bar mower. 

Chain saws, once thought to be a 
tool only for the professional forester, 
are finding their way to the home gar- 
deners. Naturally, they do a marvelous 
job of cutting and felling trees. Chain 
saws are big tools, but.there are small 
models now, especially the electric- 
powered ones, which would be ideal for 
the gardener with a woodlot which 
needs thinning out from time to time. 

Pruning tools will last for years, pro- 
vided you give them a little care. Keep 
them sharp—which is necessary for a 
good pruning job—and clean. 

—WILLIAM L, MEACHEM 





Clean roses mean 
healthy roses—more 
beautiful roses. Niag- 
ara Pomo-Green will 
keep your rose garden, 
other flowers and or- 
namentals free from 
blight, mildew, black 
spot, aphids and all 
harmful pests. It’s 
colored leaf-green. An 
all-purpose formula 
for pest control. Easy 
to apply; economical, 
too. 

Ask your dealer for a 
FREE Dust and Spray 
Guide, or write us. 


DUST OR SPRAY 


CONTROLS 
& FUNGUS 
cope 1100 net wr 1s. 
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Niagara GARDEN PRODUCTS 


Niagara Chemical Division 
FOOD MACHINERY & CHEMICAL CORP. 
Middleport, New York 





For more beautiful 
flowers, shrubs and trees 


Send for this 
illustrated book, 


28 pages on 


| HOW 
=<) PRUNE 


Send 10¢ and we'll mail you the book 
promptly 


OR. vu, a famous 


“Snap-Cut” pruner. With 
it is packed a coupon that 
brings you the book with 
our compliments. 

The “Snap-Cut” easily 
cuts %” branches with a 
clean, quick-healing cut. 
It’s a “must” tool for 
every home gardener. 


And you can try the 
“Snap-Cut” before 
you buy. Packed 
with each one at 
your dealer’s is a 
tough hardwood 
stick. Try it. It will 
amaze you. 


At hardware and garden supply stores 
SEYMOUR SMITH 
& SON, INC. 


303 Main St. 
Oakville, Conn. 














COMPRESSION 








John Bean's NEW 1956 CATALOG 
gives you complete facts about sprayers., 
WRITE for CATALOG 1.1141 


John BEAN 


MICH 





How To Prune 


[FRoM PaGE 93] Purpose: to keep 
plants from getting too big yet retain 
a somewhat informal appearance. 

Consider carefully before cutting. 
Not all trees and shrubs can be kept 
small by pruning and still remain attrac- 
tive. There are usually size limits below 
which it is not advisable to attempt to 
keep specimens. If the space is not big 
enough for the shrubs or trees when 
pruned moderately, replace them with 
smaller kinds or make additional room 
by taking out neighbor plants. Butcher- 
ing specimens each year to force them 
to conform to small spaces is poor 
gardening. 

Pruning practices already described 
limit growth and if applied keep plants 
in bounds to some extent. Some plants, 
especially yews, junipers, Japanese holly, 
boxwood and certain other evergreens, 
can be considerably controlled by short- 
ening back the previous year’s growths 
just before new growth begins. 

Purpose: to maintain a hedge or piece 
of topiary (shrub trimmed in a formal, 
fanciful shape) that has reached maxi- 
mum allowable size. 

Shear just before new growth begins, 
cutting back very close to the bases of 
last year’s shoots. 

Purpose: to encourage a young hedge 
to become large, thick and shapely. 

Shear just before new growth begins 
so that the hedge tapers slightly from 
base to top. Make the top square or 
round, preferably the latter. Cut so that 
no more than 6 inches extension in 
width (3 inches each side) and 6 to 12 
inches in height are added in any one 
year. Too rapid extension may result 
in a weak, poorly branched bottom. 

Purpose: to rehabilitate a hedge that 
is too tall, too wide, not dense enough 
or poorly shaped. 

What you can accomplish depends 
upon the kind of hedge. If it is hemlock, 
arborvitae, spruce or other kind that 
does not produce new shoots from old 
branches and trunks when they are cut 
back there is little to do other than 
replant. If the hedge is yew, privet, 
pittosporum, barberry, stephanandra, 
five-leaf aralia (Acanthopanax Sieboldi- 
anus) or other plant that “breaks” freely 
from cut-back old branches, prune as 
severely as you wish before new growth 
begins. Don’t hesitate to be drastic. 

Purpose: to prune large trees. Let a 
professional tree surgeon do it if climb- 
ing or removal of heavy limbs is in- 
volved. Slips or mistakes may be fatal 
or cause serious injury. If you do prune 
don’t leave stubs. When removing siz- 
able branches first cut into the underside 
about 2 feet out from where the final 
cut will be, then saw completely through 
the limb a few inches farther out. Fi- 
nally, remove stump flush with trunk or 
main branch, smooth surface with chisel 
or knife; coat with tree wound paint.® 
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AN’T HARM 
PLANTS 


Flowers and 
Vegetables 


3 WEEKS 
EARLIER! 


Give your favorite peta and vegeta- 
bles an earlier SAFE s HOTKAPS 
provide individual HOTHOUSES for 
seedlings and young plants, give posi- 
tive protection against frost, storms, 
sun, insects. 


Hotkaps 


BIG GARDEN PKG. of 25 only 95c-Setter Free 
ATTENTION COMMERCIAL GROWERS! 
Larger Pkgs. of 100, 250, 1000 


Strong, dark green “‘in- 
visible”’ tapes with wire 

\) reinforcing — ype 
stems, speedily and 
permanently support 
annuals, perennials, 
= shrubs, and veg- 
etables. 


TWIST-EMS” 


B f 100, 

ray Zz 25¢ 8-inch size, 25¢ 
kg. of 50, 

Teinch ioe, 506 tinh size, L5¢ 


Pkg. of 35, 250 ft. contin- 
8-inch size, 10¢ uous roll, $1 
A “Ve. - 











Ideal support for 
SWEET PEAS, 
GARDEN PEAS, 
POLE BEANS, CU- 
CUMBERS, TO- 
MATOES. Hung in 























5 minutes. Doesn't 
ks . rot like string, nor 





burn tendrils like 


yore 65¢ 60. inch x nd, 85¢ ore: $125 


Amazing protection for newly 
planted seeds, berries, tender 
seedlings, fruit trees, etc. Made 

of shining aluminum, FLYING 
DISKS spin and whirl madly 

in all directions—give blinding 
reflections and weird jingling, 
crackling sounds —to scare 

birds and animals away. Easily 

strung across area to be pro- » 
tected—or from branches of “ 
fruit trees and vines. ea 


10 FLYING DISKS with complete tnstroctions, only 2% 


LYING DISK 


*T.M. REG, DEALER or AT HIS STORE 


FLOWER GROWER 











> ene SS 
new easy way 
to kill weeds. 
Place water 


plete instructions 
on each gun. The 
proper measured 
amount of liquid 
willspray the weed. 
Kills dandelions, thistles, 
—_ Te other broad 
My ~- Selective ap- 
plica r keeps weed killer 
) od 5  Ay- and shrubbe ,~ 
ne ng is enough to 
kill hundreds of weeds. 
Weed gun is made of tough 
= lastic and non-corrosive metal. 
ts for years. 


At Your Garden Supply $1.98 
Hardware or Dept. Store 
Or Order Direct from Postpaid 


ESMAY Manufacturing Company 


Dept. 11F Three Rivers, Michigan 
Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited. 


ACTUMUS| 


opt USED AND APPRECIATED BY THOUSANDS 
CTUMUS in sonaiion, on all new plantings, and 
ms ee See plants. la 
00% Na’ aoe Odorless. Write FOREIGN 
-, 283 McKinley Ave., East 
FREE Folder & prices, or send 25¢ or 
trial packet. RESULTS WILL CONVINCE YOU. 





























Se Founded 1876 
Wwe FREE CATALOG in full color. Tells 
how to.make ond plont « aay Low Calif. 
Aa ornia Pestpaid prices for big, vigorous, 
SS flowering winter-hardy Water Lily roots. 
All wales Large selection. Specicl 
Tub Ga 


pool plants $4 
JOHNSON WATER GARDENS, Box 12 Paramount, taut 





Add life to your 
gasoline engine 


by WENDELL M. FAIRBANKS 


LONG ISLAND AGRICULTURAL & TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 


HIs IS A MECHANIZED GARDEN AGE, 
T The garden tractor, power mower, 
chain saw, water pump and 
stand-by generator are all taken as a 
matter of course. Yet, where would 
most of them be without the one-cylin- 
der, air-cooled gasoline engine? Many 
gardeners and homeowners would be 
deprived of much of their pleasure were 
it not for this useful source of power. 
But, gasoline engines can be frus- 
trating and temperamental at times. 
Actually, they are not as bad as we 
sometimes think, but something always 
seems to “go wrong” just when we want 
the engine to be at its best. 

There are a few simple things which 
the engine owner can do to prevent 
many frustrating moments when it fails. 

First, when you bought your tractor 
or mower you received a manual with 
instructions for the care and mainte- 
nance of the engine. If this was lost or 
misplaced, it would be worth your while 
to write the manufacturer and get an- 
other. Study this manual and follow it. 

Daily care of the engine will cer- 
tainly insure longer life for the engine 
and reduce repair bills. Here are a few 
things which should be put on the chore 
list: 

1. Keep the engine clean. Be sure 
to remove any foreign objects from the 
cooling fins as soon as they lodge there. 

2. Use only fresh, clean gasoline. If 
yours is a two-cycle engine, mix gasoline 
and oil precisely according to manufac- 
turer’s directions. Use separate can for 
mixing and shake well before pouring 
fuel in tank. Leaded gasoline and de- 
tergent-type oil are not generally recom- 
mended. 

3. For safety’s sake, don’t pour fuel 
while engine is running or while you 
smoke. Also remove machine from 
lawn area or garden before filling. 

4. Check oil in crankcase of four- 
cycle engine. When working under 
dusty conditions, change oil every day 


NEW clecfréc 


GARDEN TILLER 


See this 
display at your 


Thousands of gardeners get more 
fun out of gardening with a Moe 
Hoe. This electric tiller spades and 
cultivates quickly—is light, easy to 
handle. Is the power source for 
work-saving attachments: trimmer, 
floor polisher, table saw, grinder 
and drill. 


Go in today—See the Moe 
Hoe display. Ask for free 
demonstration. For more 
information write: Moe Hoe, 
2705 S.E. Milwaukie Avenue, 
Portland 2, Oregon. 








WHAT IS A MOE HOE? 


The Moe Hoe is an electric tiller 
that churns the soil 514” wide (10% 
with wide tines) and 6 inches deep. 
Plugs into regular electrical outlet. 
Is light weight, easy to handle, a joy 
to own. Many thousands now in use. 
In addition to being a tiller, the Moe 
Hoe has these attachments that make 
it an all-purpose outdoors or indoors 
power tool: wide tines, rotary trim- 
mer, drill, table saw, bench grinder 
and floor polisher. 


See the Moe Hoe at your garden and 
hardware dealers. Ask to try it yourself. 








MOE )/(/1i() HOE 


an Iron Firen rod 


' 








MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 


Makes Finer, Beautiful, 
Permanent Lawns 





—very little is required. 

5. Check and clean air filter, espe- 
cially if working under dusty conditions. 
6. Be careful when cranking. Dis- Write for Detailed 

engage clutch and don’t jerk iy starter Se. Papers Cntr 

rope—there is danger of shearing key Lawn Grass Development Co. 

which fastens flywheel to crankshaft. Dept. M-116 Vienna. Virginia 
Even with the best daily and seasonal For West Coast & Rocky Mtn. area, write to 


. . . WINMESA FARMS CO., INC. 
care, operation difficulties are bound to 802 W. Avalon Drive. Phoenix, Ariz. 


Solves most lawn probl. Dense 
turf DRIVES OUT CRABGRASS & WEEDS. 
Stays a rich green in hottest, driest weather. 
Requires little or no watering. 


At your local hardware or nursery store 
H. K.PORTER, INC 











Don’t Let Expensive Shrubs 
Wither...Even Die in 


HMeawy 





Valuable plantings can dete i choke 
and die in heavy soil. But why worry? 
A few pennies worth of Terra-Lite 
vermiculite performs a garden mir- 
acle ... loosens, aerates soil... lets 
roots ‘stretch, breathe. Holds water 
in sandy soil, too! Plants thrive... 
turn deep green again! For example, 
an evergreen worth $20.00 can be C 
tected with as little as 10¢ wort 

Terra-Lite vermiculite soil conditioner. 


MUGHO 
PINE 
$7.20 
Terra-Lite 
8¢ 


PFITZER 
JUNIPER 
$4.80 
Terra-Lite 
8¢ 








FREE BOOKLET... tells how one-third 
Terra-Lite mixed with two-thirds soil 
can keep your garden gloriously green. 
As little as $2.35 of Terra-Lite condi- 
tions 200 sq. ft. of soil. 


Terra-Lite 


VERMICULITE 
SOIL CONDITIONER 
Nature’s Own Soil Conditioner 


On Sale At Garden Supply Dealers 


Terra-Lite Division 
Zonolite Company, Dept. FG-36 
135 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, iil. 











develop. A good policy is to look for 
simple exterior troubles first; they are 
more likely to occur than complex, in- 
ternal troubles. Any major repairs or 
rebuilding should be turned over to a 
competent service man. There are some 
simple things that can be done, though, 
which may solve the problem. 

Failure or difficulty in starting can 
be caused by the following: 

® No fuel in tank 

®@ Open vent in gas cap 

® Dirt in fuel line 

© Improper fuel mixture (two-cycle) 

® Spark plug cracked or fouled 

® Throttle stuck closed 

® Choke open or closed - 

® Breaker points worn or out of ad- 

justment 

Magneto wet 

Poor insulation on wires 

Too much air in air cleaner 
Carburetor needle valve or float 
valve 

Missing or skipping of engines could 
be caused by the following: 

© Fouled or cracked spark plug 

® Wrong spark gap 

® Valves warped or burned 

© Weak spark 

© Poor compression 

Overheating of engine could be 
caused by the following: 

Lack of oil 

Dirty engine 
Excessive friction 
Load too heavy 
Racing engine 

Most people are not familiar with the 
operations or functions of the carburetor 
on the two-cycle engine. It is only 
necessary for the operator to know 
which adjustment controls the high- 
speed operation of the engine, and 
which valve controls low-speed opera- 
tion. These two valves are usually 
pointed out in the operator’s instruction 
booklet. All engines are tested at the 
factory and operate satisfactorily when 
shipped. However, it may be possible 
that the purchaser may use the engine at 
a higher altitude than where the engine 
was manufactured, necessitating some 
adjustment. When used in a higher al- 
titude, it is possible that the carburetor 
adjustment would have to be turned to 
increase the richness of the mixture. 

Also, when the engine is used in cool 
weather—early spring or late fall—it 
will be necessary to increase the richness 
of the fuel mixture because the engine 
has been operated during better weather 
at the normal setting. 

As a general precaution with all en- 
gines, loose screws, nuts or other fasten- 
ings should be checked and re-tightened 
as necessary. This includes the mount- 
ing screws which hold the engine to the 
mower or tractor. It is important that 
these be secured at all times or serious 
damage may result to the engine.® 





SAVE YOURSELF 
|AMILE WALK 


every hour you ride 


Ba 





riding tractor 


RIDE while you work. Do more with 
less effort in less time. 

NEW 1956 optional WHEEL STEER- 
ING or patented TILLER. 


NEW 1956 dual-range all-geor 

speed change. 

FOUR basic models, with or without 

electric starting. 

Heavy-duty, field-quality matched im- 

plements. 

The ideal multi-service small tractor 

equipment for the estate owner, gar- 

den enthusiast, former, club or park. 
@ All-season utility. Plow, cultivate, mow, 

haul, plow snow, efc. - 





Send for literature and name of dealer. 
Write Dept. FG 


Manufactured by 


TH BAIRD MACHINE co. 
Builders of 
High Production Machinery Since 1849 


STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 





ORCHID MINIATURE SPECIALS 


HOUSEHOLD FLOURISHING SPACE SAVING 
SMALL PLANTS, FULL SIZED BLOSSOMS. 
MINIATURE CYMBipruMe. and hybrids @ $5 & $7.50 
Color selected @ $10. a > Albida (white), L. majalis, 
L. autumnalis, L. salen L. gouldiana & Dendrobium 
miniatures @ $3.50, any "3/910, collection of any 5/$12.50. 
MINIATURE CATTLEYAS, Miltonias (PANSY OR- 
cer) Ot BONTTUR noeterem. ONCIDIUMS, & 

EPIDENDRUMS, @ $5. 3/$12.50 

UNUSUAL BULBS. NERINE Bowdenii, N. sarniensis. 
Lillium Rothschildiana (climbing lily ) AQUATIC 
PLANTS. APONGETUM CRISPUS, lovely long leaved 
aquatic. NUMPHEA SPELLATA, lovely blue flowered, 
CRYPTOCORYNES. @ $1., 3/$12.50, Lilliums, Catalogue. 


LOUISE ROBERTS 
1763 BEACON ST., BROOKLINE, MASS., USA. 





Rotary Mower is 

. only one of 21 tools 

..-5-HP Gravely Tractor does every lawn, 

garden, field job easier, better! All-gear Drive, 

Power Reverse. New ‘‘Power vs Drudgery’’ 

Booklet FREE! Write today ...and ask about 
the NEW EASY PAY PLAN. 

(Push Button Optional Equipment) 


VELY - 


a 316 DUNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED FOR 34 YEARS 





ng 
pak ool Amasing Sav- 
ings. 

Free Literature Write: 
Eshe!man Co., Dept. M-193 
aoe Light si. 

itimore 2, 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 





Send only $1. for enough to activate up to 
two ge & complene instructions ud 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST" and special 32-page 
booklet, "GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY." 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. W: 5 
BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 8-35 Towson, Md. 


ed 





STRAWBERRIES 

atin 1058 Sesey tells best 
varieties for home and market, 
and how to grow them. Free copy. 


Write 
Pe, Ww. F. ” ALLEN COMPANY 
12. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





All-purpose garden, farm tool. 
Does a diliete, tractor jobs. 
Models and horsepower priced 
for every pocketbook.Complete jj 
range of tools, attach- 
ments—40 in 
all! Includes 
rotary and 
sickle mowers, 
sprayer, snow 
‘anate bulldozer, 
urden carrier, 
all tractor tools. 
See it in action! 
Beats bulkier, 
single-purpose 
machines.Insist 4 
on the original. 
In Canada, too. 
Get Free Folder! 
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Garden Tractors 


[FROM PaGE 83] attachments. Like the 
large tiller, it, too, is a man’s machine. 

The four-wheeled riding tractor is the 
largest for garden use. Actually it is a 
light farm machine but of course not 
nearly as large as the standard farm 
tractor. It has a more powerful engine 
than the large two-wheeled tractors— 
usually 5 to 8 horsepower, which is 
ample to carry the operator and do 
work, too. The riding tractor is very 
easy to operate. In many cases, owners 
of this type of machine say the whole 
family uses it, even the children. But 
you need room to maneuver this type 
tractor; it certainly would be out of 
place on a property that was only 50 by 
100 feet. 

Size of property, then, is the next 
consideration, but by no means the most 
important. In surveying garden tractor 
owners we found that people selected 
the machines for the job they wanted 
done, regardless of the size of property. 
There were actual cases where people 
with property of less than an acre used 
machines of the larger type because they 
wanted to do both plowing and culti- 
vating. In other cases, people with five 
acres or more were perfectly satisfied 
with the smaller machines because they 
had their heavy plowing done for them. 

Even the “city-lot” boys found use for 
a small tractor. These people fell into 
that large “can’t-get-anybody-to-help” 
group. Their tractors are used to get the 
jobs done and still allow them time for 
golf and the beach. 

Tractor attachments are another con- 
sideration. Although most people pur- 
chase tractors for cultivating and plow- 
ing, many also find their additional at- 
tachments very much worthwhile. The 
various mowing attachments rank high 
on the preferred list. These include the 
sickle-bar mower for hay and tall grass, 
as well as the standard lawn mowers— 
rotary and reel-type. These attachments 
are available for almost all garden trac- 
tors. Other attachments available in- 
clude hauling cart, bulldozer blade, 
snow plow, snow blower and lawn edger. 
Again, the size of the machine will 
govern how much work can be expected 
from the attachment. The various mow- 
ing attachments work well on all sizes 
of tractors—and they are even available 
for some of the rctary tillers—because 
very little power is demanded. On the 
other hand, the use of the dozer blade 
may be limited on the smaller machines. 
It will do its share of work, but don’t 
expect it to push the same amount of 
soil as a large machine. 

One problem with attachments is the 
ease, or difficulty, of getting them on 
and off the tractor. Yes, there are com- 
plaints, but mostly on the older models. 
Manufacturers have this problem in 





“Redhead” 


GARDEN CULTIVATOR 


e No outside moving parts 
Safest cultivator made 

e Digs 14” or 21” wide 
Up to 9” deep 

e 2% H.P. 4 cycle Lauson 

e Full tine and wheels 
standard equipment. 

e Light — 68 lbs. 


World’s finest 


cultivator 


See dealer or write 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 


WISCON PRODS. INC. txcine. wis. 


ee cle 
ne now ready 
1956 











low pr! 14-5 


NEW §awi T/[ER 


Easiest to Handle! & New Point of Pull! 
& Full 2 yr. guarantee! 
* Easy adjust to 8” depth! 
*% 3-way handlebars! 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. 





YOU NEVER hove 
to wrestle, tug, lift, 
Push or pull the Jori. 
se eae. coordinoted power 
puts every bit of Jori's horse- 
power (2% or 3.6) to =“, ; 
work for you. Tiling is 
downright easy... 
all you do 

is guide! 

Write for complete 
information 


jeri prooucts, inc. 


2936-T Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn. 








Send for FREE 1956 colored catalog 


OFFERING 1/3 OFF 
On all the latest varieties. 


WELLS GARDENS 
Rialto, Calif. 


TRI-OGEN 


dieldrin Spray 


























10 TIMES FASTER mind and are doing all in their power to 
pS make appropriate design changes to 

THAN RAKE AND HOE! fun-work improve the ease of changing attach- 

yard ments. 

The possible answer may be the new 

' | tractor concept in garden machinery which 
Grow better crops, a =a" ly came into existence several years ago. 
have more fun, Z : This is the power pack. Actually it 
save gardening ; consists of separate machines—tiller, 
tend teins 7 ® WHEE L-HORSE mower, snow blower, etc.—with one 
knife, and 5 culti- Y ‘This amasing little tractor turns yard engine and handle which is transferred 


vator teeth kill 47 > - work into carefree FUN. Just let from one unit to the other. The basic 

weeds, mulch soil, CONS F Wheel-Horse “‘Ride-Away” do the : : : 

make extra-fine (Sz work around your-own place while.you idea is that you only need one engine 
o> 


beds. “Every mee sit oo steer. eissoh Ore jobs in a since it is rare that both a power mower 
A mower th! ; : : 

tooth in every ap. gee and tiller will be used at the same time. 

et lhe gr acy ye a ai Generally, transferring the engine— 

as mowing : garden fete. This versatile ten-woek which weighs about 50 pounds—is rela- 

Tris pevncsneh md porered by « husky 236 28 29 tae tively simple and only involves tighten- 

.) h.p. (or 33% h.p.) engine = mounted ing one or two large thumb screws; no 

you walk, 3 heavy channel steel chassis. Complete for all : 

Write for FREE Folder 3 line of garden tractors from 2 to 8 h.p. Garden Work tools are necessary. This type of ma- 

ROWE MEG. CO. dpi Write for Details ond Nome of Dealer chine is still in its early development and 

1251 Adams St,, Galesburg, lil. Wheel-Horse Products Company much more on it can be expected in 
2643-G Dixieway North, South Bend, Ind. the next few years. 


BUY DIRECT. SAVE! BER Reverse gear is another thing many 


people look for. It is found on some 


Big Discounts on POWERFUL! LOW COST! 0 if types and not on others. We know how 
TILLERS - TRACTORS Light + Rugged + Maneuverable C U N RY important reverse is in operating our 
America’s best tractor value. $ . . . : . 

: More useable power -- pulling. | automobile, and it is sometimes im- 
pushing, driving. 770 Ibs. Pulls 


12”* plow..Gear Drive 8.4 Hp. : portant when running a garden tractor. 
oo ae gene Roller Bearings, { 


speed Trans. Clutch, mee Or the small garden tractors you may 
Dar, "pon line implements. F 


100% satisfaction guaranteed. a never find reverse gear—in fact, you 
COUNTRY SQUIRE TRACTOR CO. e : may only find one speed forward. These 
“P. 0. Box 107-D-3 piel machines are generally light enough to 
wet rn ee be pulled back by hand. The single 
speed forward is also set to do all the 
work the machine is capable of per- 
forming. 

On the larger pulling machines, a 
reverse is usually standard equipment. 
Many also have several speeds forward 
ror power wih Adopabiy foe | forse with diferent atachmens. Re 
great variety of tools while you ride ee . 
in comfort, chine is heavier and larger, too much 
for a man to pull back by hand. 
The New . One manufacturer of a large, rear- 


mounted tiller told me he discontinued 
m putting a reverse on his machine for an 
R | DE os ad és m a t i Cc excellent reason. The revolving tines 
are between the engine and the operator. 
When going forward, the tines are going 
Tra ctor away from the operator; in reverse, the 
tines are coming directly at the operator. 
Better gardening with less When using reverse on any walking 
time and effort is now pos- tractor use extreme care. 
sible; for the new RIDE-c- Clutch assemblies on small garden 
matic is equipped with a ‘ . : 
powerful 3.6 h.p. engine, tractors are relatively simple compared 
automotive type steering to our automobiles. On the smaller ma- 
and the patented Bolens chines it is merely some means of tight- 
Versamatic drive, which lets ening or loosening a belt. This can be 
you change speed or re- troublesome at times. Belts do have a 
verse while in motion and tendency to stretch, but remember: the 
under full load. Many avail- more involved the various parts of the 
able attachments provide machine, the more costly it will become. 
Haga ace ce Gone are the days of the $800 auto- 
Vist ' : . : ile. 


: : ; rading—big jobs and little People also complain that the belt will 
oN . aan oe ce ed ata Wisc. jobs. g—dig sometimes catch even when the machine 


' 
‘ 
1 
' 
New RIDE-a-matic [] _— Rotary Tillers [J ~ is thrown out of gear. This does hap- 
Garden Tractors [] Chain Sows (] ' Write today for full information about pen, so it would be wise, in many in- 

‘ 

' 

' 

1 
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Pioneer manufacturer opens new era 
of better gardening — combines field- 


S| 


ae this epoch-making new tractor. Ask stances, to turn the engine off and be 


peer Sasah Sepee  eeeee safe. It is mandatory to turn the engine 
WATCH FOR NATIONAL BOLENS MONTH | off when cleaning or adjusting the tines 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 














100 FLOWER GROWER 





on a rotary tiller of any size. It takes 
a few seconds more time to start the 
engine again, but what is this little time 
when your hand is at stake? 

Brakes are found on the four-wheeled 
riding tractors but not generally on the 
two-wheeled machines. Unless you are 
using the tractor for hauling on a paved 
road there is little need for brakes. The 
drag of the implement in the soil will 
generally stop the machine when the 
clutch is disengaged or engine stopped. 

Buying a tractor should be considered 
as carefully as buying an automobile or 
large household appliance. Shop around 
and know exactly what you are buying. 
Some tractors are sold only through the 
mail, whereas others are sold through 
garden stores. Still others are only avail- 
able through exclusive dealers. Don’t 
hesitate to ask for a demonstration— 
preferably on your own garden—if you 
are buying in a store or through a 
dealer. Also check on service. Very 
few machines are absolutely perfect 
when they come from the factory and 
some adjustments will be necessary. 

Above all, take care of your machine 
and it, in turn, will take care of your 
garden chores for many years.® 





New Nitrogen 
Plant Food 


@ Something entirely new in garden 
plant foods is being introduced this 
year by the chemical division of 
The Borden Company. The fer- 
tilizer is Borden’s 38, a urea-formal- 
dehyde compound containing 38 per 
cent nitrogen. 

What makes Borden’s 38 unique 
is that it is all synthetic nitrogen. 
The element of nitrogen, the leaf- 
producing nutrient, is generally a 
problem in most soils. Plants use a 
lot of nitrogen, but if too much is 
applied at one time it may burn the 
foliage and roots. Borden’s 38 con- 
tains a high percentage of nitrogen, 
but since it is released to the plant 
gradually over the season—as the 
plant needs it—there is no danger 
of causing any damage. An appli- 
cation of this high-nitrogen fertilizer 
can be applied once a year to satisfy 
the plant’s needs all season. 

Nitrogen is also lost through 
leaching. As rain water percolates 
through the soil, the nitrogen is dis- 
solved and carried away. Borden’s 
38 is a non-soluble nitrogen and 
consequently cannot be washed 
away. The nitrogen only becomes 
available—or soluble—after it has 
been acted upon by bacteria. 

Borden’s 38 is odorless and is 
colored white so that it is easy to 
see where the material has been 
applied. It is recommended for all 
garden plants, especially those which 
are grown for their foliage, such as 
grass, trees and shrubs. This is the 
first of several garden products to be 
marketed by The Borden Company. 
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LAST 
“= GARDEN MARKERS :« ve. 


White Zine §=Galvanized Steel ** “syss,stes' *"" 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


A—12 inch hair pin type 
B—7 inch plant label 
C—10 inch Garden Marker 


We prepay east of the Miss. 
river—10% additional west 


: 100 for $2.80 

100 for $5.00 

F—20 inch Display double, like E..12 for $1.00: 100 for $7.50 
25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 

30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 

100 for $.80; 1000 for $5.00 

TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 


and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, EB, H, and 
26 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. 


Everlasting Label Co, Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 


wattONA pi 00ES 1956 owe opicts" 


Sensational Pre-Season Values 
Biggest Bargain Event in National History 
BARGAIN HUNTER’S SPECIALS here core two spectoculor pre-season, 1956, 


nationally famous rotary mowers offered by one of America’s largest and most 


reputable distributors of gorden equipment. BUY WITH CONFIDENCE! 


: SAVE $70 on 1956 


22” SUPER POWER ROTARY MOWER 
234 WP. BRIGGS & STRATTON or 3 HP. LAUSON 


4 CYCLE ENGINE with recoil starter 
e ALL STEEL CONSTRUCTION 


© Cuts full, clean 22” swath 
@ Automatic governor—no throttle needed 
@ Automatic “split-second” recoil starter 
@ Heavy duty saber steel 21” blade, detachable, 
reversible gives double cutting life 
@ No shimmy—no vibration ; 
@ includes TRIMMING ACTION on both 
sides of mower-cuts razor close to walls 
© Adjustable cutting height from 1” to 3” 
@ Blodes protected by shock proof slip clutch 
@ Tubular steel floating handle 








- 





— 


SAVE $70 on 1956 
19” ROTARY MOWER 
1.6 H.P. BRIGGS & STRATTON 4 CYCLE ENGINE 


e@ ALL STEEL CONSTRUCTION 

@ Cuts full clean 19” swath 

®@ Automatic-action slip-type clutch 

@ Includes TRIMMING ACTION on both sides 
of mower—cuts razor close to walls, bushes 

@ 4 easy-rolling Oilite bearing wheels 

@ Adjustable cutting height from 1” to 3” 

@ Tubular steel floating handle 

@ Heavy duty saber steel 18" blade, detachable, 
reversible gives double cutting life 


FREE —LEAF MULCHER } 


NATIONAL FARM EQUIPMENT CO., inc. 
142 GREENE ST., DEPT.11, NEW YORK 12, N. Y. 
Send me New 1956 22” Super Rotary Power Mower [) 
New 1956 19” Deluxe Rotary Power Mower [) 
with FREE Leaf Mulcher 
Ship now [) Ship about 
PON oi nteciccs 
I acigceerctinreis 
city STATE 
& Enclosed find check [] Money Order [j 
Thousands of satisfied users 1 For $69.50 in full payment [) For $59.50 in full payment 
from coast to coast 0) For $10.00—Balance C.0.D. WE PAY FREIGHT 


BUY NOW ... WHILE LOW PRICE IS IN EFFECT 
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GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
us ditionally teed against all 
mechanical defects for 90 days effective 
April Ist, 1956. 














$] reserves your mower until 
April 1st, or sooner if you like. 
SAVE OVER 50% 
BY ORDERING DIRECT 


———— 














ENGINE 


drives 
a dozen 
tools 


eo] el fet = 


good design 
for good performance 
in lawn and garden 


One sturdy power unit—with the tools you 
need for perfect lawns, productive gardens 
and snow-free sidewalks. Just walk behind 
and steer the 2% h.p. self-propelled George 
unit (with reverse). Tools change in 30 sec. 
without even a wrench. Rotary mower pic- 
tured insures “‘golf course green” lawns. 





Rotary Tiller— 
Tines cut to exact 
depth, break up 
soil to correct uni- 
formity, work in 
fertilizer, leaving a 
perfect seedbed. 





Dump Barrow — 
Sove your bock — 
let husky George 
push your loads. Re- 
lease the lock, 3/2 
cu. ft. bed dumps 
load ovtomatically. 





Riding Sulky— 
Here's the utmost in 
comfort and pleos- 
vre...just ride 
along behind and 
take even the walk- 
ing out of every 
chore. 





More work-saving tools —dozer blade, snow blower, 
sickle bor, disk harrow, cultivator and weeder hoe, 
furrowing plow. 


Write for your dealer's name! 


ec] fe) tc] macy. i) 4, Be gezels. 





Plant Them Right! 


[FRoM PaGeE 79] wise fork it over and 
mix in a 5- or 6-inch layer of manure, 
compost or other decayed organic mat- 
ter. Tread moderately firm. 

Take care the roots do not dry. Trim 
broken ones with a sharp knife. Prune 
branches to compensate for loss of roots, 
to restore balance between roots and top. 

Set plant about an inch deeper than it 
was previously, put good topsoil en- 
riched with organic material and bone- 
meal (or a complete organic type 
fertilizer) between and around roots and 
pack firmly. Leave slight ridge of soil 
around outside of hole to make later 
watering easier. If necessary, secure 
tree to stake or with guy wires. Don’t 
water immediately after planting unless 
soil is definitely dry. 

Balled evergreens, trees and shrubs. 
Evergreens, except very tiny ones, and 
sometimes leaf-losing trees and shrubs, 
are transplanted with roots intact in a 
mass of earth in which they grew. 
Usually the soil ball is tightly wrapped 


in burlap—the specimen is “balled and 
burlapped.” When planting these pre- 
pare the soil to a depth of 2 feet. If 
several are to be set close together make 
ready the whole area, otherwise dig 
holes a foot or more wider all around 
than the sizes of the balls and prepare 
as for bare-rooted specimens. 

Many evergreens prefer acid soil. 
Most have masses of fine roots and bene- 
fit from fine soil containing plenty of 
well decayed organic matter—peatmoss, 
sedge peat, leafmold or thoroughly de- 
cayed manure. Set evergreens no 
deeper, or very slightly deeper, than 
they previously were. 

When the plant is in position remove 
burlap if it is closely woven; leave it if 
of light, open weave. Pack good soil 
firmly around ball. When hole is half 
filled, fill with water and let soak for an 
hour or two before adding remaining 
soil and firming. Finish with a low ridge 
of soil around hole and water thor- 
oughly. Mulch surface with peatmoss 
or compost.® 





Get TOMATOES 
LIKE THESE 


1 4 WEEKS 
EARLIER! 


Get Bigger! Better! Meatier! More 
Luscious Tomatoes! MANY SEEDLESS! 


spray with 
BO, NO-SEED HORMONE 
. the revolutionary, approved Plant Hor- 


OSSONMIS 
mone Spray that Stops Blossom Drop! Makes 


Blossoms Set Fruit! 


Just spray your tomato buds with BLOSSOM-SET 
and you'll get tomatoes WEEKS EARLIER! Yes, 
larger, firmer, gy 2 poem 9 with better 
color, richer flavor, few eeds . . AND 
MANY ARE COMPLETELY SEEDLESS! 


For 11 years, tomato growers all over the coun- 
try, both home growers and commercial growers, 
have used BLOSSOM.SET to get earlier tomatoes 
with outstanding success. It has m success- 
fully tested and approved by the U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, leading 
Universities, Experi- 
ment Stations and by 
many foreign countries. 


AEROSOL 


om-set 
1S EASIER! FASTER! 


Merely push button and—WHOOSH 
—the plants are sprayed—the job is 
done 5 — contains sea- 


cone sup 

a, nee: $9.79 

Aerosol Blossom-set. 

Also Available in Regular 
Liquid Concentrates 


gree size) makes 1 gallon 
ot (for ¥2 to 1 acre) makes 4 gallons 
oz. Agricultural conc. makes 50 gallons. 


-GRASS 


The Chemical Grass Trimmer 
SAVES WORK OF MOWING LAWN EDGES! 


Contains wonder-working Maleic Hydrazide 
(MH-40). Makes Grass Stay Short For Months 
Without Trimming. 

No more hard, back-breaking work of trimming 
lawn edges and other hard-to-mow grass areas 
on hands and knees. Just spray STOP-GRASS 
on grass edges and follow with a single trim- 
ming a week later. THAT'S AiL! 


Treated grass stays short and beautifully 
green for weeks, EVEN MONTHS, without 
further trimming. Professional landscapers 
use STOP-GRASS, too. 


Use STOP-GRASS along 
edges of lawns, near 
sidewalks, driveways, 
curbs, fences, trees, 
flower-beds, lawn orn- 
aments and other hard- 
to-mow places. 
PROVED IN CONNECT- 
ICUT TESTS: Highway 
grass borders sprayed 
with STOP-GRASS re- 
quired only 2 mowings 
all season. Unsprayed 
grass required 15 cut- 
tings. 


40 
1 
8 





Stop Mowing Lawn Edges! 


Spray with STOP-GRASS instead! 
1% oz. (treats 800 ft., 6 in. wide). $1.00 
40z. (treats 2200 ft., 6 in. wide)... 
1 ib. (treats 8800 ft., 6 in. wide), 


Available at all good 
garden supply stores. 
Or order direct from 
us. (No Stamps, No 
C.O.D.’s, please) 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 
1230 E. 63rd St.,—Dept. F 36—Chicago 37, Illinois 
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SAVE YOUR LAWN 


Directory of |», G2, our 
A L£lectro-Hoe 
Garden Tools ty ry 


4 ee ARE MANY types and sizes | ot of garden Kills Lawn Insects . . . Helps 





of garden tractors available to oem set the fen! Self- 
: g—leaves just the fun: he 
home gardeners. Pictured here propelled Electro-Hoe digs, Keep Ants Out of the House! 


: . ds, cultivates in fraction me 
and on the following pages are just a of thant ca dene: eiteos te “Once-Over” treat- 


few. Further information and prices of peat moss, soil conditioners, ment kills destructive 


‘ ' Kill 
these are available from the manufac- | in Rell Geoins o> oan una jon bacteqnuhe, 
turer, whose name and address appears pular 44-inch electric drill. lawn moths, sowbugs 


in each case ew low price! penta th Ppa 
‘ . Just sift gran- 
Also shown are some hand tools and Ask your hardware, auto ules over surface with 


‘“ ” : ° P supply or gardening shop. 
garden “extras” which pertain to soil Or order direct, giving No miningt No 
working and seed starting. Again, in- Goatees SNES SNS Ree 


W. R. BROWN CORP spraying! No drift- 
formation can be obtained from the yon N : ing! Get Lawntrol! ® 
manufacturer. Chicago 35, til. 

’ 


2681 N. Normandy Ave 
ins Miroele 79, 
ent 69) = 


ANOTHER GARDEN-TESTED ANTROL PRODUCT 


FOUNDATION PLANTING 
STEEL and ALUMINUM BUILDINGS 10 Plants: 6 Pfitzer Juniper, 


spreader, blue-green. For sunny 
ene 1 spots. 4 Japanese Yew. upright, 10 for 
Sectional Buildings compact, deep green. Sun or 
ron Aus fearceee shade. All 2 and 3 times trans- 12.95 
planted, 10” to 16”. Strong roots. 


® 
rite for Folder Postpaid at planting time. FREE CATALOG 


JOHN COOPER CO. s0 on “| | COs. 7c 





























SUPER MUSTANG M.-E tiller has 
many improvements: new clutch, drive 
shaft. Made by Bolens Prod. Div., Food 
Mach. & Chem. Corp., Port Washing- 
ton, Wis. 


Cut up to 1 acre an hour « Remove 
Snow « Sweep Up Leaves « Roll 
Lawn e¢ Spread Seed, Fertilizer, 
Etc. « Carry Loam, Stone, Wood*. 
The new Ride-A-Mower does it all for you — 
while you ride. Extremely easy to handle 
—with plenty of power for smooth going ¢ 
roughest terrain. 


, 


The Ride-A-Mower Co., Hannibal, Mo. 
Subsidiary Midwest Mower Corp. Dept. FM 


F 4 E E! Shoese cond tees folder and name 





ELECTRO-HOE is an attachment for Ae 
any “%-inch hand electric drill. It is j) Sbtsip Cart, eptienal blll We ate 
made by W. R. Brown Corp., 2681 N. 
Normandy Avenue, Chicago, Ill. i 


SPSSSSSSHSSOHCSSSS EH SOSSeSESOSESESEOSE 








City. Zone___ State. 








MARCH 1956 
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TOOL DIRECTORY, continued 


New Free 
Garden 


Folder 


tells how ..2= 


to soil-condition for 
lovelier lawns and flowers 


Want to grow a lovelier garden this year 
.. improve the beauty and vitality of 
your favorite flowers? 

Hybro-Tite, with its potash and 19 
trace minerals, is helping gardeners to 
grow finer roses, dahlias, chrysanthe- 
mums, cannas, gladiolas—helps gardens 
retain their color and freshness despite 
the hot weather. 

Try this low-cost, moisture-holding, 
natural rock soil conditioner to give new 
life to your garden. Its trace elements are 
often needed to set free soil nutrients 
which may be “locked in” — unavailable 
for plant growth. Send today for this 
new folder “How to Have Lovelier 
Lawns and Gardens.” 


Address: Box FG-3 
Write = POTASH ROCK COMPANY 
Today 


Sit while you cut 
the grass 


PERMA-NEST plant trays are plastic 
containers, excellent for starting seeds. 
Sold by Growers Supply Co., 501 Lin- 
den Street, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


take if easy 


with MOW Cielo 


Enjoy complete lawn care without 
walking — just ride MOW Cycle. Cut 
grass smoothly with the rotary blades 
safely housed beneath the heavy 
steel floor plate. Or hitch on rear 
attachments and let that sturdy mo- 


OF AMERICA, INC. 
Lithonia, Georgia 
HY BRO.-TITE® 


SOIL CONDITIONER 


*Trademark of Potash Rock Company of America, Inc. 





by oa PEND. 


MARKITS (above) 

combine all the es- 
sentials of good plant 
identification. 


Molded of durable, weather-proof plastic. 

Full 2 square inches hor laontah writing 

surface set at easy-to-read angle. Always 

remains clean. es inches. 

Grey-green co 

Pencil writing. lasts for years, easily erased 

for re-use 

Anchors prevent turning and frost heaving. 
Postpaid— 25 for $1.25 

100 for $4.50 


PERMARKER 


PERMARKERS (right) are durable plas- 
tic labels, 234” x 112” attached firmly to 
sturdy 14” non-corrosive steel supports. 
Easily removed for writing and other 
uses. Labels held at readable angle. 
Always stays clean. Anchor prevents 
turning, and frost heaving. 

Pencil writing lasts for years, but quickly 
erased for re-use. 

Colors, harmonizing grey-green or con- 
spicuous orange. 


Postpaid— 10 for $ 1.40 m4 oe Ky 


pzs'6eo't “on “Vd 


YARDSTER, made by Ariens Co., 
Calumet Street, Brillion, Wis., 
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is a front- 


mounted tiller with power also applied 


to the wheels. 





ROTO-HOE with lawn aerating discs. 
Tractor will also till and cultivate. Roto- 


Hoe & Sprayer Co., Newbury, Ohio. 


tor under the streamlined hood take 
over the labor of sweeping, rolling, 
spiking, seeding, fertilizing and haul- 
ing. Even the most inexperienced 
operators are safe with MOW Cycle. 


All moving parts shielded; controls 
so simple that everyone handles 
them expertly on first try. Entire 
machine soundly engineered, com- 
pletely practical. Thousands put in 
use during past five years. Two new 
models for 1956. Each has 3 hp. 
Clinton engine and recoil starter. 
Cut full 24” swath; speed to 5 mph. 
Seat most comfortable you ever rode 
on. See MOW Cycle at your dealers 


$289.50 


at factory 


MOW Cycle “24” . 


eeeeeeee 


MOW Cycle “Cadet” 
ot factory 
Your dealer adds freight and local taxes. 
Prices slightly higher in the far west. 


Musgrave, Inc., Dept. 5356, Springfield, O. 


Please send free catalog on MOW Cycle 
models and all attachments for same. 


Name 














for $12.25 
Permark Co., 


Room Rng 1 East E i oy Street, 
New York 22, New Y 
104 
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TOOL DIRECTORY, continued 


REDHEAD garden cultivator has no 
outside moving parts. Wheels come as 
standard equipment. Wiscon Prods., 
Inc., 519 Center, Racine, Wis. 


TILLERITE is available either complete 
or as build-it-yourself kit. Red-E Trac- 
tor Co., Richfield, Wis. 


HAND TOOL HANGER that fits al- 
most any garden tool is made by Ray 
Sanders & Co., 133 North Santa Anita 
Avenue, Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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It’s EASY, FAST 
22210 

DUST or SPRAY 
with a 

CHAMPION! 


You can always depend on 
a Champion— quality - built 
since 1915 for perform- 
ance, long life and value. 
Write today for free litera- 
ture on all Champion port- 
oe able sprayers and dusters. 


CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 


Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6517 Heintz Avenue + Detroit 11, Michigan 
Distributorships available — write for details 








en ee 





It’s not too late to register and attend 
the Williamsburg Garden Symposium 





BETTER GARDENS 
MORE BEAUTIFUL LAWNS 
WITH LESS WORK! 


Fine Sa 


prepares seed beds, cultivates gardens, 
renovates lawns, muiches and cleans up 
borders easily. Transforms quickly into rotary 
mower by using Planet Jr. A52T Rotary Attachment. 


SUPER TUFFY 
is sturdy and compact. Its 

1% H.P. unit is geared low 
for utmost power, ease of 


NEW PLANET JR. SUPERIDER 

saves you hours of time, labor, money on upkeep of 
gordens and lawns AND ... you ride as you work. 
Superider spreads seed and fertilizer, handles heavy 
loads and gang mowers with ease—costs 
surprisingly little. Present Super Tuffy owners can 
convert to Superider at low cost. 

PLANET JR. HAND TOOLS 
do every job because there's one for each 
specific * All are expertly etanes 6 = 


Br ec 





Tr ow 


ek / 


Double Wheel Hoe Jiffy Seeder Grass Edger Garden Plow 


~~ 
<a 


Single Wheel Hoe Fertilizer Spreader 











Finest 
in the 
Field 


Write for details today ! 
S.L. ALLEN & CO., Inc. 
3449 N. 5th St., Philadelphia 40, Pa. 





GROW ORGANICALLY 


HOUSEWIVES—HOME OWNERS—ATTENTION! 


NEW—Amazing ORGANIC Soil Rejuvenator 


i 


— Trade Mark — 


HERALDS THE DAWN OF A NEW 
DAY FOR ALL PLANT LOVERS. Re- 
turn your soil to ‘Virgin Fertility’’ 
instantly, and get the thrill of 
REAL ORGANIC GARDENING. 

VITALOAM makes soil RICH and 
VELVETY SOFT. Can't “Burn.’’ Can 
TOUCH BARE ROOTS AND SEEDS. 
Clean “AS THE BREATH OF 
SPRING.” ‘‘The choice of DAINTY 





PRODUCED 
LABORAT 
YEARS OF R 
NOTED SPECIALISTS luce 
OUTSTANDING PLANT SPECIMENS. 
Now available to the public at 
seed or garden stores. 
If your dealer cannot supply, send 
$2.00 for big 70 ounce , post- 
paid. Have healthy DISEAS ’ & IN- 
SECT RESISTANT fruits, flowers, or 
vegetables. Sizes—28 oz., 70 oz., 


BY FAMOUS PLANT 


TOOL DIRECTORY, continued 


POWER SHREDDER made by Kemp 


18 Ib., & 40 Ib. gorgeous 4 color 
WOMEN.” bags. 


Interested dealers, or jobbers, address—Albert D. Pifer, Director of Sales 
Promotion, 133 Wilson, Lancaster Ohio. 


LABORATORIES OF SOIL & PLANT RESEARCH, INC. 
Dept. F-3 Maria Stein, Ohio 


J anc Y Leaf 


Geonames 


jar favorites 
sho ony leaf 





Mfg. Co., Erie, Pa., has wheelbarrow 
handles for easy transportation through- 
out the garden. 





Every Garden Needs 


linyliller 


* Till ALL ELECTRIC 
* Cultivate Weighs Only 
* Mulch 5 Lbs. 








Guaranteed 


* Trim 
* Cut Tall Weeds with 


L. M. BROOKS CO. 
129 South 206th Street Seattle 88, Washington 
FREE LITERATURE 


paid, safe arrival 


& for $3 


50 for $20 


GRAVELY tractors have a multitude of 
attachments, including chain saw. Ma- 
chine sold only through authorized 
Gravely dealers. Gravely Tractors, Inc., 
Dunbar, West Virginia. 





@ automatic e 


POWER TILL 


$ Tills Automatically cee youp 
Works ALL SOILS! DEALER 
OR WRITE 


Width: 24” to 7” 
NIV 


Berkeley, Calif. 


WILSON BROS. 
ROTOTILLER 
OWNERS 











UNIVATOR, inc., 2031-47 Center St., 





Valuable Information FREE 


Write the Factory 
Today 
Catalog, 


Technical 
available 


BEAVER tractor features 6 horsepower 
engine and many attachments. It is a 
product of the Baird Machine Co., 
Stratford, Conn. 


|| CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 


Operating 
Parts . 
Manual. Infor 


mation, 


| Frazer Farm Equipment Corp., Auburn, Ind. 


Dept. 
| PLEASE SEND ME: (Dept. 26) 


() Parts Catalog MY —— 
| C2 Operating Manual 1S MODEL— 
(1 Technical Information 


PAGE two-wheeled pulling-type trac- 
tors are available with either 2% or 
" 3 10/16 horsepower engines. Reverse 
| gear. Clutch on each wheel makes turn- 
ing easy. Manufactured by The Pioneer 
l 


orders 
R M 
FRAZER FA 
EQUIPMENT FCORP. 


weceececencscccccese: oseee 





Mfg. Co., 1900 S. 8ist Street, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 
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“ec™—.| PREVENT WEEDS 
bite Cay fpr 


wih GRAG 221-08: 


TRADE-MARK 


KADET TRACTOR has two forward 
and two reverse speeds, 3 horsepower 
engine. Made by National Farm 
Equip., Co., Inc., 142 Green Street, 
New York 12, N. Y. 


Crac Herbicide-1 does your weeding 
work for you by killing weed seeds as 
they sprout . . . just dissolve it in 
water and apply with a sprinkling can 
or sprayer. 

Look at all the tough places where 
it can do the weeding job for you 


Foundation Plantings 
Perennial Flower Gardens 
Strawberry Beds 

Hedges and Trees 

Patios, Walks, Borders 

In lawns to prevent crabgrass 


A a new So CRAG Herbicide-1 os Crac Herbicide-1 is available now 
Planet Jr. line. Rotary mower attach- in the familiar E all : 4 hard 
ment also available. S. L. Allen Co., 4 oz. can and the ee Sear Str — — 
Philadelphia, Pa. NEW 1 Ib. can —— ware stores. Large size packages for 


commercial growers may be purchased 
FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED at farm supply stores. 


FOLDER ON CRAG HERBICIDE-1, 
USE THIS COUPON: 


Crag” is a registered trade-mark of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 





CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 
Advertising Department 
30-20 Thomson Avenue, Long Island City 1, New York 


Please send me your illustrated folder on CraG Herbicide-1 


MASTER TILLER made by Jari Prod- 
ucts, Minneapolis 8, Minn., features new 
design which gives greater traction and 
pulling power. [See Pace 158] 
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at last! 
spraying is 
easy and fun 


with 5 oats's 
PLE 


/ my-ti- lite 


\\ iInpestRucTIBLE ; 


— SPRAYER,) 


weNTwelent 
NON-CORROSIVE 





Foolproof! ‘islstl 


Spraying spring insects is no longer a 
chore! The B & G Mi-Ti-Lite Garden 
Sprayer gives home gardeners pro- 
fessional quality without high cost or 
complicated equipment! 

The Mi-Ti-Lite Sprayer will not rust, 
crack, or leak—even after years of use! 
It is made of polyethylene plastic . . . 
and weighs only 9 Ibs. when filled to 
its one-gallon capacity. 


Buy it now at your garden supply 
dealer . . . or direct from the B & G 
Company. 


Only iS” da complete 


B&G COMPANY 


Route 611 
PLUMSTEADVILLE © PA. 
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“You Have Wonderful Soil’’ 


[FROM PaGE 85] soil and so does alu- 
minum sulphate. Consult a soil special- 
ist regarding the amounts of these to 
apply to change the soil reaction ap- 
propriately. 

Improving the physical condition 
calls for more skill and work than does 
providing nutrients. It may involve 
draining, adding bulky organic matter, 
lime, gypsum and other correctives, the 
use of synthetic soil conditioners and, 
most surely, turning the earth deeply. 

Before embarking on a program, be- 
come familiar with what’s under the 
surface. In various places dig holes 
a couple of feet deep to check drainage. 
If water lies within 18 inches of the 
surface for several days drainage is 
faulty. This may be because a thin 
layer of impervious clay overlying por- 
ous soil is holding water, in which case 
breaking through it by deep digging, 
deep plowing or dynamiting (let an ex- 
pert do this) will correct the condition. 
More probably, the entire soil below the 
level of the water in the test holes is 
waterlogged. Then the installation of a 
system of agricultural tile drains is 
called for. 

Turning the soil deeply is of immense 
benefit. It brings to the surface new 
soil which is acted upon favorably by 
weathering agents. It permits the in- 
corporation of bulky organic matter with 
the under layers. It loosens heavy soils, 
improves drainage and admits air. Deep 
spading, plowing or tilling are espe- 
cially beneficial on heavy (clayey) soils. 
The best time to turn over clayey soils 
is in the fall. Leave the surface in rough 
clods because alternate freezing and 
thawing has a wonderful, ameliorating 
effect on such soils. Don’t walk on or 
work clays when they are wet. 

Unless your soil is muck, peat or an- 
other type derived largely from plant 
decay it will benefit tremendously if 
you mix in large amounts of decayed 
organic matter. The humus this pro- 
vides benefits clayey soils by keeping 
them loose and granulated; sandy and 
gravelly soils, by holding moisture and 
nutrients. Organic matter becomes food 
for soil organisms and, as it decays, 
supplies nutrients for plants. 

Securing sufficient organic matter is a 
serious problem. Excellent sources are 
animal manure, compost, sedge peat 
(commercial humus), peatmoss and leaf- 
mold. There are additional sources such 
as spent hops from breweries, seaweed 
and well-rotted sawdust. By and large, 
anything that has lived may, after death, 
be converted into humus. A compost 
heap is invaluable. 

Get all the organic matter you can 
and mix it with the soil as deeply as 
possible. In the main, use only well- 
rotted material in spring and summer. 
In fall, half-decayed and even rawer 


material may be incorporated with it. 

Green manuring is an inexpensive 
way of adding humus. It can be done 
whenever land is free of garden plants 
for a few weeks—for instance, after 
vegetable plots and annual beds are 
cleared in fall and before any new gar- 
den is made. “Green manuring,” of 
course, means growing cover crops and 
turning them under as soon as they are 
6 to 8 inches tall. The tops and exten- 
sive roots rot in the soil. For fall sow- 
ing, winter rye is excellent. Summer 
green manures most suitable for gardens 
are buckwheat, Italian rye-grass (this 
makes a first-rate temporary lawn ‘if 
mowed and its roots still add humus 
when it is turned under), cowpeas and 
soybeans. Fertilize each crop; the plants 
take up the nutrients and later return 
them to the soil as they decay. 

Lime is used not only to correct 
acidity but also to improve texture of 
clayey soils. This it does most effec- 
tively. Use ground limestone or hy- 
drated lime in amounts that will not 
cause the soil to become too alkaline 
(a soil test will determine this). Since 
lime leaches out, applications every two 
or three years are likely to be needed. 
Lime helps also by providing calcium 
and releasing other plant foods stored 
in the soil in forms unavailable to 
plants. Where clayey soils need im- 
proving and you do not want to make 
them more alkaline, use gypsum (cal- 
cium sulphate) instead of lime (calcium 
carbonate). 

Permanent texture improvement of 
clayey soil will also result from mixing 
in fine coal cinders (not dusty ash 
but gritty particles) in proportions up to 
one third by bulk. Coarse sand is 
sometimes used, but better try this in a 
small way first; with some clays, sand in 
the right proportions forms a kind of 
concrete which is worse than the origi- 
nal clay. 

Synthetic soil conditioners may pre- 
serve for several years the improved 
structure of a clayey soil brought about 
by spading, adding organic matter and 
other means. Results reported by gar- 
deners following the use of soil condition- 
ers vary widely. Try them in a limited 
area first and then be guided by the 
results. 

A limited application of the practices 
outlined will bring some improvement 
but for the best results they must be 
persisted in and some, such as deep 
turning over, adding organic matter, 
fertilizer and perhaps lime, must be re- 
peated regularly over a fairly long 
period to really do. a first-class job. 
With a poor-to-fair soil to begin with, 
very noticeable gain will be made in 
a year. A very poor soil may be made 
quite good in two years, and within 
three or four it can be made so excellent 
that again you will hear: “But you have 
such wonderful soil.”® 
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JOHN J. SIMPKINS presents a picture story on 
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Vogues in African-violets 


bit different from those of their friends and neigh- 

bors, African-violets provide a splendid opportunity 
as there are countless varieties from which to choose. 
New and enticing ones appear in specialists’ catalogs each 
year so that the hobby of collecting need never become 
static. 

Several of the larger commercial African-violet growers 
try to maintain an inventory of around one hundred varie- 
ties. Each grower’s stock, however, is constantly changing 
as newer and better varieties take the place of older ones. 
It would be impossible to determine just how many different 
African-violets there are, but the number probably runs 
into the thousands. 

You may wish to select your varieties on the basis of 
flower color. Violet and purple shades are perhaps the 
most popular, but they are greatly enhanced by lighter- 
colored blossoms nearby. There are blues, pinks and whites 
in varying shades. Pure red is not an African-violet color 
yet (some names may mislead you), but some of the 
burgundy and other near-red shades are very attractive. 
There are many bicolors, with two easily distinguishable 
colors on the same flower. This second color may appear 
on the petal edge, as a stripe or band, as flecks, or as a 
deeper or lighter color towards the flower center or on 
some of the petals. 

There are doubles in most colors, although there are not 
as many varieties as in the standard five-petal singles. 
Size of flower is another interesting variation, ranging from 
Y% inch to nearly 2 inches. 

One of the most interesting variations and the one least 
recognized by a casual observer is the leaf structure. Here 
the differences are quite marked, and when you become 
familiar with your varieties you will often be able to name 


F* THOSE WHO MAY YEARN TO GROW house plants a 


Key to African-violet Varieties 


. Pink Shocking: Hairy, almost heart-shaped leaves. The 
flowers are a vivid bright pink. 

. Ruffled Beauty: Typical girl type, waxy, crenated leaf. 
Color of flowers is a rich red-purple. 

. Innocence: Unusually beautiful heart-shaped leaves with 
a red back. Flowers are a frosty ivory-white. 

. Star Girl: Girl-type crenated leaf with white and blue flower. 

. America: Supreme- or duPont-type leaf, large and heavy. 
Large blue flowers are outstanding on this variety. 

. Pink Luster: Rather small, light-green leaf, with a light 
green back. Delicate frosted pink flowers. 

- Grand Lady: Spoon-shaped leaf, red back. Purple flower. 

. Navy Bouquet: Large dark leaf, red back. Flowers, a deep 
navy purple. 

. Wine Velvet: Large, waxy leaf. Deep red-purple bloom, 


a variety from leaf characteristics alone. There are those 
with large, heavy-textured leaves which have become 
known as the “supreme” types. Then there is the “girl” 
type leaf typified by the pale green or white marking at 
the base of the leaf. (The word “girl” as used in this case 
has nothing to do with the sex of the plant.) Some leaves 
are quite hairy, others are quite smooth; some are almost 
round, others considerably longer than they are wide. 
There are waxy leaves that reflect brilliantly and some are 
quite dull. A few have curled-up edges which form a per- 
fect “spoon,” while others have leaves that are quite flat; 
some leaves are smooth edged, but others are heavily 
scalloped. 

The coloration of the leaves varies considerably. Some 
have rather light green leaves, and from there hues vary 
all the way to those that are so dark they are nearly black. 
The backs of the leaves also differ. In some plants the 
underside is very pale green, whereas others are almost red. 

Illustrated in color on the opposite page are nine varie- 
ties showing leaf form and flower color. The key and 
diagram below identifies the varieties. The flowers and 
the top side of each variety’s leaf is numbered. The under- 
side of each leaf (unnumbered) can be seen on the opposite 
side of the circle—JoHN J. SIMPKINS 


COLOR PHOTOCRAPH ON OPPOSITE PACE BY JOHN J. SIMPKINS 
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Pink Rosebud has 
completely double 
flowers of a soft rose 
pink. The flowers are 
larger than many of 
the rosebud types. It 
is interesting that this 
double-flowering type 
was known and men- 
tioned in the literature 
as long ago as the 
year 1846. 





PAUL E. CENEREUX 


THOMAS L. HOSMER 


This Madame Margot plant, about a year and one half old, 
is one of the finest of the ivy-type geraniums. It is graceful, 
well suited to use in a hanging basket, with single pink blooms 
and variegated green and white foliage. 


Happy Thought be- 
longs to the col- 
ored or fancy-leaf 
group of gerani- 
ums and is one of 
the tri-colored va- 
rieties. Leaves 
have a large ivory- 
colored center re- 
sembling a butter- 
fly and the edges 
are bright green 
with a faint brown 
zone. The single 
flowers are a bril- 
liant scarlet color, 
with narrow 
rounded petals. 


PAUL E, CENEREUX 
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More than a 
mere geranium! 


by THOMAS L, HOSMER 


F THERE EVER WAS A DIVISION of plants in any family 
] truly mixed up, it most certainly is the pelargonium 

division of the geranium family. The group is gi- 
gantic in numbers, weird in some of the plant and flower 
formations, and exotic in leaf patterns and texture. When 
a large collection is viewed in a garden or a lath house, 
one comes away with the feeling that he has seen some- 
thing out of this world. 

Many of the blooms as well as the plant forms are 
fantastic. They almost defy the powers of a Hollywood 
script writer to describe them. Their make-up and color- 
ings are indefinable. These plants are real collectors’ 
items for their bloom alone, yet many of them, such as 
Pelargonium tetragonum, have weird shapes. The find- 
ing of them alone will taunt any collector. 

Howevet, many of them have a bad habit of going 
dormant just when you want to show them off. Such 
species as P. stapletoni and P. echinatum \ook like some- 
thing the cat dragged in when they are dormant. In that 
state they are far from choice, being just a collection of 
dead-looking sticks that grow out from a central root. 
Each stick seems to be full of a million thorns. When in 
full bloom they merit the name of sweetheart geranium 
because of the little hearts that appear in part of the 
petals. 

P. gibbosum has many of the same characteristics when 
dormant except that it does not have thorns. Its claim to 
distinction is the almost chartreuse color of the flowers. 
It would be difficult to. give a complete list of these exotic 
ones but to start out try P. glaucifolium, P. crithmifolium 
and P. carnosum, Perhaps the easiest of these native 
South African pelargoniums to handle is P. jatrophae- 
folium, the original pheasants-foot. It adapts itself to life 
in a pot very easily, and after you get it established you 
have a plant to enjoy forever. 

The ivy geraniums, in the P. peltatum group, offer 
little that can be classed as collectors’ items, but there 
are three that are definitely in that class. They are worth 
all the effort one has to put forth to get them and grow 
them properly. Sysp1L HoLMEs produces a bloom that is 
identical to a rose both in color and size. It holds its 
bloom in the rosebud form for ten days and then opens 
out flat for another ten days. It is a rather sparse grower 
and for a few years will adapt itself readily to a pot. 

The other two are SuNseT Ivy (L’ELEGANTE) and 
MADAME Marcor (illustrated). These two varieties are 
similar and the names are often confused. 

Perhaps the most unique members of the pelargoniums 
that are worth hunting down are those called poinsettia, 
or cactus-flowered, geraniums. They get this name from 
the twisted flower petals that someone thought looked 















































The Best in House Plants 


BUELL'S 
GLOXINIAS-% 


HYBRID SEEDS 
200 seed pkt. Gloxinia 
Slipper type Gloxinia seed 
African Violet seed 
HYBRID GLOXINIA PLANTS 


1 for $1.00 2 for $1.85 3 for $2.65 
4 for $3.50 6 for $4.95 12 for $9.35 


SPECIAL 2 blooming size $2 


OFFER TUBERS 
ppd. 


#3 2 gts. Gloxinia Soil 
(Add 20¢ per qt. soil postage West of Mississippi) 


ae 8 


ppd. 
(Add 20¢ per qt. soil postage West of Mississippi) 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


#6 2 qts. Gloxinia Soil 


2 plants (in 22” pot) 


MIXED TUBERS 
Small Size 


Large Size 3 for $1.35 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Best of the new and old varieties. 
Guaranteed to arrive in good condi- 
tion. (Plants, leaves and potting soil 
available.) Over 150 true-to-name 
varieties. 











CATALOG FREE 
ON REQUEST 


ALBERT H. BUELL 


Dept. F-63 Eastford, Conn. 














ivY LEAF 


They Really Trail 


Goon 


Popular varieties in- 
clude Red, Pink, and 
White. Shipped Post- 
paid, safe arrival 
guoranteed. 


8 for *3 
50 for $16 
Write For Free Catalog! 
WILSON BROS. 


P.O. Box 48-C Roachdale, Indiana 














best methods. Free copy. Write 
. xb W Ff. ALLEN COMPANY 
12. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





as though it might be a variety of 
poinsettia. (Actually they do look. like 
miniatures of a new poinsettia that has 
recently been developed.) The best in 
this group is a white-flowered variety 
called Noe. It seems to like to live 
in a pot better than the other two 
whites called SILveR STAR and Purr. 
RED PotnseETTIA also likes pot life, but 
so far the varieties with salmon- or 
apricot-colored flowers do not seem to 
adapt to a pot although they grow well 
in the open ground. There are several 
hybridizers in California who have been 
working for some time to improve this 
group. 

Some of the finest and most colorful 
pelargoniums are to be found in the 
group of fancy-leayed geraniums. Per- 
haps the most startling of them is the 
tri-colored Mrs.-Cox. Sensational is a 
mild word in describing its colors. No 
collection of geraniums would be com- 
plete without it. Others in the tri- 
colored group that will intrigue your 
fancy are Miss BURDETTE CouTTs, JANE 
MAXWELL, SKIES OF ITALY, CONTRAST, 
DispLay and Mrs. POLLOCK, to name 
just a few. You can add to these by 
getting some with gold leaves such as 
CRYSTAL PALACE GEM and CLOTH OF 
Gop. The silver-leaved varieties (var- 
iegated white and green) have been 
quite common for several years, but if 
you are starting anew with them try 
ATTRACTION, SILVER S. A. NutTT and 
Mrs. PaRKER. Of the bronze-green 
leaves I suggest RODERICK DHU or 
BRONZE BEAUTY. 

Another group for the collector’s at- 
tention are the carnation-flowered types 
found in P. hortorum. These might in- 
clude JEANNE, SWEET WILLIAM (Ma- 
DAME THIBAUT) and CERISE CARNA- 
TION. 

The scented-leaf geraniums have al- 
ways been a collector’s item but have 
become increasingly popular in recent 
years. Here are a few of the scents that 
are to be found: apple, apricot, almond, 
coconut, cinnamon, spice, ginger, lime, 
mint, pungent peppermint, rose, cam- 
phor-rose, lemon-rose, filbert, orange, 
lemon, gooseberry, strawberry and on 
and on unti! you get all mixed up in 
the combinations of scents. Some of the 
most interesting of the scented-leaf 
geraniums are found in the oak-leaved 
group. (Name refers to the resemblance 
of the leaves to those of the oak tree.) 
They are very attractive and have 
pungent woody scents. Leaves vary 
from very small to the unusually large 
ones of GIANT Oak. Another interest- 
ing scented geranium is known as P. 
tomentosum. It is strongly mint scented 
with large velvety and hairy leaves. 
This can be grown in a hanging basket 
or trained flat on a trellis. 

Two new introductions to the col- 
lector’s world are TWEEDLEDEE and 
TWEEDLEDUM, introduced a year or so 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 


America’s favorite flower in a 
new dress of lovely soft pink 
3 for $2.75 6 for $5.00 
12 for $9.50 . . . postpaid 
Send today for free catalog listing many 


perennial and alpine novelties— 
it pr all ! 


LAMB NURSERIES 











E. 101 Sharp Box F-36 Spokane, Wash. 











FERTO-POTS 





are a pete to pera grower and 
atike by ex: (not prepaid), 
as follows: 
No. 2s 250 — $5.00 Soo — $9.00 
No. 24s 100 — 75 250 — $5.00 
No. 3s 100 — $3.25 250 — $5.75 
NOTE: Parcel post optional, east of Miss., R. only 
oo as follows: No. 2s—$3.00; Ne. 2i/gs 
.65; No. 3s—S4. 
FERTO-POTS have taken the garden world by 
storm. Users highty enthusiastic. Millions sold. 
Order a supply lay and ony a thrilling new 
gardening experience. Address 


FARGO'S 


DEPT. 3 FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 
BEST BUY is the 250 Fm y with much lowe 
and express charges 
ay AS 
until used. 





pac 
indefinitely 
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* THE NEWEST FLAMINGO PINKS and a 
startling deep Yellow with Red-Orange 
beard —— trom DAVE HALL! 

%* Brand new Browns, Apricots and Pastel 
Blends. from DR. KLEINSORGE! 


%* About 50 other new ones from other 
Hybridizers, far and near, including the 
gorgeous Plicata, TAHOLA. 


* Beautiful new Flower Arrangements, in col- 
or-—- and lovely Garden Scenes —- ALL IN 
COLOR! 


SEND 25c¢ FOR AMERICA’S 
FINEST IRIS BOOK 


52 pages, loaded with large colored pictures. 
Almost 100 natural color kodachrome illustra- 
tions, money-saving collections, lists and de- 
scribes over 300 modern varieties. If you are 
planning to plant your first Iris, or if you are a 
seasoned Jris expert, you simply must see and 
own one of these beautiful books. Actually a col- 
lector's item — it cannot be distributed without 


charge: the 25¢ fee may be deducted from your J 


first order. It costs us almost double that amount. 


et OO OOOOH OHOHOHOHHHOOESE 


CI Enclosed is my 25c for which please send me America’s finest Iris catalog listing 
300 modern varieties. The 25c is deductible from my first order... 


Name 


is ~~ 
o> GARDENS 


BOX F, SILVERTON, OREGON 





Street 





City 


State 
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ago by the noted hybridizer, Holmes 
Miller of Los Altos, California. These 
new hybrids were a cross between the 
dwarf pelargonium, BLACK VESUVIUs, 
and the African species, P. acetosum. 
The plants are bushy and their growth is 
upright in spite of their P. acetosum 
parentage which in its native state is a 
vine. The leaves are shiny, dark olive- 
green to blackish-green with darker 
zones, and are oddly lobed and a little 
folded. TWEEDLEDEE has light salmon 
flowers while TWEEDLEDUM has a dark- 
er salmon shade. 

Those of the group known as rose- 
bud geraniums, because the flowers re- 
semble miniature roses, are worthy of 
anyone’s attention, although they may 


be difficult to find. RED RosEBuD and 
SCARLET ROSEBUD are the most striking, 
but the demand for the one called 
APPLE BLOSSOM usually exceeds that 
for all the others. PINK ROSEBUD is an- 
other popular one generally found in 
the trade. 

Another unusual group is that of the 
birds-egg geraniums, although they are 
not nearly as striking as some. At one 
time the French grew many types of 
these plants which get their name from 
the spots of deeper coloring on the 
flower petals. These spots make one 
think of freckles. At the present time 
this type is rather hard to find. Some 
of the best are J. J. KNIGHT, BAUDE- 
LAIRE (SINGLE PINK BiRD’s EGG) and 
CuriosaA (DouBLE PINK BiRD’s Ecc). 

No article on interesting geraniums 
would be complete without mention of 
a few of the miniatures. This new race 
of geraniums is the finest thing in all 
the geranium family, whether you are 
collecting them or using them in patio 
or porch boxes. The best of these is one 
called FAIRYLAND. It is a silver-leaved 
tri-color that beggars description. 
Others are BLACK Vesuvius, which has 
dark purple-green leaves sometimes ap- 
pearing almost black and PicmMy, with 
miniature light-green leaves and a pro- 
fusion of double flowers in brilliant 
scarlet. It would be very hard to grow 
these plants too large for even a small 
window sill, as most of them are less 
than 8 inches high. 

There are hundreds of other fasci- 
nating plants that one could add to a 
collection of the great pelargonium di- 
vision of the geranium family. How- 
ever, if one were to select a single 
variety from each group mentioned, the 
collection would be very interesting and 
well worth the making.® 





NEIGHBOR'S 
FOR YOUR ,ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


How to tell a beg inner 
about flower 


arranging 


by ISABEL ZUCKER 


DETROIT TIMES CARDEN EDITOR 


[Editor’s note: Here is an article the experienced arranger 
can show to her friends who exclaim: “Oh, dear, I wish 
I could understand how to make a flower arrangement!’’] 


doors because you weren’t sure you’d do credit to 

their beauty. Although decorating with flowers can 
be a highly skilled art, simple arrangements are not only 
beautiful but easy to make. There’s no real reason to feel 
shy about beginning. Here are diagrams of basic designs 
and step-by-step instructions to make your garden flowers 
look their best indoors. 

Cut flowers, of course, need water to stay fresh, but 
there’s a little trick to it when you cut them in the garden. 
Take a bucket or pitcher of water (at outdoor temperature) 
with you. Cut the stems on a slant with a sharp knife. 
(Scissors compress the stem cells and are not satisfactory.) 
Then pop each stem directly into the water. When you 
bring them indoors, set them in a cool place away from 
drafts. In about two hours they will have absorbed all the 
water they can use, and you'll be able to make an arrange- 
ment without fear of the flowers wilting. 

A very few flowers, such as snow-on-the-mountain, ori- 
ental poppies and others which have oozing sap need special 
treatment. Sear the stem ends of these with a candle, 
matches or a cigarette lighter and put them in water imme- 
diately after treatment. From then on, you can handle these 
flowers like any others, except for re-searing any stem 
you need to shorten later. 

Meanwhile, you can hunt up a container. If you don’t 
have flower bowls or vases, look in your kitchen for a con- 
tainer. A casserole, bean pot, cup, pitcher, sugar bowl—any- 


P'icors YOU'VE BEEN SHY about arranging flowers in- 














FAN DESIGN has tallest flower in center, others slanting away. 
Rounded blooms at the base hide the holder, unify design. 





J 


“NEEDLEPOINT” or “PINPOINT “ aud “HAIRPIN” TYPE 


HOLDERS help flowers stay where you want them, especially in 
a wide-mouthed container. Above are types you can buy any- 
where. Thin sharp points won't split stems and hold better. 
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// PLUMBER'S / 
x LEAD , 


¥ 
MAKE YOUR OWN HOLDERS from strips of plumber’s lead 


foided and hooked to tall vase. Crumpled chicken wire or a 
potato half punched with holes are good for other containers. 





~~~ 
; 
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COLOR of container and flowers should harmonize or contrast. 
Try combining either opposite or adjacent colors in the wheel. 
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“L” SHAPED DESIGN is a shallow container with tall flowers 
off-center. Round-type blooms broaden the upright, cover base. 
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ALL AMERICA 
ROSE SELECTIONS’ 
NEWEST STANDARD 

OF EXCELLENCE 











Tiffany is beautiful 

from bud through full 
bloom. Deep pink coloring 
shades to golden yellow 
with dark green foliage. 
Stems to 24” in length, 
upright growing habits. 
Tiffany is available at 

all leading nurseries. 


ROSE GROWERS 
HANDBOOK 


Here is a must for home gardeners. 
New ond unusual facts about roses 
straight from the experts. Regional 
information on care and culture in 
your area. PLUS complete buyers’ 
guide to AARS winners. Last yeor's 
book was a sellout. Don't wait. Send 
for your copy today. 


i HOWARDS OF HEMET 
| P.O. Box 1436, Hemet, California 
| Enclosed find 25¢ to cover cost of handling and 


| postage. Please send me a copy of ROSE GROWERS 
HANDBOOK. 




















TRIANGULAR forms can be centered 
or placed to one side of container. 
A long-stemmed vertical and a hori- 
zontal flower make triangle’s sides. 
Shorter ones fill in space between. 





COLORS can be combined in 
pleasing contrasts—light and 
dark shades of the same color 
(palest shown near circle’s 
outer edge, darkest near the 
center), white or black and 
any color, or strongly con- 
trasting tones as red and blue. 





DIAMOND 


OVAL 


Wy ess 


CRESCENT HORIZONTAL 
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Do 


VERTICAL DIAGONAL S- CURVE CIRCULAR 


BASIC DESIGNS of arrangements are simple and numerous. Choose the 
one which best suits the flowers, the container, and the setting. 


FLOWER GROWER 





thing that holds water—will do nicely. 
A plain-colored container will display 
the blooms to better advantage. How- 


ever, patterns and colors in a container | 


are all right if they do not outshine the 
flowers. 

Some containers are easy to fill. Any 
pretty glass bottle with a narrow neck, 
for example, will look attractive with a 
spray of morning glories pointing up to 
the left and another spray of the same 
vine trailing downward to the right. To 
complete the picture, you can tuck in 
two or three petunias or any other 
round-shaped, delicate flowers (even 
the same morning glories) where the 
two pieces of vine meet. This last little 
touch partly hides the edge of the bottle 
and makes the flowers and container 
become a complete unit. 

The wider the mouth or opening of 
any container, the more trouble you are 
likely to have in getting your flowers to 
stay put. To help you keep them where 
you want them, there are innumerable 
types of holders you can buy. 

Or you can make your own holders. 
A piece of chicken wire crumpled in 
the hand and stuffed into a container 
works quite well. Half of a potato also 
makes a good holder. Poke holes into 
it wherever you want them, using an ice 
pick, and insert the flower stems! 

Strips of plumber’s lead, folded as 
shown in the second diagram, are ex- 
cellent for holding flowers in a tall con- 
tainer. The lead strips and chicken 
wire hold themselves in place. Other 
holders will slide about, so must be held 
to the container. This is easy. Press a 
wad of children’s modeling clay or flor- 
ist’s clay onto the dry surface of the 
container. Then press the holder onto 
the clay. Once it is firmly stuck, add 
water, then the flowers. You may need 
several holders in one container for a 
large flower piece. 

As you select a container and the 
flowers for it, consider where you will 
place the finished arrangement. If it’s 
to be on a large table or piano, you'll 
need a large container and good sized 
blooms such as asters, zinnias or mari- 
golds. A very stable and steady con- 
tainer should be used on a coffee table 
and it should not be too large for the 
table. A low container is usually best 
for the dining room table, or else one 
tall enough so that the flowers are above 
eye-level. 

There should be some relationship 
between flower groupings if more than 
one is used in the same room. Either 
select containers of the same material, 
containers of the same color, or use 
similar plant material in each. 

The texture of the flowers is also im- 
portant when selecting a container for 
them. Delicate flowers such as colum- 
bines or sweet peas practically cry for 
a delicate glass container. Coarser, 


heavier blooms like sunflowers or 
MARCH 1956 
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40 PLANTS, 
= FRAGRANT HARDY ¢ 


CARNATION” 


PLANTS 


RED-WHITE-PINK 

EASY TO GROW 
Plant these now and 
pick blooms 5” around 
from your garden next 
June. Postpaid; ready 
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$3 value for $2. 





For $2 with this ad, 25 Giant Flowered Pansy t 


200 sEEDS $492-00 
HARDY SWISS GIANT @ 


PANSY 


PLANTS 


SOME IN BUD 
AND BLOOM 


RAINBOW C 
EASY TO GROW 
Siem early this orcing 

and pick pansies 5 in 

Soden, Peneeetistenlt 

y 

now. Cultural direc- 
tions free. 





plants, 15 Fragrant Carnation Plants, AND 200 New Dwarf Red Coxcomb seeds. A good 


ROCKNOLL NURSERY Dept. 15 





Morrow, Ohio 





It’s not too late to register and attend 


The Williamsburg Garden Symposium 
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FAMOUS FERTABS ARE HERE! 


England’s Own Original “Balanced Formula” 
Plant Food containing Vitamin B, in 
Convenient Tablet Form 


AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE U.S. 
Use FAMOUS FERTABS to achieve for 


your “indoor gardening” all year the 
MATCHLESSLY THRIVING Gewese & BEAUTY 


for which English 
cin acu 
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SUCCESS in England is assurance beyond 
doubt that here . . . at last .. . in FAMOUS 
FERTABS is the answer to health and 
beauty for AFRICAN VIOLETS, GLOX- 
INIA, PHILODENDRON and like plants 
wherever you grow them this Winter and 
Spring . . . in the home, in 

cold frames. 


No special care or preparation 
required to use Famous Fertabs! 


Use FERTABS in these convenient ways... 


FOR ALL POTTED PLANTS. Piace one FERTAB 
monthly just below the surface of the soil. 


FOR BULBS. Place two FERTABS in the soil 
two inches from the bulb when planting. 


| FAMOUS FURTARS any te stictnes diseet 
from the sole accredited U. S. supplier . . + 


AS FERTAB WATER. Crust two FertABS ff 
and dissolve in one quart of lukewarm water. 
Many plant lovers prefer to fertilize their i 
plants when watering. FERTAB WATER, 
the perfect balanced formula, used regularly, i 


feeds and waters your plants in one operation, 


SEND $1.00 ONLY! You will receive by re- 
turn mail post-paid 100 


in convenient . . . non-breakable . . . plastic_ 
tube. Full incteuctions enclosed with handy 
re-order form should your needs be greater 
than average. 


roel 


FG-3 4 


Please packages | 
j of 100 TERTABS. (Enclose $1.00 
for each package ordered.) | 


FERTABS, P. 0. Box 25, 
i Columbus, Nebraska 


Name. 5 


i Address. sili i 








City. State. 





a sams striae in sine npam ence men sin tem call 
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1eS 
FROM OUR OWN NURSERIT, 


We Invite You to Send Today For 
Our FREE 1956 Spring Catalog 
This Latest Edition Lists All of Our Newest 


Creations and Finest Standard Varieties of 


deJAGER SUPERB QUALITY BULBS 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES, BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS 
and many Other Varieties of Bulbs and Tubers 


deJager Bulbs are Known the World Over For Their High Pro- 
ductivity and Beautiful Blooms. Our Nurseries in Heiloo, Holland 
Were Established Nearly 90 Years Ago and are Still Operated by 
the deJager Family. 


You will be pleasantly surprised when you see the beauty of your 
deJager- bulb planting. Because we grow and market our own 
bulbs exclusively we are able to offer our superb quality varieties 
at prices no higher than ordinary stock. 


We Pay All Postage Costs in the U.S. and Canada. 
Your deJager FREE 1956 Spring Catalog is Waiting. Send today. 
Canadian Address; P. deJager & Sons, Hamilton Rd RR8, London, Ontario 


P le Hilpe 1 Send St. , , 


SOUTH HAMILTON, MASS. 





LEARN THE BRANDS! 


@ The manufacturers’ brand names in the advertisements in FLOWER GROWER 
are the quickest, most accurate method of ordering the exact products you want. 








PLANT SEED with CONFIDENCE 


—NO DAMPING OFF 


Gardeners in England 
use Fertl-Cubes by the 
millions. Now, they are 
available in the U.S.A., 
and there’s nothing can 
surpass them—nothing! 


©000000® 


Plant your seeds in Fertl-Cubes. They root in OR- 
GANIC plant food and always have plenty of nour- 
ishment. Big, healthy root systems develop. You 
transplant cube, root and all without disturbance. 
There’s no wilt, no setback. You get wonderful results. 


SO SIMPLE TO USE 
cine soil in No lost plants due to soil diseases. Nothing left to 
e. 


chance. Clean, odorless. No manure to handle. Ideal 
for planting seed in the house or in the garden. 


START SEEDS INDOORS RIGHT NOW— 
TRANSPLANT LATER WITHOUT SETBACK 


DON’T WAIT. Send $2.00 today for kit of 40 Fertl- 
Cubes, packet of Sphagnum moss, instruction folder. 
Produce 40 big beautiful flower or vegetable plants. 
Realize the joy and satisfaction of growing the finest 
flowers and biggest vegetables in your neighborhood. 
Amaze and delight your friends with your 1956 gar- 
den. With Fertl-Cubes it can be equal to the finest 
in England. Immediate delivery. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Mail Orders Filled Immediate! 
40 FERTL-CUBES, ppd. cast $2 - me 


(Reg. Size Kit) 
FERTL-CUBES — ORDER FROM DEPT. 16 
NEW CANAAN, 


BONNY THINGS sc 





Strong, vig- 
orous roots 


oy right in 
cube. 


DOODODODOOOOODOGQOOQOOODOOOQOOO®OOOOOOO 


®OOOOOO® 


@QOO® 


© 
LQOQHD®DOHOQOHOOOOOOQOOODOO 
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tithonias need a heavy pottery container. 

The color of the flowers should direct 
your choice of color in a container. 
Any flower will look well in a green, 
pale yellow, grey, tan or off-white con- 
tainer. But blooms should be selected 
with care for a Chinese red or turquoise 
blue vase or bowl. 

There are four main ways in which 
you can combine colors: You can use a 
one-color scheme such as a deep blue 
container with long spikes of pale blue 
delphinium and a big bunch of blue 
bachelor buttons. Or you can use 
colors which are opposite each other 
in the color wheel. One possibility is 
to use orange flowers in a blue con- 
tainer or vice versa. Another combina- 
tion is “next-door-neighbor” coloring, 
such as yellow and orange flowers in a 
green container, perhaps sprays of green 
leaves and an accent cluster of blue 
flowers in a yellow container, or any 
two or three or four colors which are 
adjacent in the color wheel. 

The fourth way is to combine colors 
in strong but pleasing contrasts. Red 
and blue, red and white, or black and 
orange are contrasting schemes. You 
can also contrast light and dark shades 
of the same color. These are shown in 
the color wheel on page 116. 

Perhaps all that worries you is actu- 
ally putting the flowers in place in the 
containers. That’s simple too. 

Let’s say you’ve been doodling “L.” 
Any long shallow container will form 
the base or leg of the “L,” while the 
flowers will make the stem or upright. 
(See the sketch on page 115.) Here’s 
how to do it: 

Select a long shallow container (it 
could be a drip pan) and crumple 
chicken wire into it or press a hairpin 
or pinpoint holder on it with clay, plac- 
ing it left of the container’s center. 
Pour water into the container until it 
more than covers the holder. 

From the flowers you cut, select sev- 
eral tall spikes of a flower such as 
snapdragon, stock or larkspur—any tall 
flower will do. Stick the longest stem 
erect into the holder. Now look at it in 
relation to the container. If it is too tall, 
take it out and cut off a bit. 

If it is too short, choose a longer 
flower spike. When you get the height 
just right, add a slightly shorter spike 
close to it but to the left of the one 
already placed. Then add a third still 
shorter flower spike close to the right 
of the tall “skeleton” one. 

For the lower part of the “L” form, 
select buds and blooms of any round- 
type flowers that go well in color with 
your tall blooms—petunias or cosmos, 
for example. Put a few into your holder, 
cutting the stems long enough to extend 
almost to the flower spikes. They will 
broaden the upright of the “L” a bit, 
especially when you add a few more 
shorter, fully open blooms. Where the 


FLOWER GROWER 





flowers meet the container base, at 
angie of the “L,” place five or six open 
flowers close together. Cover up the 
holder at this point on all sides with 
flowers or leaves to hide the foundation. 

Now stand off and look at your 
arrangement. It may be complete or it 
may need a spike or two of blooms 
placed more or less parallel with the 
container base to make it appear 
heavier. If so, place another spike at 
the rear of the holder so it doesn’t spoil 
the massed blooms in front. 

Are you satisfied with your handi- 
work? No? Then check these mistakes. 

1. Do the flowers look “tippy”? 
Either shorten the longest spike or add 
more flowers to the mass at the base 
of the “L.” Perhaps you stuck flowers 
into the holder with each flower tipped 
towards you. In this case, take the tall 
stems out and put them in again— 
straight up this time. If the blooms 
look as though they are tipping over 
sideways, add a few more on the oppo- 
site side or take some away from the 
side that “tips.” 

2. Are the flowers too “regular” 
around the outside edge of the group? 
Snip out a: bit of bloom or a leaf here 
and there. 

3. Do the container and flowers 
seem to separate from each other? This 
calls: for one or two leaves and flowers 
placed low, breaking the line at the 
edge of the container. The container is 
one part of the design, the flowers the 
other part. Both should be one unit. 

4. Does the container seem too large 
for the flowers? Change containers or 
add more blooms. 

5. Do the blooms overwhelm the 
container? Take out a few or select a 
larger container. 

For your next effort, try a different 
type of design—a fan or a triangle. 
Both are easy. To make a fan, place the 
flower spikes like the sticks of a fan, 
the tallest in the center of the container, 
the others to the right and left slanting 
more and more away from the center. 

Place quite a few round-shaped 
flowers together in front of the tall 
stems, smaller flowers above and larger 
or darker-colored ones below. Then 
with some taller stems of the rounded 
flowers, fill in the space between the 
flower spikes and the blooms massed 
below. These fill-in flowers may be buds 
of the rounded ones or a smaller type. 
A small and fluffy flower, such as baby’s 
breath or linaria, is wonderful for fill- 
ing in spaces where you don’t want an 
outstanding flower form. 

For an arrangement in a triangular 
design, place one flower spike in the 
holder with the tip as high as you think 
looks well. This tip will be the top or 
apex of the triangle. 

Of course there are all sorts of tri- 
angles. If you are making one with 
three equal sides in which the center 
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PRIZE WINNING PEONIES 


from the famous BRAND Peony Farms 





paar. PHLOX OUR SELEC- 
TION fine —_. Grown = all 
dimerent . 2 Ag 


your 
color, all labeled “gad wren 
ALL 6 Fors $17 76 oe ve. 





DISTINCTIVE GLADS 25 glorious 
range Bho se sure to please varie- 
ties, re ail coves. beauty 
and dependability, = colors. 

1.50 ppd. 





ARTISTIC SINGLES 
KRINKLED WHITE one of the best of 
all singles. 

-». $3.00 

L’ETINCELANTE a huge bright pink 
margined silver. 

» $1.50 


MELEN es c, beatae eee flower- 
ing, rich crim: 
- $1.50 
PRIDE OF comereat a tail, dainy, 
soft peach pink. 
CATALOG VALUE $8.00 
SPECIAL . . . $5.50 ppd. 


Specials NOT OFFERED IN OUR 
CATALOG. ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS AD! 
COLLECTIONS THAT BLOOM FROM EARLY SPRING TO LATE FALL 





EARLY 
BLOOMING 


RED TRIUMPH— 
fragrant red, fine for 
cutting. 
- $2.00 
EDULIS* SUPERBA 
—Decoration Day 
deep pink. 
- ++ $1.50 
MME. DE VERNE- 
VILLE — pleasing 
white center petals 
flecked with crimson. 
- $1.50 
MONS JULES ELIE 
—huge bomb type 
med. light pink. 
. $1.50 


CATALOG 
VALUE $6.50 
SPECIAL $5.00 ppd. 





LONGFELLOW— 
bright crimson, fine 
show flower. 

~~ $1.50 


MRS. DEAN FUNK 
—medium light pink 
fine for decorative 
work. 

. $2.00 


SUSAN WHITE— 
large pure waxy 


white. 
. $1.50 


SOUV DE LouISs 
BiIGOT—»brilliant rose 


pink. 
- $1.50 


CATALOG 


VALUE $7.00 
SPECIAL $5.00 ppd. 





LATE 
BLOOMING 


PHILIPPE REVOIRE 
—fich velvety deep 
crimson. 

. $3.00 


MYRTLE GENTRY 
—one of the very 
best fragrant light 
pinks. 
. $2.00 
LOREN FRANKLIN 
—pleasing shade of 
deep pink. 
f .. = $3.00 


BARONESS SCH- 
ROEDER—a most ex- 
cellent white. 

+» $1.50 


CATALOG 


VALUE $9.50 
SPECIAL $8.00 ppd. 








JAPANESE VARIETIES 
ALMA light 1 guard petals enclose 
a ball of yellow . $1.50 


LUELLA SHAYLOR ae white 
guard petals enclose dome of 
olsen petals. 

+» $1.50 


PRAIRIE AFIRE soft rose pee pet- 

enclose a ball of fiery red 

+++ $1.50 

RASHOOMON a glowing rose red with 
qgtaminodes edged yellow. 

+ $2.00 


CATALOG VALUE $6. ‘so 
SPECIAL .. . $4.50 ppd. 


FALL BLOOMING ASTERS brighten your flower garden Py 
early fall months when flowers are scarce by plootion a . ney 
fall asters. Six strong field Grown Plants in white, red, shades of 


and pink. 





= in yt ee: EXCELLENT Mgt DROPMORE— 
reddish purple. GLEAM—brilliant red. MOR 
Dink. PROLIFIC —Clear Persian rose. ROB 


ALL 5 for $2.50 ppd. 


N—bright, clear 


ERT. - growing bright 
3 for $1.75 ppd. 








NEW! 1956 
CATALOG 


Loaded with glorious 
planting information. 
color pictures show 
plants and varieties 
natural color, WE WIL 


BRAND’S 


OWN ROOT 


FRENCH LILACS 


Lilacs in color . . 


. red, white, 





pink and blue (All Named) 
in older, standard varieties. 
WE'LL SELECT FOUR, ALL 
LABELED, DISTINCTLY DIF- 
FERENT, STRONG 15-24” 
GRADE. 


ALL 4 $10.00 ppd. 





BRAND PEONY FARMS 


134 East Division Street 
FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 








It’s not too late to register and attend 
The Williamsburg Garden Symposium 














CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our 1956 Cat- 


alog list 
ties of 


Carnat 
introductions 
ders, Exhibi- 

La 


tions, 
Varieties, Cascades, ete 
colorfully illustrated. 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8645 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 


ums 
ions. New stoc 








BOX 132-FG 





MINIATURE 


These hardy little garden plants 


pone developed and pone 


PLANT INDOORS OR OUTSIDE 


RED—Red Imp, Midget Thumb, 
PINK—Rouletti, Sweet Fairy, Tinker Bell: 
WHITE—Pixie, Cinderella. 

Your Ghetee oe 3 for 


b, Oakington Ruby. 


50 or Any 7 for Pee pratesie 
Airmail delivery add 20c¢ per p' 


‘Send ter complete Miniature Rose ro 


JOHN THUMB 


Portland 7, Oregon 
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WATER LILY 
CATALOG 


Profusely illustrated in 
glowing colors . . . Tells 
how to build a lily pool 
» « » All about water lilies 
and fish 


Every home needs a pool. Here is 
a beautiful catalog that is virtually 
a water garden manual. Includes 
complete pool instructions .. . 


Shows gold fish, many water lily 
varieties. Send now for your FREE 
copy to office nearest you (15 cents 
in Canada). 


Tricker Lilies are guaranteed to grow. 


Wm. TRICKER, Inc. 


6315 Brookside Ave., Saddle River, N. J. or 
Naw Rainbow Terrace, independence, ove 





RARE 
TREES 


Following are postpaid: 


Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia) 
2 to 3 feet 


Mediar (Mespilus) 
1 year grafts 


“Waterlily” Magnolia 
1¥2 to 2 feet 


Hamamelis Mollis (yellow in Feb.) 
to 4 feet 





Cornus kousa (June dogwood) 
18 to 24 inch 3.00 


Albizzia jul. Rosea (Hardy Mimosa) 
5.50 


Stewartia pseudocamellia 


Pterostyrax (Epaulette tree) 
2 to 18 inch 2.75 


Franklin Tree (Franklinia) 
3 to 4 feet 7.70 


Complete catalog on request, price 
10¢ (25¢ west of the Rockies). 


KELSEY 


Nursery Service 
Dept. F-18 Highlands, N.J. 








For more gardening pleasure the year around, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 





The Garden Varieties of Today and Tomorrow 
Royal Stewart—Outstanding, huge, clear light ruffled red. 


spray is the apex, place your next two 
flower: spikes so that théy form the 
base, one pointing out at each side and 
paralle! to the table. Complete the 
arrangement as you did in the fan form. 

A triangle design with the apex to 
the left or the right of the container is 
made by placing the tallest flower in the 
holder, then the single “spike” bloom 
which will form the horizontal base of 
the triangle. Next fill the space in be- 
tween with other flower spikes, never 
allowing one of them to protrude much 
further than an imaginary straight line 
between the tips of the vertical and 
the horizontal blooms. Then, of course, 
you'll want to cover the stems and the 
holder with rounded flowers or leaves, 
and, if necessary, add more flowers. 

The same system is followed no mat- 
ter which of the forms you may decide 
to use. (See the series of drawings illus- 
trating these basic designs.) ~ Besides 
these, there are many other possible 
forms which you'll invent for yourself 
as you arrange flowers more often. 

An arrangement design may be sug- 
gested by the shape of the container, 
the line of a stem, a figure in your 
draperies, or a shape in a piece of furni- 
ture. It’s fun to experiment with many 
forms and to use different flowers. 
There are lots of tall and rounded 
flowers you can select. Fuiy blooms 
like baby’s breath or very tiny ones like 
alyssum used to fill in spaces between 
flowers might be called “fillers.” 

There are spikey, rounded and “filler” 
shapes in leaves too. And you can sub- 
stitute leaves. whenever you wish. 

Straight stems are convenient when 
you want straight lines, but curved or 
curled stems are ideal for times when 
you want your flowers to form rounded, 
oval or half-moon shapes in the con- 
tainer. The flower stems themselves 
will suggest the best design to use. 

Dried flowers are attractive for winter 
arrangements, with or without dried 
grasses and seed pods. Or you can buy 
florist’s flowers until summer comes 
again. Vegetables grouped with or with- 


Apple Blossom—Delicate showy white with cool rose-pink picotee | out flowers are pleasing bits of color 


halo. on tables or buffets. 
$] 00 eer 3 a $? 50 fs aa $4 75 After you have made flower arrange- 
e ° ” ments for a few months, you will proba- 
The Popular MINIATURE GLADIOLUS Collection bly find that you want to know lots 
The ideal small garden, small home Glad. Ex- 5 more. If you re not already a member, 
quisite for arrangements. Plant in groups in the 70 why not join your local garden club? 
annual border the same as tulips: - i . 
10 ATOM scarlet BULBS Most such groups devote at least a part 
—salmon 9 i 
10 CRINKLETTE-coral pink — of their yearly programs to studying 
10 FET AVE.—deep red how best to handle flowers for interior 
. ae $5.00 decoration. Experts on the subject give 
: lectures and local florists show the tricks 
7 Post Paid ; 
of the trade. Long before you're an 
FREE: with every order for this miniature collection, we will include FREE 
of extra charge 6 large bulbs of Acidanthera Murielae, the Sweet Scented Gladiolus, 
that will fragrantize your whole garden. This is a $1.20 value—absolutely free 
of extra charge. 


10 STATUETTE—yellow 
10 SNOW BABY—white 
expert, you'll discover the joy of cre- 
ating arrangements from your own gar- 
ALFRED L. MOSES, Grower 
41 Lake Ave. 





den flowers.® 


(Special permission is granted to FLOWER 
GROWER for this article, which is copyrighted 
by Ferry-Morse Seed Co., and will appear in 
leaflet form with the title of “Fixing Flowers to 
Please Your Family.) 





COLOR CATALOG 
FREE 


Lima, New York 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


New 


Peperomias 


vorite indoor plants because of 

their adaptability to the atmos- 
phere of the house as well as their 
attractive foliage and compact growth 
habit. Now two new hybrids are avail- 
able which a serious collector will be 
eager to have, and a novice should find 
no difficulty in growing. 

Two older species are also popular. 
Those most frequently grown are Peper- 
omia maculosa and P. Sandersi. In 
their native climate peperomias bear 
minute flowers, but these are seldom 
formed on plants grown in the house. 

A peperomia will not tolerate soggy 
feet; therefore, it is important to give it 
a loose fibrous soil with peat and sharp 
sand. Weak feedings of liquid fertilizer 
(once a month in summer, every two 
months in winter) will keep plants 
healthy. Provide a light shade in sum- 
mer but none in winter. 

Peperomia LITTLE FANTASy is a 
charming new hybrid. The miniature 
leaves (average 2 inches in length) are 
heavily crinkled, and show shadings of 


P “erie in HAVE LONG BEEN fa- 


ALBERTS AND MERKEL 


Peperomia Little Fantasy 


black and deep green. The petioles or 
stems are short and slender. The flow- 
ers are the usual catkin type (white) of 
the Piperaceae or pepper family. 

St_veR HEarRT is a variant of the 
familiar watermelon peperomia. As the 
name suggests, the leaves are heart- 
shaped with bands of silver. The leaves 
are ridged, the depressions following the 
pattern of the veins.® 
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of thousands of Henry Field Hybrid Elms 
now growing throughout the United States. 


Henry Field’s HYBRID ELM 


Fastest Growing 
Often Grows 8 to 14 ft. per Year 


If you want shade in a hurry, yet 
want a tree that is hardy, long-lived 
and hard-wooded, Henry Field’s Hybrid 
Elm is the tree for you. It grows 
faster than any other tree in the United 
States, bar none—even faster than the 
soft-wooded, short-lived poplar. It ype 
bines the permanence and beauty of 
the American Elm with the rapid 
growth of the Chinese Elm; has all the 
good points of both, but none of 
the bad. 

Extra Hardy—Grows Anywhere 

Henry Field’s Hybrid Elm thrives in 
any type soil, and keeps right on grow- 
ing in weather hot or cold, wet or dry. 
The leaves are large and dark green; 
the branches straight and strong, with 
great resistance to breakage from high 
winds, ice, and snow. 

11-Year Record of Disease 

Resistance 

And apparently Henry Field's 
Hybrid Elm is immune to elm 
diseases. We have sold several 
hundred thousand during the past 
ten years, and to date know of not 
= case of loss from the elm 


Many City Park Commissions 
that have prohibited the planting 
of vulnerable common elms en-' 
thusiastically approve the 
Ree Henry Field's F Hybrid 


Tree in the U.S.A. 


vit 


Susan was 3 when this Henry Field Hy- 
brid Elm was planted. When she was 5; 
the tree was over 25 feet tall! 














Supply Limited—Order Now 

Due to limited production and hea- 
vy demand, we are compelled to limit 
orders to 6 trees per individual. City | 
Park Commissions and Institutions i 
planning beautification programs 
will be given special considera- 
tion if they order on letterhead. 

4 to 5-foot size, $3.39 each, 

postpaid to your door. 





pecesase “For Over 61 Years": 


Kenry Field Seed and Nursery Co., 
959 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa. 
Please send me___—____Henry Field Hybrid Elms, 
4 to 5-ft. size, at $3.39 each postpaid to my door. 


1 enclose $. 





NAME 





ST. or RT. 





CITY. STATE 

(Trees shipped at proper planting time; backed 
by our regular money-back catalog guarantee. 
Catalog No. A4234N) 
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INTRODUCING... 


m Tinari’s JUNE BRIDE 


A new immense. frilled 
glistening snowflake white 
blossom of shimmering 
beauty. Wavy long tapered 
spring green leaf. 

. ea. $1.50 


A PARADE OF NEW VIOLETS FOR '56 
(Bouble Flowering) 

PINK ROCK—Pom pom type clear dbl. pink. Glossy 
gir! leaf. 

POMPONETTSDeticate Susie 
uilted very dark green leaf. 

poveLe paINTED GiRL— Painted Girl ‘of * double 

“wy type ea. 

RIDE Pom pom double flowering pure 

nite blossom ea. 

BLUSHING Double flowering creamy blush colc ~y 

red backed leaf. a. 


mag Sega 


isin ngle Flowering) 
PINK Fae darn A ——_—s intense rose pink — 
ed backed foliag 
exotic VARIETIES. OF RECENT INTRODUCTION 
(Five Double Flowering Pink Type) 
PINK PUFF, WILD ROSA, PINK CUSHION, = 


up. 

DOUBLE PINK DRESDEN. 

FROSTED BLUE LACE—Immense pale wo ru 
yng white frosted effec 


e 
ROSEWING DuPont type white ruffled Lae 
uffused with rose shadings. ne leaf. . @ 
AIR WAVES—Airy double white 
POPULAR VARIETIES AT $1.00 EACH 

America 

Blue Peak 

Bernice 

Black Fringe 
Clementine 
Christina 
Double Wine Velvet Gir! 
Geneva Beaut: 
Double Inspiration 


STANDARD VARIETIES. aT T5e EACH 


Glamour Boy, Fantasy Girl, Old Rose Bouquet, Painted Girl, 
Pansy, Pink Cheer, Pink Luster, Pink Neptune, Pink Shock- 
ing, Purple Knight, Snow Prince, Star Girl, Sunrise, Velvet 
Girl, White Madonna. 


pope add 45¢ on all plant orde ry of $3.00 or less. Over 
65¢, West of Mississippi 85 





Ep. FREE 1956 COLOR CATALOG 


Visitors always welcome. Greenhouses open 
daily & Sunday afternoon. 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 


DEPT. FG BETHAYRES, PA. 


eae SPRING 





en ote en Se ves ae Have the thrill 
of growing things from the very beginning in your 

use. Automatic equipment and 
many exclusive features described in our free cata- 
log. Write to . . 


TEXAS GREEN HOUSE Co. 


1508 W. Rosed Fort Worth, Texas 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 
ROOTED CUTTINGS 


* Healthy bustling little 
plantlets 

% Shipped in small pots 

*% They will delight you 

*% Free catalog—Send today 


TAY-BOW VIOLETS 
Caro 1 R #4 Mich. 


GARDENER INDOORS 


Five worthy 


A frican- violets 


lector will enthusiastically wel- 

come a new variety when it is 
really distinctive and different from 
those already on the market. 

So when we receive news of really 
outstanding new varieties we want to 
pass the news on to all our readers. 
Plan to add one or all five pictured 
here to your African-violet collection. 


FE VERY ARDENT African-violet col- 


FISCHER GREENHOUSES 


Multifiora White has double fringed 
flowers borne in profusion with many 
flowers per stem. 


FISCHER CREENHOUSES 


Lavender Halo is a _ superior fringed 
Geneva. The color is a deep lavender 
similar to SILHOUETTE. 


RICHTER’S GREENHOUSE 


Colonial Pink is a deep pink single, with 
clusters of six to ten large blooms per 





stem. The foliage is a velvety green. 


Cinnamon colored 
with bright rose- 
purple lips. Spicy 
fragrance. 5 to 
12 flowers per 
plant, each 2-3 
inches wide. Stay 
fresh 4-6 weeks. 
In clay pot. 


pustpald $g95 « (Epidendrem atropurpureum) 


LITTLE FANTASY 
PEPEROMIA 


New miniature with 2- 
inch leaves. Heavily 
crinkled, black and dark 
silky green. White flow- 
ers. Potted, postpaid 
$2.98 


Color catalog orchids and houseplants 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-F3 


STIM-U- PLANT 


preneeconsss SPECIAL Sar 


aS: 


Jacksonville 7, Fic. 





(coin) 
us size African 
lolet Food 
S Ye size Ivy-Philo- 
dendron Food 
ae plus “Care and 
Growing’’ booklet 
40c value for 
Just 25¢ 
Available only from 
STIM-U-PLANT 
- LABORATORIES 
VOPRIR Dept. FG, Columbus 16 Ohio 


HOUSE PLANTS 


Rare Begonias, Fancy-leaf Geraniums, 
New African Violets, Orchids, etc. 
Illustrated catalog on request. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 
Moorestown, N. J. 





Dept. Z 











WILSON BROS. 


Brilliant Color for 
Outdoor Plantings 


in ZONAL 
GERANIUMS 


Finest varieties, 


Since 1919 
S ceeeneetanemenetiemmaianl 


ed, 

Saimon Pink, Light 

a White. Piants 
to 8” tall, wit 

tn soon 

paid, 

guaranteed. 


10 for *3 
50 for $12.50 
Write for Free ‘56 Catalog! 


P.O. Box 48-C Roachdale, Indiana 


s 
" arrival 
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FISCHER CREENHOUSES 


I'm Rooty Koorone 


(with Fungicide) 
The Plant Hormone Powder 
| Root Your African Violets 


Rootone practically guarantees 
success with your African vio- 
lets and other plants. With its 
use, you'll see your cuttings 
spring to life—put out strong 
and healthy roots almost like 
magic. And you'll lose far 
fewer cuttings from disease. 
The added fungicide provides 
extra protection, since it con- 
trols damping off and other 
soil-borne diseases. 





White Cloud is a greatly improved double 
white. Flowers are large and the 
plant is very free blooming. It may 
set the standard for all double whites. 


HENRY TEN HACEN 
beni 4 





P.S. Treat grass seed, too, with 
Rootone, for a quicker, heavier 
stand and a thicker, more 
drought-resistant turf. 
Va-0z. packet 25¢ 











Upper: without Rootone 


Lower: with Rootone 2-oz. jor $1 


At your garden-supply store 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. AMBLER, PA. - NILES, CALIF. 


Weedone® « Weedone Crab Grass Killer « Weedust® « ACP Fruit Tree Spray 
ACP Soil Conditioner e Gro-Stuf « ACP Rose & Floral Dust « Trimtone . 


pap 


© we wwe * 





Pp 








ERECT YOUR OWN GREENHOUSE 
SAVE MONEY 











Show Star is a most distinctive variety. 
Each flower is a true medium pink with 
a perfect wide blue star. The origina- 
tor claims it comes true from leaves. 











‘ee Yoho Greenhouse is occu- 
rately redicut and erected ot our 


Sterling Bowl 
Tournament 


@AN ANNUAL COMPETITION to en- 
courage the art of home decoration 
—open to all garden clubs of 
America—has been announced by 
the Sterling Silversmiths Guild of 
America and the Jackson & Perkins 
Company, Newark, New York. 
The first prize will be a sterling sil- 
ver trophy, to be held by the winning 
garden club for one year and then 
returned to competition. 

The tournament will be conducted 
June 20-21, during the silver anni- 
versary of the Festival of Roses in 
Newark, New York. 

Final registration date is May 1, 
1956. Entry blanks and additional 
information may be obtained by 
writing to the director, Mrs. Vincent 
Whitsitt, Jackson & Perkins Com- 
pany, Newark, New York. 
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CYPRESS ae 


Redicut Hotbeds, made in sections 


for 
h, front 12”, in four sizes: 


6° x 4’—$26.00 12’ x 4—$44.00 
o x 4— 36.00 1S’ x + 55.50 





c 
a ees Dept. F Youngstown, Ohio 


plant. Each piece is plainly marked so 
a hondy man con re-assemble. Save many 
rs on construction costs. High qua at 
prices. Clear, age-resisting Cypress or Red- 
wood mouldings. Prices include all hardware 
and fitti so glass, complete 
a s, Awti. 
18° x25’—$ 800.00 
18° x50’— 1460.00 
21 2: x 50’— 1780.00 
141,’ x 25’— 650.00 2114’ x 75'— 2570.00 
Order Direct and Save 


YOHO & HOOKER 

















FREE! 6 


1956 CATALOG 


OF WORLD FAMOUS 


BRISTOL MUMS 
SEND TODAY: 


72 ‘west 
GIANTS AND MINIATURES 
DOUBLES AND DRAGONS 


Write for the most comprehensive 
catalog of altype glade inthe U S.A. 


covoens, MINNESOTA 





Dept. F 


123 













Wi EAYIER i 
Greenhouse 


$939 


Ganlening 


WALDOR 


101 Models 
Under $500! 


101 Waldor Aluminum Green- 
house models for /ess than $500. 
Plus 7 less than $300. Waldor 
Greenhouse gardening is easier; 
growing conditions are better. It’s 
a relaxing yeat *round hobby or 
family project. Something to show 
friends. Extra income, if you wish. 
All styles, sizes for home or com- 
mercial growers. Prefabricated, 
easily erected and extended with 
only wrench and screwdriver. No 
rot, no rust, no painting. If build- 
ing, have cost easily added to your 
mortgage. 10 Year Guarantee 
Certificate. 












Prefabricated 
ALL-ALUMINUM 


Priced as low as 

























































The LEAN-TO: Popular, adaptable, extendable. 
Erect against existing building. Fits anywhere. 
From $275. 


NEW 4-Color CATALOG 
Why not get all the answers and our low, low prices? 
25c with your name, address brings our beautiful 
NEW 32-page, full-color catalog, “How to Choose 
A Waldor Aluminum Greenhouse.” 


Send 25c Coin or Stamps TODAY. 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1403 Salem, Mass. 


R Don't Let Tiny Parasites 
Y Ruin Your Indoor Garden, 



























































































ONS. ea Sas 
WRN FS Ses 
A AS a OW ane: 


SO POTENT! New ANTROL AFRICAN 
VIOLET and HOUSE PLANT INSECT BOMB 
releases a killing mist over plants . . . kills tiny 
Mealy Bugs, Mites, Aphids, Exposed Thrips, White 
Flies and other life-sucking parasites. 

YEE SO SAFE} Specialty formulated for use 
on delicate indoor plants. Use on African Violets, 
Ivy, Bracken, Philodendron, others. On sale where 
you buy garden supplies... or write, “BUG-Z”, Boyle- 
Midway Inc., Dept. FG-3,22 E. 4oth St., N. Y. 16, N.Y. 


NO MIXING * NO POURING « NO SPRAYER TO BUY 


ANTROL African Violet 


and. House Plant INSECT BOMB 
















































































My On to KILL MEAL 
EXPOSED THRIPS 




























GARDENER INDOORS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 


by VICTOR GREIFF 


light intensity—over twice as much 

daily as there is in December—pro- 
duces an indoor spring that furnishes a 
spectacular contrast to the outside 
weather. Even without a greenhouse 
you can enjoy this preview of spring at 
the great spring flower shows. These 
shows are steppingstones to progress in 
indoor gardening. 

The complete landscapes of forced 
woody material, including flowering 
fruit, dogwood, azalea and camellia, are 
masterpieces of greenhouse control. 
Rock garden alpine plants are brought 
into bloom with a little encouragement 
from a coldframe. Spring bulbs of every 
description are forced by the hundreds 
to the uniformity of a ballet line-up. 
Gay flowering perennials and annuals 
in great quantities go to complete this 
indoor miracle created at a time when 
the weather is far from cooperative. 

Competitive classes for individual 
flower groups, such as roses, hydrangeas, 
orchids and many others, leave the 
amateur between hope and despair. 
With resolute perseverance the spell of 
illusion can be shaken off and valuable 
lessons learned. 

Firstly and obviously, these things 
can be grown, and here we can often 
find names and sources. Secondly, we 
can often get cultural information and, 
if we are lucky, corner the grower. 

Much may be learned at an amateur 
exhibit such as a greenhouse featured 
by a Men’s Garden Club. Hundreds of 
plants are correctly labeled, and a ques- 
tion-answering service is provided by 
members. You may see leaf propaga- 
tion of succulents, African-violets under 
artificial light, or lovely streptocarpus 
(a favorite of English gardeners, look- 
ing like a primula but related to the 
gloxinia). You will see collections of 
fancy pelargoniums and scented ger- 
aniums, all named. 

You will learn that bulbs, with their 
stored up energy, give the amateur a 
margin of certainty; that amaryllis are 
sure bloomers but may miss the show; 
that the South African bulbs, freesias, 
Gladiolus tristis, ornithogalum, lach- 
enalia, babiana and ixia must have cool 
sunshine, as do the Andean leucocorynes 
and beautiful Alstromeria Pelegrina 
alba. Fascinating rare exotics interest 
experts and are checked by botanists. 
You will take home catalogs, seeds 


[ ie: IN MARCH the stepped-up 


FLOWER GROWER 





BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Suggeme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses are more highly acclaimed. Send for 
pictured list in color. Box F, LITTLE 


COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 








Cully Wilson says: 

You'd hardly believe Ger- 
aniums coul so varied. 
They’re ‘‘collector’s items’’, 
fine for your collection. 


8 


UNUSUAL 
GERANIUMS 


Fascinating varieties include Rosebud, Poin- 
settia, Birds Egg, Cactus Stem, and several 


th e kinds. We 
other rar i oa a $3 


ship strong young plants, 
50 for $16 


postpaid, safe arrival 
guaranteed. 

WRITE FOR FREE 
1956 CATALOG 


WILSON BROS. 








P.O. Box 48-C Roachdale, Indiana 





OLDS’ FREE SEED CATALOG 
HAS THE NEWEST AND BEST ITEN 


Gulic : 
\SI% wats Little Sweetheart 
ee a4 ry Grows only 10” tall; forms 2 
oan «@ Da perfectly rounded up- 
“ee ete IP right bush. Blooms early, 
&. <¢ for long period. Mixture 
= hes wide range of colors: 
white. salmon, rose, scarlet, crimson, blue, 3% 
maroon. = Pkt. postpaid 35c — 2 pkts. @5c< ; 
RUSTPROOF SNAPDRAGON GARDEN | 
Beautiful tall spikes of rust-resistant snap- 
dragons. One full-size packet of each of the 
following colors: rose, white, pink, crimson, 


yellow, cherry. ay six pockets postpaid D5¢ % 


Grow -plants with ease — use 

TOM THUMB FLATS ; 

and VITA-PLANT BANDS ; 

Nourish new plants, prevent root 3 
shock when tronsplonting. Gain 1 
to 3 weeks’ growing time. Complete instruc- 
tions for starting plonts. Fiat ond 12 bands, 
30¢; four for $1; ten for $2 — postpaid. 
The above ore just a few of the hundreds of 
flowers, vegetables, roses, and fruits featured 
in Olds’ colorful 69th-year 84-page catalog. 

Send for your FREE COPY NOW! 


LLL. OLDS SEED CO., Dept. 9, Madison 1, Wis. 
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for the summer’s garden, bulbs, a tiny 
dish garden of succulents, new gadgets, 
and a renewed urge for gardening. Or, 
like one visitor we know of, perhaps you 
will go to look at a greenhouse, fill out 
a blank, and find yourself a member of 
the Men’s Garden Club! 

Veltheimia viridifolia: Many years 
ago a great gardener from England 
used to write admiringly of Veltheimia 
viridifolia, a South African bulb, listed 
in Sarah Coombs’ book (the authority 
on this flora) as cape hyacinth. 

Here is a bulb, just distinguishable 
from a hyacinth buib to the experienced 
eye by its slightly more pointed shape 
and a tinge of brownish-purple. It en- 
joys dryness all summer and stays per- 
fectly dormant. British gardeners even 
burn off the dry tops of some African 
bulbs in spring, before they plunge them 
(in pots) into a coldframe covered to 
shed rain. 

When the cool weather of fall comes, 
the plant may be brought indoors. A 
crown of wavy broad foliage slowly 
develops, growing to 2 feet across, with 
much of the beauty of a birds-nest-fern. 

Potting in a rich mixture with the tip 
of the bulb well exposed, and placing 
in a sunny window of a cool room, will 
assure luxuriant growth of foliage fol- 
lowed by the development of one or 
more flower spikes of most interesting 
form and color. 

When the long, tubular flowers finally 
open, their greenish-pink color is not 
as spectacular as some people would 


PAUL E. CENEREUX 


Veltheimia viridifolia (cape hyacinth) 


like, but the beautiful foliage easily 
compensates for any shortcomings of 
the flower. After blooming, interesting 
large-winged seed capsules may be 
produced. 

Dormancy is reached slowly, and the 
bulb tends to increase in size, rather 
than to split up into “grass,” the an- 
noying vice of some of the South 
African bulbs.® 








AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in | 
African Violets 
ae 


want violets 
win bloom for 


HS - — ants that 
will e, you a Sra s growing condition without 


trial order! Plants tike 
this $1.00 wah postpaid. 


(Early coreee shipment .. . 
instructions free) 











AFRICAN VIOLET Cataloc 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so 3 

with bloom! Many pictues. 
all honestly described . . . for 
beginners ond. , collectors! 
Write TODA 


SPOUTZ “Voter GREENHOUSES 
Fraser, Michigan 


34300 Moravian Drive 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 














White flowering Cattleyas in bud 
Purple flowering Cattleyas in bud 
rices are fob Monroe, —_ with order, ~ ote 
Express ship 
Member of paneer Orchid Society 
Write for free catalog. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ, Onchids 








Daffedil LPs of 
GUARANTEED QUALITY 


We cordially invite you to attend the Ameri- 
can debut of the fabulous EMPRESS of IRELAND, 
an event scheduled to take place in our formal 
garden during the daffodil blooming season, 
or 15 to April 15. 
ane mae 
claim at all “ 
Britain and on 

Produced by ey Wilson of ‘ireland, Em- 
press bulbs are so scarce that only two were 
allotted to the United States. At her debct the 
Empress will be attended by many other no- 
table daffodils—Salmon Trout, Rashee, Himo- 
laya, Tudor Minstrel, Deodora, Irish Rose—and 
some 700 other beautiful varieties. 

Our bulbs are grown in fields which are bordered 

on three sides by salt water; similar to growing 


cocditions in ireland and Holland, and are guoran- 
teed to be of the highest quality. 


Write for Free Catalog and 1956 Price List 
Little England Daffads d Qa én 


BOX F-8, BENA, VIRGINIA 


of form 
ess was received with ac- 
tot tos yaar shows in Great 





@ SELECTED SEED 


@ GOOD HEREDITY 
CHARACTERISTICS 


@ WITH SCIENTIFIC 
METHODS OF 
PLANTING AND 
PROPAGATION 


@ HEAVY ROOTS 
@ STURDY TOPS 
@ RAPID GROWTH 


QUALITY PLUS VOLUME —You profit by buying direct from one 
of America’s largest growers. Wide selection of Evergreen Seedlings 
and Transplants, Hardwood Seedlings, Ornamental and Shade Trees, 
Fruit and Flowering Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Rhododendron and Azaleas. 


» 


SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS 
AT LOW, QUANTITY PRICE 


50 at 100 rate Per 100 Per 1000 
@ SPECIAL STRAIN SCOTCH PINE 
Very best Christmas tree strain. From seed 





MANY VALUABLE SPECIALS 


25 EVERGREENS 


5 each, 3 to 5 yr. selected trees, 6” to 16”, 
Scotch Pine—Austrian Pine—Norway Spruce— 
Colorado Blue Spruce—Douglas Fir. 


5 BLUE SPRUCE 


6 year transplants, 8” to 10”. Blue green to 
marvelous blue. “The King of Ornamentals.” 


6 RHODODENDRON & 6 AZALEAS.... $5.95 


Hybrid seedlings from red flowering stock, 
2 yr. transplants 4” to 8” in individual plant 
bands. Abundant roots, large leaves. 


Postpaid at planting time 





collected by our own men from selected par- 
ent trees. Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight 
stemmed, rich color. 

$35.00 


2-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins.,...$ 7.00 


@ NORWAY SPRUCE — Special Strain 


Fast growing. For Christmas Trees, Orna- 
mental and Timber. 


2-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins. $ 7.00 $ 35.00 
5-yr., T., 8 to 12 ins.. 30.00 150.00 

@ AUSTRIAN PINE—Austrian Alpine Stock 
2-yr., S., 3 to 6 ins......$5.00 $25.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 12 ins..... 8.00 40.00 


@ COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 


3-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins. $11.00 $ 55.00 
4-yr., T., 6 to 10 ins. 30.00 150.00 








FREE CATALOG 

PLANTING AIDS 
CHRISTMAS TREE 
GROWERS’ GUIDE 


Write TODAY 
or Phone 5-5686 


MUSSER FORESTS, 


@ DOUGLAS FIR — Hardy 
3-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins....$ 7.00 $35.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 12 ins... 10.00 50.00 
Also other Evergreens, Hardwood Seedlings, 
Shade, Nut Trees and many Specials 


BOX 7-C 
INDIANA, PA. 














America’s Most Wanted 


NURSERY CATALOG 


FREE! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


HAMBURG, IOWA 


RUFFLED 
GLADS 


The new Gladiolus are 
tops in beauty! Their 
lovely colors are often 
accented by gorgeously 
frilled or ruffled florets. 
We have the 1956 Ail- 
America award winning 
glads, APPLEBLOS- 

ase ROYAL 


Send 10¢ for our new 
Catalog describing the best 
in modern glads. 


WINSTON ROBERTS 
Box 2772 Boise, Idaho 








Seed Packet Gardens 


[FRoM PaGe 56] annual hollyhocks, 
vinca, and other annuals even if you 
miss sowing them from seed your- 
self. You can buy plants up to early 
summer at most garden centers, nurs- 
eries and greenhouses. The only hitch 
is that you will have to select the varie- 
ties that are available. 

Quite the opposite from petunias and 
snapdragons and other annuals which 
need a moderately long growing season 
before beginning to flower are a number 
of quick growers. They grow as fast 
as marigolds and zinnias and sweet- 
alyssum and others of our nine basic 
annuals, but have one disadvantage: 
they tend to bloom themselves to death 
in a few weeks, leaving a gap in the 
garden as the summer progresses. This 
lack is of no matter in the cutting gar- 
den, but unless you have a supply of 
young plants that can be moved in as 
the earlier plantings fade, your garden 
display will suffer. Fortunately it’s quite 
feasible to have a nursery bed of extra 
annual plants to be used as fill-ins. 

Annuals that are well worth growing 
but which won’t give you a full season 
of bloom include bachelor buttons or 
cornflower (centaurea), annual gyp- 
sophila or baby’s-breath, larkspur, most 
annual poppies, and annual phlox. 
(Moist, cool climates may prolong the 
blooming periods of some of these. ) 

Annuals in general demand full sun, 
average but not over-rich soil. There 
are a few which can be planted in light 
shade and which will make a good 
showing even when they receive only 
a few hours. of filtered sunshine a day. 
Those tolerant of light shade include 
balsam, petunia, nierembergia, agera- 
tum, coleus and lobelia. 

And finally, here are a few annuals 
that are sure-fire but are nevertheless 
not as widely grown as marigolds, zin- 
nias and petunias. A couple require a 
little more fussing, although hardly any 
more than is required when petunias 
are grown from seed. 

Salvia farinacea is an aristocrat among 
annuals. It has long graceful spikes of 
deep blue flowers. Three or four plants 
of it placed in a border to contrast with 
masses of zinnias and marigolds will 
create a pleasing effect all summer. 

The annual periwinkle (Vinca rosea) 
is a plant that the most exacting gar- 
dener can admire. Its foliage, glossy 
and neatly veined, has a crispness not 
shared by all annuals. Its flowers, which 
can be pure white, rose or pink or white 
with a rose eye, are abundant. 

Sanvitalia procumbens is called the 
creeping-zinnia— it. has zinnia-like foli- 
age and small bright-yellow zinnia-like 
flowers on spreading plants that don’t 
grow over 6 inches high. It needs plenty 
of sun, doesn’t mind sandy soil and can 
get along on only moderate moisture.® 
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From INTER-STATE (2253 NURSERIES sendur in, 
Our most SENOA, TIONAL bub offer/ 


73. ‘Qo 
/RAmMBOM PADS faa moe 


TRIPLE 1. Bulbs guaranteed satisfactory 


a Guaranteed to bl i 
GUARANTEED 3° Guor=r guaranteed 10 plese? 


* 7 . 
America’s Favorite Flowers for Cutting! 
FREE! We believe this Rainbow Glad Collection is the finest in here is 
America. Handmade from famous named varieties, the ACTUAL 
colors ranging from white to dark purple, red, pink, yel- 
With each Glad Offer low, blue, lavender, orange, and lovely blends. When AVERAGE SIZE 
they bloom this summer, you will recognize outstanding gf the Bulbs 
ordered we send absolutely prize winners. Large flowers, many ruffled, on tall you will receive 
FREE 3 Elizabeth The spikes of breathtaking beauty. These 
1za Queen bulbs are finest quality, 1 to 1% inches 
-our most popular in diameter. If bought by name, these ORDER TODAY- Use Coupon or letter. 


lad ' same bulbs would cost over $6.00. 
glads-worth 25¢ ! wae covered Cotas re por | | TE R. STATE N U 4 S g Py | ES 
They produce large ulbs make fine gifts for friends an 
YP relatives—we will ship direct and post- 
beautifully ruffled paid to them. ee ae ee ee 


(0 FREE 1956 Spring Catalog 
lavender flowers. CO T enclose $2.00 for the 75 Rainbow Glads 





Over 1,000 guaranteed New and Im- 
proved nursery items—perennials, 


roses, trees, shrubs, bulbs, vines, fruits 
baa Se - a and Se orders we send plant- 
p ing ; 
Spring 1956 CATALOG 


84 colorful pages 


ae 
Fa a ncecinneiiginninsssnciapeeee cia 


Lannesenmesaneneuaasnesness 


Send coupon 
letter for FREE catalog 


America’s most wanted Nursery Catalog 















For GLORIOUS COLOR 
This Summer 


P BEAUTIFUL 


en 








From the” ILDS” of Missouri | 


EARLY THIS SPRING 


LANT DAYLILIES, one of America’s most 

popular perennials, early this spring for a 
gorgeous display of luxurious colors this sum- 
mer. Add a delightful array of new form and 
variety in your garden, landscape and table ar- 
rangements with brilliant new colors from deep- 
est reds to palest pinks and in all shades of 
yellow. 

Beautiful blooms from 5” to 12” across on 
scapes reaching 2 to 5 feet, May ‘til frost year 
after year. No digging, storing or replanting; 
they thrive and become more beautiful as they 
are better established. 


ORDER NOW We will ship at your 
proper planting time. Plant early for 
blooms this summer! 


RED - RED > RED - Collection 


Rich reds, deep, dark, mysterious reds, bril- 
liant reds, soft muted reds—but all red. . . 
add this color of colors to your perennial 
palette in exciting new forms and varieties. 


Autumn Forest, large, rich black red 
Berwyn, reblooming, bright carmine.... 
Eric, Jr., bright, jewel-like miniature red. 
Pompeian Red, smooth satiny red...... 
Queen Esther, sunfast, brilliant crimson... iors 
Red Top, large bright red with white midrib 


Red Daylilies (Cat. Val. 
ALL 6 $7.50) Labeled & Pod. $5 


sssees 


~ 


Goiden Glow YELLOW COLLECTION CRIMSON GLORY Order One of These Extra Fine Daylily Plants! 


One of the best reds ever A stately 40 to 42-inch Daylily with smoothly finished red flowers of firm 
rae mth ths the he loveliness of yeeed $750 —— anywhere. substance, open and recurved. Petals and sepals identical in color, 





broad and full with ruffled edges. Inconspicuous yellow throat. Strong 

ORDER NOW stalks with many branches. Vigorous growth and an unusually long 

h blooming season. A beautiful, rich, truly different color tor an out- 
each SUPPLY LIMITED Standing garden effect. 


llows from 1 Ma til frost each year. 


Browneyed Susan, Goiden yi ; 
% ted car ye —" ress a pT! 1.99 
Mrs. B. ¥. Seanes, me ng pale yellow 1.09 Our Pink 
fioee Wak tenis Gy cenachyetiow. ; and Near-Pink Daylily Collection 
West ' — +: Ae 6 especially pretty hatin in  Seernw- shades of Ss mA RAINBOW 
venow 13) aba Si i $4 ally en proce. ams Ragan them for a striking ‘Pink’ p g 
ALL 8 bo - Cantabile, delicate pink and lemon bicolor . DAYLILY COLLECTION 


Debutante, smooth, cream and salmon buff. a aen thee You'll deli : 
ght in these dreamy daylilies in 
oo Resse, dainty, bright = pe eeccewe ve |e an array of colors and torms. 
: Me ay es evement, it ith | 
FREE DAYLILY SALE COLOR FOLDER fab tex tated Mati aden pe Ponenerag Sg eval pany gah 0 
Request your copy of our first Spring Daylily Sale fiat: aims ton: atk Cornett crimson end yellow bicolor. 
Folder! Sensational prices, full color illustrations, ink Daylilies (Cat. Va se, sparkling sunstone-orange . 
over 100 varieties Send postcard today! ALL  -S eemepiediec *~ Dolly. Varden, eee ag ge 
P y Garnet velvety red........... $ 
“er } anes rebim., 7 deep yellow bloom.... 
Send 25¢ for on oy s , gigantic, pate lemon- yellow esa 75 
Finest KR PE NY mn n jy egal , carmine-yellow bicir. . 
IRIS 2 DAYLILY GARNET ROBE Special Ponts Haze, ‘athe’, "Glentorae a se ee ea 1.00 
One of Milliken's most widely loved and ere atly, ad- ALL1 ag 9.20) Lobeled 8 
rec leties, this p lar, iow " velvet 
CATA LOG —— Daylily with : yellow-green’ throat has proven ‘an Ppd. » Be -Only 
Get this Beautiful Catalog— 64 exceptionally good performer everywhere. Its luminous 
pages, full color, bargain offers! —, makes it most useful in the garden. 3 ft 


~ « vergreen. Garnet Robe topped its class in the 1954 
FREE with collection order. AHS Popularity Poll. 
R 


Send 25¢ for re and get $1.50 each .... 3 for $3.00 ALL 


tata 32 luxurious Daylilies listed 
on this page including 1 


Minimum —- money and 1 Garnet Robe, 
a 4 | a total catalog value 

Vb end a theawar: of $37.45, labeled and $2 5 
(JA C.0.D.’s, Please postpaid in U. S, . .Only 


Dept. FG-36, SARCOXIE, <I RI 
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Enjoy Perennials ’ 5 Miniature 

[FRoM Pace 59] separated from the uyt 

border by an adequately wide grass strip oc WA TER GA RDEN 

for air circulation and for the working 

gardener, but not for spectators. 
The plants I’ve selected are designed Make 

to give two main peaks of bloom. In 

that way, at least half the border will be your own 

in flower at one time. If you try to in- 

clude a third season, two-thirds of the 


plants may be out of bloom, and the WATER 
effect is diluted. 


For maximum interest, I’ve used a 
wide diversity of plants from the fa- 
miliar mainstay-of-the-border type to 


some quite uncommon specimens to 


spark curiosity. Then, to keep the effect 
from being spotty or restless, I’ve inte- POOL 
grated it with a carefully harmonized 


color scheme: all the lovely blues and 2 

violets for tranquillity, pale yellow for this 

illumination, the soft pinks and salmons 

for warmth, and a dash of deep red and 

purple to keep it from being sissy. easy way 
That’s enough of generalities: let's get 


to the flowers themselves. Suppose we Now everyone young or old may enjoy the serene majestic beauty of a lily 


pool, even in limited space. Try it! Get started with this inexpensive trial offer: 
COMPLETE TUB GARDEN 
1 Zine Coated Metal Tub 24” 1 Pickerel Rush FREE 1956 CATALOG 


wide 1 Water Hyacinth Everything for the Lily Pool 
1 Exquisite Slocum Water 5 Snails Beautifully illustrated in natu- 
Lily (choice of colors in (for scavengers) ral Ansco color and Kodo- 
coupon) Guaranteed to Grow! chrome. Shows our full excit- 
ing line of Water Lilies, Lotus 


d f Idfish. Also gi 
All for only $9.75 details of Slocum’s ‘positiy sitive 


take an imaginary stroll down the bor- | just sink tub in earth, fill half full of soil, fill with guarantee of satisfaction. 
der; as we go along, I'll point out some | water and plant your garden. If you have a tub, 
of the more interesting and unusual | we'll send the collection above, minus tub. 


lants, and explain the reason for their 

choice and beac We'll start at the All for only $5.00 

left end, in late May or early June. ORDER TODAY! Free—1 choice gift plant with each 
Campanula glomerata acaulis starts | $7.50 order received BEFORE April 15th. We will 

the border off with a bang. Its flowers | ship railway express at proper planting time for 

are individually jagged and rough, but | your locality. Simple planting instructions with every 

the closely packed clusters present a | shipment. 

spectacular mass of intense purple— GUARANTEED TO GROW 

spectrum violet (HCC No. 735) by the 

chart, but actually more red in effect 


than the name suggests. If the tops of : e “INEST IN 
the faded stalks are cut off, new flow- 
ering shoots will appear at the base to WATER LILIES” 


prolong the display. Increase by divi- 
sion is so rapid that three plants will 950 Front Street, Binghamton, New York 
make a telling group in as many years. 
The peony LotTiE Dawson REA be- 
hind the campanula is one of the ex- 
ceptions to my resolve to speak only of 
flowers I’ve seen growing. It was, for 
me, the high spot of Mr. Smirnow’s ex- before April 15, 
hibit at the New York Horticultural 
Society’s show last June. It is a flower 
so compelling that I kept coming back one Choice Water 
to see if it could really be as beautiful Sed Bo Waar 
as I had thought it twenty minutes be- —_—_ 
fore. It is smooth and round, a lively 
pale pink, and in some mysterious and 
enchanting way is fitted with a yellow 


light in its center, giving an almost Come to Binghamton (Water Lily Capite! of America) and visit us this summer. 
Thousa ul lilies 


opalescent glow, and making all the rest Lina Gemstar 














Send $7.50 order 


and receive FREE— 
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of the pale pinks look dusty and insipid. 
I can’t vouch for its performance in the 
garden, since my plant of course hasn’t 
flowered, but if it is even half as radiant 
in reality as it is in my mind’s eye, I'll 
count it a justified extravagance. 

The peony and its flanking plants of 
Siberian iris are grouped so that their 
bold, persistent foliage will make a flat- 
tering screen for the phlox placed be- 
hind them. Phlox is apt to get ratty 
below the knees, a defect easier to 
conceal than to prevent. Peonies were 
selected for just this purpose. As far as 
big blobs of color go, Oriental poppies 
would serve as well—in fact, it would 
be hard to choose between their razzle- 
dazzle and the suave assurance of pe- 
onies, if it weren't for the poppies’ 
jaundiced decay and disappearance, 
leaving a gap as flagrant as missing front 
teeth, and making the decision easy in 
favor of peonies. 

As grace notes, in the foreground 
is the accurately named Veronica TRUE 
BLUE, whose soft, fluffy-looking spikes 
suggest an upright form of Veronica 
rupestris, but in a clearer and more 
vivid tone of blue. It is neatly erect and 
needs no support. In the back row, the 
tall Siberian iris SNow Crest holds its 
flowers well above the foliage. Against 


a dark background. their stencil-sharp 
flowers have a heraldic quality. Be- 
side it, Baptisia australis’s rich violet- 
blue spikes of pea-like flowers are 
consolation for those who can’t grow 
lupines. Its arching, gray-green foliage 
is ornamental all summer, and provides 
a softening background for the sword- 
leaves of the iris placed before it. This 
iris is HAPPY BIRTHDAY, the best pink 
iris I’ve seen, still expensive, but rating a 
place high on your wish list if not 
immediately in your garden. If you 
must wait until the price comes down, 
use the space to grow columbines from 
seed; select the most desirable forms, 
increase them by division, and you'll 
have a harmonious complement for the 
iris and for other bulky flowers that need 
an airy companion. Columbines, being 
small and diffuse, are far more effective 
in groups of one color than in a mix- 
ture: 

Geranium grandiflorum is used to 
face down Happy BIRTHDAY as much 
for its luxuriant, strongly-patterned 
leaves as for its royal blue, somewhat 
fleeting flowers. It is tall enough to hide 
the iris’s buniony feet; as extra bonus, 
it colors in autumn as brilliantly as a red 
maple. Geranium Wallichianum Bux- 
TON’s BLUE, farther down the line, is a 


less rampant grower. Its leaves are 
more finely slashed; its white-eyed flow- 
ers are erect instead of nodding, and be- 
ing somewhat less heavily veined with 
grape-purple, give an effect of purer 
blue. 

The next prominent plant in the de- 
sign is the single white peony Pico, 
large, bowl-shaped. firm-textured, its 
purity intensified by the hot crimson 
sprays of coral bells set below it. If you 
want more punch than a white peony 
delivers, use one of the red Japanese 
—CHARM or HARI-Al-NIN—and be sure 
also to change the fiery coral bells to 
Dictamnus albus or the double white 
Arabis alpina. 

In the foreground, again, Veronica 
gentianoides displays hazy lavender- 
blue flowers with a brighter eye and 
prominent pistil, so large for a veronica 
that visitors often question the identi- 
fication. You don’t want too much of 
it, as its stiff spikes of unvarying height 
can become monotonous: a little patch 
makes a pleasant diversion. Behind it 
is the superlative Siberian iris TYCOON, 
black-purple, velvety, wth falls almost 
broad enough for a Japanese iris. To 
its right is Anthericum liliago, variously 
called St. Bruno’s and St. Bernard’s lily, 
a plant of the Alpine meadows, so re- 
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GREENHOUSE 


Whether you grow for pleasure or profit—Orlyt’s your best bet. 

Imagine the fun and satisfaction of growing out-of-season plants and flowers 365 
days a year. Think of the extra money you can make at home selling cut flowers and 
potted plants in your spare time. 


Orlyt makes all this possible . . 


. and so inexpensively that you'll be pleasantly sur- 


prised—prices start at under $300. If you prefer to use the ORLYT Convenient Payment 
Plan—the spacious Orlyt Curved Eave model pictured is less than $40. a month. In- 
Stallation and accessory costs can be budgeted, too. 


FLOWER CROWER 





liable and good tempered that it de- 
serves to be better known. Above a 
mound of rich green, grassy foliage, it 
sends up a succession of wiry sprays of 
white tubular flowers, in effect some- 
thing like a tall and airy freesia. Since 
my own preference is for rather sub- 
stantial flowers with well-defined out- 
lines, a feathery or cloud-like plant must 
have exceptional merit to be included. 

I’m afraid I can’t duck the subject 
of delphiniums and lupines any longer. 
I’ve put them in, with a wrench of envy, 
for those whose climates will keep them 
in health and unsurpassed beauty. Try a 
few, but don’t plunge with them until 
they have proved that they will succeed. 
If they flourish, heap them in to the 
exclusion of lesser plants. If humid, 
airless summers make them topple and 
die, or if they rot in open, wet winters, 
then you will have to make do with sec- 
ond choices. Nothing, of course, ap- 
proaches delphinium’s superb blueness, 
but lupines can be faintly approximated 
by pink and yellow snapdragons or per- 
haps by the pink varieties of Veronica 
spicata brought from England. I haven't 
seen these; their pictures look worth a 
trial. 

The choice of a blue bearded iris 
depends on your taste and purse. I’ve 


seen and noted admiringly Lapy ILsE, 
light in color but not wishy-washy, and 
briskly ruffied; VioLET HARMONY, huge 
without clumsiness; HARBOR BLUE, 
broad and flaring, with a dark-veined 
white patch on the haft; and PIERRE 
MENARD, a dulled blue-violet with a 
skimpy yellow beard, lower in brilliance 
as well as in price. SEAFARER was de- 
scribed by an iris breeder—(was it Mrs. 
Nesmith or Mr. Cassebeer?)—as the 
bluest of the blues. I’m going to buy it, 
sight unseen, on that recommendation. 

The Japanese peony Westerner is a 
most distinctive ornament: a broad, 
glistening pink saucer with a big scoop 
of frozen custard in the center. It has 
strong stems and is remarkably sunfast, 
the lively colors not fading until just be- 
fore the flower drops. Clematis in- 
tegrifolia, in the foreground, has a fas- 
cinating flower, unique in form, which I 
believe would be irresistible to flower 
arrangers. The large flowers are urn- 
shaped with sharp, recurving points, 
and are so strongly contrasted in light 
and dark blue velvet that they rival the 
quaint monkey-faced annual, torenia. 
The plant is inclined to be floppy, and 
needs the support of some twiggy brush 
to grow through. 

I had intended to use Fam ELAINE 


for the yellow iris, as it makes a de- 
lightfully sunny group, abundantly 
flowering and upstanding, but I find it 
has been dropped by the major growers, 
a practise that makes me very cross in- 
deed. You may be able to find Fair 
Elaine listed by some of the iris growers. 

Here’s the end of the border, and 
nearly the end of the space I’m granted. 
We'll have to skim through July and 
August, with a word on how to strike a 
balance between eager impatience and 
the elasticity of your purse. 

Day-lilies, phlox, and platycodon are 
the chief reliances of the midsummer 
border. The last two, lacking distinction 
of form, are closely planted for a mass 
effect of color. To fill the spaces I've 
designated would require thirty or more 
plants of each, a very stiff outlay if you 
buy them at one clip. 

Phlox, of course, must be vegetatively 
reproduced (by divisions and cuttings— 
not by seeds) to preserve a desired 
color. For a moderate start, I'd suggest 
buying a dozen plants, three of each 
color; increasing them as rapidly as 
possible by division and tip cuttings; 
and meanwhile filling the rest of their 
future allotment with annuals, bedding 
dahlias, or chrysanthemums. 

Platycodon, on the other hand, comes 








GROW YOUR 
OWN PLANTS 
AND FLOWERS 
365 DAYS 


A YEAR! 


Orlyt — architecturally perfect — 
structurally -superior. Completely 
prefabricated so you can “Build 
it Yourself”—dozens of styles and 
sizes in sparkling Aluminum or 
economical Redwood. See Orlyt 
completely installed and planted 
at these Spring Flower Shows: 
Washington, D.C. — Cleveland, 
Ohio — Hartford, Conn. — Phila., 
Pa. — Boston, Mass. — New York 
and Chicago. 


Sales Agents: Some territories 
still available. 
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IRVINGTON, NEW YORK 
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None So Delicious 
as Home Grown 


STRAWBERRY 
PLANTS (rot-Grown) 


Ready for delivery April and May 
Special Offers 


HOME-GARDEN COLLECTION 
18 evertearing” §~5SO ‘eat 9.75 


15 Everbearing 
SUBURBAN 
GARDEN COLLECTION 


30 tvervearing” TOO ‘n'ai 18.50 
38 Everbearing in all . 
Our Selection of Best Varieties, 
Shipped Express Collect 
Our 1956 general Seed Annual lists all the best 
types, including the new June-bearing varieties 
mpire and Pocahontas, and the new Ever- 
©-20th Century. This Catalog supplies full 
fee madam on the best types for freezing and 
berry culture. Free with each order, otherwise 
50c per copy. 


BURNETT BROS., Inc. 


(Seedsmen Since 1905) 
Box F, 92 Chambers S?., N. Y. 7 


(Phones: BArclay 7-6138 & 7829) 





readily from seed. even the semi-double 
form proving remarkably true, and 
sometimes presenting a flat or even re- 
curved specimen, the handsomest of all. 
If you. want this form exclusively, you 
can buy named clones from some nurs- 
eries; again, you can compromise by 
buying some plants for the foreground 
and growing the rear ranks from seed, 
a safer method than division, for platy- 
codon greatly dislikes having its brittle, 
interlocked parsnip-like roots disturbed. 

I said at the ouiset that I had planned 
for two seasons only; but since garden- 
ers are insatiable, I can safely recom- 
mend planting daffodils or tulips around 
peonies or between clumps of platy- 
codon: these are permanent fixtures, 
unlike phlox or iris which must be fre- 
quently lifted and divided, with in- 
evitable spearing of any bulbs in their 
vicinity. 

All of these perennials may be planted 
safely this spring. The trick is to order 
early so that the nurserymen can ship 
your plants while the weather is still 
cool.® 








New Interlaken Seedless 


Deliciously sweet, fine flavored. Entirely 
Seedless. Crisp meaty golden berries are 
just like California grapes but better quality. 


eee s CATALOG lists other new granes 
U Ss, 
y. NEW SHADE TREES, OKNA- 
NENTA LS. 
WRITE FOR FREE COPY Learn About New 
English Walnut. Large Thin Shelled Nuts. HARDY 


AT 25 BELOW ZERO. BEAUTIFUL SHADE 
TREE. GUARANTEED Stock. 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 


543 W. Lake Road Canandaigua, N. Y. 














Write Today For Your 


COPY 


GROW BETTER 


STRAWBERRIES 


A book with A details 5 the famous Eastern Shore 
Strawberry Plant . . Virus-free and bred for bumper 
crops. Also Blueberries Raspberries, Fruit. Nut and 
Shade all best ‘varieties described. with planting 
and culture directions. Write for your FREE copy—NOW 


RAYNER BROS., Salisbury 92, Maryland 
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Garden Events 


March 3-11, Cleveland, Ohio— 
Spring Flower Show. 

March 3-9, Washington, D.C.—Na- 
tional Capital Flower and Garden 
Show, National Guard Armory. 

March 7-9 and 12-14, Williamsburg, 
Va.—Annual Garden Symposium. 

March 8-14, Hartford, Conn.— 
Spring Flower Show. 

March 9-18, Chicago, Ill.—Spring 
Flower Show, The Garden Club 
of Illinois, Prudential Mid-America 
Building. 

March 10-18, Dallas, Tex.—Spring 
Flower Show, Dallas Garden Cen- 
ter, Electric Building. 

March 10-11, Lawrence, Kan.— 
African-Violet Show, Lawrence 
African Violet Club, Community 
Building. 

March 11-17, Boston, Mass.—Spring 
Flower Show, Mechanics Build- 


ing. 

March 11-17, New York, N.Y.—In- 
ternational Flower Show, Wana- 
maker Show Palace. - 


March 12-17, Philadelphia, 
Spring Flower Show. 

March 15, Minneapolis, Minn.— 
African-Violet Show, African 
Violet Clubs of the Twin Cities, 
L. S. Donaldson Co. 

March 17-25, Inglewood, Cal.— 
California International Flower 
Show, Hollywood Park. 

March 23-April 1, Los Angeles, Cal. 
—National Outdoor Living Show, 
Pan Pacific Auditorium. 

March 24-25, Wichita, Kan.—Afri- 
can-Violet Show, Saintpaulia So- 
ciety and the Fantasy African 
Violet Society, Blessed Sacrament 
Recreation Hall. 

Since dates are subject te change, we suggest 


you check with clubs or societies before travel- 
ing to out-of-town shows or meetings. 


Pa.— 














HARDY FERNS 


GRACEFUL and LOVELY 


You willbe delighted with these hardy ferns. 
They brighten difficult shady areas where most 
flowers and grasses fail. Beautiful in shady 
perennial borders and rock gardens. Ideal for 
northern diand naturalizing. 
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Fern) 


Maidenhair Fern—(Adiantum pedatum)—14 i in. 

Lady Fern—(Athyrium felixfemina)—24 in. 

Toothed Wood Fern—(Dryopteris spinulosum)—18 in. 
Cinnamon Fern—(Osmunaa cinnamomea)—36 in. 
Royal Fern—(Osmunda regalis) 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum acrostichoides)—16 in. 
Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulasa)—36 in. 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardia virginiana)—20 in. 


l each or 8 plants for $3.00 
5 each or 40 plants for $14.00 


Write for catalog of Hardy Wildflowers & Ferns, 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, and Gladiolus Bulbs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS — Oakford, Illinois 


the perfect 
ground cover 
for banks and 
shady places 
100 Big Clumps $13.00 (1000, $98) 


For hard-to-mow places plont Myrtle (Vinca Minor), 
the sturdy, neot ground cover thot stays green all 
winter. Beautiful blue flowers in May. Resists insects 
and disease. Our big, heavy clumps with 12 or more 
stems con be planted 2 ft. apart on level, 1% ft. 
on slopes. You cover large areas for little money. 


DWARF FRUITS 


Apples Apricots Cherries 
Pears Peaches Plums 
Sig bearers—easy spray & pick 
2-year-old Any two $8.00 
3-year-old Any two $10.50 
KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Highlands, N. J. Dept. 17-F 











SCENTED LEAF 


Interesting leaf shapes 
and scents, Rose, Fruit, 
Lemon, Mint, Oak Leaf, 
etc., and several with 
intriguing Pungent 
scent. Shipped Post- 
paid, sefe arrival guar- 
anteed 


8 for $3 
50 for $16 


e WRITE FOR NEW 
1956 FREE CATALOG 


WILSON BROS. 


P.O. Box 48-C , Indiana 
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Rhododendrons in Midwest and South 


[From Pace 60] dendrons in districts 
with alkaline soil must be planted in 
beds; even if only one specimen is to 
‘be planted, an area no less than 4 feet 
square should be prepared. 

Southern coastal regions are seldom 
troubled by poor drainage but Mid- 
western gardeners are often plagued by 
an underlayer of dense clay which ob- 
structs the movement of rainwater 
through the subsoil. It is a waste of 
money and effort to plant rhododen- 
drons in such a location because their 
roots must have a loose, well-aerated 
growing medium. If the soil becomes 
waterlogged, the plants quickly die from 
lack of air. A simple test can be made 
at any site by digging a hole 2 feet in 
diameter and flat at the bottom and 
filling it with water to a depth of 2 
inches. If the water seeps away within 
6 or 8 hours, the drainage is satisfactory 
for rhododendrons. If water still re- 
mains, the drainage must be improved 
by using tiles or by sloping the bottom 
of the bed toward a well that is filled 
with coarse rocks. This well should 
be large enough to hold a 2-inch layer of 
water that drains from the bed. Another 
method of correcting faulty drainage is 
to raise the bed 18 inches above the 
ground level, using a low retaining wall 
to hold the soil. In no case should a 
planting site be chosen which is lower 
than the surrounding ground lest alka- 
line surface water flow into the bed to 
cause a rapid reduction of acidity. 

Where the soil is naturally alkaline 
it should be replaced to a depth of 2 
feet with a prepared acid mixture. A 
good width is 4% feet. If the plants 
are to be placed in a single row, the 
bed should be about 4% feet wide. An 
8-foot width allows a more pleasing and 
informal arrangement, supplementing 
rhododendrons with ferns, lilies, colum- 
bines, bluebells and other wild flowers 
which thrive in loose, acid soil. At the 
bottom of the excavation, place 4 inches 
of coarse stone or cinder rubble and on 
top of this place the soil mixture. In 
Hammond, Indiana, one successful gar- 
dener uses 50 per cent coarse European 
peat, 25 per cent rotted leaves and 25 
per cent sandy topsoil. An enthusiast 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, who has a 
large flourishing collection of rhodo- 
dendrons, uses a mixture of 35 per cent 
leafmold, 20 per cent imported peat, 
15 per cent sand and 30 per cent top- 
soil to replace the heavy clay soil. 

Various other formulas can be used 
incorporating old pine needles, spent 
tanbark, rotted cottonseed hulls, de- 
cayed sawdust and similar organic ma- 
terials which may be available locally, 
but all successful growers use a mixture 
which contains at least 50 per cent 
vegetable matter. If fresh sawdust or 
other undecayed organic materials are 
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used to supply the humus, it is necessary 
to broadcast over the surface of the bed 
1 pound of ammonium sulfate for each 
wheelbarrow load used; this material 
will supply nitrogen, replacing that used 
by bacteria in breaking down the organic 
matter. In Texas pure peatmoss is often 
used in raised beds. In providing the 
proper growing medium, aim for a 
porous, aerated medium which will re- 
main loose, yet retain both moisture and 
acidity. 

Where alkalinity is a problem, FTE 
(fritted trace elements) should be in- 
corporated as a part of every soil mix- 
ture. The use of this material allows 
considerable variation in acidity without 
adversely affecting the plants. 

The bed should be built up 8 inches 
above the ground level so that it will 
remain several inches above grade after 
the prepared mixture has settled. This 
practice prevents nearby alkaline sur- 
face water from draining into the bed. 

After the bed has been thus com- 
pleted, copperas (ferrous sulfate) is 
broadcast over it at the rate of 5 pounds 
per 100 square feet and, several days 
after being watered in, the acidity of 
the soil is tested. it should test between 
pH 4.0 and 4.5. Copperas should be 
added until this acidity is attained. 

When the plants are received from 
the nursery they are always balled and 
burlapped. In unfavorable climates it 
is important to expose 2 or 3 inches of 
the root ends by washing away the soil 
on the outside of the rootball. Then 
when the plants are placed in the bed, 
the roots will be in contact with the 
prepared soil mixture and the plant will 
become established quickly. Rhodo- 
dendrons must be planted at the same 
depth as they grew in the nursery. 

After they are in place the plants are 
mulched with 2 or 3 inches of organic 
material such as pine needles, leaves of 
hardwoods, bagasse, rotted sawdust, 
wood chips, cottonseed hulls, tobacco 
stems, tung nut pomace, spent hops, 
ground corncobs, or imported peat, your 
choice depending upon cost and con- 
venience. A good mulch will retain 
moisture and reduce soil temperature 
so is extremely important in uncon- 
genial climates. It should be renewed 
each fall because it gradually disinte- 
grates, adding vital humus to the soil. 
Even the best coarse imported peat lasts 
but about eight years in the soil. Leaf- 
mold lasts only a year. 

In the Chicago district and in similar 
severe Midwestern climates, expert gar- 
deners cover the permanent mulch with 
an 8-inch mulch of leaves (preferably 
oak) in the late fall for extra winter 
protection, and then remove three- 
quarters of leaf layer the next spring. 

The now be 
watered well. Your careful initial prep- 





ROOT FEEDING 
MADE EASY 





New you can have heeolthy, luxu- 
riant root fed trees and shrubs with- 
ovt the back breaking lebor of 
pounding hundreds of holes in soil. 
The automatic pile driver action of Pok-A- 
Heol’s hammer weight does the work. You 
drive holes to fertilize tree cond shrub feeder 
roots for healthy downwerd growth by 
simply lifting and releasing the sliding steel 
weight on the shaft. A child can easily drive 
holes up to 24” deep even in heavy clay. 
Only $9.95 postpaid. $10.95 W. of Denver. 
Money beck guarantee. 
RICHARDS MERCHANDISING, INC. 

Dept. FG-3 * 2424 Euclid Ave. Cleveland 15, Ohio 
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New book with 300 photos tells and 
shows all you need to know about the 
exciting new rage from Japan 


THE ART OF GROWING 


MINIATURE TREES 


PLANTS & LANDSCAPES 
Japanese Bonsai & Bonkei Adopted to U. S. Conditions 


By TATSUO ISHIMOTO. Dwarf trees — 
whole gardens —that you can grow in a hand- 
ful of earth, indoor or outdoors! Step-by-step 
instructions on this ancient Japanese art 
which, like Flower Arrangement, is winning 
-growing popularity nm America. By the 
author of The Art of Flower Arrangement. 
Only $2.95. Order from crown pus- 
LisnEers, Dept.Cll, 419 4th Ave., N. Y. 16. 
Save postage by remitting now. Refund in 10 
days if not delighted. 








KILL SCALE 


red mite 
aphis 


and other 
insects 


SCALECIDE 


Before new growth starts — your 
trees, shrubs, and ornamentals need a 
real cleaning up to prevent damage 
from overwintering insects. 

Play safe by spraying with Scalecide 
—the Superior Dormant Spray and 
most reliable general clean up spray 
for over 50 years. 

Scaiecide kills scale, red mite, aphis, 
bud moth, case bearer and any other 
pest that can be controlled at this time 
by any spray or combination of sprays. 
It gives your trees and plants a good 
clean start for healthy growth. 
Scalecide is easy to use, and eco- 
nomical—one gallon makes 50 gallons 
of spray. 1 pint, 85c; 1 qt., $1.25; 1 
gal., $3.00.* Get Scalecide now from 
your seed, hardware or garden supply 
store. If your dealer cannot supply you, 
order direct. 


*Prices slightly higher 
West of Mississippi River 


Use Pratt’s Sprays 
— for Every Need 
D-X Insect Spray 


Pratt’s Shot Gun Garden Spray or Dust 


Pratt’s 72% Chlordane for Termites 
and Ants 


Pratt's Fruit Tree Spray 
Pratt’s Rose & Floral Spray 
D-X Aero Spray 


Write for free Spray Program 


B. G. PRATT CO. 
197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N. J. 
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aration of the beds will be fully repaid 
when you find your rhododendrons 
neither drowned in the wet weather nor 
destroyed by drought in midsummer. 
Many rhododendrons in the Midwest 
were unwittingly killed during the severe 
droughts of 1953 and 1954, when they 
were watered to the point where the 
soil became waterlogged and the plants 
smothered. If rhododendrons wilt badly 
when the soil is already moist, do not 
flood the roots with additional water, 
but, instead, refresh the foliage with a 
light sprinkling in the evening. Most 
gardeners are overly alarmed when they 
see the leaves of their rhododendrons 
curl and droop forlornly in the heat and 
low humidity of midsummer. The plants 
will recover completely as temperatures 
moderate and rains return. 

A successful Missouri gardener soaks 
the beds thoroughly every two weeks 
and sprays the foliage lightly several 
times a week in time of severe drought. 
In the North routine watering must be 
stopped in mid-August so the plants will 
start to mature and harden their tissues 
to withstand the subzero winter weather. 
However, the soil should be moist when 
it freezes for the winter. 

In districts where the soil is naturally 
alkaline there will be a gradual neu- 
tralization of the acidity in the planting 
beds. Also, the water supply usually is 
non-acid and the more it is used for 
irrigation, the faster the acidity will be 
lost. In one instance where rhododen- 
drons were watered twice a month from 
May to October using alkaline city 
water (pH 9.0), it was necessary to 
apply copperas in both spring and 
autumn. All who live in a district of 
normally alkaline soils should test the 
rhododendron beds twice a year so that 
copperas can be used promptly when- 
ever the acidity declines. 

It is important to buy own-root rho- 
dodendrons, not grafted plants, for 
planting in uncongenial climates. They 
are conspicuously superior. The best 
size to buy is 15- to 18-inch specimens, 
well branched and with dense foliage 
to shade the ground beneath them. 
Those in the South and the Midwest 
who have never grown rhododendrons 
before would be wise to start with the 
hybrid R. roseum elegans which has 
proved outstanding in its ability to thrive 
despite heat and low humidity. It has 
fine lavender pink flowers, grows com- 
pactly and is available from almost 
every rhododendron nursery. 

The following rhododendrons of iron- 
clad hardiness have also proved success- 
ful in many gardens where climate and 
soil are commonly thought to be un- 
suitable: R. catawbiense album, white; 
BOULE DE NEIGE, white, early; CHARLES 
Dickens, red; Dr. H. C. DRESSELHUYs, 
red; R. Everestianum, rosy lilac; Lapy 
ARMSTRONG,spink; Mrs. C, S. SARGENT, 
rose. 
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feed and seed Now! 
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Send for this practical and 
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By editors of LAWN 
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with Scotts Research. 


Colorfully illustrated — 
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Make and sell corsages, arrangements, wreaths, 
centerpieces, sprays, holiday, wedding and special 
occasion designs. Use real flowers, dried materials, 
evergreens. We show you how. Train at home and 
work into your own profitable business or earn 
good salary as designer. Our Home Study method 
trains you quickly: many earn from very first 
lesson. Hundreds of successful students recom- 
mend our course. Write for free information 
or send $1 for illustrated booklet, “How to Make 
33 Arrangements.” 

WER cinco ich, ! 
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From the latitude of Baltimore, Cin- 
cinnati and Kansas City southward there 
is less need for hardiness. The follow- 
ing rhododendrons are well suited to 
the climate and finer in quality than 
the foregoing list, though probably just 
a little harder to please: BAGSHOT RuBy, 
red; BLUE PeTeR, pale lavender blue; 
CYNTHIA, bright rose, stands exposure; 
GOMER WATERER, white; PURPLE 
SPLENDOR, deep purple, stands expo- 
sure; LADY CLEMENTINA MITFORD, 
peach pink; MADAME B. DE BRUIN, 
bright red; Mars, deep true red; THE 
BRIDE, white. 

Still farther south, where even less 
cold-hardiness is required, there are 
about ten rhododendrons of the very 
finest quality which have grown well in 
numerous gardens. They are not likely 
to prove completely winter-hardy under 
average conditions north of Tulsa, Nash- 
ville, Knoxville, Winston-Salem and 
Durham, and they need a little more 
shade and shelter than those in the first 
two lists. The more the heat and atmos- 
pheric dryness can be tempered, the 
better they will grow: BETTY WORMALD, 
pink; BRITANNIA, crimson; COUNTESS 
oF ATHLONE, mauve; JAN DEKENS, 
pink; EARL OF ATHLONE, blood red; 
LopER’s WHITE, white; MARINUS 
KOsTER, pink; NAoMI, pink shades; 
PINK PEARL, pink; UNKNOWN WARRIOR, 
bright red. 

It would be misleading to give the 
impression that rhododendrons can be 
grown in the South and Midwest with 
the same casual attention that they re- 
ceive in more favored climates. But 
neither do they_require the fussy watch- 
fulness and constant concern which are 
usually associated with plants in a for- 
eign environment. The initial planting 
may be laborious but once in place the 
rhododendrons I have recommended 
will give a gratifying account of them- 
selves.—Davip G. Leacu, Brookville, 
Pennsylvania.® 


Garden Violets 


[FROM PaGeE 60] variety that blooms 
early and is well formed; RIVINIANA 
ALPINE, a small, low-growing dainty 
plant which blooms abundantly and 
grows well in the sun; VICTORY VIOLET, 
a larger-growing variety that has very 


fragrant, long-lasting flowers often up | 


to 2 inches across on stems 10 inches 
long and is sturdy, growing in either sun 
or shade; PRINCE OF WALES, a very 
large variety with big soft-lavender 
flowers that is a favorite for exhibiting; 
La FRANCE, with brilliant purple flowers, 
long stems, and bright green leaves; 
QUAKER Lapy, which is especially popu- 
lar in Pennsylvania, produces early in 
the season lilac-colored blooms with 
white centers; BLUE SKIEs, of the cuspi- 
data type and blooming heavily, is one 
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The GOOD EARTH 


contains many unseen enemies of 
FLOWERS © SHRUBS © LAWNS © VEGETABLES 


Shocking — but true. These enemies attack the roots of your plants 
—causing discolored foliage, sickly plants and shriveled vegetables. 
Foliage sprays do not kill them. 


That's why Fumi-Soil is the insecticide you have been waiting 
for. Fumi-Soil contains Ethylene Dibromide, a powerful insecticide 
in a small green gelatin capsule. It kills NEMATODES, WIRE- 
WORMS, ANTS, GRUBS, GARDEN CENTIPEDES, SOWBUGS 
and rids your soil of LANDCRABS and MOLES. Just place the 
capsules in your seed bed or near the roots of established perennial 
plants—it’s that simple. Fumi-Soil is economical—and it's safe— 
fumes are released after the capsules are covered in the ground— 
capsules can be handled safely with the bare hands. 


Soil fumigation with Ethylene Dibromide is a proven method 
of controlling soil-borne pests. Cotton and tobacco farmers, com- 
mercial flower and vegetable growers have used it for years. The 
results are phenomenal! 


Now, you can enjoy the benefits of soil fumigation with Ethylene 
Dibromide—Fumi-Soil makes it possible. It assures healthier flowers, 
shrubs and vegetables. 


a RY PM ae, 


—— —___—_=m Ask your dealer for Fumi-Soil today or return 
_ the coupon to us. We suggest the 200-size pack- 
KILL SOIL PESTS age for the average home. Spring is the best 

ANTS »CENTIPCDES = GE time to apply Fumi-Soil—order now. 








SHERMAN LABORATORIES C) Parcel Post Prepaid 


Agricultural Division (J COD Parcel Post 
5031 Grandy, Detroit 11, Mich Collect 
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Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules 


No. of pkgs. Pkg. Size Price Each 
peametiianne 24 $1.45 


100 3.95 


Actual Size 
200 ma > 


SOLD ON A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Capsule 











Special Low Price! GREEN THOUGHTS 
‘ , DAYLILIES IN WHITE WINTER 


| plants 


Nearer than you think is the day you will 
& $ 00 want to get at your 1956 lawn. All the 
more reason why you should get the facts 


tes | 


PALE CREAMS TO DEEP RED on (1) SUPERTURF Lawn Seed and its 


Big, Lovely, 5” to 12” anes This Year! three-formula system, and (2) all the se- 
Hardy y easy-t0-grow Daylilies at lowest prices. Besu- crets of lawn building in the 40-page Super- 
colors 


tiful rgeous May to frost. Love- WN-O- IDE. Answ - 
lier each year. Shipped at planting time. Order Now turf LAWN-O-GU aswers all ques 
—4 luxurious varieties, ppd. in U.S., only $1.00 tions, illustrated, thumb-indexed. Get 
(no C.O.D.) Big new color catalog of Peonies, : 

Iris & Daylilies FREE with order. OR send 25c it from your nearest dealer, or send 10¢ 
for catalog & get FREE Dwarf Iris! to Mock Seed Company, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 
Gilbert H. Wild & Son, Dept. FG-36, Sarcoxie, Mo. 
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TAKIL GEM NEW ICE-BOX WATERMELON 
Ever eat a 
WHOLE WATERMELON??? 


You can if you grow Takii Gems, for they are 
only 5 to 6 inches in diameter and there are 
only a few small seeds in the juicy, bright red, 
deliciously flavored flesh. The vines are small, 
but vigorous and productive, assuring a late 
summer crop because they ripen earlier than 
most watermelons. 


Send For Our FREE Catalog Today 


With its beautiful illustrations of vegetables 
and flowers, honest descriptions, and helpful 
cultural directions, it’s the most up-to-date 
garden guide availiable. 


JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC. 
57 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 
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New “Exotic Hybrid” Gladiolus 


An entirely new concept of gladiolus 
for home and floral use. Most varie- 
ties have double flowers, in shades 
of cream, pink, orchid, red etc. 

Sister Elizabeth Kenny (Pat. App. 
For) has eight long lacy petals. Or- 
chid driftwood, oddly shaped double 
florets in a beautiful lavendar orchid 
shade, gives a driftwood effect in 
floral arrangements. Arthur C. Koer- 
ner (Pat. App. For) a hybridizers 
masterpiece. Beautiful red with florets 
of up to 18 petals. 

New “Exotic Hybrids” are ac- 
claimed by garden clubbers, floral 
arrangers and florists. Write now for 
free catalog giving full descriptions. 


KUNDERD GLADIOLUS FARMS 


DEPT. F.D. GOSHEN, IND. 


FREE ADVANGE COPY SPRING CATALOG 


_ pages 4 unusual and hard-to-find 

ies for African 

soplis, Gloxinias, Geronivms Azaleas, all green- 
house a indoor plants. yy from potting 
mixes and plant ode to large aluminum plant 
stands ef beopoaeer van lighted plant carts. Largest 
g specializing in supplies for 
indoor pinaie and greenhouse. Send now for your 
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of the best blue varieties; ARTIsT’s DeE- 
LIGHT, whose rainbow-hued flowers are 
many pastel shades blending blue, pink 
and yellow tones, the color depending 
upon the acidity or alkalinity of the 
soil. 

White: WuiteE Dove, a large single- 
flowered variety with long stems and 
glistening satin-white flowers; ALASKA 
Wire, which will grow in unfavorable 
locations, producing very fragrant large 
white, long-stemmed flowers early in the 
season; SWANLEY, blooming exception- 
ally early, having double white flowers 
which look almost ball-like when fully 
open and small pointed, pale green 
leaves. 

Pink: ROCHELLE, which blooms over 
a six-month period, producing extremely 
fragrant clear soft pink blooms (color is 
deeper when the plant is growing in 
partial shade). 

Red: ORIENTAL Lapy with abundant 
bright red blooms, each having two up- 
right petals, the flowers being small 
early in the season and quite large later; 
AUSTRALIAN RED whose small deep rose 
red flowers and small leaves make this 
variety attractive in specialized settings 
where it is not overpowered by larger 
plants. 

Yellow: THE OAK VIOLET, a native 
of California that bears clear yellow 
flowers on tall stems and has round, 
clear green leaves; CANARY TALL YEL- 
Low, one of the pubescens type, has 
several small delicate pale yellow flowers 
that are streaked with black on each 
stem.—DonaLD P. Watson, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, Michi- 
gan.® 


Perennials in the South 


[FROM PaGE 61] annual color is spars- 
est. Closely planted groups or masses of 
perennials give pleasing color effects 
and, when planted in heavy clumps in 
the shrub borders, lighten the whole 
area with color. 

Most of the perennials that thrive 
in the South are strong, husky species 
that are able to take considerable pun- 
ishment. If grown for several years in 
one location, these plants usually es- 
tablish strong root systems that enable 
them to undergo long periods of heat 
and drought. Even with all the many 
virtues of perennials, we cannot hope to 
create the pleasing color effects achieved 
in the colder areas where perennials are 
used exclusively to form long borders. 
Down here better, more pleasing results 
can be gained by using perennials to 
supplement the annuals and to add 
variety in color, weight and form to the 
shrub border. 

Since we expect most perennials to 
remain undisturbed for a few years at 
least, a little extra attention should be 
given to preparing the soil and setting 
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JAPAN BELL-FLOWER 


The Doubie-flowered Platycodon, showy, 
long-lived, long in bloom. Semi-double 
flowers, rich blue or white. Perennial. 3 
roots for $1.70; 10 for $4.50, post-paid. 
Illustrated catalog. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. Z. 
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World’s First and Only 
DO-IT-YOURSELF 
DELUXE FULL NATURAL COLOR 


“ é¢” CATALOG — 


GUIDEBOOK 


This famous, DO-IT-YOURSELF cata- 
log tells YOU how to grow 20 types of 
IRIS and use each effectively in your 
garden; shows you how to select varie- 
ties by colors, season, heights, cultural 
requirements etc. Tells how to hybrid- 
ize Iris and create your own new 
varieties. 


Rare, Strange, Unusual Iris 


700 varieties from all over the world. Many 
seldom-seen types for special uses, such as 
corsages, flower arrangements, rock jardens, 
pot culture, exhibition, and for b in 
spring, summer, fall and winter. More true- 
to-life color plates than ever. Many rare 
and new Iris in color for the first time. 
Many offerings not cvailable elsewhere. 


$5 Iris FREE 
with Order from Catalog 


To introduce you to my complete Iris 
collection of hardy, mountain-grown 
stock, I make this unprecedented offer 
—when you send 25¢ for ne > a 
send you a CREDIT CERTIFIC good 
for. a FREE Iris with aur order 
from the catalog. 


~~~ Don't Delay—Mail COUPON Today === 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 
Dept. F-3, Placerville, California 
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COLOR CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK and ,; 
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a dozen colorful $5 Iris FREE, including , 
such famous beauties as STRATHMORE, ,; 
REAL GOLD, ORIENTAL GLORY, MAY- ; 
TIME and FANCYANCY. This great offer is 
made for a limited time to introduce my ' 
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the plants. The beds for annuals are 
made for one season only, but those 
for perennials should be expected to last 
for several years before being remade. 
The soil should be spaded deeper than 
would normally be done for annuals (at 
least a foot) and a liberal amount of 
plant food should be mixed well down 
to the bottom of the bed. 

In the South most of our soils need 
additional humus. A spread of 2 or 3 
inches of well rotted cow manure mixed 
well into the soil will tend both to im- 
prove its texture and supply the needed 
nutrients. If manure is not available, 
use leafmold, peatmoss or other com- 
mercial humus, adding about 3 pounds 
of a high grade fertilizer for each 100 
square feet of bed area. But whatever 
kind of plant food you use, be sure to 
mix it right down to the bottom of the 
bed; this is quite important as you need 
to encourage the roots to go as deep as 
they will; and the deeper they go the 
better your plants will stand the hot dry 
days ahead. 

Here are some perennials that grow 
satisfactorily through the mid-South and 
some which will thrive well down to the 
Gulf Coast and into Florida: 

Asclepias is a native which is finding 
its way into many gardens. The usual 
height is about 20 inches, the foliage 
is a bit coarse, but the flat heads of 
orange-red flowers are pleasing. It is 
exceptionally deep rooted and stands up 
well under the driest of summers. 

Baptisia, sometimes called false in- 








Ordinary surface fer- 
tilizing causes shal- 
low roots, 





The secret of 
luxuriant bloom 


Your garden and house plants bloom | pry tocai fertilizing 

like magic with this liquid food ee ee. eee 
You can have bigger, better, more beautiful flowers 
and plants by using Plant Marvel. It supplies growth- 
building food in liquid form, increases root develop- 
ment and builds sturdier plants the way nature does. 
Roses, peonies, tuberous begonias, gladiolus and all 
annuals like asters, salvia and other garden favorites 
respond quickly to Plant Marvel’s unique formula 
with more, larger and lovelier blooms. Feed them at 
planting time and throughout the season. It reduces 
shock, eliminates wilting and produces healthier 
plants. So economical one pound feeds twelve rose 
bushes for the entire season. 


Majority of 





Plant Marvel soaks 
deep. Is immediately 
absorbed by wide- 
spread root system 
Plant responds vigor 
ously at once. 











digo, grows to a height of about 3 feet 
and has 6-inch spikes of dark blue 
flowers. Stands drought and heat well. 

Butterfly-lily (Hedychium coronarium) 
grows to 5 or 6 feet, has canna-like 
foliage, and fragrant, white flowers 
which appear in late summer. It grows 


National Winners 
African Violet Show 
Use PLANT MARVEL 
The majority of the 
top honors and 
ribbons at the Na- 
tional African Vio- 


NEW! 


KILLS 


ROSE SPRAY 


let Convention were 
won with plants 
raised on Plant 
Marvel...and every 
year sees the per- 
centage increase. 


TRY IT NOW—AT OUR RISK 
Try Plant Marvel on your plants. See them 
respond with new life, luxuriant growth, 
within a week. If you are not more than 
satisfied return the can for your money back 
- : in full. Buy Plant Marvel at your florist or 
a revival of interest. The new garden garden supply shop er send $1.25 with 
types will enable anyone to have a color- coupon for enough te make 250 gallons, 


ful garden for many weeks during late 
fall. 
Shasta daisies are too well known to 
require comment here. Many times 
these admirable plants die out after a “feed as you wailer” 


heavy crop of bloom. In my experience, FREE SAMPLE 

I have found that shade from other SEND COUPON 

plants will invariably result in loss of the | Name 
daisies. Give them plenty of sunlight | 
and perfect drainage. 

Day-lilies or hemerocallis are perhaps 
the most popular of all perennial flowers 
in the South and Southwest, where they 
have proved highly dependable. The 
new varieties, new colors and ease of 


INSECTS 


Press the but- 
ton and poof! 

. the job is done! Fine 
mist kills instantly. Protects 
roses, other garden plants 
against aphids, Japanese 
beetles, spider mites, other 
insect pests. Powerful but 
gentle. Won’t harm bloom 
or foliage. $1.49 postpaid. 


under normal garden conditions but will 
be happier with a bit of extra moisture. 

Cannas are regaining popularity 
thanks to the new dwarf varieties which 
are superior to the old tall-growing 
types. Give them deep soil, full sun 
and a little extra watering during the 
dry seasons. 

Chrysanthemums are one of our old- 
est flowers and are now experiencing 
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(-D Ship 1 1b. can of Plant Marvel. | enclose $1.25. 
(0 Ship 5 Ib. can of Plant Marvel. | enclose $4.50. 


(C Ship Rose Spray insecticide Spray. | enclose $1.49. 622 West 119th St., Dept. FG-36, Chicago 28, Ill. 
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AERATOR 


- ++ @eration of your 
lawn is @ must in 
dry summer and fall 
months. Help lawn 
retain moisture, gets 
food and air to 

grass roots. 
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QD awn sweeper 


- .. saves hours of 
“clean-up” time. Saves 
days of backaches. 
Extra large capac- 
ity. Rugged tubular . 
construction. 
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GARDEN 
WHEELBARROW 


...just the right 
size, ball bearing, 
tubSlor steel 
frame, heavy 
gauge tray. 
Priced right. 
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GID and DUNHAM? 
LAWN ROLLERS 


- +. @ must for Spring 
care of the established 
lawn. Also for new 
seeding and grading 
Adjustable weight.- 
Scraper bar. 


Ohio Machine Products, Inc. 
Columbus 11, Ohio 


For more information write to: 
John H. Graham & Co. Inc., Dept. FG 
105 Duane 5t., New York 8, N. Y. 
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GROW PRIZE WINNING FLOWERS EVERY MONTH 
OF THE YEAR. Learn the sure, easy methods and 
short cuts of professional growers. EARN BIG 
MONEY full or spare time. Our easy-to-understand 
Home Study Lessons and Growin hedules train 
you to grow successfully and profitably. Sell from 
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mation or student news- 
letter, The 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
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culture are making new friends for 
them everywhere. 

Eupatorium is a native to the South 
and is finding its way into many of our 
best gardens. The profusion of small 
sky-blue flowers appearing on 2- to 3- 
foot plants in late fall is always wel- 
come. It is quite showy and very easy 
to grow. 

Gaillardia is fine for hot dry situa- 
tions. Plants and flowers are almost 
identical with the annual form. 

Transvaal daisies (Gerberia Jamesoni) 
thrive right down to the Gulf Coast 
(they are a favorite in New Orleans) 
and deep into Florida. The plants form 
large clumps, are vigorous and deep 
rooted. The large, daisy-like, pastel- 
colored flowers continue right through 
the season until killed by frost. 

Sunflowers (Helianthus floridanus), 
with 6-foot stems carrying lots of single, 
golden yellow flowers in October pro- 
vide brilliant color in the fall. Though 
one rarely sees them in cultivation, 
they definitely do brighten up the 
border. They will grow almost any- 
where. ? 

Lathyrus is the perennial form of the 
popular sweet pea. It climbs to a height 
of several feet and blooms over a long 
season. Requires no coddling. 

Physostegia can easily become a weed 
in rich deep soil, but the four-sided 
stems are interesting and the foliage 
lovely. Then in summer when the long 
spikes of lavender flowers begin to open 
they are welcome in our garden. 

Iris have a definite place in Southern 
gardens: the bearded type does well 
through the mid-South; and along the 
Gulf Coast and in Florida the fine na- 
tives, including the popular Louisianas, 
are dependable. 

Ophiopogon in its various forms is 
perhaps the most valuable plant for 
permanent edging available to Southern 
gardeners. It makes a year-round, neat 
edging that requires practically no atten- 
tion. In addition to the several species 
with green foliage, there are also 
variegated forms. 

Phlox will thrive in every section of 
the South. In New Orleans the low- 
growing, very early blue Phlox divari- 
cata is a favorite; through the middle 
and northern zones the tall P. paniculata 
makes a fine show in early summer; and 
P. subulata often wrongfully called 
thrift is dependable almost everywhere. 

Rudbeckia or golden-glow grows 3 
to 4 feet high and its heavy crop of 
fully double, golden yellow flowers in 
late summer adds a light cheerful note 
to the borders. 

Gentian salvia (S. patens) reaches a 
height of about 2 feet and has ultra- 
marine blue flowers, while S. farinacea 
grows to 3 or 4 feet, has silver foliage 
and lavender flowers. Both bloom over 
a long season. 

Stokesia or Stokes aster is a fine 
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MICHIGAN WHITE-THE DAHLIA SUPER SUPREME 
SPECIAL OFFER One of America’s finest dahlias, Send 
only 50 cts. in coin or stamps for 1 root of this famous 
dahlia post paid together with our 1956 catalogue of 
Michigan's Finest dahlias, new plastic labels plant bands 
and other supplies, order today. 

CATALOGUE FREE. 


HILL DAHLIA NURSERIES. 
185 Weich Ave. Battie Creek, Mich. 











HOWDY, GARDENER, 


Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER 
from our mutual friend, 
your local magazine 
dealer? He'll be glad to 
help you become a regu- 
lar FLOWER GROWER 
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perennial and native to some sections 
of the South. It is low-growing, produc- 
ing large aster-like, blue flowers over a 
long season. It is one of the finest com- 
panions for hemerocallis and will thrive 
in almost any soil, in sun or partial 
shade. 

In addition to those already men- 
tioned, there are many native perennials 
whose beauty and ease of culture justify 
the extensive use of them in our 
gardens. 

Among them are asters, coreopsis, 
erythrina, liatris, rudbeckia (single- 
flowered species) and tradescantia.— 
BEN ARTHUR Davis, Meridian, Missis- 
sippi.® 


Primulas 


[FRoM PaGE 61] is exceptionally fa- 
vorable. 

For the beginner, particularly if he 
lives in the Midwest or South, the 
polyanthus is the best primula to choose 
to start a collection. It is as foolproof 
as any and the most rewarding in terms 
of color range, flower size and rate of 
growth. It is evergreen or nearly so, 
depending upon the latitude, and the 
many-flowered clusters of bloom rise a 
foot above the ground. 

There are three other primulas that 
are of almost equally rugged constitu- 
tion. Although all members of the 
genus primula are often called prim- 
roses» the one to which the name was 
originally applied was P. vulgaris. Its 
foliage is like that of the poliyanthus, 
but its single-stalked flowers easily dis- 
tinguish it from the clustered inflor- 
escence of its hybrid. Occasionally, 
however, some of the modern strains of 
P. vulgaris tend to produce small low 
clusters toward the end of the blooming 
season. The color range is not quite as 
extensive as that of the polyanthus but 
the yellows, pinks and crimsons are 
good, and the shades of blue are par- 
ticularly outstanding. Because of the 
habit of bloom, the plant seldom ex- 
ceeds a height of 8 inches. Nurserymen 
in this country usually list this species as 
acaulis although vulgaris is the correct 
name. 

Even more dwarf than the true prim- 
rose are P, Juliae and its hybrids, the 
Juliana primroses. Some of these are 
cushion-like in form and not over 2 
inches high. Others are stalked but not 
more than half the height of the poly- 
anthus. Named varieties of Julianas are 
available and their color range, though 
still limited, will undoubtedly become 
more extensive with further hybridiza- 
tion. 

Strains of the bear’s ear cowslip, 
P. auricula, are highly prized as a show 
flower in Europe, but only the compara- 
tively rugged “garden auricula” is prac- 
ticable for cultivation in most parts of 
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Plant TRAIL BLAZER PLUMS 


The All-Purpose Tree for SHADE, FRUIT, FLOWERS and 
BEAUTIFUL FOLIAGE (Ideal for small gardens) 


A new hybrid all-purpose tree for modern gardens, with masses of 
exquisite blush-white scented flowers in early spring, followed by 


bright red leaves that turn 


red-green and remain on the tree 


until late fall. Bright cherry red fruits, delicious for table use, jams 

and jellies. A graceful shade tree adding beauty to your garden. 
3-4 ft. size: 1 for *3.75, 2 for *6.90 

Well branched specimen trees: 5-6 ft.£6.90 ea., 2 for *12.90 


Dept. F, Rte.1 
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REG. U.S. PAT. F OFF. 


HORTICULTURAL GRADE MILLED 


SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Nature's Finest Growing Medium for Floral 
and Vegetable Seeds, Bulbs, House Plants 


<i 


Highly Recommended by Nurserymen and Growers as 
the perfect medium for almost 


100% SEED GERMINATION 


This sure, successful. method of germinating and 
growing seeds, bulbs, and house plants is now 
available to amateur and home gardeners. Since 
“Nodampoff” is a natural anti-biotic, no chemical 
seed protectants are required or sterilization neces- 
sary for maximum yields. Soil diseases such as 
damping-off just cannot exist when “Nodampoff” 


is used. 


This remarkable 
product grows seed 
safer and faster than 
any known medium. 
It is almost impos- 
sible NOT to be 
successful with “No- 
dampoff” in growing 
hundreds of varie- 


Contents will fill 
pots " 
ties of seeds. 


or several fats. 


$1.25 Postpoia 


sack. 
equivalent te 10 of above 
size, $4.85 Postpaid 


me y- postpaid, anywhere 
n continental’ USA. 


MOSSER LEE, Dept. M MILLSTON, WIS. 


Please a “‘Nodampoff”’ for 6 to 12 pets and flats... .$1.23 ppd. 
Send: 0 **Nedampoff"’ 2 bu. sack equal to 10 of above $4.85 ppd. 
0 “Wisconsin's Pride"’ Long-Fibered Sphagnum $1.00 ppd. 
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“Wisconsin's Pride” 
LONG FIBERED 
Sphagnum Moss 


Absorbs up 


up te 12 pots 
or several 
flats. 


e jeer hee wm | window boxes 


aaa. ropagation 
Hold ts in 
rare i~y Soil 


Keeping A 
and Active 


MOSSER LEE bep.{] MILLSTON WIS. 
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Ride your mowing jobs away— 
with cutter-bar, reel-type, rotary 
or hammer-knife mower. Works 
close around shrubs, trees, walks. 


End the walk-work on your country acres 


with a NEW International CUB 
tractor! 


Lo-Boy 


You'll turn all your walk-work and 
carry-work into enjoyable outdoor 
recreation on the seat of a new 
International Cub Lo-Boy. When 
there’s mowing, hauling, spraying 
to do, snow to be cleared or gar- 
dens to plow and till, the new Cub 
Lo-Boy supplies the easy-riding 
power to do it. 

Compact, maneuverable— the 
Cub Lo-Boy starts, drives as easily 
as a car. Younger members of the 
family take over grown-up jobs, 
for the fun of running it! 

Rugged IH all-tractor quality 

means dependable operation, min- 
imum up-keep. Costs little more 
than walking tractors—does so 
much more, so much easier! 
Ask For a Demonstration— Phone 
your nearby IH tractor dealer . . . 
see your classified telephone direc- 
tory. Or, write International Har- 
vester Co., P. O. Box 7333, Dept. 
FG-3, Chicago 80, Illinois, for more 
information. 


SEE YOUR 


INTERNATIONAL 


International Harvester products pay for themselves 


am 


Makes light work of heavy chores! 
Rear platform carries up to 400 Ibs. 
Alsoavailable, 14 -tondump trailer. 


ag, Pig 


Husky power operates all imple- 
ments for small-acreage — 
Gets in and out of tight places 
easily. 


HARVESTER peace 


in uvse—McCormick Farm Equipment and Farmall Trac- 


tors... Motor Trucks... Crawler and Utility Tractors and Power Units—General Office, Chicago 1, Illinois. 
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this country. Its smooth succulent 
leaves are quite distinct from those of 
the groups previously mentioned. The 
fragrant purple, red, yellow or brown 
flowers are borne on stems intermediate 
in height between the polyanthus and 
the true primrose. It will get along 
with a little more sun and a little less 
water than most of the other primulas 
but, in my experience, is somewhat 
more prone to rot and attack by slugs 
which seem particularly partial to it. 
Therefore it requires a very well- 
drained soil and some protection from 
slugs. 

Most primula plants are compara- 
tively inexpensive. At least one grower 
offers seedlings which will bloom the 
following spring for a price comparable 
to that of bedding annuals. Even large 
divisions are quite reasonably priced. 
However, the most inexpensive method 
is to raise your own plants from seed. 


| If the growing season in your area is 


long, or if a greenhouse is available, 
polyanthus, acaulis, Juliana and garden 
auricula primroses will bloom the fol- 
lowing year from seed sown in early 
spring. 

Primula seed is known to be very 
slow germinating, sometimes taking sev- 
eral years, unless the seed is sown im- 
mediately after harvest. I usually sow 
seed that is at least six months old, 
since I prefer to start them indoors in 
late winter and transplant the seedlings 
to the garden in mid-September. I have 
germinated most acaulis, auricula and 
polyanthus seeds in less than two weeks 
by treating them as recommended by a 
Pacific Coast specialist. 

The seeds are mixed with a few drops 
of water in a small vial and then placed 
in the freezing compartment of the re- 
frigerator for ten days. Twice during 
this period the seeds should be thawed 
out and refrozen. Then the seeds are 
freed of excess water by placing them on 
a towel or blotting paper. They are 
then sown thinly on the surface of soil 
in flats or pots. On two successive days 
they are sprinkled with hot water 
(120°) and then with lukewarm water as 
necessary until they germinate. Re- 
cently I have been able to germinate 
2-year-old seed in less than three weeks 
by this method. Seed may be sown on 
vermiculite or on a mixture of equal 
parts of sand, loam and peatmoss. Un- 
less there are signs of mold, a plate of 
glass should be placed over the pot or 
flat until most of the seed has germi- 
nated. The seeds are not covered with 
soil but after they germinate, sterile 
sand should be sprinkled lightly among 
the seedlings. After several true leaves 
have developed, the seedlings may be 
shifted to roomier quarters or trans- 
planted to permanent positions 4 to 6 
inches apart. 

In northern Indiana the season of 
bloom of the primulas mentioned is 
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from mid-March until early June, de- 
pending upon the weather and the va- 
riety. The Julianas and some of the 
acaulis strains are the earliest. One of 
my sky-blue acaulis, growing in a shel- 
tered position, is often in bloom with 
the snowdrops, and some of my largest 
polyanthas bloom with the iris. 

The acaulis and polyanthas should be 
divided at least every other year by 
separating the clumps into individual 
crowns. It is often recommended that 
this be done immediately after bloom- 
ing, but in regions where the summers 
are hot and dry this practice may result 
in considerable loss unless the divisions 
are kept well watered. Division in early 
fall is much safer if the plants can be 
protected from heaving during the win- 
ter by covering with evergreen boughs. 
Division in early spring is perhaps the 
safest but it may postpone blooming. 

Winter protection is necessary pri- 
marily to prevent heaving from the 
ground and rapid temperature changes. 
Spruce, fir or hemlock boughs are _par- 
ticularly good as a protective cover; 
a heavy covering of straw or leaves will 
favor rot. Where there is considerable 
snow, no mulch is necessary. 

The general culture requirements of 
these primulas are simple. They enjoy 
a fairly rich soil but will tolerate the 
competition of roots of many deciduous 
trees and shrubs. My most successful 
plantings have been in the shade of fruit 
trees or shrubs. The soil should have a 
high humus content and be well drained. 
Since my garden soil drains very quickly 
and is sandy, I incorporate in it leaf- 
mold or well-soaked peatmoss which 
adds humus and increases the soil’s 
water-holding capacity. A heavy soil 
could be lightened with tobacco powder 
and peatmoss. Inorganic fertiliers should 
be avoided, but fish meal, cottonseed 
meal or manure are all excellent. Dur- 
ing the spring and summer abundant 
moisture will produce the best growth, 
but the species mentioned, when 
planted in suitable soil in the shade re- 
quire no more water than zinnias. 

Diseases and insects are usually not 
serious problems. Red spider, which 
occasionally shows up during dry 
periods, can be easily controlled by any 
of the newer miticides. Crown rot will 
usually not occur if the soil is porous 
and the plants are not covered with 
heavy mulches. Slugs can be controlled 
with poison bait. 

After you have made a start with the 
most adaptable members of the primula 
group, you may want to experiment with 
the tall, later-flowering candelabra prim- 
roses and others which have more ex- 
acting requirements. But for most gar- 
deners living in dry, warm regions, the 
rainbow colors of the polyanthus and 
the true primrose will continue to be 
the mainstay—JoHN A. JuMpP, Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind. 
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MAGIC CARPET 


All 20 for ONLY $9.95 (catalog value $16.00) 
or Select any 10 for ONLY $5.95 
Select any 5 for ONLY $3.50 


Labeled & postpaid 


MARBLE IRIS GARDENS / “is: pe | 


Pleasant Avenue, Grandview, Washington 





Healthy Abjenien auton in 


soil that Aly: ssum damping-of. 
hod been treated with PANO-DRENCH. y mp 


Same seed lo 
soil except no drenching. (U. of Calif. " photo) 


Magic new chemical 
ends damping-off 


Now there’s an easy and inexpen- 


after application, without injury to 
sive way to protect your flower seed- 


seeds or 





lings from damping- off. It’s Pano- 
DRENCH ... the magic liquid that 
sterilizes soil with a single drenching. 
by commercia) greenhouse 
operators in their flower and orna- 
mental flats, PANO-DRENCH has be- 
come an excellent replacement for 
expensive steam sterilization to con- 
trol damping off. 
You need no expensive — 
an ordinary sprink 


‘an you can plant aniodintaly 


lings. 

PaNO-DRENCH cost is low because 
a little goes such a long way. Mixed 
with water, a one-ounce bottle 
makes 18 gallons of drench 
— to treat 125 square feet of 
soil! 

NO MORE REPLANTING 
Protect your seedli from damp- 
ing-eff and other soi es fun- 

diseases with new PANo- 
Bamecn. Available at your "® 
supply store. 


K Pano-drench' 


Manufactured by Panogen, Inc., Ringwood, Illinois 


(AN AFFILIATE OF MORTON SALT COMPANY) 
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RHODODENDRONS 
EXBURY AZALEAS 


exclusively offered by us in America 


50 pages describing over 250 va- 
rieties, plus complete cultural 
notes and reference material. 


Send 25¢ (in coin) for postage and handling 
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NO SENSE TRYING TO 
EAT HERE... 


Proven Taste Repellent for pets and Rodents. 
For complete details, 


Larvacide Products, 


1515 ete. | st. 
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Plant “FESTIVAL” Thorn- 
less Roses and cut armfuls 
of bright red, fragrant, 
double blooms all summer long and never be 
scratched by a thorn. Everblooming, hardy; stems 
as smooth as a Willow branch. 


FREE! Sense 


MARK 






Pictures “FESTIVAL” in natural color, also | 
shows and describes all the other new and better 
Roses, Shrubs, Evergreens, Bulbs, Perennials and 
Ornamentals. A copy 
KRIDER N is yours FREE on 
urseries request. 
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Bulbs in the West 


[FRoM PAGE 61] the late plantings. Al- 
though gladiolus are usually grown for 
cut flowers in a separate cutting garden, 
the home gardener often plants them in 
his mixed borders in groups of twelve 
or so. Very popular for rock gardens 
are the graceful G. primulinus and 
G. tristis. 

Watsonias are similar in cultivation 
to gladiolus. The new hybrids in salmon, 
pink and apricot are outstanding for 
color and cutting. Watsonias combine 
well in mixed borders, especially when 
planted in the background with del- 
phinium and bulbous iris. In the colder 
part of California they are considered 
half hardy. Some dainty little gems, 
like Zephyranthes candida, with tiny 
pink-tinged white flowers, and Milla 
biflora, an exquisite waxy white, star- 
shaped flower, are perfect for the Cali- 
fornia rock garden when they can get 
sufficient protection. They will flower 
in late summer. 

With their majestic blooms and shiny 
foliage, tuberous begonias are really the 
aristocrats of the Western garden. After 
years and years of breeding, Belgian, 
English and American hybridizers have 
developed double-fiowering varieties and 
have blended the original colors, white, 
red, rose and yellow, to produce all the 
shades and tones you could imagine. 
There are also many bloom forms, the 
camellia type, carnation type, the single 
frilled, Picotee, and the true rose form, 
to name a few. 

Today most home gardeners can have 
success in growing tuberous begonias, 
if they know the environment to pro- 
vide: a moderate day-time temperature 
with a little morning or filtered sunlight 
and cool nights. Montbretias, which are 
much neglected in California gardens, 
brighten the borders in late summer 
with spikes of orange and _ scarlet. 
Tigridia Pavonia in bloom is a breath- 
taking sight in the foreground of a sunny 
border. Their triangular blooms in 
salmon, red, yellow, spotted at the cen- 
ters, are of no value for cutting for they 
last but a day. Their culture is similar 
to gladiolus. Be sure to dig up the bulbs 
after blossom-time, because gophers 
consider them a delicacy. 

One of my favorites is the freezia, 
which is not tender in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Freezias, along with ranunculus 
and anemones, are fine companions for 
tulips and daffodils, all flowering at the 
same time in spring. The handsome, 
taller imported hybrids are excellent for 
indoor culture. The ranunculus and 
anemones, offered in California bulb 
catalogs for fall planting, are tuberous 
roots. In California they can stand fall 
planting, if planted in protected borders, 
although spring planting is often pre- 
ferred. These conditions are prevalent 
along the West Coast in California and 
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AH LIAS 1956 Catalog 


IN YOUR GARDEN... 


Miniature Dahlias are wonderful for 
late summer and fall blooms, easy to 
grow and excellent for cutting. 


& MINIATURE DECORATIVE DAHLIAS %3 
Collection MD Value $4 


Bobo, lively yellow and red blend; 
Cheryl Anne, lovely primrose yellow 
Funny Face, striking red and white’ bicolor: 
Ike, dark red with laciniated petals; 

Little Lemon » intense lemon yellow; 
White Fawn, popular white. 


5 MINIATURE CACTUS DAHLIAS $4 
Collection MC Value $5.50 


Chips, yellow suffused red; Hazel Harper, pleasing 
= and white blend; Snmowsprite, best glistening 
» beautiful yellow; T. J. Iske, lovely 
blend of yellow and amaranth rose. : 
All roots labeled and delivered at planting time. 
Include 35c for postage on orders under $5. $5 or 
over Postpaid. 1956 Free Catalog lists over 600 
Dahlias from the largest to the smallest, and 130 
Garden Chrysanthemums, with full descriptions and 
Cultural Instructions, 


BAHLIADEL Box 24 
W.W. Maytrott, Vineland, N.J. 








Editor’s Note: 

You, like most Flower Grower readers, 
have seen flower arranging demonstrations, 
know of the advanced books, the special 
schools, the “periods” and “styles”. An arti- 
cle based upon a new Ferry Morse pamphlet, 
one that can be used to introduce flower 
arranging to that next door neighbor who 
wants to learn, or your sister in law who is 
just beginning to plant a seed packet garden, 
appears on page 115. It was written by Isabel 
Zucker, garden editor of The Detroit Times 
and especially edited for Flower Grower 
with the title: “How to Tell a Beginner 
about Flower Arranging.” 


Water Lilies 
FREE CATALOG 


Hardy and tropical Lilies listed. Complete in- 
structions for building, planting, and care of 








VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Rt #1, Box 360 Upland, Calif. 
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Save with these 


PLANTING BARGAINS 





Guaranteed To Give Complete Satisfaction 
EVERBLOOMING ROSES 
As low as 5 for $2.50 
FLOWERING SHRUBS 
As low as 10 for $3.00 
STRAWBERRIES 
As low as 100 for $2.50 
EVERGREENS 
As low as 10 for $1.50 
DWARF FRUIT TREES 


These and hundreds of other planting 
bargains listed in our big Free Nurs- 
ery Catalog. Everything guaranteed to 
satisfy or money back. Write today. 


ZILKE NURSERY, Box 60, Baroda, Mich. 








STRAWBERRIES 


‘\ are ideal family income projects. One- 

tenth acre yields 650-—900 quarts. 
@ Allen's Berry Book tells best varieties 
and How to Grow Them. Free copy. 


Write today. 
mais W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 
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they will do their best in shaded parts 
of the garden, under trees, along a wall, 
north side of a house or a patio. 

Tuberous begonias can be grown from 
seeds started in January, or from tubers 
which begin to sprout in March or 
April, or from seedlings bought from 
nurseries in April or May. After the 
tubers are placed in flats filled with 
sand and peatmoss, they will sprout and 
develop leaves. When two or three 
leaves have formed, the tubers can be 
moved to 8-inch pots. They also can 
be planted directly in the garden, if 
desired. Use a mixture of coarse sand, 
leafmold or compost to which has been 
added some thoroughly rotted manure. 
It is very important to provide good 
drainage. Begonias need moisture and 
have shallow roots, so never allow them 
to get dry. It is best to water them in 
early morning. Periodically feed them 
with a liquid fish emulsion. 

In case natural shade is not available 
the Californians can grow begonias by 
providing artificial shade with a lath 
house. Many variations in building a 
lath house are possible, from the simple 
lath structure attached to the garage or 
house to a free standing one, or the 
most elaborate conservatory type. Re- 
gardless of size, the purpose of the lath 
house is the same, namely breaking the 
direct rays of the sun, not allowing them 
to concentrate too long on one spot. 
The laths should always run north and 
south. When made of redwood and 
painted dark green, the lath house can 
be an attractive structure in a garden. 
In fact, in inland Southern California, 
where it is hot, dry and sometimes 
windy, a lath house is essential. Other 
shade-loving plants such as _ ferns, 
African-violets, fuchsias, clivias and 
ground covers, may also be placed in a 
lath house. And a nicely planted lath 
house makes a very pleasant outdoor 
livingroom for the whole family. 

A lath house is also an ideal place 
to harden off all kinds of seedlings be- 
fore they are brought into the garden. 

Just recently I learned from a South- 
ern Californian how he trailed his glory- 
lily, Gloriosa Rothschildiana, from one 
corner of the lath house to the other, 
setting off the profusion of red and 
yellow blooms to good advantage. He 
had also planted a fine assortment of 
fuchsias along the sides of his lath house 
and tuberous begonias in the center. 
He grew potted cyclamen and glox- 
inias in his lath house until they were 
in bloom, and then plunged them in 
just the right spots in his outdoor 
show-garden. Around his show lath 
house he planted groups of white 
callas, cannas, agapanthus or Lily-of- 
the-Nile, and Strelitzia Reginae or 
hird-of-paradise flower—to an Eastern 
gardener this must sound breathtaking.— 
KLASINA MATHILDA KEESEN, Oakland, 
California.® 
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Aquatic Plants. Ornamental Pool Fish 


Write for our helpful 1956 Catalog. Tells 
how to build your own pool, plant and 
beautify your water garden. Describes 
lilies, plants, fish in detail. Excellent ref- 
erence. Send 25¢ today. 


Trorice FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


€ you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Sozech, Club, Ly hy in your town_you 
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be interest modern Foldi 
a Table. Write for Catalog and 
counts to institutions and organizations. 
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GROW LOVELY 


BALL 


GARDEN MUMS FROM 


ROOTED 


MUM CUTTINGS 






YOU SAVE MONEY—YOU GET BETTER 
RESULTS 


, over-grown plonts grown in 

sized pots. Now, in a significant “first 
time” offer, Geo. J. Ball, Inc. offers you gen- 
uine, florist-type cuttings of garden 
Chrysanthemums 


experience of thousands of florists, plus 
the results obtained by dozens of our employees 
in their own gardens, proves that rooted cut- 
tings give os much satisfaction as plants grown 
in small, confining pots. use the cost of 
growing and shipping rooted cuttings is less 
than for pot-grown plants, you pay less for 
each plant you buy. You con get more plents 
and blooms —— All cuttings ore 
properly Socket to r you in good condi- 
tion. For a display of real prize-winning Mums 
in your garden, grow them from cuttings this 














year—the w your florist does. Complete 
planting instructions accompany each order. 
need tac. 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS DEPT. FG 196 
(please print) 
. prin 
Where Your Florist hadeots 
Buys His Seed 
City State 





’ WHITE 

—_Ostose. Short. Lote Sept. 
ee Large decorative. Tall. 
Gloria. New. Early Sept. 


BRONZE’ ond RED 
or Orange-bronze; Med. Ht. 


—Admiration. Salmon-fawn.. Med, Ht. Late 


——Red Velvet. Med. Ht. Early Oct. 

y ——Toronto. New bright bronze for borders. 
Short. Mid-Sept. 

——Apeche. Quilled, firecracker-red. Med. 


Ht. Mid 

——Commender Cushion. Dworf red border 
lants. Late Sept. 

un hegneniiion e. Golden-bronze button. 
Med. Ht. Late Sept. 

——Orsone. Short deep red. Late Sept. 

ie Large coral-buff for cutting. 
‘ar’ 2 

——Jubilee. Crimson-red, Med. Ht. Early Oct. 


of $1.00. No C.0.D. 





BALL ROOTED CUTTINGS IN 25 VARIETIES FOR HOME GARDENERS 


YELLOW 
Cg ae” Nye. Golden-yellow, Med. Ht- 
e . 


eee is. Columbus. Med. Ht. Mid- 


—~Pomponette. Short. Mid-Sept. 

—~-Astorie. New, deep lemon. Late Sept. 

— Moonlight. Large decorative. Med. Ht. 
Late Sept. 


PINK ond PURPLE 
——Betty. Tall pink. Late Sept. 
——Levender . Tall, Early Oct. 
Pai. Soagpeponan arf lavender button. Early 


——Mischief. Dwarf purple daisy. Oct. 1. 
joybringer. Salmon-rose border plant. 
Early Oct. 

jor Cushion. Short lovender. Late 


___Chippewa. Bright purple incurved, Med. 
Ht. Mid-Sept. 


Minimum total order 20 cuttings, 5 of one variety, i Iti f ly. Yi i 
of varieties. 20 tc 95 otiinen. te each. "100 aan Gatiaeen Ele cath DUCTORY 
OFFER: 5 cuttings each of 4 varieties (Chris Col haries 

Admiration), 20 cuttings, regular price $7.00, INTRODUCTORY PRICE $6.00, a saving to you 


or more cuttings, 30c each. INTRODUCTORY 


Nye, Major Cushion and 


GREENHOUSE GARDENERS NOTE: Rooted Cuttings are fully satisfact for house 
planting. Write for complete iist of florist-type greenhouse pry tee.” oT 








Wate Wake up yout — oil 


Extra Fine 


” 
“The Best On Earth 
YORK 
eurons we., NEW 
PREMIER DISTRI 18s 
indy “ Conedo 


EXTRA- FINE Premier Soil X- 
pediter—the new velvety, non-gritty 
peat humus—is so finely pulverized 
that it blends uniformly and com- 
pletely with the soil—works right 
down to the roots—where its rich soil 
bacteria stimulates soil fertility. 


This finer textured organic expedites 
soil action—retains moisture and food 
for maximum root and plant growth. 
Free flowing—easy to use right out of 
the bag. 


The “best on earth” for seedlings . 
top-dressing . . . soil building. 

Give your soil new and lasting vigor. 
Get Soil X-pediter now at your dealer 
100-1b. bag $4-49 50-1. bag $2-49 
Write for free folder 
“Wake Up Your Soil.” 


PREMIER PEAT MOSS CORP. 
Dept. A, 535 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 








BUILD YOUR OWN 


OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 


AND 
MORE! 


for years! You'll be amaz 
inexpensive it is to own one! The 
secret-—HANCOCK OUTDOOR FIRE- 


_even beginners can follow. Write 
TODAY for FREE Plans and descrip- 
tive folder. 6 designs incl ‘ 


HANCOCK IRON WORKS 
52W. PIKE ST. Box 12-366 PONTIAC, MICH 











MILLIONS USED 
PLANT EATS POT 


FERTO-POTS 


BE A TWO TIMER 


Grow two & three crops a year off same ground. 
oe FERTO- POTTED plants started, ready to set 
Also sell FERTO- 


as ‘st crop is finished. 
POTTED plants to gardeners & growers. 


100 - $2.50 250 - $4.50 
34" 100 Ce 2.75 250 «(- 5.00 
>” 100 Ce 3.25 250 «(- 5.75 


CO. Pittstown, N. J. 
MANURES, BONE, PEATS, 5-10-5 ETC. 


144 





Flowering Trees 


[From Pace 73] globular dark-blue 
fruits, % inch aeross, on colorful red 


stems. And in the autumn as the leaves | 


develop a deep red color you will find its 
beauty is unforgettable. 
The American hawthorns are becom- 


ing more and more popular as orna- | 


mentals. This is.a very large group, with 
over 900 species having been described 
that are widely distributed over North 
America. Their numerous white to red 
flowers are borne in broad flat-topped 
clusters, the outer flowers opening first, 
and appear in late spring usually after 
the leaves. The conspicuous fruits ex- 
tend among the different species from 
August to early winter and midwinter 
in some species; their bold rugged 
branching habits make them very in- 
teresting subjects when their leafless 
forms are outlined in a winter landscape. 
You cannot make any mistake in plant- 
ing them in liberal quantities. 

One of the best hawthorns for the 
South is the Washington thorn (Cratae- 
gus phaenopyrum). This plant deserves 
a place in the garden for any one of a 
number of reasons: for its foliage of 
distinctly lobed, dark green and glossy 
leaves; for its white flowers, usually 
about % inch across in many-flowered 
clusters in May and June; for its scarlet 
to coral-red fruits produced in Septem- 
ber and October and remaining without 
shrinkage or loss of color until early 
winter—its fruits are especially shiny 
from which it gets its species name 
phaenopyrum, from the Greek “to 
shine”; or for its general vigorousness, 
densely compact ovate head of slender, 
thorny branches. 

A sturdy small tree, vigorous and 
strong, is the cockspur thorn (Crataegus 
crus-galli). The habit of growth makes 
a low, flat-topped tree with broadly 
spreading, stratified branching, fairly 
dense. It’s found from Quebec to North 
Carolina and Kansas. Its sharply saw- 
toothed leaves develop in late spring and 
persist to very late fall when they turn 
a red-bronze color. The white flowers, 
about % inch across, appear after the 
leaves and are borne in many-fiowered 
clusters. The dull red fruits begin to 
become conspicuous in late summer and 
remain on the tree into winter. They are 
somewhat globular in shape and measure 
about 2 inch across. 

The fringe tree is valued chiefly for 
the beauty and fragrance of its flowers. 
Chionanthus virginica is a plant deserv- 
ing much attention as an ornamental. 
It is found from Pennsylvania to Florida 
and Texas but is also hardy North in 
somewhat sheltered positions. Reaching 
a height of from 15 to 30 feet, it makes a 
graceful form, with spreading branches, 


round-topped, usually taller than broad. 


The flowers are about 1 inch long and 
are produced in pendulous panicles 


Make Your Home a 


SHOW PLACE 


WITH 


Pat Antonelli 


TUBEROUS 
Meco BEGONIAS 
SEEDLING PLANTS 


Be the envy of the neighborhood with BIGGEST flowers, 
deepest, heaviest petalling, most lustrous colors, improved 
forms. Plant generations-ahead, American-grown Antonelli 
begonias, and get them all! Six straight California 
State Fair wins 1949-55. 

These strong seedlings, if planted 

in May, bloom in July, August 

September. 

ASSORTED COLORS 


2 & for $625 
PPD. 


FREE with each 
Begonia fertilizer. 


ANTONELLI BROS. 


SANTA CRUZ. CALIFORNIA 


order — 1 car 





Peerage aang 


GLADIOLUS 29° 


50th anniversary offer $1.00 
Size % to one inch across ‘‘Not Bulblets.”” Guaranteed 
to bloom this summer. 10 or more varieties in this 


mixture. Send 25c¢ in coin for this 
$1.00 Value, and we will include Big ‘ REE 
Bulb, Plant & Seed Catalog 


CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN a22%,2%5.. 





e Free Catalogue — Hardy Plants « 


Delphinium Giants, Gailardia, Rare Rock Gar- 
den plants, Arenaria Verna, Wild Flowers, 
Herbs etc. Nice plants dug and shipped same 
day. Complete List. 


N.A. HALLAUER R.3 WEBSTER, N.Y. 








In the handy, sift-proof 
cut-and-pour packages. 


PLANT FOODS 


relate mm Yol] Mm @kelalelbilelal-ia5 


QU) Cow MANURE © SHEEP MANURE 
At chain, hardware PEAT MOSS © HYPER HUMUS 
and garden stores. ROSE FOOD © BONE MEAL © LIME 


VERMICULITE © AZALEA FOOD 











Adventures in 
gardening .. . 


.... lie before you in reading 
and ordering from the many in- 
teresting advertisements which 
appear in the classified section of 
Flower Grower. Every month, go 
browsing for new and interesting 
plants in the classified columns of 
Flower Grower! 











FLOWER CROWER 











EE Ss Se 


ee as ——— a 


measuring 4 to 8 inches long. This is a 
dioecious plant, that is, staminate (male) 
and pistillate (female) flowers are borne 
on separate plants. The staminate flow- 
ers are more striking in appearance due 
to their larger panicles and broader 
petals but lack the attractive dark blue, 


oval-shaped fruits in autumn. A special . 


desired characteristic for some garden- 
ers is that this plant performs well in 
cities and endures smoke and dust. 

In ornamental cherries the United 
States offers many forms; however, for 
home planting some of the hybrids and 
non-native species are best. Also many 
of our cherries are large trees—too large 
for the small garden. There is one, the 
choke cherry (Prunus virginiana), worth 
considering for naturalistic plantings 
only. This is native in general to North 
America, on waste land and sandy soil. 
It is a small tree, seldom of a height 
greater than 20 feet, with crooked 
branches and slender twigs forming an 
oval crown. It will grow in a wide 
variety of soils, in full sunlight and in 
shade of large trees. The tiny white 
flowers appear with the leaves, covering 
the main stems, and the deep red- 
colored fruits in late summer are a 
delicacy for birds. 

Unforgettable is the beauty of the 
redbud or Judas tree (Cercis canadensis), 
a native to eastern North America as 
undergrowth in woodlands. It often 
reaches a height of 20 feet and develops 
a broad, slightly rounded crown of 





spreading, angular branches, the trunk 
often dividing low into several strongly 


ascending parts. The pea-like flowers, 
pink in color with a magenta cast, are 
borne in clusters profusely produced in 
early spring before the leaves. (There 
is a wWhite-flowered variety, equally 
lovely.) In summer the leaves, 3 to 6 
inches long and often broader than long, 
are extolled by everyone. 

A native to the Eastern and Southern 
states near the coast in marshes is the 
sweet bay (Magnolia virginiana), This 
is a small, irregular tree or sometimes a 
large shrub with a height of 15 feet, 
having a crooked trunk and a loose, 
open crown. In the South its long glossy 
leaves are a pleasure both in summer 
and winter, but for the Northern states 
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“THE MULTIFLORAS™ 


BRIGHT NEW STARS IN OUR GALAXY OF ...-cceee 


amenica’s Finsst AFRICAN VIOLETS 


The Multifloras, as their name implies, produce bouquets 


are bloomers . . 


and bouquets of large, double-frilled flowers. The Multifloras 
. beautiful bloomers, the latest developments 
in our continuous program of hybridization and selection . 


Multiflora Pink 
Multiflora White 
Multiflora Blue 
Multiflora Sky-Blue 
Multiflora Mauve 
Multiflora Lavender 


FOUR-COLOR SPECIAL 
brand new ‘56 


any 4— $7.50 postpaid 
all 6—$10.00 postpaid | 





introductions 
The New Alma Wright—superb double white.$2.50 





Blue Halo—best of the Blue Genevas._...... 1.50 
Ultraviolet—gorgeous deep violet single 
Pink Glacier—best fringed pink 2.00 
reg. value $7.50—special offer only $6 postpaid 


‘ CHOICE VARIETIES FOR BEGINNERS 
Purple Shadows—good blue.___.$1.00 
Snow flake—singie white... 1.50 
Silhouette—ruffled hybrid.._—._ 1.50 
Pink Cheer—pretty pink... 1.00 


1.50 








Edna Siaticolovely double_.__. 2.00 


Our Bearitiful ‘56 catalogue is 
ready. 30 varieties in full color 
—write for your free copy 
¥- 
SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED 
Orders $6 or over postpaid, under add 50c 


ALL 5—ONLY $6 POSTPAID 





ischer greenhouses 


DEPT. FG LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 








We want YOU to grow 
EXHIBITION 


GLADS 


18 Large Exhibition Size 
Supreme Quality Bulbs . .. 
Only $3.95! 


Three oh apr Ron GRAe-oatly, 
£, lohn B 4 








Catalog Price Total 
Missy's Fancy*—Salmon Pink. ... . $1.00 $3.00 
Bastian Prize Winner 
Red Ryder*—Early bright scarlet. 1.00 3.00 
Crater Lake—targe violet bive 
w/slight cream feather throat.. .50 1.50 
Gold Bank—Very tall chartreuse 


a Bes ey Sep ehey bo 50 1.50 
White Goddess—Ruffied white. . -20 .60 
Dixie Jewel—Fine new pink... .. . 50 1.50 

Worth at regular catalog prices $11.00 


FREE! One No. 285 $100 prize bulb with order. 
Yours for just $3.95! To introduce these 
beautiful show varieties, some of them (*) new 
this year, we will send all 18 labelled bulbs in a 
sturdy, handsome gift box for just $3.95! 
Prompt postpaid shipment. Send cash, check, 
M.O. No C.O.D.s, please. Do it now! Satisfaction 

guoranteed. Offer ends April 15! 


SEND FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG 
if substitution b the quality 


and price of the substitute bulbs will be equal 
@& better in valve, All bulbs labelled. 


Iloyds Gardens 


ROUTE 24, GLADSTONE, OREGON 








For abundant, healthy iris—use % 


GRAY’S IRIS BORER 
ERADICATOR 


Developed and tested 


dens the country over, 
GRAY’s is recommended 
by professional iris 
growers for complete 
borer control. 


It’s a must for your iris 
garden, gives you the only 
practical and easy control 
system for borers. SURE 
DEATH to borers is in- 
sured with proper appli- 
cation early each Spring. 
Just spray on. Digging is 
mot necesarv. 


GRAY’s is economical 
One pint makes 4 full gal- 
lons of borer-killing solu- 
tion, Just add water and 
spray. Full directions are 
included with each order. 





Get GRAY’'s now at your favorite garden 
dealer, gi A if unavailable locally, use the handy 
coupon below. For most effective treatment, 
order TODAY! 


F-3 
| ton “Bloomingdale Road | 
Itasca, Illinois 
Gentiemen: Enclosed is remittance of $........ 
Please send at once (postpaid) Gray's Iris Borer 
Eradicator listed below: 
esecteves Pint cans @ $1.75 each | 
Quart cans @ $2.75 each 
] RFE: SBN Gallon cans @ $8.25 each | 


1 wame COO mee eee eee ee ee ee eee eee eeeenes | 


OWN A 
SWIMMING 
rele) i: THIS 
BOOKLET’S 
FOR. 
you! 


How to fix cracks? How to keep water clear? 
How to maintain your pool’s beauty? You'll 
find all the answers in this handy booklet — 
and learn about amazing RAMUC,® too! A 
natural rubber-base enamel, RAMUC is 
America’s No. 1 swimming pool paint! Proved 
in over 16,000 pools. Brushes on easily... 
provides a glistening, tile-like finish . .. makes 
your pool wonderfully attractive season after 
season. Won't powder, blister, flake off or fade. 
Comes in twelve glossy pastel colors, Write 
today, enclosing a dime for handling, for your 
thirty-two page “Swimming Pool Handbook.” 
important— please include pool’s dimensions 
and whether it’s painted. 


® INERTOL co., INC, 


- 476 Frelinghuysen Ave., Newark 5, N. J. 
“SP —=«27-H South Park, San Francisco, Calif. 


NEWEST 
HOUSE 
PLANTS 


First discovered in 1940 
these plants all now of- 
fered to you for the first 
time, after 15 years of 
propagating and exper- 
imental tests. Exhaustive 
studies have proven them to be the best indoor 
plants. Hardy and beautiful for centerpieces, 
dish garden and planiers. With ordinary care 
will thrive forever. 








SANSEVIERIA HAHNI! PAT. No. 470 
A new Sansevieria, it does not 3 FOR 
grow tall, a very true compact 


Rosette type green broad leoves. 








The Lucky Plant, o sensational 
Rosette type with variegated 
yellow leaves with green 
shadows. each 
Add 50¢ to each order for mailing costs 


9 


BABCOCK BLVD. 
PITTSBURGH 9,PA. 





the plant becomes deciduous. This mag- 
nolia has a long flowering season, a 
value which many other trees do not 
have, with its sweet-scented, creamy 
white, cup-shaped flowers, measuring 
from 2 to 4 inches across, continually 
produced from late spring to early fall. 
And the bright red fruits borne in cones 
must not be forgotten. 

A tree frequently planted in the 
North but practically unnoticed in the 
South is the shadbush or Juneberry 
(Amelanchier canadensis). This is a 
bushy tree of erect and columnar 
branches reaching a height of 20 to 25 
feet. In early spring before leafing it 
produces a profusion of white flowers 
and it is said they appear concurrently 
with the shad runs of Eastern localities. 
The summer crop of fruit, almost black 
with a bloomy appearance, is attractive 
among the shiny green leaves and at- 
tracts many birds. With this ornamental 
distinction as well as high tolerance to 
poor soils, dry climates, and resistance 
to salt sprays, there should be a place 
for this tree in many gardens. 

The crabapples are another easily 
handled group of flowering trees. They 
have good growth habits, making them 
especially useful for the smaller garden. 
Their beauty has long been appreciated, 
as they have been in cultivation since 
1724. There are three that are espe- 
cially good, the prairie crab (Malus 
ioensis), the garland or sweet crab 
(Malus coronaria), and the southern 
crab (Malus angustifolia). 

The prairie crab is the first of the 
native crabs to bloom. Its bright pink, 
very fragrant flowers usually appear as 
the leaves are developing and are fol- 
lowed by fruits of a dull green color 
with numerous light-colored spots. In 
the fall you. will admire the colored 
leaves before they fall from the pic- 
turesque, irregular branches. 

The garland crab, with a native range 
from New York to Alabama and west 
to Missouri, is a low, bushy tree, with 
thorny angular twigs, the trunk often 
bent or swayed, the crown dense in 
youth becoming more open and irregu- 
lar with age. The fragrant flowers are 
a bright rose when opening, turning a 
faint pink. The fall crop of fruits has 
been used for jellies and preserves and 
in the wild it provides wildlife food. 

In late spring many woodland spots 
from Vermont to Florida are beautified 
by the flowers of the southern crab. 
This small tree, to 20 or 25 feet high, 
with numerous spreading or horizontal 
branches, makes a magnificent sight, as 
a specimen plant or in groups, when the 
rose-pink flowers are borne in profusion 
aul along the branches. it is also of 
value to lengthen the crab season. 
Truly, the performance of this tree 
alone might easily turn the gardener 
toward greater appreciation of our own 
native plants.® 





on request—WYANT’S 


ROSE cataoc 


Chock full of gorgeous pictures and 
new money-saving offers. Also im- 
portant cultural instructions. Supply 
limited. 


Write for your copy today. 


MELVIN E. WYANT 
Rose Specialist, Inc. 
200 Johnny Cake Ridge 
Mentor, Ohio 





Send for our 


r a a Illustrated 


Catalog 


and see how easy it is to get beautiful 
top quality garden favorites at 


Low Money-Saving Prices! 


Our catalog features sturdy, well-formed FLOWER- 
ING SHRUBS, famous name ROSE BUSHES noted for 
their rich fragrance and striking beauty, FLOWER- 
ING VINES, EVERGREEN SHRUBS, BARBERRY and 
PRIVET HEDGE, SHADE TREES. Hardy, evergreen 
ENGLISH IVY, BALTIC IVY, PACHYSANDRA, CREEP- 
ING MYRTLE. Colorful exhibition type PERENNIALS 
in wide assortment, low growing PERENNIALS for 
borders and rock gardens, CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 
GIANT PANSIES, GERANIUMS, BULBS, ROOTS, 
PIPS, CORMS. Also favorite varieties of FRUIT 
TREES, BERRY BUSHES, STRAWBERRIES, TOMATOES, 
ASPARAGUS, and other good things to eat. 
BONGARZONE NURSERY plants are favorably 
known to thousands of home gardeners from coast 
to coast. MAIL ORDERS EVERYWHERE. Shipped 
POSTPAID. 

16th year of prompt, dependable service. 


BONGARZONE NURSERY 


Dept. F.M. EATONTOWN, NEW JERSEY 





GROW MINIATURE TREES 


FREE DIRECTIONS 
New fascinating HOBBY. $ $ $ 
OPPORTUNITY! Real LIVING 
“Ming” Trees. Help us fill huge 
demand from Interior Decorators, 
Offices, Hotels etc. 
8 asst. 1 yr. trees $2.00 


BART’S NURSERY, Fullerton, Pa. 

















CALIFORNIA GROWN BULBS 


A card will bring you my list of the best recent 
introductions, also the first of the All American 
Glads. Royal Stewart and Apple Blossom. 


Eden Glad Gardens 


Box 7A Mt. Eden, California 





GROWERS OF 
THE WORLD’S FINEST ROSES 


Write for our illustrated catalog 
of OREGON ROSES 


N. VAN HEVELINGEN 
BOX 5076-F Portland 13, Oregon 


FLOWER GROWER 












































































































WILD FLOWERS and FERNS 
i. Many kinds, to brighten a 
oi shady nook. Ferns for many 
uses. Also young ornamen- 
tal Trees and Shrubs for 
low-cost landscaping. 
Send now for Free Catalogue. 


WAKE ROBIN FARM 








GLAD CATALOG... 
in tull natural color 








WORLD’S FINEST 
ODENDRONS 
HARDY HYBRID AZALEAS 


Catalog describes and illustrates one of the nation’s 
largest collections of choice hybrids. Over 300 
named varieties, all sizes. Send 10c to cover mail- 


ing cost. 
IRVING B. LINCOLN 
221 American Bk. Bidg. Portland 5, Oregen 





TUBERS 
SEEDS 
PLANTS 


Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
OREGON 


WRITE FOR LIST... 


HARRO 





We now offer the largest selection 
of choice Tree Peonies in the coun- 
try—having recently purchased the 
entire Tree Peony stock of the 
famous Oberlin Peony Gardens! 
Place your order for spring now! 
L. SMIRNOW. DEPT. FG3, 85 LINDEN LANE 
GLEN HEAD P.0., BROOKVILLE, L.1., N.Y. 


NEW “BEDSIDE” 
WILDFLOWER CATALOG 


You'll like our beautiful, new “Bedside” style 
catalog. Its size is 6” x 9” for convenient han- 
dling and its 32 pages are chock full of information 
about Wildflowers, Perennials, Shrubs, Evergreens, 
etc.—all are Vermont grown. Send for your free 
copy. 


PUTNEY NURSERY, INC.  57F, Putney, Vermont 











NOVELTY DAFFODILS 


Ours is one of the best, if not the largest, selection 
of American grown Daffodil bulbs. Send for free 

list, or enclose 25¢ for gomertete catalogue which 
— be ready in May. Spec discounts on early 
orders. 


Grant E. Mitsch 
“DAFFODIL HAVEN” 

















ROCK PLANTS 
HEATHERS 


MAYFAIR NURSERIES 
Box 87F, Hillsdale, N. J. 


price list on request 
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The Family Eating-Garden 


[FRoM PaGe 63] enough, you can hire 
somebody with a subsoiler—a plow with 
a long sharp blade—to break up the 
subsoil so water will enter it. If your 
garden spot is small, you can do a lot 
by “trenching,” digging a foot and a half 
to two feet all through the garden. That 
takes care of three things your seed will 
need: good soil, plenty of sunlight, and 
the right amounts of water. 

There is a fourth you ought to con- 
sider: climate. Considerations of climate 
will have a great deal to do with your 
choice of a garden spot, if your place is 
big enough to offer you a choice. But 
even if you are not choosing between 
spots, the climate may dictate your 
choice of vegetables or else what diffi- 
culties to watch for if you grow those 
not very well adapted to your climate. 

Remember, climate, and particularly 
temperature, is an intensely local mat- 
ter. It is not whether you live in the 
North or the South, or whether you live 
in the mountains, in a river valley or on 
a coast. Average temperature can vary 
unbelievably between two places ten 
miles apart, and not just because there 
may be a range of mountains between 
them. On the contrary, two sides of the 
hill may have quite different climatic 
conditions. 

It will not do merely to consult one 
of the maps that certain books, maga- 
zines, agricultural bulletins, and seed 
catalogues print, showing temperature 
belts, or one of the weather tables show- 
ing the date of the last probable frost in 
each state. Find out who the best gar- 
deners are quite near you, preferably by 
watching whose gardens seem to do best, 
and then boldly ask their advice on 
when to plant, which things do best, 
which things need special attention, and 
what kind of attention. Whether you are 
a beginner or a newcomer to a com- 
munity, most of them will be quick to 
help. 

By now you may be wondering 
whether gardening is not a lot of work. 
I cannot answer that one, because the 
word “work” means different things to 
different people. If you mean by work 
something disagreeable that requires a 
lot of effort to do but that you do in 
order to get paid money, I can only 
answer that gardening in order to make 
money, or even to save money, is hard 
work. But if you mean by work doing 
something intelligent that involves both 
your mind and your body, and doing it 
for so sensible and primary a purpose as 
to grow your family’s food, then gar- 
dening is delightful and rewarding 
“work.” You plant grains of corn, culti- 
vate the cornstalk which the seed pro- 
duces, harvest the ears when the silk 
gets brown, and eat delicious corn. The 
work of planting, cultivating, and har- 
vesting is so plainly connected with eat- 
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AMERICA'S 


FREES vines: 
i de}-) a jele) 


And Garden Catalog 


FULL COLOR! 
FROM CALIFORNIA, 


home of finest roses 
comes GERMAIN’S 195 
Catalog, showing ALL 
Internationally reno’ 
roses... including ueen 


All America Winner; etc. 

Also exhibition varieties of 

BULBS...hardy 

exotic Plants. 750 EXCIT- 

ING OFFERS. Write now! 

GERMAIN’S, Dept. 3-B, los Angeles 22, Calif. 
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W. Carry the Compl ele line of 
Hoover Soil Service — 
Natural Soil Building Materials 


COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE tai trace t 
and minerals. 

HYBRO-TITE—Nature's own 20 mineral soil condi- 
tioner. Rich in potash, high in value. 








ORGANIC BLEND—A carefully balanced combinati 
= best tested natural soil builders avail- 
able 


SOem-iewe's Mineral Compost — Nevtralizes 
soi 


AQUA-ZYME—This is a liquid, rich in protein, amino 
acids, lauric acids and some 20 different 


— Will activate, penetrate, and aerate 
the soil. 


Our Materials Do Not Burn Nor Corrode Machinery. 
Available in 80 Ib. bag, by ton or carload. 
Write for free literature. 


JESS M. FANNING 


STATE DISTRIBUTOR FOR MICHIGAN, 
NORTHERN OHIO, NORTHERN INDIANA 
4951 South Custer Road Monroe, Michigan 
PHONE CHERRY 1-7570 
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ROSE BOOK 


And Garden Catalog 
iM FULL COLOR! 


FROM Lyte 


home of finest roses 
comes GERMAIN’ 1956 
Catalog, showing ALL 
Internationally renowned 
roses...including Queen 
Elizabeth, only “Grandifiora” 
All America Winner; etc 
Also exhibition varieties of 
BULBS...hardy Perennials... 
Selected Flower -fare 
exotic Plants. 750 EXCIT- 
ING OFFERS. Write now! 


GERMAIN’‘S, Dept. B-3, Los Angeles 22, Calif. 





P.O. Box 587. 


Salem, Crenen™ Sa 
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Floraglow 


ED PLANTS 


Works 3 bag oo It’s a kent 
cleaner, an an 

a foliage shine! a 
creates a beautiful, last- 
ing luster . Try genu- 
ine FLORAGLOW | 


FLORALIFE, Inc. 
Folder Mfes of BloralifeCat-FlowerFoed 


mato emcee att BR es 


Sysseeayoss 





Learn to make Professional corsages, 

funeral 

designs. Study and earn your diploma 

at home. Unusual spare or full time 

money Fane | ee or hobby. 

Send F booklet ‘“OPPOR- 
TUNITIES IN FLORISTRY”™ 


NATIONAL cemeeeees INSTITUTE 
oe —_=- 
aseles 48, California” 





















ing good corn that it is interesting: we 
know why we are doing it. 

Finally, gardening is something a 
whole family can do together—father, 
mother, and even quite small children— 
with no fear that unequal skill will spoil 
the fun. In a garden families learn to 
work well together in order that they 
may eat well together. A home garden 
has dimensions and meaning which few 
hobbies possess. 

Is it an expensive hobby? The answer 
is an emphatic no. Like every other 
hobby, gardening can be made to cost 
a good deal of money: through expen- 
sive—and often unnecessary—tools; 
through interesting but expensive ex- 
periments. But a good vegetable garden 
can be run very cheaply. The basic tools 
are few and simple: a shovel, a spade, a 
steel rake, a “draw” hoe, a trowel, and 
a ball of twine to stretch between sticks 
to run a straight row. Before long you 
will want a wheelbarrow, and a wheel 
cultivator, with attachments. These tools 
should be kept clean and dry when not 
in use, 

The best chance a gourmet has of 
getting delicious fruits and vegetables 
is to raise them himself—and this is the 
best chance he has of keeping in good 
health too. Good home-grown vege- 
tables are both aesthetically better and 
more practical in terms of use. These 
are the reasons that this book is ad- 
dressed to people who want to raise 
vegetables they cannot buy and then 
cook them in ways that will bring out 
priceless flavor. 

It goes without saying that, just as the 
most brilliant cook can do only so much 
with stale and tasteless vegetables, so the 
most delicious vegetables any man ever 
grew can be quickly spoiled by bad, or 
even by merely unimaginative, cooking. 
The usual fate of the stale vegetables 
we now buy is to be overcooked. In 
short, they never had much life, they 
lost in shipping most of the life they 
had, and the cook then cooks all the 
life out of them. 

Now let’s start your garden. Remem- 
ber that the spot where you plant must 
have plenty of sun. You can build your 
own soil if you have to. But you can- 
not supply sunlight, except maybe by 
cutting a branch off a tree to let sunlight 
through or by taking down a board 
fence. If you live in a small town or in 
the open country and have a choice of 
sites, a good piece of ground is one that 
slopes just enough to drain easily. If it 
slopes south—or, better still, southeast 
—so much the better. Dig a hole a foot 
deep and see what kind of soil you have. 
Normally the top few inches will be 
much darker and much more crumbly 
than what lies below. This is your top- 
soil: it is dark because it contains 
“humus”—decayed vegetable matter. 
The subsoil below it may contain min- 
erals but it lacks humus. Put an ounce 


or two of each in a small container and 
find out from your County Agricultural 
Agent or from the Department of Agri- 
culture in your state capital where to 
send them for free analysis. The analysis 
you get will tell you whether you need 
the three elements plants need most, 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, 
and also whether your soil is too acid 
and needs calcium. If it does, you 
should spread agricultural lime on it, 
not quicklime. Commercial fertilizers 
are available which combine nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium. 

If you can’t get your soil profes- 
sionally tested, there are now on the 
market inexpensive “soil kits,” which 
are advertised in garden magazines. 

Unless your garden spot is covered 
with at least a thin layer of topsoil con- 
taining humus, it is worth postponing 
your plantings for a year and devoting 
your time to making compost and cre- 
ating soil with it. But once you have 
soil, and the season for planting ap- 
proaches, you should have two things 
ready: the seed and a complete plan of 
where you expect to plant it. 

It pays to get good seed. Get cata- 
logues, from reputable nurseries and 
choose the items you want. Whenever 
you can, choose varieties recommended 
for home use, not for commercial use. 
Most of the best-flavored varieties do 
not ship well. If you think you “don’t 
like” certain vegetables, it may be that 
you have never tasted them fresh. Some 
vegetables deteriorate with alarming 
rapidity, once they are picked. So try 
planting a few vegetables you think you 
don’t like. 

Now make a diagram of your future 
garden. Vegetables are normally planted 
in straight rows. If your garden slopes. 
be sure the rows do not follow the di- 
rection of the slope. If they do, hard 
rains will wash away your valuable top- 
soil. Also, if it slopes south, plant your 
tall things, like corn and pole-beans 
along the northern edge of the garden, 
where they will not cut off valuable sun- 
light from the little fellows, such as 
lettuce or carrots. 

How wide apart should your rows be? 
Some vegetables require more space 
than others, either because they shade 
more ground or leave less room for the 
gardener when he cultivates between 
rows, or have bigger appetites and 
should not be forced to compete for 
food in nearby soil with other vegetables 
planted too close to them. 

How much of each vegetable should 
you plant? That depends, of course, on 
how much you want to produce. That 
obviously depends on the size of your 
household, on its members’ tastes, and 
even on their tuckaway! And if you 
want to can or freeze a part of your 
produce you need heavier plantings. If 
you have plenty of space, err on the 
heavy side—with one proviso: don’t use 
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up all your available space in first plant- 
ings. Some vegetables can be planted 
every two weeks in early summer, so 
long as the last planting has time to 
“make” before frost. 

When planting time draws near, you 
have a decision to make. You can wait 
for a date that local gardeners consider 
safe from frost, remembering that some 
vegetables are hardier than others. Or 
you can gamble and plant a week or ten 
days ahead of safety: you may get away 
with it and enjoy eating fresh vegetables 
earlier. You will not have lost much in 
either seed or labor. You can also spend 
a little extra and buy plants that have 
already been started by a local nursery, 
instead of planting seed. Or you can 
start them yourself by building simple 
hotbeds and coldframes. 

You cannot plant if your garden is 
too wet. The soil should be moist and 
crumbly, not muddy, when you put 
your seed to bed. When the plants come 
up, do your “thinning” promptly. In the 
case of some plants, such as lettuce, you 
can do this by stages. If your directions 
call for six-inch spacing; leave a plant 
every two or three inches. Then, when 
the plants you have left begin to crowd 
each other, you can eat every other im- 
mature lettuce and still reach your six- 
inch goal. The same goes for baby beets 
and carrots. The flavor and food value 
of immature vegetables amply repay the 
extra trouble of picking and preparing 
smaller units. 

Once your plants are an inch or two 
high you will have another decision to 
make. Even the best garden soil tends 
to form a crust after a hard rain has 
beaten the air out of it and a hot sun 
has baked it. That crust makes it hard 
for the soil to drink up the next rainfall, 
and often forces much of that rain to 
run off uselessly to lower ground. To 
prevent this, gardeners cultivate the soil. 
with a hoe or a wheel cultivator. A 
“dust mulch” results, which diminishes 
loss of water by evaporation. There is, 
of course, a second important reason for 
cultivating the soil: to eliminate weeds. 

There is a magnificent substitute for 
cultivating a garden. This substitute is 
mulching, spreading some sort of cover 
over the soil between the rows. The 
ideal material ought to be cheap and 
composed of a vegetable matter so that 
it will eventually be incorporated into 
the soil itself. Fortunately, there are 
many such products. Peanut hulls, buck- 
wheat hulls, tobacco stems, peat, straw 
are all sold for this purpose. Fallen 
leaves are good. Spoiled hay is excel- 
lent, although there is a risk of its 
containing mature weed-seeds. Grass 
clippings are excellent, provided they 
contain no seed. 

If rainfall is generous, you need not 
bother about your vegetables’ getting 
enough to drink. But if the ground 
begins to get dry it is time to use your 
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Dont Plant Your Seeds in Junk! 


erma- Vest OUTLASTS 10 WOOD FLATS. 


No Rot—No Rust—Permanent Color—Perfect Nesting. 
Tested and Purchased by Over 50 Gov't and University Greenhouses 
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Medium Grey or Light Green Hi-impact Polystyrene 





TWO NEW PERMA-NEST TRAYS 
GRACEFUL LONG PLANTER 
Red, Grey, Green, Yellow 
WIDE AND DEEP PLANTER 


Grey or Green 
see size schedule at right. 











@ HEALTHIEST GROWTH—crystal-hard surfaces do not 
harbor bacteria. No moisture absorption. Carry 50 
at a time. 

@ CONTROLLED DRAINAGE—shipped to you watertite. 
Easily insert as much drainage as you need. 


@ ENJOYABLE YEAR "ROUND CONVENIENCE—instantly 


washable to their original lustre. Attractive Plant 
pat tray, indoor garden planter, window-sill tray, 
le centerpiece, etc. 


SIX SIZES 
22x11x2%4” 12x8x2%4" 6x8x2%4" 4x8x2'2” 


2 for $3.50 3 for $1.65 3 for $1.35 6 for $1.35 
4for 675 Gfor 295 Gor 2.58 12 for 2.3 
Gfor 895 12 fer 5.58 12 for 450 24 for 4.38 


Combination Offer—One of Each 4 Sizes Above $2.95 
20x6x3'2" 14x16x3¥2" 
Graceful Long Planter Wide and aay 
$1.50 each—3 for $4.00 $2.25 each—3 for $6.25 
PLEASE ADD 10% POSTAGE TO ALL ORDERS 














GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 


Originators and Sole Manufacturers 


P.O. BOX 22113 


ANN ARBOR, MICH. 








ARRAY OF COLORS 
100 GLADS $3.95 


LARGE BULBS in assorted colors 
quality bulbs are guaranteed 
order now 


Watson Garden lies 





Supp 
6 W. Chesapeake Ave. Towson 4, MD. 
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@ The manufacturers’ brand names in the advertisements in FLOWER GROWER are 


the quickest, most accurate method of ordering the exact products you want. 








Insist on a CJALKSON 
2-in-1 SPREADER - CART 


IT’S A SPREADER for 


lawn seed, lime 
ond fertilizers. Finger -tip adjustment 
control. Large capacity makes frequent 
loading unnecessary. Oscillator minimizes 
bridging’ of lime . . . a Jackson ex- 
clusive. Rust and corrosion resistant 
spreader assembly. Wide tires prevent 
damage to lawns. Flick of the 

wrist closes spreader cover and... 


IT’S A CART for lawn, garden and gen- 

“eral use around the home. Unique flat 
bottom simplifies loading and hauling of 
liquid containers, potted plants, etc. 
Strongest, most durable combination cart 
on the market. 


JACKSON 





Manufacturing Co., Harrisburg, Pa. 
OLDEST AND LARGEST WHEELBARROW MAKER IN AMERICA 








10 ROSE $4998 
BUSHES ppd 


CHOICE 
of COLORS 
and VARIETIES! 


IMAGINE! Because of an unforseen 
SURPLUS in our ing) you et ital 
WORLD-FAMOUS roses Si.ve 
and YOU get to y Hy-- lon of 
wow and =a Com the “Tist oe 
e your selection any way 
but be sure to ae the vanity desired 
clearl order. These are 2- 
old, hheld-ore ews, everbloomin rose 
bushes that are GUARANTEED TO LIVE 
AND BLOOM... you can’t lose! oe =; is 
the time to lant, so — on 
or money order for $4.98 for 
of 10 ordered and your roses wock grove 
rushed POSTPAID! 
REDS! TWO-TONES! 
Better Times Condesa De Sastago 
Etoile De Hollande Countess Vandal 
Crimson Glory Talisman 
Red Radiance President Hoover 
PINKS! YELLOWS! 
Pink Radionce” McCready” 
Souer Therese 
Golden Charm 
Eclipse 
El. Red Am. Beauty 
Cl. Pauls Scarlet 
FREE! Send yng ae mening nd pes 3 
neighbors that ar 
wil Witt o CL. RED" EVERBLOOMING 
BLAZ E ($1. 50 value) FREE of extra 
charge! = URRY — SUPPLY LIMITED 
FY- TEX Box 532F @ Tyler, Texas 


Satisfying Home Gardeners 











PRIZE WINNING 


GLADIOLUS 


FINEST of the old favorites and 
the BEST of the recent prize win- 
ning introductions. 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


JORDAN GLADIOLUS GARDENS 


Jordan 2, New York 





hose. Better than any spray is a “soil 
soaker” canvas hose to attach to your 
regular garden hose. You want to get 
your soil moist nine or ten inches deep. 
Then do no more watering for at least 
a week. 

When it comes time to harvest your 
vegetables remember most vegetables 
contain more flavor and more complete 
nourishment when young than when 
fully mature. You and the cook are now 
in collaboration. Confer together. She 
has a natural interest in composing a 








DON’T WAIT 
‘til disaster 
STRIKES 


Install a STANDARD 
TEMPERATURE 
ALARM and be SURE! 


You can do it yourself — new maximum-minimum 
type, with lock feature. For greenhouse or bog. 
Wired in parailel and attached to one common 
bell. ee See your dealer or write direct. 

Only $19.95 
STANDAR THERMOMETER INC. dept 6-2 
952 Dorchester Ave. Boston, Mass. 











@ There is still time to register 
for the WILLIAMSBURG SYMPOSIUM. 
Please turn to page 16 for details. 

















Exciting New Books! Sold with return privilege! 


i. AN EASY GUIDE 
TO AFRICAN VIOLETS 
William L. Meachem of Flower 
Grower. Newest methods 
growing plants with lots 
flowers. Answers all questions: 
watering, feeding, fertilizing, con- 
trolling pests, even using african- 
violets in home 
Drawings. 4 Color plates. 


$1.95 


2. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
GARDEN AND OUTDOOR 
LIGHTING 


Bernard Gladstone. 
you can accent a planting, drama- 7. 
tize shrubs, create a view from 
picture window, light up paths 
and drives, add to liveability of 
terrace. Tells and shows how to 
wire, build equipment, 
sories, control insects, 
drawings, 35 photos. $2.95 


decoration! 
Only 


3. GARDENING MADE EASY 
Dr. A. J, Pratt, Cornell Uni- 
versity. An enticing book for the 
beginner .. . with basic 
tools, shows how to make a gar- 
den, leads the novice through all 
the steps of planning, planting, 
and growing wers, fruits, and 
vegetables. 38 drawings, 
photos, $2.95 


150 


FOR FLOWER ARRANGERS 


4. AN EASY GUIDE TO 
COLOR FOR FLOWER ARRANGERS 
Margaret Dodson. Practical, non-tech- 
nical guide to using color for maximum 
f effect. Suggestions for home and show 
or arrangements, table designs. 12 arrange- 
of ments and unique floral wheel in color. 
Drawings. $2.5 


5. GIVING AND GETTING AWARDS 
FOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS 
Emma H. Cyphers. Answers questions of 


design, color, et material, suitability, 
etc. For exhibitor and judge. $1.95 


6. CONTEMPORARY FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT 

Rae L. Goldson. The only book on ar- 

rangements for today’s homes! Color, 

modern texture, new techniques with 

Grid flowers, etc. 100 arrangements. 


With light, 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE 
ARRANGEMENTS 

Emma H. Cyphers. 100 arrangements. 

Step-by-step advice on drying, wiring, 

preserving, and sheliacking plant ma- 

terial. $3.50 


acces- 


30 8. FREE CATALOG OF HOME AND 
GARDEN BOOKS (Use coupon” below) 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


ome eS SS 


HEARTHSIDE PRESS, 
303 Sth Ave., N.Y. 16 


Please send the books circled below. Payment enclosed. I have full | 
return refund privilege after 10 days. 





© Stringfellow Barr, now living in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, has won 
national recognition in a number of 
fields. After studying history at the 
University of Virginia and at Balliol 
College, Oxford, as a Rhodes 
scholar, he taught history at the 
University of Virginia. For twelve 
years he served as president of St. 
John’s Coliege. He inaugurated, and 
for a while directed, the CBS radio 
program, “Invitation to Learning.” 
He is the author of a biography of 
Joseph Mazzini, The Pilgrimage of 
Western Man and Citizens of the 
World. Besides being an enthusiastic 
gardener, Barr has another hobby, 
raising poodles. 

® Stella Standard, the author of the 
second section of The Kitchen Gar- 
den Book, “Cooking Vegetables,” 
has been fond of cooking since she 
was a small child. In 1946, after 
years of collecting, creating and test- 
ing recipes, her first book, Whole 
Grain Cookery, appeared. Three 
others have since followed, More 
Than Cooking, Stella Standard’s 
Cook Book and Stella Standard’s 
Menus and Recipes For All Occa- 
sions. Miss Standard is now living 
in New York. Excerpts of her spe- 
cial contribution to The Kitchen 
Garden Book will appear as Part III 
in the May 1956 issue of FLOWER 
GROWER. 














table symphony, and this may lead her 
to want a combination of vegetables 
that your garden does not at that mo- 
ment afford. 

If you are, or become, an enthusiastic 
gardener, your vegetable garden will be 
a place you will often steal time to visit. 
It ought to be a beautiful place. In gen- 
eral, a well-planned vegetable garden, 
healthy and productive, develops a dis- 
tinctive beauty that reflects its function. 
We moderns are inclined to make a 
sharp distinction between the things we 
have for beauty, such as flower gardens, 
and the things we have for utility, such 
as vegetable gardens. All this suggests 
that you may wish to grow a few rows 
of cutting flowers among your vege- 
tables. They not only add beauty but 
can follow your vegetables to the table, 
to delight your eye while the vegetables 
delight your palate.® 

FLOWER GROWER 





Intelligent Customer 


[FRom Pace 77] American Iris Society 
is one example of a special buying guide 
issued by a plant society. This useful 
list of the current one hundred favorite 
iris appears each spring in FLOWER 
Grower. Perhaps the most notable of 
all plant society ratings is that for roses, 
conducted by the American Rose So- 
ciety. 

Watch the commercial ratings and 
guideposts to plant selection. Probably 


no better example of intelligent con- | 


sumer information can be found than 
the All-America Selections for flower 
and vegetable seeds, roses and gladiolus. 
(Next to be included in AAS will be 
camellias. ) 
the average gardener in all sections of 
the country by listing varieties which 
have been professionally rated in 
regional test gardens. AAS selections 
deserve the publicity they receive. The 
supply of seeds, plants, or corms, as the 
case may be, is balanced against antici- 
pated demand, and thus prices for the 
All-America Selections are kept within 
reason. 

How To Be An Intelligent Customer? 
Again there is no easy way but there 
are steppingstones to guide you each 
month in the pages of FLOWER GROWER. 
Many we have summarized here and 
more will follow in the April issue. 
Now we want to sit back and read your 
point of view on this extensive subject. 
To encourage you, FLOWER GROWER 
will send ten copies of the book Treas- 
ury of American Gardening for the ten 
most helpful letters offering additional 
or well-stated pointers on good buying 
ideas—from all sections of the country, 
and covering garden equipment as well 
as plant materials. No letters can be 
returned, and winners will be notified 
by mail. Send letters to FLOWER 
Grower, Department BY, 2049 Grand 
Central Terminal, New York 17, N. Y., 
before April 30, 1956. 





All-America ratings help | 


Aluminum Greenhouses 


Your year ‘round “Garden Under Glass” 


Model C, 2 sections— 
door in each end. 


EVERLITE the world’s 
most beautiful aluminum 
greenhouse — with genuine 
curved glass eaves. 


There’s an EVERLITE greenhouse to exactly meet your gardening and budget require- 
ments. No matter whether you are only starting your “garden under glass” or your 
requirements call for a large conservatory you can have a perfect installation with 


EVERLITE’S wide selection of model 





and sizes. 


Advanced engineering and precision fabrication assure quick installation — you can do 
it yourself! Hundreds of installations throughout the United States and Canada are 


proof of wide customer satisfaction. 


Remember, you can enjoy an EVERLITE greenhouse now for only pennies o day with 


the convenient EVERLITE Budget Plan. 
Write fer booklet FG-356, 


“Your Garden Under Glass.” 


> 14615 LORAIN AVE. 
* CLEVELAND 11, OHIO 
* Clearwater 1-2345 
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New Holly Culture Guide 


e@ Growing Evergreen Hollies, a com- 
prehensive 48-page booklet written 
by H. Gleason Mattoon, has been 
published. Because of its concise 
and basic approach this booklet will 
be especially valuable to the begin- 
ning gardener. The author first 
thoroughly explains what the bota- 
nist means when he says that the 
holly is dioecious. Then he discusses 
the uses of holly, its culture and 
propagation, insects and diseases at- 
tacking it, and the most reliable 
holly varieties for each state. This 
booklet may be bought for $1 from 
H. Gleason Mattoon of Narberth, 
Pennsylvania. 
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100 “REDWOOD EMPIRE” BULBETS, includ- 
ing several new creations $1. Prepaid regular 
$10 value, Not Available Elsewhere, Some shades 
you never saw before, Stock very limited, Prompt 
Orders Receive FREE one blooming size value 
$1. or more. Rush That Buck Teday 


GLAD-HAVEN SEBASTOPOL, CALIFORNIA 





THE SPECIALISTS’ SELECTION OF 


THE BIG FOUR 


PEONIES — IRISES — LILIES — DAYLILIES 
Write Now for 1956 Lists 
RICHARD JOHNSON 


Shrewsbury Gardens 


CUTTINGSVILLE 








* NEW * 





if not satisfied 








Now is the time to root your Cuttings 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL 


STARTLING * AMAZING 


Special material guaranteed to root your 
cuttings—so quickly it is almost unbelievable. 

This is extremely light fluffy clean material that you can 
spread in a small box or tray in your yard or your apart- 
ment, stick your cuttings in this material and watch them 
burst out into a great mass of roots—similar to Santa Claus's 
whiskers. We claim this to be the greatest rooting materiol 
of all time. With our simple instructions you can start root- 
ing your favorite cuttings over night. For only $2.98 we 
send you enough MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL to root 
276 cuttings, and you can use this material time and time 
again, until you over-run your yard with shrubs and 
flowers. Instructions included. You con root from 1 to 276 
cuttings any time with our instructions. There will be no 
wondering 
gvoranteed to root or your money back. 

Rush your order now before the supply is euhaveted. 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL CO., PFT. F. G., Biox!, miss. 


Rush enough Myracle Rooting Material to root 276 cuttings at one time, $2.98. Double order $5.00. 


5 enclosed. Ship Postpaid. 
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Why Wash 
Your Car ? 


Hear neighbors ask how you keep your car 
so shiny clean! Wipe off DRY on nice days 
with $2 KozaK Auto DRY Wash Cloth. Takes 
only minutes. Hose-wash only 2-3 times ee 
if at all. KozaK safely | even dirtiest 
to proud beauty, higher trade-ins. Used for 30 30 
years by over 10 million careful buyers like 
Cadillac owners. Guaranteed safe, easy, or 
money back. Let $2 return you fifty in car- 
wash savings! Sold direct to you. 

Mail coupon now. 


KozaK 496 $. Lyon St. | 


| Auto DRY Wash Batavia, N. Y. 
Please send me id at once: 
EG. $2 a 


KozaKs SUPER $3 KozaKs | 
(lasts nara Tt for $3. 


ott Av them) 
| for $2 for $3 | 
© SPECIAL DE LUXE Ba 2 
| 2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3) — | 
$7 value — $5.00 











| O Cash 0 Check () | 
“made by people you can depend on 
to do the right thing’ 


CLEMATIS 


Climbing vine of rare beauty. Easy-to-grow. Pro- 
fuse with delicate flowers, for fence or trellis. 
Purple Jackmani or White Henryi at $1.50 each. 
Order now ipped at planting time. Send for 
free catalog—many color choices. 


JAMES |. GEORGE .& SON, INC. 
Dept. F Fairport, N.Y. 











' 
€.. When ordering from these pages be 


sure to mention FLOWER GROWER. 
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LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 


PREFERRED by Professional 
and Amateur Growers to 
identify all cuttings, seed- 
lings, plants and shrubs. 
Heavy gauge, white plastic 
is permanent, will not rot, 
withstands all weather and 
soil conditions. Reusable. 
Low cost. 


GDlORDER 


CI Now! 


50 MARKERS — 10 ea. of A, C, D, 
F and 5 of Band H 


ONLY $1.00 >x. 


OR, WRITE FOR OUR NEW 
QUANTITY PRICES AND SAVE! 


NO C.0.D.’S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 
10342 LANARK, DETROIT 24, MICH. 























TUxedo 2-8013 DEPARTMENT 2A 
Canada; C. A. Cruickshank, Far West: 1864 S. 120th St. 
1615 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Seattle 88, Wash. 

Toronto 12, Ontario. Department 2A 
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Home-grown Strawberries Taste Best 


[From Pace 65] There are several 
systems of growing. The one I like best 
for the home garden is the hill system. 
By this method plants are set from 15 
to 18 inches apart in rows 18 to 24 
inches apart; to keep the plants in neat- 
looking hills, cut off all runners except 
those wanted for a new row. The most 
satisfactory program is to keep three 
rows going: one will be in fruit, the 
second will bear the following year and 
the third, which is made up of newly- 
set runners, will bear in two years. The 
fruiting row can be destroyed after the 
crop is picked, in the case of June- 
bearers, or in late fall in the case of 
everbearing varieties. Some _ experi- 
enced gardeners find that it pays to cut 
off the foliage as soon as the crop has 
been gathered; then they spray the 
plants with captan to discourage fungus 
and treat the row with dieldrin. These 
reconditioned rows will often bear a 
good crop, though the berries are usually 
smaller than those from a first-year row. 

The matted row system is another 
method of planting. Usually, however, 





the home gardener finds that this system 
does not produce as big berries as the 
hill system. One advantage of the 
matted row system is that it gives 
heavier yields since more plants can be 
crowded in a specific area. By this 
system the plants are set from 12 to 15 
inches apart in rows spaced 42 inches 
apart. The plants are then allowed to 
form a solid mat of runners; between 
rows the runners are trimmed to allow 
for a foot-wide path. A matted row is 
difficult to renovate and is best dug up 
after one full crop has been produced. 

With the use of Crag herbicide 1, 
control of annual weeds has been simpli- 
fied. If this material is used regularly 
according to the manufacturer’s direc- 
tions, practically all laborious hand- 
weeding can be eliminated. 

Plants set in October or November 
should be mulched immediately after 
planting; established plants should be 
mulched after the ground forms a hard 
crust. Any light, fluffy material can be 
used; many gardeners find excelsior one 
of the best materials to use. It should 
be held in place with a few boards or 
slats until wet enough to stay in place. 
Straw or shredded corncobs are also 
often used. When finally matted down 


the mulch should extend 3 inches above 
the upper leaves. 

In spring when the early crocuses and 
forsythia are in bloom, remove the 
mulch. If the garden is not near build- 
ings, the mulch can be burned while 
still spread around the plants. Though 
most of the old strawberries will go up 
in smoke and the plants will look pretty 
sad, they will recover, and, what is 
more important, mice, fungous diseases 
and insects will be destroyed. If the 
mulch can’t be burned, remove it and 
then spray the plants with captan. Also 
apply 2% pounds of a fertilizer such as 
5-10-5 to each 100 square feet of bed 
and work it into the soil. 

If birds want to run off with your 
crop of strawberries, frighten them away 
by hanging several tin cans or shiny 
metallic discs near the planting. Some 
garden supply houses also offer a special 
netting to spread over the strawberry 
beds. 

Everbearing varieties have recently 
received so much publicity that many 
home gardeners have overlooked the 
advantages of the June-bearing varieties, 
which produce only one crop. Some of 
these advantages are: a heavier crop 
produced at one time than that pro- 
duced by the everbearers over a long 
season; more satisfactory berries for 
freezing, jams and shortcakes; needing 
less care than everbearing varieties, if 
they are allowed to fruit and are then 
dug under. Also, the finest flavored 
strawberry in the world, other than the 
all-but-unknown Alpine varieties, is a 
June-bearer, ROYAL SOVEREIGN. The 
delicious flavor of these giant berries, 
which drip flavor when fully ripe, must 
be tasted to be believed. 

Other good June-bearers include: 
FAIRFAX, a wonderfully-flavored variety 
that grows well over a wide range; 
FAaIRPEAKE, one of its seedlings, that is 
almost as good; MARSHALL, an older 
variety that is especially popular on the 
West Coast; and Howarp 17 (also 
called PREMIER), which is grown almost 
universally, but is of slightly inferior 
quality. In those sections where red 
stele, a fungous disease of the roots, 
causes trouble, plant the resistant vari- 
eties FAIRLAND, PATHFINDER, SPARKLE 
and TEMPLE. 

Everbearers are a must for the home 
gardener who can’t bear to see the last 
of the fresh berry season. These vari- 
eties produce a fair crop in June and 
scattered fruit through the summer and 
early fall. When ordering everbearing 
varieties, increase the order by a half 
since they do not produce heavily at 
any one season. 

Since the flavor of a fresh berry is 
so superior to that of any frozen berry, 
it is always worthwhile to devote any 
extra space to everbearers. This is true 



































even of the varieties that lose sweetness 
toward the end of the season. 

Everbearers maintain their high flavor 
right up to the first week or two of Sep- 
tember. STREAMLINER, SUPERFECTION, 
WayZeETA and GEMZETTA are all mar- 
velous until the nights begin to cool. 
Then, as the sun drops farther south 
and the days grow shorter, these vari- 
eties lose their sweetness. However, the 
variety RED RICH is outstanding in this 
respect, for it continues to produce 
sweet berries right up to killing frost. 
I have gathered berries of this variety 
as late as early November and found 
them of excellent flavor. 

For the gardener who wants to fuss 
with them, perhaps the peak of straw- 
berry flavor is reached in the Alpine 
varieties. These are quite small-fruited, 
although the variety BARON SOLE- 
MACHER may be as large as the smaller 
fruits on June-bearers. The berries are 
long and slim, like the wild berries 
which they are. The flavor, too, is like 
the perfumed honey aroma which makes 
the wild berry so delectable. 

Alpine varieties can be grown from 
seed sown in the fall and allowed to 
freeze over winter. Seedlings will ap- 
pear in spring. BARON SOLEMACHER 
and also a yellow-fruited strain of this 
variety are listed by several American 


JUST TASTE "EM! © BiG... 
THROUGH CORE © FREEZE WHOLE! 


RED RICH PLANT PRICES 
pits. . $ 2.95. 12 potted pits. $ 3.75 ppd. 
pits. . potted pits. pod. 
100 pits. ped. 15.00 100 potted pits. $20.00 ppd. 





Exclusive licensed National 


Propagators and Dis- 
tributors of Potted Red Rich Strawberry Plants. 





Early Everbearing F-1 Hybrid Tomatoes 
caste 95¢ pod; — 





Contain few ..» 8 Plants 
$1.95 ood. (25 potted Tomato Plants sent 
press collect $3.95) 








Raspberries, Strawberries, 


FREE CATALOG 


Mums, Phiox and Glads. 


Now You Can Enjoy This Taste Treat... 
WONDERFUL red rich 


BEARS FROM EARLY SUMMER ‘TIL FROST! 
ART PER PLANT © SWEET? — 
© UP TO A QUART PER SWEET. 


LH 
Everbear 

















FLORALITER 


VIOLETS & ORCHIDS BLOOM 


Turn on the sunshine in your living 
room or den! 

Your house plants and flowers grow 
faster and better under this daylight 


seedsmen; they are often found in the | , Paereocent Hight. PRICE: $7500 
flower seed section of the catalog listed ee Om ae a | 
as an ornamental. This variety can be Bottom tray can’t leak or rust. Ideal for African Violets, Orchids, 


used as an edging in the flower garden many other plants. Holds a dozen pots or more with ease. Size: 
if no other space is available. Its 2 feet wide by 9 inches deep. Fits window seat, radiator top, etc. 


foliage is lovely as are the white blooms Available at local florist, garden supply dealer, or _— wee . 
and bright red berries. At least one Rock island “a. 
specialist sells plants of Alpine varieties. ‘ 
Though these plants do not multiply 
with runners, in addition to sowing seed 
new plants may be obtained by dividing 
the crowns. Seeds of named varieties 
other than BARON SOLEMACHER can also 
be obtained from some English and 
French seedsmen.® 





1G, LUSCIOUS 
STRAWBERRIES 
IN 60 TO 80 DAYS 














New Help for the 
Visually Handicapped 


Adds Interest and Beauty to Your Garden! 

ones , Better Strawberries! 
ientifical 

berries in “has pond py - ow 

and easily. 

forse ruses uty Sei 

SPECIAL WITH 50 SUPERFECTION 

EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY PLANTS 

Pyramid and Plants...Both $9.95 ppd. 


eA pioneering project which has 
been undertaken to determine to 
what extent the visually handicapped 
may be helped and trained in green- " 
house growing has been established elit - neem 

on the campus of the Georgia Winter Hardy! 


Academy for the Blind in Macon, Superfection Strawberries 


Georgia. The first step in this THE EVERBEARING ee ae bs ons 3 TIMES we 
Takes only 60 days to bear nest ry you ever tasted. This 
program. was the purchase of an new taste culgiuien Wee the roots ‘with hundreds of long, "n ‘ous . 
all-aluminum Lord & Burnham vigorous plants thrive even when others fail. Pick ‘em from early spring to fall. 
greenhouse with automatic controls 25 plants-$1.75 — 


Send Check or Money Or 

and a large workroom. ‘ 50 plants-$3.00 page Neg ole aa go 
In addition to teaching the visually . ee con Saree preerene CT eS aki es aN 

handicapped the Academy hopes to MINNETONKA NURSERIES, Dept. F3, Excelsior, Mi Y 
furnish information on new methods Sent prepaid Pyramids Fyeamia wih SO plants 
of instruction and techniques to in- 
terested agencies, institutions and 
individuals in cooperation with the 
Federal Office of Rehabilitation. 


100 plants-$5.50 ORDER NOW! 








Superfection Plants only 
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A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


theG ardenWorkbench 


Here's a new idea in coldframes. It ‘is portable, 


so when not in use it can be easily stored away 


CORNER DETAIL COVER DETAIL 


hook & 72 round 
a 2 molding 


2"s 2” a 
stake sheet plastic 2"* 2” 
tacked in place frame 





PLASTIC COVERED’ FRAME 
oe" furs 4 
strip notche : 
at 1” intervals to “ R gah an 
adjust top { furrin 
cover 


cold frame set 
i“ in ground 
I"* B"x 5! 
board 
hook & 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ eyes (8) 


Redwood or other resistant wood should be used; common lumber should be treated. 
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fit in your garden, perhaps our 

portable one, shown at left, will. 
When we designed this coldframe we 
had two types of gardens in mind. First 
is the small garden where space is at 
such a premium that an all-year cold- 
frame is out of the question. Second, 
we thought of those gardens which only 
need the use of a coldframe for just a 
few months of the year. The portable 
coldframe solves these problems be- 
cause when it is not in use it is stored 
in the garage or basement. 

This portable coldframe is perfect 
for spring use. You can start seeds in 
it and also use it for hardening off seed- 
lings which were started earlier indoors. 
Another possibility is to actually start 
your garden in the frame and instead 
of taking the plants out of the frame, 
you take the frame away from the 
plants. 

It is very simple to set up our porta- 
ble coldframe. First, prepare the soil. 
Next, hook the four sides together and 
push them into the soil about an inch 
or so. The four corner stakes are then 
driven so the top is just below the level 
of the sides. Finally, the sash is put on 
and you are ready to go. 

We chose a size 3 by 5 feet for our 
coldframe, but it can be made any size 
desired. We also suggest one of the 
newer plastics for the sash. A plastic 
sash is much easier to construct and 
is much lighter than glass. This means 
it is easier to handle and store. 

Of course, you may already have 
something on hand which would work 
equally well for the sash. Portable 
sides can be made for a standard cold- 
frame sash, an old storm window or 
storm door, for example. 

Redwood or one of the more decay- 
resistant woods is recommended for 
the frame. Other lumber would work 
well, too, provided it is treated with a 
wood preservative. A hint on using 
wood preservatives is to treat the vari- 
ous members before they are assem- 
bled. Then you know that all the 
corners will be treated, something you 
can never be sure of if the preservative 
is brushed on after the job is completed. 


I A REGULAR-SIZE coldframe won't 





The sash we show is hinged to the back 
of the frame. This is because our sash 
is made of plastic instead of glass. A 
plastic sash is very light in weight and 
may be blown off in a wind. The 
hinge, however, keeps it in place. When 
glass is used, it is not absolutely neces- 
sary to hinge the sash but it helps. 

Another “extra” we have added is 
graduated markers on each side of the 


frame. These help keep the frame open 
to the desired height. Actually, they 
are merely notched arms, lightly tacked 
to the sides. When making these, clamp 
the two arms together and make notches 
on both arms with the same saw cut. 

The placing of a coldframe in the 
garden is just as important as the frame 
itself. You will notice that the back is 
taller than the front. When the sash 
is completely closed it will slant. The 
back should be placed facing north and 
the lower front south. The full length 
of the sash will then receive the maxi- 
mum amount of sunlight. This is im- 
portant because a coldframe receives 
its heat only from the sun. 

You can’t sow seeds or put tiny 
plants in a coldframe and forget about 
them. They have to be watered regu- 
larly and you will have to raise the 
sash to allow air to enter. A ten-cent 
thermometer tacked to one side will 
suffice to record the temperature in- 
side. You don’t want the temperature 
to go much above 70° during the day 
and you want it as warm as possible— 
50° or so—at night. To maintain these 
temperatures you will have to open the 
sash during mid-morning and close it 
again in mid-afternoon. As the season 
advances and weather gets warmer, you 
may only have to close the sash on the 
colder nights—-WiLLIAM L. MEACHEM 





Workbench Contest 


e@ Have you made a FLOWER GROWER 
Garden Workbench project? If you 
have, why not take a picture of it 
and send it in—it may be worth 
money. For the best photograph of 
each project we have published so 
far, we will pay $5.00. Even a snap- 
shot will do. If you want your pic- 
ture returned, though, be sure to 
include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. 

Send your Workbench photos to 
the Workbench Editor, FLOWER 
Grower, 2049 Grand Central Ter- 
minal, New York 17, N.Y. 





PLANTS 
niet SEEDS! 


Propagate 10 beautiful shrubs and plants of finest 
or 250 cuttings in eight weeks with amazing 


footy Re Spry wae IRIS and 
Bec can aw er DAY LILIES — 
a | ae APR. 15th. 1000 Varieties! 


be sure of getting your 
Write for brochure 
FREE: 77 Gcmplete tperuuniten. FREE COPY early, write now to 


AGRI-PLAST 22:22"""— EDENWALD GARDENS 


Dept. F. G., VINCENNES, INDIANA. 








ONLY REPUBLIC eee One of the world’s largest 


95 NEW 


ust 1956 4-Star GENERAL 
soos GIANT DELUXE 


22 » POWER 
h MOWER 
2" H.P. 4 Cycle Clinton Engine 


© Reversible 22-inch Blade with Shock Mount (2 Biades 

in 1). . . No Vibration « Full Ball Bearing 8” Metal 

Wheels on Front and Rear « Semi-Pnewmatic Puncture 

Proof Tires + Full Recessed Wheels . . . Trims on Both 

Sides to Wallis, Walks, Etc. « Twin Jet Action « Non- 

Clogging Action « All Aluminum RUST PROOF Chassis 

* Stee! Handles with Full Fieating Action and 

Mower for Plastic Handle Grip « Throttle Control « Easy Recoi! 

Delivery Up to Starter « 4 Adjustable Cutting Heights 1 to 3 Inches 

April 1st. Ball Bearing » Adjustable Front Bumper Guard « Weight 57 Ibs. 
Balance C. 0. 0. © Worldwide Clinton Engine Service Stations. 


FULL WARRANTY 
19-INCH 3-STAR GENERAL TIL JULY 1, 1956 22-INCH SELF-PROPELLED 


Exactly the Same as Shown with Complete protection against 2¥2 WH. P. 4-Cycle Clinton or Briggs & 
19-inch Blade, 134 H.P. 4-Cycle chanical defects unt Stratton Engine (No options) with Recoil 
Clinton Engine with Recoil Starter. u Starter. All Aluminum Rust Proof chassis, 
Metal Wheels, 8” Rear, 6” Front ; 4 Ejects Cuttings from Right Side, Trims 
with Semi-Pneumatic Puncture oie Close, Positive Friction Rear Wheel Drive 
Proof —_ AN other features ¥ . . . Eliminates Need of Clutch. Throttle 
same as e. uns you Control on Handle. 

List Price $99.50 $54.95 ower unused wit 0 days List Price $149.50 $89.95 


ur money w 


1956 4-Star GENERAL <a 


in Py No Messy Mixing o 
HOE-BO ROTARY TILLER “S=e"" 
RECO! 

ais 8 tome tae FREE! fictet_ stares 


Set of auxili Mudguard 
© Self-Propeliing © instant Action Recoil Starter wheels ap . 
© All Aluminum Rust Proof Mud Guard « Semi-Pneu- Ono 
matic, Puncture Proof Tires with Deep Tractor-T 


Tread © 10” Wheels with 1.75 x 10 Tires « 15” ite 
ling Width, 6” tn ... * Hardened Steel 
Tines with C iting Action « — Steel 


Handles with Plastic Grips * Clutch and Throttle * 
Controls on Handle * Gear Box and Gear Belt Pre- PRICE 
tected by Aluminum Housing + Pin Point Balanc: $129.95 











. Werts Wide Briggs & Stratton Engine Servive Stations. 


Garden Equipment Sivision 
111 Republic Bidg., Buffale 6, N.Y. 
[] Enclosed is $.. .......... . (amount in Full) 


agar aie fass . (specify) pn B 
Bonus Mulchers. Ship immediately. “A 


[} Enclosed is check or money order for $10 


posit for re ES? ‘ (specify). < 
Ship on .......... (insert date). 


Be certain to specify ‘item yeu wish shipped te you! 
NAME ... hone 
ADDRESS. sbelbshnie 
city .. ES ... LONE STA TE... itiieiaeed ~ 

em — — — ee 





Do-It-Yourself! 


BUILD A HOME 
FOR THE BIRDS 


You can have these handsome bird houses in 
your own garden. They’re fun to make, and 
all you need is a hammer! 

Ageastive bird house and feeder kits, made 


re-cut California Redwood, read 
oa le, complete with instructions. Even the 
nails are included. Shown above; bird feeder, 
wren house and blue bird house, constructed 
entirely of rot-resistant redwood for long life 
and continuing good looks. Bottoms are re- 
movable for cleaning. 
Any one of these three ready-to-assemble kits, 
only $3.95 postpaid. Or save money by order- 
ing all three for only $10.95. 
Please send check or money order. Sorry, no 
C.O.D. Send for FREE circular showing many 
other items. 


READI-CUT WOOD PRODUCTS 
Main St., Southold, Long Island, New York 


to as- 











ATLAS FISH EMULSION 


The original fish fertilizer emulsion 
* DE-ODORIZED 










+ NON-BURNING “oa 
* 100% ORGANIC sm 
ry Atlas for ail INDIANS 

a vegetabl: to use 


; FISH 
‘ture. oar 
o~tosk ao" sem FERTILIZER 
leexpeudion. i hee. 
gal. of water. 
$1.90 ar. 


AT NURSERIES & 
GARDEN STORES 


Dept. A 
No. 1 Drumm St., San Francisco 11, Calif, 
A BALANCED ORGANIC FISH FERTILIZER 


ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO., 








_ rican Violets 


grower. Catalog and Culture Guide, 
ail thee jal: Our selection, ney Lent 
Fob: “aat. 1D: 3/$2.50; ise Kat Best peaey 


rlces: maryllis. t call. Soon 
ws 3/$2.50,. 


sae 
Duteh 


Hr & 8. Grown, 
Auaryitis, 26 best var. Red Master. Large darkest red, 
$7.00. Our selection, 3 var. Top size 
postpaid. Californians add 3% Sales 
CECIL HOUDYSHEL 
Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 


5 aly 00. Everything 





Spring Is the Time to 


[FRoM Pace 52] In the designing of 
their garden the Hildreths’ objectives 
were an attractive approach to the 
house, secluded outdoor living, easy 
maintenance and evergreens for year- 
round effect. Straight lines gave way 
to graceful, informal curves, and the 
use of massive trees and shrubs in 
restricted areas was carefully avoided. 
Plant material already on the place that 
was worth transplanting was moved to 
advantageous spots Where there was am- 
ple space for full growth. 

The red brick house was painted 
white, and as white does not clash with 
the various colors of flowering trees 
and shrubs there was no problem in the 
selection of plant material. 

The landscape project began with 
the renovation of the front of the prop- 
erty. The corners of the house were 
softened with tall-growing material, 
and low plants were used under the 
windows. By removing the massive 
evergreens and replacing them with 
appropriate shrubs, the house took a 
new look at life. The compact, low- 
growing English yew (Taxus baccata 
repandens) was a good selection for 
planting under the picture window. The 
front door was set off with a Japanese 
holly (Ilex crenata) and a grouping of 
Azalea Hinodegiri and A. ledifolium. 

A towering Norway maple was re- 
moved at the left side of the house, 
and in its place a Viburnum prunifolium 
was planted to give needed height and 
privacy for a terrace, which was a happy 
thought that developed attractively what 
would otherwise have been a minor 
corner. Framed with rhododendrons 
and /lex crenata and I. crenata convexa, 
this terrace improves the house’s lines. 

At the entrance to the property, a 
thriving hedge of Azalea ledifolium ex- 
tends along the top of a bank. It gives 
a distinctive note: and adds interest to 
the approach to the house. In spring its 
showy white flowers repeat those at the 
house entrance, carrying the color effect 
to the front boundary. When the flow- 
ering period is over, its compact growth 
and splendid foliage can be enjoyed, 
even during dull winter months. On top 
of the bank Green Island holly accents 
each side of the entrance steps. On the 
bank itself Berberis verruculosa, Max 
Graf roses and a ground cover of peri- 
winkle add finishing touches. 

On the front lawn two dogwoods were 
retained from the original planting and 
pruned to form shapely trees. As the 
dogwood close to the house grows taller, 
its lower branches are gradually being 
removed so that it will not obstruct the 
view. A silver maple was also saved and 
pruned high so that it would not obscure 
the terrace. A sweet gum (Liquidambar 
styraciflua) replaced a Japanese maple 
to give much needed shade to the house. 
















Remodel Your Planting 


Because of its deep root system, grass 
flourishes under it and in the fall the 
foliage turns a brilliant red. The corky 
bark and picturesque habit of growth 
add interest to the winter landscape. 

It’s just a step from the front terrace 
to the enchanting garden in the back 
yard. You can get to this garden along 
both sides of the property as well as by 
going through the house itself. The 
most alluring approach, however, is 
along a woodsy path of tanbark and 
stepping stones which leads from the 
front terrace and through a gate that 
opens on a terrace around which the 
garden is planned. A ground cover of 
English ivy borders the path, and 
Akebia quinata and roses fall gracefully 
over a fence along the property line. 

The quiet seclusion of this garden 
invites one to relax. The curved line 
of the terrace and of the flower borders 
characterize the informality of the lay- 
out. A woven wood fence encloses the 
garden on two boundaries, while on the 
driveway side trees and shrubs give pro- 
tection from the next-door property. 

A large yew, salvaged when the plant- 
ing was redone, is perfectly located to 
give privacy and an evergreen enclosure 
to one end of the terrace. At the oppo- 
site end Pieris japonica, azaleas and 
laurels are grouped to further set off 
the terrace. In the corner by the fence 
a silver-bell (Halesia) replaced a Nor- 
way maple. In May it is laden with 
dainty bell-like white flowers and be- 
cause of its light habit of growth it does 
not dwarf the property. Clematis mon- 
tana rubens clothes the fence with its 
delicate foliage and contributes a myriad 
of exquisite pink flowers at tulip time. 

Along the fence rhododendrons, 
Pieris japonica, azaleas and white pines 
combine with deciduous shrubs to give 
background to a flower border. For 
a touch of the unusual an Osmanthus 
Fortunei is espaliered in a protected 
place on the fence. 

At the far end of the border a focal 
point has been developed with a pixie 
and a birdbath as its central feature. 
Stepping stones lead to the birdbath and 
cut through masses of Phlox divaricata, 
tulips and white pansies. Back of the 
pixie, mountain-laurel and drooping 
leucothoe give a bank of greens. 

On the shady side of the garden a 
pleasing variation is the naturalistic 
border where foam flowers, Jack-in-the- 
pulpit, May-apples and trilliums grow 
happily among ferns. Under the shelter 
of a carmine crab (Malus atrosanguinea) 
another birdbath stands in an alcove 
formed with rhododendrons, moun- 
tain-laurel, drooping leucothoe and 
ferns. A specimen Viburnum tomen- 
tosum and a Viburnum rhytidophyllum 
give just the needed substance and 
height against the fence® 


FLOWER GROWER 











Grow Your Own Evergreens in a Nursery 


[FROM PaGE 75] ing your own nursery 
but do not overlook the satisfaction you 
will have when you show mature shrubs 
that you raised from infancy. 

If you are an experienced gardener, 
you may begin your nursery shrubs 
from seed or cuttings—providing you 
are fortunate enough to have a supply 
of them. You save almost two-years’ 
time, however, by purchasing young 
plants from a specialist, and modern 
packaging methods bring them to you 
through the mail in perfect condition. 

At the bottom of the page you see 
three different shipping methods. The 
hollies at the left were shipped in paper 
pots carefully wrapped in polyethylene 
bags that prevent the soil from drying 
yet do not prevent air from reaching the 
roots. The outer wrapping was a heavy 
perforated carton. In the center of the 
photograph are six Japanese androm- 
eda, the soil held around their roots by 
wooden plant bands, that were set in a 
specially designed box that snugly fitted 
inside the outer carton and prevented 
the plants from shifting or the soil from 
jarring loose in transit. The rhododen- 
drons at the right were shipped without 
soil, their roots securely bound in moist 
sphagnum moss, and a heavy corrugated 
paper was used as the outside wrap. 
From long experience, nurserymen 
know what shipping containers are best 
for different types of plants, but im- 
provements are constantly being made 
by progressive mail-order firms and by 
the American Association of Nursery- 
men, 

When you receive your plants, the 
outer carton or wrapping should be 
removed and the plants placed in a 
shaded location until you are ready to 
set them in the nursery. If you must 
wait several days before planting, sy- 
ringe the foliage occasionally and see 
that the roots do not dry out. 

During the actual planting take a few 
plants out of the package, plant them, 
and then take out more—a standard 
planting technique that bears mention- 
ing even though evergreens are rugged 


and have a tremendous will to grow. 
Once the plants are established, they 
require little care except weeding and 
watering. They are rarely attacked by 
insects or disease and you will be 
amazed at how fast they grow. The pho- 
tograph of the rhododendron shows the 
phenomenal results you can expect. The 
little one at right is about the size plant 
you will receive in the mails. The center 
plants show the growth rate in one year 
and the large plant on the left illustrates 
what you can expect in four years’ time. 
When plants begin to crowd, remove 
them from the bed carefully, not disturb- 


IVY HILL FOREST 


Growth is rapid as shown by these rho- 
dodendrons: four, two and one year old. 


ing the smaller ones which can remain in 
place for perhaps another season or two. 
In their young days, rhododendrons 
grow slowly compared to inkberry, 
Japanese holly and drooping leucothoe, 
and you will be pleasantly surprised at 
the speed at which yews, junipers and 
pines develop. 

This may seem a contradiction of an 
earlier statement concerning the price 
of professionally-grown shrubs. Re- 
member, though, that you transplant 
shrubs from the nursery bed to their 
permanent location, while a nurseryman 
moves them to a field, transplants later 
to another field and waits another year 
or two before digging the shrubs for 
sale. You do not need to follow his 
method to produce handsome shrubs for 
your own property.® 


Packaging methods that nurserymen use in mailing evergreens are shown above. They 
arrive in good condition ready to grow as soon as you plant them in your nursery. 
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TRELLIS 


NEW! 


GARDEN AND 
ARBOR WIRE 


Look for all 3 in the Red-White- 
Biue Cartons at your favorite 
dealer's store 


























won JIFFY-POTS 


THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PLANT CONTAINERS 






From the fjords of Norway 
come these new, inexpensive 
plant containers to help 
you start your summer plants 
the way your florist does. 
Florists are giving wide 
acceptance to Jiffy Pots, 
composed of peat and wood Jiffy Pot 
fiber, When “pot and all” r 

is planted roots immediately 
grow out into open soil. 







Note how 


penetrate Jy Pot 
Dept. FG-186 





‘WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


FRUIT TREES, STRAWBERRY, RASPBERRY 
AND BLUEBERRY PLANTS 


m serv: to 
satisfaction. Our 
illustrates, descri complete 
= ony Bg at reasonable prices. 
Write jay. 
BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
Box M-36 Princess Anne, Maryland 













BLISTER geo he 
Collapsible $eo—- 2 
COLD-FRAME °° Sq. Ft. Area 


3 FT. SQ. BASE 


Low Cost— Only $5.95 


Heavy Polyethylene Canopy 
omp ete Sturdy Coated Tempered Wire Frame 
Vents with Support Wire 


Easy to Assemble—Easy to Store 
Translucent Canopy 


1. Curbs Sun’s Harmful Rays 


| Two Zipper Openings 


1. For access to Water 
—Weed—Thin 
= ®% 2. For variable Venting 


Stable 


1. Wire ends stick into 





ground 6” 
2. Earth on canopy flaps seal & help hold. 
Handy Order Blank 


NOBBY PRODUCTS CO. 
EXTON, PA. 


Please Send Me “BLISTER 
(Quantity) 


COLD FRAMES” Enclosed is my check [) 
Money Order (] for $ 
Postage Prepaid in U. S. A. 














NAME 
ADDRESS 
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POWERTILL, made by Univator, Inc., 
2031-39 Center Street, Berkeley, Calif., 
is a front-mounted tiller with self-sharp- 
ening tines. Gasoline or electric power. 


CHOREMASTER’S new heavy-duty 
tiller/mower combination features a 
quick change from one unit to the other. 
It is made by Choremaster Division, 
Weber Engineered Prod., Inc., Evans 
Street, Cincinnati 4, Ohio. 






ECONOMY tractor is four-wheeled, 8 
horsepower. Model shown has lights 


and electric starter. Engineering Prod. 
Co., 915 Niagara Court, Waukesha, Wis. 


TOOL DIRECTORY, continued 






ESHELMAN makes a small pulling- 
type tractor with horsepower ranging 
from 12 to 3.8. Many attachments are 
available. Eshelman, 119 Light Street, 
Baltimore 2, Md. 


GARDEN STARTER offers complete 
seed-starting kit. Included are flats, 
germinating material, 100 Jiffy-Pots and 
four packets of florist seeds. Geo. J. 
Ball, West Chicago, III. 




















-MERRY TILLER introduces new pick 
rotors for heavy soil on their machines 
in 1956. Made by Merry Mfg. Co., 
Edmonds, Wash. 





MOW-TILLER, a new product of Ro- 
totiller, Inc., Troy, N. Y., is a tiller and 
mower combination. It is designed and 
priced for the small home garderer. 
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W-W GRINDER is interchangeable to 
shred organic matter into compost ma- 
terial or soil for flats and pots. Gasoline 
or electric power. W-W Grinder Corp., 
Wichita, Kan. 











COUNTRY SQUIRE riding tractor is 
a joy for the whole family. Many at- 
tachments are available, including ro- 
tary mower. Country Squire Tractor 
Co., Muskego, Wis. 








WHEEL-HORSE is 
riding tractor with 242 or 3% horse- 
power engines. It has five speeds for- 
ward and one reverse; 22 attachments. 
Made by Wheel-Horse Prod. Co., 2643 
Dixieway North, South Bend 17, Ind. 


a four-wheeled 












RO-HO cultivator has 40 rotating hoe 
points plus scuffle knife and 5 culti- 
vating teeth. It is pushed by hand. 
Rowe Mfg. Co., 1251 Adams Street, 
Galesburg, Ill. 


SEED STARTER made by A. H. Hoff- 
mann, Inc., Landisville, Pa., includes 
aluminum tray plus a supply of ver- 
miculite starting medium. 


INTERNATIONAL CUB LO-BOY has 
a four cylinder engine generating 9.4 
horsepower at the drawbar. Full line of 
gardening, lawn and farm attachments. 
International Harvester Co., Chicago 
1, Til. 
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LINCOLN PLASTIC MARKERS 


incoin Waterproof ink or Weatherproof Pencil. Resist 
a Sun. Remains legible for years. Used in all 
States of U.S. and in Foreign Countries; not only in 
private Gardens but in Public Parks, Nurseries, Exoeri- 
ment Stations. 


PRICES include |2-gauge 
Galvanized Stee! Supports. 
PLASTIC LABELS 
(White or Green) and ei- 
ther LINCOLN WATER- 
PROOF INK, or Weather- 
proof Pencil. 












in Lots of 2s 100 











Banner 12” 

144x242" $1.50 4.75 
Vertical 12” 

1x3” 1.50 4.75 
Full-View 12” 

14x33” 1.75 6.00 
Full-View 24” 

14x3” 2.50 8.00 


African Violet Labeis 
(Assorted only):— Lengths 
3-4", Widths %@"-34" 

$1.50 per 100. 
Additional Labels per 100;— 
Banner $3, Vertical $3, Full-View $3.50. 
Postage Prepaid to Zones 1,2,3,4; to Zones 5,6,7, add 
5 percent 
For lots of S00 or more, write for Quotatiors. 


LINCOLN LABORATORIES, Dept. FG 
NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA. 


Wi ldflowers 


‘ blooms. Mar 
rare varieties. Growing information 
and true plant names included. a 
Postpaid 
NEW ENGLAND 
Rock SAROEN BLEND 
By &®© and it these seeds grow between and around 
of hardy 
this carefully mixed biend. 
blooming intervals and 
habits. Many easy-to-grow varieties. bad 























SE 











Postpaid 
For unique Home Landscape Catalog send 10c for first issue 


TAYLOR’S TESTED SEEDS 
Sox 253-F mit 






ford. Connecticut 









Reduce Garden Toil 


Eliminate back-breaking cultivating and 
weeding. PROTECTO, the perfect Buckwheat 
Hull Mulch discourages weeds, keeps moisture 
in the ground, lowers soil temperature and 
improves the appearance of your flower beds, 
rock gardens and vegetable areas. Econom- 
icel and easy to use. 50 pounds covers an 
area approximately sixty-five square feet, 
to a depth of one inch. Mail your order 
today for this perfect garden mulch. 


McKENZIE MILLING COMPANY 
QUINCY, MICHIGAN FG.3 


Ship me the following F. O. B. Quincy. My 
check is enclosed. (No C. O. D. Please). 


—___.200 Ibs. $5.00 _____1000 Ibs. $20.00 
—__— 500 Ibs. $11.00 ___ 2000 Ibs. $35.00 





Nome 





Addr 
City 
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Towards a Better Understanding. of Virus Diseases in Plants 


F ALL THE AGENTS which cause 
QO diseases in plants, animals and 
humans, viruses are the most in- 
triguing, the most baffling and, un- 
fortunately, the most difficult to combat. 
Like the winds of a hurricane, you can- 
not see them but you can see the effects 
which they produce. 

_Modern understanding of the nature 
of viruses dates back less than seventy- 
five years even though virus diseases 
of plants and people were described or 
known to exist hundreds and even 
thousands of years earlier. 

The word “virus” is from the Latin 
meaning “poison.” This name was first 
given to these substances in 1898 by 
Martinus Beijerinck, a Dutch micro- 
biologist, who first demonstrated that 
they consisted of a “contagious living 
fluid.” A few years earlier Dmitri Iwa- 
nowski told the Academy of Science in 
St. Petersburg how he passed the juice 
from virus-infected tobacco leaves 
through a porcelain filter with pores so 
fine they screened out bacteria, and how 
he successfully reproduced the disease 
(mosaic) in healthy plants with the fil- 
tered, bacteria-free juice. This is recog- 
nized as the first demonstration of a 
filterable, infectious agent in either 
plant, animal, or human pathology. 

Viruses cause diseases in humans such 
as influenza, poliomyelitis, smallpox and 
measles, and in animals they cause 
rabies, parrot fever, and hoof and mouth 
disease. Even bacteria contract virus 
diseases. 

In plants, these mysterious substances 
impair or destroy chlorophyll, the 
highly essential substance which helps to 
build food for plants. If the impairment 
or destruction is general, the leaves turn 
yellow or chlorotic. If it occurs in 
patches, spots, or streaks, the leaves 
assume a mosaic mottling, a spotting or 
a streaking. The overall effect in most 
instances is one of slow degeneration 
and eventual death of the plant. 
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by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOGIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


Plants actually increase in value when 
infected by a virus in rare instances. 
The so-called flowering maple, Abutilon 
striatum var. Thompsoni, has yellow and 
green blotched leaves that enhance its 
appearance. The Rembrandt class of 
tulips is a virus-infected strain of the 
variety PRINCESS ELIZABETH in which 
streaks of different hues appear in the 
flower petals in place of the normal 
single color of the variety. In the time 
of the French kings, a single mosaic- 
infected tulip bulb sold for as much as 
one thousand dollars. Today we know 
that when such tulips are planted near 
healthy varieties, the entire planting will 
soon become infected. 

The number of plant viruses is un- 
known, but nearly 200 have been recog- 
nized and described with some degree 
of accuracy. Some, like aster yellows, 
can infect a wide range of plants in- 
cluding vegetables such as carrots, to- 
matoes, lettuce and onions; weeds like 
plantain, chickweed, dandelion; and 
ornamentals including China aster, 
chrysanthemum, marigold, petunia and 
snapdragon. Some plants can be in- 
fected by more than one virus at the 
same time, thus complicating both the 
symptoms and effects. 

Tobacco mosaic has been the most 


extensively studied virus because of the 


ease with which it can be transmitted 
from plant to plant merely by rubbing 
healthy plants with the infectious juice. 
Not only was it used by the virus 
poineers late in the last century, but in 
the early 1930's it was the first virus to 
be isolated in pure form and shown to be 
a crystalline protein by Doctor W. M. 
Stanley, presently at the University of 
California. 

As a matter of fact, what many con- 
sider as the greatest contribution ever 
made in the virus field came from Dr. 
Stanley’s virus laboratory only a few 
months ago. Doctors Fraenkel-Conrat 
and Robley Williams assembled a virus 


in a test tube from inactive materials! 
This was accomplished by first sepa- 
rating the tobacco mosaic virus into its 
two principal components, protein and 
nucleic acid, neither of which can infect 
plants. They then put the two parts 
together again and were able to produce 
infections with reassembled material! 

The implications of this work are to 
the field of biology what harnessing of 
the atom was to the physical sciences. 
Man can now “tailor” viruses by taking 
them apart and recombining them so 
they vary from the original. These re- 
combinations may some day provide 
immunity to people and plants, without 
causing disease! They may also help to 
develop virus antigens, materials which 
stimulate production of antibodies. 

To explain the origin of viruses would 
be like explaining life itself. Like all 
forms of life, plant viruses do not arise 
out of nowhere but come from pre- 
existing forms. We know that new 
strain variants arise from old stocks just 
as new varieties of plants arise by the 
process known as mutation or sporting. 

Viruses are composed largely of two 
substances: nucleic acid and protein. 

They are ultra-microscopic in size 
(measuring in the millionths of an inch), 
and hence cannot be seen even with the 
aid of the most powerful microscope. 
They can, however, be photographed 
with the so-called electron microscope 
which uses electron rays instead of light 
rays. The photographs show them to 
vary in size and shape. Some are long 
straight rods, others are short ones, and 
still others are spherical. 

The most unusual property of all 
viruses, however, is their ability to re- 
produce themselves, a _ characteristic 
peculiar to all living things. Here, then, 
are crystalline materials (and crystals 
are considered lifeless) that are capable 
of reproducing themselves when placed 
in the proper environment! 

Viruses are spread in many ways: 


a 








mechanically by rubbing or contact; 
using contaminated knives and pruning 
shears; by graftage; by means of virus- 
infected seeds, bulbs, tubers, roots, or 
cuttings; and, most frequently of all, by 
insects. 

) Under natural conditions only a few 
viruses are spread by human contact. 
Tobacco mosaic is readily transferred 
during planting and cultural operations 
after one’s hands have touched a dis- 
eased plant. 

Once a plant contracts a virus it 
never gets rid of the virus completely. 
Hence the use of virus-infected vegeta- 
tive parts such as cuttings, roots, bulbs, 
corms, and buds assures continuation of 
the virus disease. Some seeds also har- 
bor viruses and hence carry the disease 
from one generation to the next gen- 
eration. 

Sucking imsects such as aphids, leaf- 
hoppers, white flies and mealy bugs 
spread virus diseases in much the same 
manner as mosquitoes spread malaria 
and yellow fever. The insect inserts its 
mouthparts into the infected host plant 
and draws out the plant juices which 
contain virus. With some viruses, a 
certain period of time must elapse be- 
fore the juice taken in by the insect 
becomes infectious. Some of this in- 
fectious juice is later passed to other 
plants. 

If I were asked to single out “Public 
Enemy Number One” among all insects, 
I would certainly pick the green peach 


aphid which feeds on a great variety 


of fruit, vegetable, and ornamental 
plants. This aphid is capable of trans- 
mitting more than fifty kinds of plant 
viruses! 

Not so long ago scientists thought that 
plant viruses could only multiply in 
plant cells. We now know that some 
of them can also multiply inside ani- 
mals! The so-called clover club leaf 
virus, for example, can be passed from 
one leafhopper generation to the next 
via the eggs. Dr. L. M. Black of the 
University of Illinois, formerly Plant 
Pathologist at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den, found that this virus was still infec- 
tious after it was transmitted through 
twenty-one successive generations of 
this insect over a five-year period. Dr. 
Black estimated that the virus in the 
original female had been diluted 
100,000,000, 000, 000,000, 000, 000, 000 
times. It could not have been infectious 
after this period, unless the virus actu- 
ally multiplied inside the insect. Here 
then is a clear-cut case in which a plant 
virus multiplied inside an animal (in- 
sects, as you know, belong to the animal 
kingdom). 

Additional and direct evidence was 
subsequently provided by Dr. Karl 
Maramorosch of the Rockefeller Insti- 
tute. He succeeded in passing aster 
yellows virus by needle inoculations 
through ten generations of virus-free 
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leafhoppers that were never allowed to 
feed on virus-infected plants. 

In my opinion these findings consti- 
tute another major milestone in our 
understanding of viruses. They suggest 
to me the possibility that perhaps plant, 
animal and human viruses are related in 
some way. 

viruses are known. Al- 
though most of them live in soil for 
only a short time, a few persist in the 
roots of both living and dead plants 
from one season to the next, even in 
cold climates. The big-vein virus of 
lettuce and the rosette virus of wheat, 
for example, can contaminate soil in 
which diseased plants are growing. 
Healthy plants subsequently grown in 
such soil will contract the diseases. 

The symptoms produced by some 
plant viruses are so clear-cut that they 
can be diagnosed readily by any plant 
pathologist and by many amateur gar- 
deners. But, as with virus diseases of 
humans, positive diagnosis cannot be 
made on the basis of symptoms alone. 
One must inject the juice from the sus- 
pected plant, or graft a bud, a piece of 
root, or bark onto a healthy plant of the 
same kind, and reproduce the plant 
disease before one can be absolutely 
sure of the diagnosis. Obviously such 
a procedure is used primarily by experi- 
mental workers. 

Plant viruses are combated by both 
direct and indirect methods. 

Because insects are the principal dis- 
seminators of plant viruses in nature, 
then, theoretically, controlling them 
should also control the virus. DDT, 
lindane and malathion have proved to 
be excellent insecticides for virus- 
spreading insects. But at times even 
these highly efficient materials do not 
give complete control. The few un- 
controlled insects are enough to spread 
the virus over a large area. 

Another way to combat some viruses 
is to use care in handling and grow- 
ing plants. Tobacco mosaic virus is 
so easily passed to tomatoes that to- 
bacco users should wash their hands 
thoroughly in soapy water before work- 
ing in the garden. I have seen nearly 
every tomato plant in a home garden 
infected with mosaic where this pre- 
caution was not followed faithfully. 

Sanitary practices such as weed con- 
trol also help to keep viruses in check. 
Many weeds act as virus reservoirs and 
can carry the virus from season to sea- 
son. Chickweed frequently is an ex- 
cellent reservoir for the spotted wilt 
virus’ which affects many vegetabie 
and ornamental plants. 

Roguing and destruction of infected 
host plants also help to keep viruses at 
bay. Old tulip plantings are frequently 
one hundred per cent infected with the 
mosaic virus. In such situations the 
gardener should be ruthless and should 
lift and discard every plant, bulb and 


all, and then replant with new bulbs 
which he has purchased from a reliable 
dealer. 

Heat, applied directly to infected 
plants, or to the growing medium, is oc- 
casionally employed in the control of 
viruses. 

Heat treatment of infected plants will 
work where the virus is more sensitive 
to heat than the host plant. Peach yel- 
lows virus can be inactivated by growing 
infected trees at 95° for a period of three 
weeks, or immersing dormant trees at 
122° for ten minutes. 

A few soil-borne viruses can be con- 
trolled by treating contaminated soil 
with chemicals. Formaldehyde, or a 
mixture of chloropicrin (tear gas) and 
xylene, will control the big-vein disease 
of lettuce. 

The newest and perhaps the most 
practical way of combating some virus 
diseases is to use virus-free plants from 
the very start. Scientists recently de- 
veloped ways to grow virus-free straw- 
berries. Among virus-free plants now 
available from nurseries specializing in 
strawberries are such long-popular va- 
rieties as CATSKILL, FAIRFAX, PREMIER: 
and SPARKLE, as well as some of the 
more recently introduced kinds like 
STELEMASTER, POCAHONTAS, DIXIELAND 
and VERMILION. All these outyield and 
outlive non-virus-free plants. 

Peach, plum, cherry and other stone 
fruits free from virus diseases also will 
soon be generally available because of 
newly developed indexing, testing and 
growing techniques. 

In the near future two additional 
methods may become popular. The 
first involves the principle of immuniza- 
tien, somewhat similar to that used in 
human medicine. Some plants, for ex- 
ample, can be inoculated with a weak 
or relatively harmless strain of a virus 


which then protects them from subse- 
quent infection by a more virulent or 
more fatal strain of the same virus. 

The second method involves the use 
of antibiotics. Some antibiotics already 
available interfere with the reproduction 
of the virus in the host plant rather than 
with the virus itself. Many such virus 
inhibitors are apparently present not 
only in fungi and bacteria but also in 
higher plants like pokeweed, carnations, 
cucumbers, peppers and spinach. Anti- 
dotal materials have been discovered for 
the tomato mosaic virus and for certain 
other viruses affecting peaches, plums 
and cherries. Among these are thioura- 
cil, chloramphenicol and guanazola.® 
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QUALITY PREFABRICATED 
FOR EVERY PURPOSE 
INSTALL IT YOURSELF... 
AND SAWE! 


BASKETWEAVE 
oe sides exactly ff 








give new 
ays to beautify mao home with 
of all kinds . . . from decorative 
Colonial picket to useful louvered and 
woven wood fences. Now you can do-it- 
yourself . . . increasing your pro: 
value at surprisingly low cost. 

w complete fence catalog . . . 
without any obligation. Write to: 

ARNOLD-DAIN CORP. 

BOX FG, Mahopac, New York 


DEALERS: A_ few _ highly-desirable 
Serttorics still available, Write for 








EDEN ROAD 
IRIS GARDEN 


NENATCHEE, WASH 








DELPHINIUMS 


GIANT PACIFIC HYBRIDS 


Plants Will Bloom 
This Year 


The most beautiful and un- 
usual of the Hybrids. Large, 
double, individual flowers 
measuring as much as two 
to three inches across, are 
closely set on tall erect 
spikes three to five feet in 
height. 


The many colors consist of 
pure white, royal purple, 
dark blue, medium blue, 
light blue and lavenders. 


Your choice of colors or a 
mixture of all colors: 8 for 
$2.50 - 50 for $12.50 Post- 
paid. Order now for spring 
delivery. 


Write for free catalog of Hardy Wildflowers, 
Ferns, Perennials and Gladiolus Buibs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS 


OAKFORD, ILLINOIS 
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BESS SSSSSS SSCS SSSSSSCSSSSeS Sees 
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Prefabricated Fences 


Basket-weave Fence: new privacy fence available in easy-to-install sections. 


REFABRICATED OR READY-MADE 
Pp fences (fences that are available in 
sections or rolls for easy installa- 
tion) give protection and privacy at a 
minimum cost. There are basket-weave, 
close picket and louvered types for 
privacy and protection, and picket, post- 
and-rail and hurdle fences for protec- 
tion. Examples of each type are shown 
in the sketches. All are made of 
weather-resistant wood—cedar, red- 
wood, chestnut, oak—and may be al- 
lowed to weather to a beautiful natural 
patina or may be painted to harmonize 
with a house or point up a color scheme 
of a garden. 

Basket-weave fence is the latest 
privacy fence and a section or two, 
strategically located, can give a terrace 
in even a city back yard an air of se- 
clusion. It is available in 8-foot sections 
that are fastened between posts. A sec- 
tion 4-feet high costs approximately 
$15; less when purchased in quantity. 
Basket-weave fence is equally attractive 
on both sides—a decided advantage 
when you want to have privacy and be 
neighborly at the same time. 

Rustic close picket fence serves the 
same purpose as the basket-weave fence, 
is generally less expensive and is ideal 
for an informal setting. On some the 
pickets are fitted tightly side by side; 
on others, a small space is left between 
each picket, and while it is difficult to 














Louvered Fence: for air circulation. 


Close Picket Fence: complete privacy. 


see through this fence from a distance of 
a few feet, air circulates through it. In 
both types of construction the pickets 
are woven together with wire and the 
fence is sold in rolls at about $i to $2 
per foot, depending upon the height of 
the fence which may be from 3 to 8 
feet. A third type of close picket fence 
has pickets that are edged with a saw 
and nailed to a backing strip. This type 
is generally sold in 3-foot panels, costs 
a little more than the woven types and 
like them must be nailed to a frame. 


SKETCHES FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


‘Hurdle Fence: offers protection, is easy to install. Two types available. 
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(iladiolus Catalogue 


FULLY DESCRIBING the newest and finest 


gladiolus obtainable. The All America intro- 
ductions in color, plus many illustrated in 
black and white. Send for one today. 


BRUCE COLLINS 
8844 River Road Utica, 


HOLLY, «5 


soak type, red berries. 2 yoy 
evergreen shrub-type. All plants 4" 
to 6” with mass of roots from 244” 
pots. Postpaid at planting time. 

Ask for FREE Ever, Catalo 


MUSSER FORESTS 


COB-MEAL 


fortifies, revives plant life 


Containing 40% organic matter—COB-MEAL puts 5 se into 
soil \eSpoo: 4-inch 


























» added in proportions of tables m 
po rtted plant, keeps them luxurious and healthy i B+ 
t the winter season—within “two weeks oa: ll see 
P 


ou 
marked difference in plants and flowers—sample pa: e 
enough A seatore a dozen or more average sized 3 

ipy ok for fifty cents, to any point 
continental U.S . 


. Satisfaction or your money back. 
GARLAND-HARPER SALES CO. 
6047 Garland. Detroit 13, Michigan 
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WHITTEN NURSERIES, ‘Dept. 432, Gridgman, Michigan 





Grow giant Pansies with Pitzon 
ka’s Cut-Flower Pansy Seed. Rare 
Swiss mixture of brilliant colors. 


GIANT planes “Rs 


: $2.80 pod. 
ad ped. 

Cataiog FREE 

PITZONKA’S PANSY FARM 

AND NURSERY 

Bristol, Pa. 


AYLILIES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
Send for America’s finest 
full-color catalog — it's 





Box 136 





yours— it’s PREE, 
Russell 
Spring 1 Texas 





Become a Landscape Specialist 


Increase your earning power. 
Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy- Mae -home-study 
method 

rends in landscape ‘= ind cerden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 
Melt Oth Brody peo 
Charter ante, ational Home 8 


AMERICAN LANDSCA PE ‘SCHOOL 
Dept. 136, 4508 Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lows 





















Hyacinths, Crocus, 
Miscellaneous Bulbs. If ‘besides 
also tulips, daffodils, ete. 
seen? state so. 
All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 
J. HEEMSKERK 
e/o P. Van Deursen Sassenheim-Holland 


gladioli, 
are wanted, 





BULBS 
From Holland 
( hundreds of vate of 1 Tulips, atfodiia 


Lilles, ‘Amaryl is, and 
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Louvered fences no longer have to be 
custom built as they are available in 
ready-to-install 8-foot sections, 4 to 6 
feet high. Use them to screen a drying 
yard or terrace where every summer 
breeze must be captured. The louvers 
are either vertical or horizontal, accord- 
ing to your wish. 

The post-and-rail fence graduated 
several years ago from the farm and is 
now the most frequently seen fence 
around suburban homes. It is one of the 
least expensive types available and pro- 
vides a good support for roses and other 
vines. For a more formal appearance, 
try a prefabricated rail fence of milled 
lumber. It costs slightly more than the 
farm type, but for the sake of variety the 
little extra cost may be worth it. 

Rustic and colonial picket fences are 
offered in sections, and posts and gates 
are available to match. They come in 
several different heights enabling you to 
select one in scale to your house or 
garden. There are low ones for en- 
closing play yards and tall ones for 
flower border backgrounds. To give 
some idea of price, a 7-foot section of 
colonial picket fence 4-feet high includ- 
ing two posts may be about $10. 

Hurdle fences, of hand-split - and 
milled wood, as a rule 4 to 5 feet high, 
are obtainable in 8-foot sections. Hurdle 
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Picket Fence: several types available. 





Rail Fence: several types are available. 


fence does not require “extra” posts and 
is hammered into the ground, the sec- 
tions picturesquely pegged together. It 
sells at around $7 per section, depending 
upon the quantity you buy. It is an 
ideal fence for training climbing roses 
and makes a good enclosure for a vege- 
table garden. 

Snow fence (not pictured), is worthy 
of mention. It is a good temporary 
fence where you want to protect a new 
shrub border, for example, and can be 
used for temporary play yards, shading 
lath houses and the like. 

For a list of fence manufacturers 
write to FLOWER GROWER, Department 
Fence, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, 
New York, N. Y.® 




















Learn to do it yourself and save with 
the advice of experts in every field! 
New catalog now available from— 


: 
The Macmillan Company 8 
60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. S 


TLL LL 


a Hardy Perennials 


Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry ||| 
safely coast to coast, ye then live, thrive ||| 
and flower. Hundreds 4 inds, unusual i] 
bulbs and plants, in our New illus- i 
trated catalog. Ask for your copy. I} 





PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. Z New Jersey ||| 


HARDY ASTERS 


Queen of the Fall 
blooms, 


Moorestown 








Vivid colors, giant 


Newest J erian Iris. 
Best tall bearded  iris—Daylilies. 
Write for illustrated list 


Kogueland enti Oton Os. 


Grants Pass, Ore. 
FRUIT TREES 
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ORNAMENTALS 











Be sure to see 
‘ “How to Tell a Beginner about Flower 
: Arranging” on page 115 of this issue. ; 














Fastigate ish Oak 6” $15.00 
Rare, of Lebanen 3’ 12.00 
Weeping Pine 2-3’ 10.00 
Chim se Goluen Larch 3’ 10.00 

Beech 10.60 
York & Lancaster Rese 3 yr. 5.00 





Easily handles 5 times the weight, 
3 times the volume. Use as hand- 
cart or with any garden tractor. 
For free circular and prices, write 


Countryman’s Cart 


GARDEN CONSULTANT 


sat $20 to 660 «dy - ee 2 











homes, estat ete., need ern canepenine, 
Landscaping my full time job ¥ want 
to start own i Start coulis ox 
and work into t . We how. Easy- 
— Home y Course. Hundreds of suc- 
s  Feret rite for FREE 
- TONAL LANDSCAPE INST 
310 Robertson, Dept. F-36 Los Angeles 48 
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New Reversible Decorator Fan 


Pyroxylin finish gold with multi- 
width beige stripes accented by black 
vin stripe. Reverse side in decorator 
beige with beautiful gold scroll border. 
Fan is large size 33” x 17” open, of one- 
piece construction, complete with steel 
brace to hold upright. Ideal to screen 
empty fireplace, or as background for 
flower arrangements. Also available with 
2nd side in Vale Green. $4.75 ppd. Doro- 
thy Biddle Service, Hawthorne 23, N.Y. 


Gay New Garden Boots 


Garden growin’s much more fun in 
stylish Garden Boots. Protect against 
scratches, insects, dirt; keep feet 
Colorful duck top pulls over slack cuffs, 
ties tight. Slacks stay in; can’t snag or 
tear. Patterns: Plaid, Colorful Stripes or 
Checks. Slip on over regular shoes: 
Sizes: small, 4 to 5; medium, 6 to 7; 
large, 8 to 9. Specify Pattern and Size. 
Ppd. $2.95. Comfort Producers, Inc., 
Dept FG, Berlin, Wis. GARDEN CLUBS 
write for fund raising details. 


Deluxe 12 Planter 


The perfect stand for African Violets 
and other plants. Holds 12 individual 
plants that rotate for easy watering and 
adequate sunlight. Plant rests on re- 
movable rubber saucer that’s easy to 
clean and always looks new. Won’t rust 
or corrode. Rubber-tipped legs. Solid 
steel construction. Black or White. $15.75 
ppd. Other models at $11.95. Write for 
literature. Taper Trend Products, Dept. 
F., 320 N. Webster, Naperville, Il. 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY... 


A good-looking small, but practical per- 
sonal card file perfect for home or office use! 
Just the thing for filing business cards, Christ- 
mas lists, personal lists, etc. Easy way to keep 
a list of names current at all times—so much 
handier than an address book. File contains a 
small alphabetical index and plain cards. 
Made of fine wood and covered with gold- 
tooled simulated black leather. Only 7” long, 
44” wide, 2\4” high. $4.95 postpaid. Ex- 
ecutive Products Co., FG-61, Baldwin, N. Y. 


SWINGING BRACKET... 


This hand-cast wrought iron reproduction of 
an old-fashioned lamp holder inherits all the 
charm of the original. Finely detailed. 
Finished in Satin Black. Extends 11” from 
wall. Bowl diameter at the base 344”. Ac- 
commodates almost any size flower pot or 
cil lamp fount. Use one or a pair for an 
unusual wall decoration. $3.75 each, 2 for 
$7.50 postpaid. Stern’s Nurseries, Dept. PJ, 
Geneva, N. Y. 


“FATH DE FATH” PERFUME... 


The House of Jacques Fath has created an 
extraordinarily delightful new perfume, made 
and bottled in France, and not yet available 
here. It's a blend of 40 individual fragrances, 
and is truly exquisite. 14 fl. oz., shipped di- 
rect from France to you for $2.95. U. S. 
value, approximately $7.00. Add 25¢ for 
airmail postage. On delivery, postman will 
collect 15¢ to 28¢ foreign delivery fee, which 
cannot be prepaid. LaMaison Du Parfum, 
Dept. R-9, Noroton, Conn. 





Little Traveler Auto Bench 


Fill in the back of your car at seat 
level with a Little Traveler Auto Bench 
for a safe place for children to ride and 
play. Auto Bench is built on sturdy 
folding legs, has sliding metal top that 
extends from 42 to 60 inches. Ideal for 
trips, drive-ins, shopping tours, etc. 
$9.95 (Add 10% shipping charges). 
FREE travel game included. Literature 
available. Camad Specialty Co., 
Dept. F., Batavia, Ill. 














Easy Way 
to Hang 
Wallpaper 








Roll-On-Wallpaper Hanger 


At last! No trouble to do ceilings with 
Kubricht’s Roll-on-Wallpaper Hanger 
(Pat. Pend.). Simply apply paste to ceil- 
ings and wall, roll paper in position and 
cut along metal gills sdge—adiacable 
for ceiling corners and baseboards. Com- 
plete with pasting instructions. Model A 
for 19” rolls, $2.95. Model B for 22” rolls, 
$3.45, ppd. Send 10c for Catalog—free 
with purchase. Andres, 234 Common- 
wealth Bldg., Denver, Colo. 
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PHOTO STAMPS... 


Send a snapshot or negative of your child, 
yourself, or your pet and it will come back 
reproduced 100 times on a gummed and 
perforated sheet of heavy paper. Here’s an 
utterly charming way to personalize sta- 
tionery, greeting cards, invitations—anything 
you wish. Each picture is 1” x 44”. Negative 
or snapshot returned unharmed. 100 Photo 
stamps, $2.00 postpaid. Midway Sales Com- 
pany, FG-3, 6155 South Keating Ave., 
Chicago 29, Ill. 


CAPE FROM OLD FUR COAT... 


Have your old fur coat remodeled into a 
lovely new fur cape with lining, interlining, 
monogram, fur cleaned and glazed for only 
$22.95. Let Morton's send you their 20th 
Anniversary Style Book showing 25 different 
new styles. Or order style shown here. Just 
mail your old coat to them giving your dress 
size, and height. Pay when new style arrives. 
Morton’s, Dept. E-24, 312 Seventh St., Wash- 
ington 4, D. C. 


“WIGGLY” CAR BELT... 


Keep your child safe while driving! A simple, 
effective belt and ring device allows him to 
move freely on the seat, yet holds him safe. 
Belt fits any car seat; can also be used for 
high chair or as a lead rein or crib and bed 
tie. It is sturdy belt webbing. Solid metal 
D-shaped rings provide easy fastening and 
quick adjusting that hold and never -slip, 
never tighten beyond comfort. $3.00 post- 
paid. Webile, FG-3, P. O. Box 117, East 
Station, Yonkers, N. Y. 





Telescope-Handle Tools 


For big cleaning jobs around the 
house! A _ patented valve controlled 
house-washing head plus 6 ft. aluminum 
handle that telescopes to 3 ft., 10 ft. hose 
and 300 detergent tablets, only $14.95, 
ppd. Interchangeable heads for washing 
cars and windows, watering, spraying, 
fertilizing and other garden tools, paint 
rollers, etc. also available. Write for free 
literature. Tucker Mfg. Co., Dept. F16, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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Garbage Can Platform 


Let this NIFTY* garbage can platform 
help keep your yard beautiful—no litter 
seattered by animals—no grass marks. 
Steel welded construction. Aluminum 
coated—easily installed. 15” steel tubing 
stake furnished. Can top stands approx. 
28” high. Standard 10 gallon, 12-34” 
bott di ter, $5.88; 15 gallon, 15” 
bottom diameter, $6.88, postpaid. Wol- 
verene Co., P. O. Box 2154, Lansing 11, 
Mich, *Trademark S. D. Hicks. 








Cylindrical Container & Bases 


This beautiful hand turned set, con- 
sisting of a 4 inch cylinder, 10 inches 
tall and two lovely bases 8 and 10 inches 
in diameter, will delight any flower ar- 
ranger. Choice of three gorgeous finishes, 
SOLID BLACK WALNUT, LIMED 
OAK or SILVER FOX. A rare bargain 
at only $5.95, postpaid and guaranteed. 
Write for free brochure. Southern Hard- 
wood Specialties Co., Box 535, Pine 
Bluff, Ark. 


Victorian Swinglamp 

Old fashioned charm faithfully re- 
produced to provide light where needed! 
A Victorian hanging lamp with a jet 
black iron base and swing arm has a 
hobnail milk glass shade and glass chim- 
ney. Key switch is of brass. Looks every 
bit like a real antique except, of course, 
it’s electric. Overall height is 19”. $10.95 
postpaid. Jeanne Shop, FG-3, 504 Richey 
Avenue, West Collingswood 6, New 
Jersey. 


Imported Silverware 


Heavily silver plated, antique finish, 
hand-made in Italy. Dainty and stylish 
Florentine design. True collector's item, 
yet practical and useful. Set consists of 
demi-tasse spoon, cheese knife, dessert 
fork and lemon fork. All four pieces 
sent postpaid for only $2.45. Money 
back if not delighted. Sorry, no 
C.0.D.’s. Write, Bussmann Imports, 
401 Ocean Ave., Huntington Beach 1, 
California. 
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New Easy Way to Hang Tools 


New “Hang-A-Tool” holds tools by 
the head — safely, conveniently out of 
the way. You'll want several for garden, 
workshop, household tools — in garage, 
tool shed, basement, service porch, laun- 
dry. Keeps any room orderly. Installs 
in seconds with 2 nails or screws. Sturdy, 
rust-proof. Only $1.00 for 3, ppd. No 
COD’s, please. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 35, 133 No. Santa 
Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 


Check Your Own Rainfall $1 


New RAIN GAGE accurately meas- 
ures rainfall from .01 to 5 inches. Read- 
ings at a glance. A must for land owners, 
farmers, gardeners or just for a hobby. 
Indicates when to plant, when grass, 
vegetables, shrubs need extra watering. 
Precision instrument of lifetime plastic, 
complete with mounting bracket and 3 
year rainfall chart, only $1. You must be 
pleased or your money back! Hoke Tool 
Works, Dept. FG2, Raeford, N. C. 


Grinds or Shreds as Desired 


Only W-W Compost Grinder and 
Shredder comes with interchangeable 
rollers and grinding screen. Shreds or- 
ganic matter for composting and mulch; 
grinds heavy sod for potting soil; mixes 
and grinds compost, fertilizer and soil. 
Rejects trash. $124.50 less motor and 
belt guard; $178 complete with 2 h.p. 
B&S engine, f.o.b. Wichita. Terms usual- 
ly arranged. Write for literature. W.W. 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G. Wichita, Kan. 
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FLUORESCENT LIGHTS ... 


Brighten dark corners with colorful blooms! 
No sunlight needed. Start seeds or vege- 
tables early indoors. Hangs with wire or 
chain from two hooks. Comes with pull- 
chain switch, 6’ cord and plug, and two light 
tubes. Fixture 48” long, $19.95; 24” $13.95. 
Automatic timer switch $11.95. Fold-A-Way 
Aluminum Table 60” x 27” $21.95. For 
$49.50 postpaid you can have large light 
fixture, table and timer switch. The House 
Plant Corner, Box 810FG, Oxford, Maryland. 


GARDEN MARKERS... 


A clear, durable plastic envelope holds seed 
packet or your own label in life-time, sturdy, 
upright metal frame 8” high. Protects name 
of seed, planting directions and care of crop. 
Makes for more efficient gardening. No lost 
envelopes. Box of 8 markers, $1.00 postpaid. 
Gardaids, FG-3, Stone Ridge 6, N. Y. 


KARRY KART... 


A most versatile pair of wheels for hauling 
heavy things around the house and garden! 
Karry Kart is lightweight, with handle of 
34” aluminum tubing firmly attached to 
welded steel platform supported by heavy 
duty rubber tire wheels. Remove basket and 
use Kart for hauling garbage cans, fertilizer, 
etc. $6.98 postpaid, complete with colorful 
basket and plastic liner. Hoke Tool Works, 
FG-3, Raeford, N. C. 





Cup-Grown Zoysia Is Better 


Beck’s Zoysia grass, grown in cups, is 
far superior to cut plugs. Because the 
root system is stronger and undamaged, 
you can have a better lawn faster and 
cheaper if you use Beck’s prefertilized 
cup-grown Zoysia for wider-spaced plant- 
ings. Price same as cut plugs—$10 per 
100. Exclusive at Beck’s—oldest Zoysia 
Co. in U.S. Free brochure. Beck’s Zoysia 
Co., 802 North College Street, Auburn, 
Alabama. 





Walkie Aerator-Aerate Lawns 


Hard and caked lawns retard grass! 
Aeration is cheapest method of soil con- 
ditioning. WALKIE AERATOR (Pat. 
#2714768) is superior to other aerators 
in that no. pushing or pulling is re- 
quired. YOUR WEIGHT DOES THE 
WORK! Simply strap on shoes and 
walk over lawn. Made of sturdy alum- 
inum and will last many seasons. $6.95 
pair. Walkie Aerator Co. Inc., 2063 E. 
18th St., Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 
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JET HOE... 


Cultivates and weeds like a breeze! No more 
chopping or back breaking efforts required. 
Unique double-edge blade easily cultivates in 
either direction with gentle, push-pull action. 
Excellent for thinning, weeding and reno- 
vating lawns. Cuts evenly 4” below surface. 
Steel blades are self-sharpening. Reinforced 
handle adjusts to proper height. $3.95 post- 
paid. Luster Mfg. Co., FG-3, 7261 Van 
Buren Ave., Arlington 1, Calif. 


WROUGHT IRON PLANT STAND 


The modest price of this wrought iron plant 
stand belies its beauty, usefulness and sturdy 
construction. Its grace will add a decorative 
touch to your living room, porch or patio. 
Stand holds three 444” white clay pots and 
is 33” high; legs adjustable. Pots easily re- 
moved for planting and watering. $3.95 
postpaid. Fischer's, FG-3, 43-66 Bowne St., 
Flushing, N. Y. 


CAPE COD WEEDER ... 


Originally discovered in use in the Cape Cod 
cranberry bogs, it is now standard gardening 
equipment in that area. It is sturdily built 
for lifetime use—indestructible steel blade 
and hardwood handle which can’t come off. 
Recommended for weeding lawn or garden, 
rooting out crab-grass, cultivating, root cut- 
ting and for thinning out seedlings in a row. 
$1.00 postpaid. Eagle Products, FG-3, Box 
84A, Meriden, Conn. 





Suburban & Country Dwellers 
NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 


tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-3 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 
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Geranium - Scarlet Princess* 


A winner at many Spring Flower 
Shows. A vivid, true scarlet Geranium 
with heavy dark green foliage. A splen- 
did bloomer with short flower stems and 
large blooms. 6 heavy, well rooted cut- 
tings for $2.50. Also some splendid soft 
salmon shades at $2.00 for 6. Send for 
complete list. Shipped postpaid any- 
where in the United States. Flowerland 
Nurseries, Box 1136, Peoria, Mlinois. 
*Patent No. 875. 





Fogg-It, For Tender Plants 


FOGG-IT hose nozzle breaks water in- 
to fog-like mist for seed beds, newly 
seeded lawns, young plantings, all tender 
plants such as fuchsias, begonias and 
orchids. Works efficiently on either 
high or low water pressures. A must for 
lath or green houses since it creates 
humidity. Fits standard hoses. Only 
$1.95 ppd. No COD’s please. Guaranteed, 
Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 33, 133 No. Santa 
Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 


Orchids In Bud 

(1) CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS IN 
BUD: Asstd. colors; Plants—$8; 3— 
$19.50; 12—$60. UNLABELED, 25 se- 
lected back bulbs, $22.50; others, 50— 
$20; 3—$2. LABELED, 2—$5.50. (2) 
CYPRIPEDIUM, best orchids to grow 
in home; 3 plants $10.75; 12—$40.75. 
CYMBIDIUMS & CYPRIPEDIUMS, 
best orchid corsages. Free illustrated 
catalog. Sherman Orchid Gardens, F-36 
Grand at Gladstone, Glendora 4, Calif. 


Multiple Plant Soaker 


Now you can soak 5 plants at one time 
in random locations up to 24’ apart. 
Grow finer shrubs and flowers. SOAK- 
EZE attaches to your garden hose or 
spigot. Has brass hose connection and 5 
lengths of durable green plastic tubing; 
three % and two 12’. Weighs only 1% 
Ibs. 5 year guarantee. Complete unit 
only $4.95. 10 days FREE trial. Send 
check or M. O. we pay postage. Jons 
Mfg. Co., Dept. M6, St. Matthews, S. C. 
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Hang-A-Pot Holder 


It’s so easy to display potted plants 
more attractively with the Hang-A-Pot 
holder. Prectiedt for plants indoors or 
out; provides a safe, concealed support 
for pots up to 7”. Built to last; sturdy 
construction reduces pot breakage. In- 
stalled in seconds. Pot easily removed 
for watering. Size 54”. Only $1.00 for 4, 
ppd. No COD’s please. Guaranteed to 
delight. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 34, 133 
N. Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 























Insulated Prefah Greenhouse 


This spacious greenhouse, 11’2” x 
12’6”, is a wonderful home for Orchids, 
African Violets, Fuschias, etc. No putty- 
ing, only a few bolts to tighten for erec- 
tion. Completely insulated from ground 
to ridge for warmth in Winter and cool- 
ness in Summer, with TWINGLAS in 
roof and sides. No more heating 
troubles! Price insulated, $499.50; not 
insulated, $399.50 F.O.B. All sizes, Lean- 
to and free standing. Redfern’s Prefab 
Greenhouses, Mulino, Ore. 











Protect Plants from Dog Damage 


This new CHAPERONE automatic 
spray can makes America’s favorite dog 
repellent even easier to use! It’s the hu- 
mane way to prevent burned evergreens, 
trampled flowers, disfigured lawns, 
spilled garbage cans. Dogs, cats, rabbits 
KEEP OFF! Harmless. Big aerosol can, 
$1.49. Send No Money—Order C.O.D., or 
send check and we pay postage. Money- 
Back Guarantee. Car Cag Laboratory, 
Box 72A, South onen Mass. 
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BUD VASES ... 





Swedish hand-blown crystal bud vases for 
the effective dispiay of single blooms. This 
famous imported glassware is a perennial 
favorite. Solid ball base is heavy enough to 
prevent tipping. Natural internal bubble 
formation adds an unusual decorative touch. 
Available in shimmering blue or clearest 
crystal. 514”—$1.25; 7144”—$2.00; 8”-—— 
$2.50. Set of all three, $4.00 postpaid. 
Scandinavian Imports, FG-3, Kitchawan 25, 
N. Y. 

















. TRAVEL KIT... 





These unusual scissors designed in America 
but made in Germany are so designed that 
the space between handles forms a Cross. In- 
setted in the pivot of the blades is a power- 
ful stereoscope, yet only the size of a pinhead, 
which reveals the Lord’s Prayer or a picture 
of The Holy Family. 5” scissor, thimble, 
needles and pins are encased in fine leather, 
making it a perfect traveling set. $3.95 post- 
paid. Abbeon Supply Company, FG-3, 
179-35 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica 32, N. Y. 


UNDER-CUFF TROUSER HANGER 



















The very finest, simplest and quickest hanger 
you've ever used. Keeps pants looking sharp 
by simply slipping the hanger under the 
cuffs. Saves precious closet space too. Can't 
drop off and are easily adjustable to any cuff 
size. Buy them by the dozen! Set of 4 only 
$1.00, postpaid. $2.75 by the dozen. Carol 
Beatty Co., FG-3, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles 46, Calif. 
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The ONLY nozzle with ALL these features! 
One hand “Squeeze—It's On: Release—It’s Off” control 
of mist, spray, jet stream, and coarse spray. Automatic 
shut-off. in addition, any watering device, fertilizer jar, 
auto wash brush, spray tip, etc., can be attached to the 
tip by screwing back the thread guard. Brass working 
parts, reinforced Neoprene rubber gaskets, stainless 

Steel spring. Chrome plated. Guaranteed. Model K200 





(illustrated)—$1.95. Model K100 (without threaded 
tip)—$1.49. At Hardware, Department and Seed stores, 


KAY PRODUCTS 


& 


INDUSTRY 














SUPPORTS 
TALL 
FLOWERS ! 


Your peonies, asters 
and other tall plants 
will stay sturdy, 
straight and beau- 
tiful longer . . . 


with STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from Heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
24” high by 14” in diameter. Easy to set up. Col- 
lapsible for easy storage. No rags, strings or wooden 
stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. Neat wire 

ps and uprights gently hold tall flowers in a 
naturally beautiful position. No broken stems due 
to rain, heavy foliage or mowing. 


6 for only $2.25 Postpaid 


Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS 
NOW ... as supply may be limited later! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded! 


IDEAL MFG. co. ean: mene 
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SIORE with Erna W. Cass 


DEERSKIN CLUTCH BAG... 


An Easter gift extraordinary is this beauti- 
fully styled and detailed envelope clutch bag 
made of the softest, smoothest, natural creamy 
deerskin that goes so well with spring and 
summer costumes. Big enough to hold every- 
thing! $7.50 plus 30¢ postage. The Vermont 
Crossroads Store, FG-3, Waterbury, Vt. 


PERSONALIZED TOWELS .. 


Three beautifully Corde embroidered Cannon 
bath towels make a gift any bride or hostess 
would welcome with joy. Towels measure 
15” x 26” and may be had in soft shades of 
pink, yellow, rose, green, turquoise and white, 
with black names—two first names and a 
last name, or all three towels with last name. 
Be sure to print names clearly. $3.95 for set 
of 3, postpaid. Home Arts, Inc., P. O. Box 
833, Asbury Park, N. J. 


RECORD PACK ... 


Here’s a smart, new holder for your 45 
r.p.m. records! its vertical type storage easily 
holds 100 records and takes less space in 
doing so than the conventional record racks. 
Records stack neatly and keep free from 
warping or scratching. Finished in polished 
brass or black wrought iron. $1.50 postpaid. 
The E. H. Grossman Co., FG-3, 1574 Luxor 
Road, Cleveland 18, Ohio. 


Pe 








Baby SHEET And 
CASE SET $4°° 


What a wonderful gift for that new baby. Cuddly Kitten design 
for baby embroidery stamped on good quality white cotton. 
Sheet is 36x50 inches. Cose is 13x19 inches. Both are Hem- 
stitched Hemmed. 
815—SHEET AND CASE SET 
Thread to complete Set 
Add 20c for Shipping and Handling 
FREE 40 PAGE NEEDLECRAFT CATALOG INCLUDED! 


Frederick HERRSCHNER CO. 


72 E. RANDOLPH ST., CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 
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Gov't. 
Mfrs. Cost Outwears Ordinary Cord 10 to 1 


Light, strong, durable, eee. Will not rot 

mildew. Ideal for indoor use. Camping. 
boating, hunting, h 7° and blinds. Per- 
fect for tent ropes, Neue anchors, deer cord, trot’ lines, 
crabbing, etc. 





NYLON BRAIDED CORD 
ay ~ Ib. test, white, per ft 
375 | test, white, per ft... id 
3/16" dio., 350 | ib. test, olive drab, per tt... 2¢ 
in 50, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500 ft. and over lengths. 


NYLON ROPE 
ye" mf 2,700 Ib. We Any length to 600 ft., 


NYLON BRAIDED LINE 
V4" dia, 1,000 Ib. Bae olive drab, per ft 
In 39, 50, 100 ft. lengths. 
wevuane FISH LINE 
Proven best by experienced fishermen. Heat 
ar. hate! not p. ‘a or unravel. 25 Ib. 
test. 50¢ 
NYLON WEB 
Perfect ey a safety ae 
luggage straps, tow-lines 
carrying straps, boat mg crepe, 
¥ e ‘hn greater 
ease and safety . . at far tess cost. Just ‘al thing 
for the garage or workshop. 
1” wide, 3,000 Ib. test, per foot 
13%4" wide, — Ib. test, per foot 
n 5, £8 
Minimum order 1,96. $6 





10, ark foot x oro 
-0. C.0.B. plus 
ig Ay ‘Sonsan 





SCOTT MITCHELL HOUSE, INC 


Dept. NY-56, 611 Broadway New York 12, N.Y. 





_ PLANTS for 


, Laster | 


Gift Supreme for This Traditional 
Day! Blooming orchid plants are unsur- 
passed for modern indoor elegance . . . 
and Easter the day ideal for this inspired 
remembrance. A gift plant in her room, 
or at the altar, will bloom for weeks to 
come! Each bud bursting into splendor- 
ous bloom a thrilling reminder of Easter 
and you! Mature plants shipped any- 
where in U.S. $7.50, $10, $15 sizes f.o.b. 
Rod MeLellan Co., 1450A El Camino, 
Se. San Francisco, Calif. 


Flower Lovers!! 


You, too, can make lovely flower ar- 
rangements with BLUE RIBBON 
Flower Holders and Vase Stands! 
Flower Holders (hair-pin tpye) non- 
rusting, hold large or small stems at any 
angle. If not available locally send us 
$2.00 for a holder large enough for a 
dinner table arrangement, and $1.50 for 
two Vase Stands, plus 25¢ postage. Blue 
Ribbon Flower Holder Co., 2315-17 
Fourth St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”, Ball bearing wheels. Designed 
for use with Fluorescent fixtures. Write 
for literature and additional informa- 
tion on new accessories being offered. 
Tube Craft, Inc., e artment D, 1950 
West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, Ohio. 
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YES, 100 TOY FOR $1 
ord his ye fe 


MODERN TOY Co. 
7011 Sunset Bivd. Dept. FG Hollywood 28, Calif. 





adusr K NEE REST 


Makes Gardening 
a Real Joy 


Takes away all the 
discomfort. Chrome 
arms make it very 
easy to get down 
and up. No more 
hurt knees, no leg 
stiffness, from kneel- 


USE FOR INDOOR JOBS, TOO. Holds 
weight person. Stron; X construction. * ca 
last for years. Wt. 8 17” wide, 1045” 

14” arms. At Stores or $6.95 pos $7. 


of Denver. Write for #9 postpaid: $135 Weel NG 


PRODUCTS CORP., Huntington 12, W. 








BURN REFUSE 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Tilt back hood—pour in 
refuse—ignite—close and 
safely burn damp, green, 
dry, garbage and refuse 
to fine ash in any 
weather. Scientific draft 
design ends neighbor-an- 
noying nuisance and the hazard of flying ash, 
sparks, burning blowing bits of paper. Mini- 


24’ high—3 bu. cap.—$17.95 
coal. "Leones back guarantee. 

ALSTO COMPANY 
Dept. FG-3, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 














“GUMFINGER® 


The ONLY LAWN RAKE with Flexible Rubber Teeth 


ideal for “combing” the lawn free of 
leaves and clippings before reseeding 
or applying fertilizer. 
Will not tear grass roots, 
= Safe if stepped on. 
Sturdy hardwood handle. Lightweight, 


Sizes—16”, De mee lt 
g AY F INDUSTRY 





shop in 
Flower Grower's 


BRASS EAGLE BOOKENDS... 


George Washington was the first to- use the 
Federal Seal in 1782 when he affixed it 
and his signature on a prisoner exchange 
document. Now the great Federal eagle with 
olive branch, arrows and shield on a heraldic 
wreath have been hand-cast in gleaming solid 
brass for these beautifully detailed bookends. 
An ideal gift for office or home! $6.50 pair, 
postpaid. Sturbridge Yankee Workshop, 
FG-3, 52 Brimfield Turnpike, Sturbridge, 
Mass. 


TROPICAL PERCH... 


Inactive caged birds often suffer from drafts, 
chills and cold weather. By simply plugging 
perch into any wall outlet your pet will 
select the comfort zone that feels best to him. 
Safe, it fits standard cages and comes with 6 
foot UL-approved cord. While you're asleep 
or away from home your bird will be com- 
fortable. $5.95 postpaid. Sally Shepard 
Products, FG-3, P. 0. Box 387, Ossining, 








HOSE REEL 


It’s terrific! Winds 125 ft. of 
hose. Simply fasten bracket to 


Reel & Bracket $4.95 omteals 
Extra Bracket 75¢ 


Send check or money ‘aime 
BECKER PRODUCTS CO. 
161-30-129 Ave. 
. FT. SPACE Jamaica 34, N. Y. 











draw me! 


TRY FOR A FREE 2-YEAR 
ART SCHOLARSHIP WORTH $375°° 


Prize: Two years of free training for a career 
in advertising art, cartooning or illustrat- 
ing—plus a series of art textbooks and a 

rofessional drawing outfit! You’re trained 
by professional artists. You get individual 
coaching by the world’s largest home study 
art school. Many of its graduates are earn- 
ing big money today. 


DRAW 7 it 5 inches high. Use pencil only. 
THIS All drawings must be received by 
omn's AS April 30, 1956. None returned. Winner 
notified. Amateurs only. Our students 

not eligible. Mail drawing today. 


eae ae eee ee 


ART INSTRUCTION, INC., stuDio 3336 
500 South 4th Street e Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 
Please enter my attached drawing in your “Draw Me’”’ contest. (PLEASE PRINT) 


AGE__ Phone 
Apt 














Zone County 


ati 
r 
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ZIP-A-MOCS ... 


Give your “little Indian” these darling zip- 
pered moccasins for Easter. They are made 
of glove-soft, top grain moccasin leather and 
may be had in a choice of cream or two-tone 
red and cream. Children’s sizes only, 1 thru 
8. $2.95 pair postpaid. The Three Texans, 
FG-3, P. O. Box 6873, Dallas 19, Texas. 


DRINK-UP PLANTER ... 


A planter that keeps plants watered and fed 
automatically—never too little and never too 
much. Beautiful two piece planter in bronze 
or ebony, makes it necessary to add water 
only about every ten days and food once a 
month. $2.00 postpaid with a 3 year supply 
of plant food. J. K. Stalcup, Route 5, FG-3, 
Marietta, Georgia. 














PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES | 


CS 
——L_—__ 





~ 
Each GUARANTEED to hatch over 100 mantes to 
destroy insect pests as featured in articles in LIFE & 
THE AMERICAN m ines. $1. each, 6 for wil 
incl. instructions. O now. (Free folder. € 
MANTIS MAN, RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK. 


























fe oer 


Bring Garden Beauty 
Indoors all year’round! 


EXQUISITE ALL STEEL 


PLANT STAND 


AT A SENSATIONALLY LOW PRICE 


$14.95 value 
® Revolving Arms 
@ 3% Feet High 
@ Will Not Tip or Tilt 
® Holds 10 Plants 





Never Before Such A Value 


Revolving arms—for daily plant sunning 
and easy watering, different room arrange- 
ments—extend outward 5 to 10 inches 
from center. Holds 10 standard size = 
including one 8 inch pot at bottom. Fili- 
gree-metal center post may be filled with 
moss for climbing plants. Use indoor or 
outdoors—in living room, porch or patio. 
Baked-on enamel finish—weather resistant 
—last for years. Smart functional design 
harmonizes with any decor. (Plants and 
ots not included.) Order today on money 
Back guarantee, I di hipment 








NIRESK INDUSTRIES, Ps?t 
4757 N. Ravenswood, Chicago 40, Iiiinois 





SN 


\ 
S 


State your choice: Wrought Iron Black or Tropical 
White in silky-smooth permonent baked enamel finish. 


IE IA ery 
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; THIS BOOK TELLS j 

| YOU HOW TO i 

1 CLIMB STAIRS 
SITTING 

| DOWN! 


Cn ee ee ee oe so 


For someone in your 

family, climbing 

stairs may be a stren- 

uous chore .. . one that is often 

— by your doctor. Now you can 
ve one story convenience in your 

home with an Inclinator .. . the safe, 

attractive incline elevator. 


Glides up ond down 
on on inconspicuous 
track. Comfortable 
= seat and foot rest fold 
ogoinst beautifully- 
= finished main ponel. 
4 mM, Safe and easy to 
{ Ma joperate. No speciol 
ai /k wiring — uses normo! 
MT Pani) ©6Elevette . . . for those 
who prefer a verticol 
elevator for home use. 


sans) 
Wises 


, | it 
ii a Al \ 
= Send for 
- — as FREE Book 

—— 
NCLINATOSR 
Pioneers of simplified passenger lifts for the home. ! 
2253 Paxton Bivd., Harrisburg, Pa. | 


Please send me free descriptive folder on the J 
inclinator and the name of my neorest decier. 


Nome 
Address i 

















TEST YOUR SOIL 
KNOW ITS REQUIREMENTS 
FOR BETTER GROWTH 
With a Kemp soil kit you can know 
how your soil tests. You can also de- 
termine what 
your soil needs 
for best results 
from a chart 

furnished. 


Send for 
Kit Today 


Send $1.00 and kit will 
be prompt 














Free! VALUABLE 


a! et- 
Get this scarce genuine postage stamp, 
s illustrated uring first U.S.A. 
(issued in 1847!) PLUS big collec- 
of 30 all-different United States: 
19th century, valuable $5 stamp, ete. 
PLUS collection beautiful Commem- 
tives includi "93 +Columbien, 
Boy Scouts, Wild West, many others. 
TRA: other exciting offers; 64-page Collector’ 
uide; Big Bargain Catalog of U. S. Stamps. 
Oc for mailing costs, Supplies Limited. Act Now! 
ARRIS Transit . i 7 8. 


St! 4 





Flower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order d in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 mini for 3 

insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms; CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower, 


Classified Dept, 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. ¥. 
—————————— 











Achimines 





ACHIMINES. Blue, White, Lavender, Red, $1.00 dozen. 
Have six named varieties, two each $1.00. ROBERT 
CAMPBELL. Cam 1 Avenue, Jacksonville, Fla. 


African Violets 








African Violet Potting Soil 





CTERMEZ® cerrina en made vin flaky leaf- 
mold especially for African Violets. Won't pack. Postpaid 
east of Denver, 4 lbs. $1.15, 9 Ibs. $2. 25 13 Ibs. $2. 85 
WINDOVER, Box 3033 Evansville, Indiana. 


African Violet Rooting Powder 


FREE FOLIO ‘$5,000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited 
Work home-spare time! No merchandise, equipment, 100 
other homework~ businesses! HAYLINGS-FG6, Carlsbad, 
California 





nd for A 
4 NATIONAL HERP. 
EXCHANGE, Dept. G. Gardena, Cali 


$5,199.90 WAS PAID to John Betts, 
GROW full time 


a} roun We Ib. 
OMS, Deot. i5t 2954 Admiral Way Seattle. Wash. 





in few weeks 





| npg ALL roots African Violet leaves faster. Packet 
25e coin. 5 packets $1.00 th FREE 
t set. EVELYN JAMES, Box 


ichigan 





African Violet Supplies 





SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 125. Illustrated cata- 
log contains valuable cultural advice. FREE! MRS. 
‘NIE SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive, Fraser, 


Michigan 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecticides, 
charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line, catalogue. NEIL 
MILLER, Penns Grove 2, New Jersey 





LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, guaranteed 
new and old varieties. Request list. PRISCILLA 
LANDAKER (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 Grigg, Cincinnati 
7, Ohio 


AFRICAN VIOLET, Gloxinia = Reichsteineria (Ges- 
nera) Cardinalis, ae 100 of each, all three 
for $1.00 J. L. ARNOLD, 159 po PL, Decatur, Ga. 








AFRICAN VIOLETS. Plants, rooted cuttings, leaves. New 
double pinks, 1955 sensation. Stamp for list. Visitors wel- 
come. FREUDENBERG FARMS, Markesan, Wisconsin 





AMERICA’S Lda y+ up tow x Catalog on request. See 
our ad on page 145. FISCHER GREENHOUSES. Dept. 
C.F., Linwood, New Jersey. 


CAROLYN RECTOR’S NEW AFRICAN is Sf 
cow - ep LIST for 1956 ready now, price 60c. WH. 
LOW’'S, 2236 Pacific Avenue, San Pedro. Calif. 


DOLLAR BARGAIN—African Violet Leaves—Double Ar- 
butus Pink, Colonial Pink, Pink Fringette. Send stamp for 
list. NORTON PLANT SHOP, Norton, Massachusetts 








Agents Wanted 





CALIFORNIA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. me gee _ MISSION, 
2328BD West Pico, Los Angeles 6. Cali 


hd A SPARE-TIME Greeting Card and Gift Shop at 

home. Show friends - les our new 1956 All-Occa- 
sion Greeting Cai Gifts. Take their orders and 
earn up to 100% profit. Costs nothing to try. Write today 
for samples on approval. REGAL GREETINGS, Dept. 
26, Ferndale, Michigan. 








Azaleas 





AZALEAS HARDY EVERGREEN, 32 
colors. 12 for $3.95, post paid. Free me on request. 
AZALEA LAND, INC. Box 62, Freeport, ) i & 





DOUBLE PINK GIRL, <i a ee E 
VARIETY $2.00 each 50c sh est circular. 
THE SELECT VIOLET House. 13033 Be 4 Avenue, 
Box 1444. Youngstown, Ohio 


DOUBLE PINKS; MASTERPIECE, PERFECTION 
sah bg Fairy Cushion, White Cushion, Blueva, 

50 6/$10.00. WILSON’S FG, 943 Greenwood Northeast, 
Ationte, Gs. 





Baby Evergreens 





BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog Free. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 





LEAVES, Healthy, sensibly priced. Send for free list. 
Free leaves with each order. GWEN BETTENCOURT, 694 
County Road, Barrington, Rhode Island 


LOOKING FOR LEAVES? Many new ones and best of the 

old too, our free list includes some of our own 

creations. 10 leaves $3.00 MAXALEA NURSERIES, Oak- 
hill Road near Sherwood Road, Baltimore 2, Maryland 





Begonias 


AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 

THE BEGONIAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to each 

yo “eH ie nee Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
ngeles 54. Cal 








NATIONAL AWARD weneine i V SERIES most out- 
standing violets of 19% Send envelope for price list. 
VIOLET TREASURE OU SE, ‘Springdale, Arkansas 


BEGONIAS, SERANIUEE EXOTICS! Illustrated a 
logue describing 1,000 varieties, 10c. 4 Rexes for ‘‘greei 
thumb’ * artists, 50. LOGEE’S GREENHOUSES, 








NEWEST VARIETIES AND OTHERS. Leaves and 
lants. Visitors always welcome. Stamped envelope for 
ist. AFRICAN VIOLETS, Box 302, Fayette, Ohio 


OUTSTANDING as Brides at Wedd . Lovely, exciting 
new African Violets. Send stamp for leafcutting catalog. 
NAOMI'S, Dept. F2, Brockport, New York 


OLD AND NEW VARIETIES. Plants. leaves, rooted 
cuttings. Begonias, Houseplants. Free List. MRS. T. C. 
BEE, Route No. 3 Newnan, Ga. 











SEED—Named varieties cross llinated, $2.00. Kit- 
contaiains, s . Germinating —— —. by new plastic 
Seed $3.00. Instructions talog Free. 
KRAU SE 8 African Violet NURSERY. ti Tises “Christopher, 
Inglewood, California 


an Ag Stars on Pink 





or 


t 
ble oe irl). 50c eae 
Queen, 


ble Painted Girl, 
. Pink Cloud, Show Man, _ 
Fringette. Minimum order for rooted —$3.50 
HENRY TEN HAGEN, Woreun,. New York “(Pree ist). 


TOP OF THE CROP African Violets, 18 different double 
pinks. Stamp for list. AMY ALCORN, 210 South Rhode 


Island, Mason City, Iowa 








African Violet Planter Mix 





SMITH’S PLANTER MIX for all house plants. 4 quarts 
$1.00, 10 quarts $2.00, 6 quarts Vermiculite $1.00 post- 
id. SMT POTTING SOIL COMPANY, 2513 East 





African Violet Plant Food 





pabb U PLANT AFRICAN VIOLET FOOD. Proven per- 
‘or violets—used and tested by nent growers— 
 Sonhiet and generous package—10¢ coin. IM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES, Box 1955, Columbus 16, Ohio. 
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varieties, all 


GROW ORCHIDS at pen ee ferns F 
‘round, Maine to California. NO GREENH Gor. 
oo Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, ete, Successful home grower 


you how. F: FLOWERLAND. 
rot Wilshire, “Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & 
Start your own business. part or full time. Many gooc 
paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send 
FREE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE TNSTITUTE, 
Studio CF-36, 310 8. Robertson Blvd.. Los Angeles 48. 





= Many good 





MINIATURE TREES Fun! Easy! Profitable! Why pay 
x 00, $10.00 for rare growing secrets? Free Details, TINY 
REES, P.O. Box 3084F, Chicago 54. 





PRESERVE Living Flowers! Make Bouquets last years 
Amazing New Process, works like magic! — and $$$$s 
opportunity. $2 brings revealing Secrets. PRESERVA 

LABS 1036-LMH So. La Brea, Los yo 4. 19, Calif 
WAXES FLOORS WITHOUT WAX”, 
No more floor wax to buy. 
on trial. KRISTEE, 





New Invention 
Sensational seller. Samples sent 
118, Akron, io 





Cacti Succulents 





pi addy d AND SUCCULENTS in many unusual kind 
ered in our — —% Price List. 10¢ please. GATE 
CACTU S INC., Box 247-A, Corona, California. 


FASCINATING CACTI AND SUCCULENTS: Send for 

our free descriptive price list. LA QUINTA DESERT 

GARDENS, La Quinta, California 

a a FOR PLANTERS— —Twenty varieties mixed, or 12 
-—rooted, named P.P. $2.00. Instructions included 

NATIONAL CACTUS & SUCCULENT CLUB, 12021 

Hallwood, El Monte, California 











Caladium 





FOR gals — Fancy Leaf Caladium Bulbs. No. 2 bulbs 
1”-1 Named varieties 100—$1 4.00; Mixed varieties 
No. 1 Bulbs 1%”- : Named varieties, 

; Mixed vartetion, 

F.O.B. Sebring Railway Express. 
$2. Bulbs $3.50 dozen. reds, pinks, whites 
. SMITH NURSERY, P.O. Box 563, 

Sebring, Florida. 





Camellias 





et TUBEROUS—Double Soins Oy Camellia 
oe large, —_— Belgium, in six colors each 

ppd. No C.0.D.’s. NASSAU GARDENS: 
Box oda” "Dest C, Oceanside, N. Y. 
BEGONIAS—Antonelli’s famous strain. Six large tubers 
$2.00. Gladiolus, Dahlias, perennial seeds. Catalog free. 
PuAths'S GARDENS, Box 109-F, Puyallup, Wash- 
ngton 





i<j tl PLANTS GROW ... AS THEY GO... 
TO YOU! Perkie Camellia Sasanqua, hybrid rhododen- 
or Royal Azalea 2 year, % doz. $3.75; doz. $6.45 
had 50c for handling. Handsome entertaining Perkie 
lant handbook, 25¢ or free with order. Perkie Plant 
Folder Free. IVY HILL FOREST, Dept. FG., Cockeys- 
ville, Maryland 





TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. Buy the best and you too will 
have large double Beye All colors, Types: Picotee. Ruffled 
and Camellia $4.00 a dozen pre; . Send 25¢ for catalog. 

ALPINE BEGONIA GARDENS Rhododendron, Oregon 





Bird of Paradise 


SPECTACULAR bye OF PARADISE. Easily grown 
indoors, Seed $1.00 pkt. Complete Growing Instructions. 
ALEXANDER SIM, Fioris Hts. Road, Malibu, Calif. 








Bulbs 


BULBS FROM HOLLAND. Our catalog offering hundreds 
of varieties of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS, 
CROCUS etc. ete. will be sent on application. J. 
«amr maaan c/o P, Van DEURSEN, Sassenheim, 
ollan 


HOLLAND GROWN BULBS. Ask free, 
descriptive catalog with prices of Tulips, 
Daffodils, etc. Q@. ELKHUIZEN, Sassenheim, 








self-edited, 
hs 


Chrysanthemums 





CHRYSANTHEMUM free 
Crockett, (new). 
berian Iris, and 
Magnolia, N. J. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Beautiful, 
plants (several varieties), $1.25 
plants. Free lists. RALPH 
Arkansas. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Over 300 

hobby, surplus plants sold each spring. popular prices 

2s types, sizes and colors. Request variety list. F. A 
PIVEY, Box 574, Montgomery, Alabama 


HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Free Catalog lists New 
and Popular Hardy Chrysanthemums; Perennials — 
home; House Plants in variety. TERRACE VIEW GAR- 
DENS, Greencastle, Indiana 


HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS: 10 (all different), $1.00: 
30 (10 varieties), $2.00; 100 (10 varieties), $5.00 
Labeled 50c per order, Postpaid. BURNETT GARDENS. 
Assumption, Illinois. 


catalog 
Hemerocallis, 
other: 


describing Davy 
Japanese, Bearded Si- 
perennials. OMAR COLES 





brilliant colors. 12 
postpaid. Other flower 
UNDERHILL, Beebe, 





varieties grown as 











pg dl y= PRICES from oe most reliable GROWER 

CLIMATED DAFFODILS for SHOW, GAR- 
DEN” P ware RALIZING. TPAFFODIL MART, Nut- 
tall, Gloucester, Va. 





Business Opportunities 





AMAZING PROFITS in specialty: farming. Copy and 
full particulars 20. SPECIALTY i SERVICE 
1547 S. Cloverdale, Los Angeles 19, Cali 


Base CHRYSANTHEMUMS, PRIMROSES, DAHL- 
IAS: Reduced prices. Super dahlias in collections, cheap 
300 varieties. List Free. WINCHESTER NURSERY 
3E. Snohomish, Wash. 


HARDY ENGLISH CURVEANT REMUS Merthwent's 
——, collection. Over three hundred varieties. 
Save—Buy Direct from Grower. Free Catalog. FAIRLEY’S 
NURSERY, 613 Bryden, Lewiston, Idaho 

HARDIER MUMS ARE HERE—NEW HAMPSHIRE 
University’s new Granite Series are really rugged. Other 
— A an my List. PINE-CROFT NURSERIES, 
Exeter N i 
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Fewer Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


“MODERN MUMS FOR 1956" features 


ae ee finest gar- 
den varieties and m for 


ehoice Send 
y today. NG's FLOWER FIELDS. 3100 
Leighton” Ave., Lincoln, Nebr. 


PRIZEWINNING SURYEART RSE ES: 250 == gpd 
Large — ~~ peangy Bee" ediate 


Button — Cus y Boo pany Single. ‘List. 24 La Large 
(4 varieties) ‘labeled—$2.00" 48 Assorted (16 varieties) 
palebetee © 











Daylilies Hemerocallis 


COLLECTION: Aladdin. 
Baggette, Bountiful, B 





Afterglow, Amulet, Babette, 
. Caballero, Ce 
an 





2.00. 50 each 
$6.00 Mrs. H. G. WOODS; Route 3, Box 35. Donal 
ville. Georgia 


eAes eeeny eve OngyeANTNEmYaS 2 each 
nm $3.00. Sing s, Buttons, 2 each 10 

43.00" be’ Prepaid. GABLES’ NURSERY, 
Haralson, Georgia 


12 BEAUTIFUL VARIETIES OF GARDEN MUMS in- 
——s = new introduction. $1.00 grown and 
ure loom ea year GOWEN’S GARDENS, Rt. 5, 
Eucelsior. Minn. 











Colchicine 


PREPARED vv a rn yl anaes or Profes- 
Transform 


hobby plants ‘into ‘— . Use eithe 
v an se r 
or soputien. Directions furnished. $2. 

c.0.D." BROOKLANDS: PHARMACY, 
363 The Brooklands, Akron, Ohio 








Cook Book 





500 RECIPES by Trinity age Church Members. 
Smorgasbord Section. Write MKS. CARL ANDERSON, 
3 Stonleigh Road, Worcester, Mass. $1.60 id 


’ fe 
. TOM CRAIG, BR. 4, 
Escondido, Calif, 


DAYLILIES—Best Varieties. 4 ae 00. Iris 6— 
$1.00. be! Postpaid. Cata log. RS. TRACIE 
CHEATHAM 345 South 4th, Danville, Ky. 


ge |S +—10 Freshly dug. husky plants, post 4 
$4.50. Bicolors—-Aladdin, Bicolor, — . 
Sulin: Pinks—Delly Varden, 
Sweetbriar; Reds—-Autumn_ Red, 
Golds—Halo, Ophir: Patricia, Sunny 
West. 
Jersey. 








Sachem ; 
Triumph; Catalog. HEMKNOLL, Whippany, New 


Fuchsias 





SPECIAL OFFER:—6 named fuchsias, $2.75 postpe!¢ 
Please state upright or basket. Free catalog. HORNER'S 
NURSERY 1730 N ine. National City, Calif. 





Gardenias 





THREE GARDENIA PLANTS FREE until Easter, with 
each dozen of Gastate  ——— Hea, Cestrum, Croton 
Hibiscus, FOB 


Jasmine, ment, dozen 
Florida. PHILIP pate. “Ttecteumse 10, Florida. 





Geraniums 





DAYLILY py J BEARDED IRIS price list offering 
mod oun outstanding varieties sent on request 
‘NG, Tallulah, Louisiane 


gf nae OFFER—12 plants Pe ice double varieties 





porethy \a yy ry Claar (Pink) #. 00, Mabel 

) $3.00. (Yellow) $3.00, Trail Beauty 

(Orange) Se.00. Ruck” ap roots, DILL GARDENS, 
4730 eege Avenue, Affton 23, Mo. 


Rorecsee. SPRING SHIPMENT. Choice of fous. 
Deli Doub! Ducat, Firecracker 


cacy, lames, 
es Talisman, Yellowstone. $5.00. HOWE GAR. 


DENS. M ts 


OR. sTours HYBRIDS. Seventy 
“*breaks’’ in color, season and t 

log 10c. FARR NU URSERY 
Pennsylvania 











pioneer and distinct 
" ‘gle to 1956. Cata- 
Box 9, Womelsdorf, 








35 mm Color Slide Programs 





ioe pmnes NEW LIST 120 RENTAL — Roses, ne. 
Daylil Gardens, Arrangements, F Shows 
PHILIP. ‘CORLISS, Box mM Somerton, ‘Arisena. 





Corsage Making Supplies 


THE BEST corsage making od are so inexpensive. 
Free illustrated ca ROTH 5 pease SERVICE, 
FG-36, Hawthorne, New York 





Dept. 





Dahlias 





“AMBASSADOR Lge as, Blackie, 
Luffy’s Delight, Chadwick, Godfrey, Many Others. -Cata- 
log Ready. AMBASSADOR GARDENS, 207 Pearl Street, 
East Point, Georgia. 


BEST NEW and Standard Dablilia Varieties. The Beauty 


Spot of your Garden. Root List Free. HAUGH DAHLIA 
GARDENS, Wellsville, Ohio 


Herne ager nie s ba onee of California's 
gardens. for list. PETE'S DAHLIA 

GARDENS. P.O. Ber "Sos, Tulare, Calif. 

DAHLIAS—8 goots, early cutflower type, labeled, all 


different, $2. giant flowering, labeled, $1.50. RO- 
BEANNA DAHLIA FARM. Millington, Michigan 














NEW REMEROCALL IS listed in Color classes, large 
lants. —— jon of Blooms. Bleeding Heart, Earlianna, 
Nebraska, Starlicht ‘sted at $5.85, for 
OD IRIs GARDENS, 7595 Montgomery 
innati, 
sunrTieet SURPRISES—Finest es = Pinks 
Galore. Select from hundreds. 6—$2.95. 12-84. 95 Post- 
id. DAYLILIES, 7728 Holmes, Kansas City Missouri 
Driftwood — — 


Dunean, M 
Se 50. ikENWO 








Decorative Mulch 


BEAUTIFY YOUR a aay a ve our ever- 

lastic pon gl INES to mulch and decorate 

of the rainbow to create amazing 

soi preserve moisture. 

per package postpaid. BEAVER. TOOL CO. 

Products Division) R.D. 2, Beaver, Pennsylvania 
(Copyright) 





ebud. 1 aa Lady 4 8 inches tall wr Boe 
$3. postpaid. Free Catalogue. COOK'S 
GREENHOU BE. Sterling, Kansas 





NEW ‘- 2 paasee waguenares A 
jak badd Fuchsias developed 

releases, “Pelarmmman “One 
r’” Free descriptive Mist. OUTWATER 
NURSERY, i7331 Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific Pali- 
sades, California. 





12 STRONG poeres CUTTINGS agg 
—s. a including ~~ leaf varieti 


qsoning ins’ 
JACK HAASE GREENHOUSES, Pekin, Illinois 





Gladiolus 





ast Now!! > "y quality at amazing prices. Get o: 
atalogue it to yourself. ALLOWAY GLAD. 
TOLUs GARDENS. R. D. No. 1, Lyons, New York 


=a amentea ecare. ve! Very as ae cstped 
world, shown 


finest 8 color free 
a, Also ‘\inleture Gladiolus. ‘VENNARDS- ‘GAR. 


DENS. Box 394F. Sioux City, Iowa 








ALL AMERICAN GLADS? We ner them with color 
plates. 100 others too. Get our free Wholesal« 
retail, WOODSIDE, GLADIOLU BY GARD NS, Webster 
New 





Delphiniums 





CLASSE SS-—See = introductions. Symposium win- 
ruffled varieties. Send for free illustrated 


catalog. “SNYDER'S GLAD ACRES, Richmond. Michigan 





WRITE FOR FREE Deiphinium and Mum descriptive list 
and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, North 
Salem, Indiana 





Driftwood 


TLenAl oasteee AND Ah eB By 75 Calt- 
and 104 





HIGHEST RATED SYMPOSIUM, Novelty, ““All American 
Selection’ varieties. The finest in existence. Catalog on 
request. JEAN JOAN FARM, Belmar, New Jersey. 





USE MINIATURE Aue SMALL TYPE GLADS in your 
garden and ip your home. Free ca 300 varieties. 
ROGERS’ GLAD "GARDENS. Box 128K, Greenlawn. 
. L. New York 





‘ornia Floral Artists 
iiinetretious -Boaeaits - ppd. MRS. 
CHARLES SCHAFFER, Kinesbare, Calttors 





DAHLIAS—American, Foreign and old. Attractiy 
prices, large or small lots. List tes. HAZELHILL GAR. 
DENS, Rt. 2, Dallas, Oregon 


Epiphyllum 





DAHLIAS—BEight large flowering $2.50. All different. 
We specialize in Holland varieties. List free. HOLLAND 
DAHLIA GARDENS, R.R. 2, Holland, Michigan 


BOM1SS, eight large beauties $2; Mixed lost tag; 
fifteen for $2; Poms, Miniatures, twelve for $2; post- 
paid. A. MARTELL, 19 Allerton 8t., Quincy, Mass. 
DAHLIAS—Roots, Plants. gy Rng 
Pompon Seed—$ per hundred. .- 
; aia DAHLIA GARDENS, Woodelit? ae ew 
ersey 


DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, cutting, plants. American 
= Australian varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLIA 
ARDENS, Dept. F, Clayton, New Jerse 








Cutting, 
5 








AHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; Twenty varieties 
$s 00. All different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood. New Jersey 


DAHLIA PLANTS AND CUTTINGS—New and old varie- 
ties. Send for list. GAMSTON GARDENS, 593 Piermont 
Ave. River Vale, New Jersey. 


DOWN THE BEntsA PATH: Descriptive list of over 
three hundred and newest world-wide Dahlias. 
EMELENE M. COLE, 194 No. 9th, Coos Bay, Ore. 








ee ee La | A in bud—$3. ea, 2 for $5. 
express collect—de — oe 5. Choice co 
Free a ee ies BEAHM GARDENS. 


Dept. FG, 2686 Paloma . "Pasadena, California 





Evergreens 








BABY Lh ys ey age a pnaeme, Xmas 
Tree Stock, Price free. NEUNE EVERGREEN 
i ad Dept eG 368 Eicher Bel, Pittsburgh 
. a. 


EVERGREENS, a gy gg te | in baby 
sizes. Ornamental bs, trees, holli Send for free 
spring Catalog. GREEN RIDGE NURSERY, Madison 4, 








Fancy Leaf Caladiums 


Buy YourR new Varieties. Me — from the originator 
many 

from. “List with 
CALADIUM. 8& 
Tampa 3, Fla. 





for 
MALIST. 3102 Seminole Avenue, 





nes gag —Sntrodunins Carletta Rosa. See Honor Roll. 
tock M: endette, Prairie Fire. Free List. 
ROSEMARY "GARDENS, Martins Ferry, Ohio 


Flower Arrangers Supplies 





Dahlias on Honor Roll 





WRITE TO-DAY (PER AIRMAIL) for our free Dahlia 
booklet color-illustrated and listing our 1955 HONOR 
ROLL DAHLIAS and 450 varieties for exhibition. 
BALLEGO, Leiden, Holland 


MARCH 1956 


a vAusY. seen bulbs_1-1 inch 
or $2.75 Postpaid. H. J. 


L 
50 size 
$1 L HOVEN 
& BON. Ret “Benton ton Harbor, Mich, 


mi 
1.50 or 
80 





Greenhouses 





PRE-FABRICATED GREENHOUSES, all sizes. jy 

Complete “plaus™ and” detalis, write fore catalogue ‘156. 
e write for 

= a “SZ OOKER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngs- 

own 1, 0. 





REDWOOD ® «x 12'9” Gant: ~~ Greenhouse, every- 
thing complete above foundat neluding glass. only 
$225.00 delivered. STURDI- BU LT QREENHOU SE CO., 
11304 8.W. Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon 





Hardy Perennial Verbena 





Blossom, Field 
12 for $1. a 4 or 

for $6.00, Post; ee Me | when . 
KATE HARE Box 173, Fayetteriiie. 


DAZZLING RED—Pure White and Apple 
os lants, not cuttings, 

3. 25— 

MRS 
Georgia 





Herbs 





HERB PLANTS: Fascinating. Over 100 varieties. 0c 

for two attractive pamphiets listing plants and seeds 
lus cooking guide, THE POTTERS OF BARABOO, 
pt. f.g. Baraboo, Wise. 





panning SELECTED an ng may’ for flower ar- 
at t prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-37, Haw- 
thorne, New Yor! 
HAWAIIAN & “ATIVE hd ont ine ee: oS 
natural or c- a ; Ming Tree & 
usual Ceramic D wy Hand polished 
bases. Retail or ~~~ Lang price list with photos FREE. 
MINGCRAFT, Loomis, California 








Hibiscus Seeds 





HIBISCUS, at Blooms, White, 


grown, ywhere. ese 
Please. MARKS. GARDENS, 
Missouri 


Easi 
= packet, Hi 00. Cash 
Springfield. 
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Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





House Plants 


months, Sandy, Toast, —— 


NYLONS. each box UNCONDITIONALLY guaranteed two 
White, sheer and 6 


0 
auge. Check order. box $3.75, postpaid. 
tate size and color. KIRBY'S. 9825 Harford Road, 


Baltimore 34, Md 





Primroses 





HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice house- 
plants, Geraniums, Eee, Herbs, Perennials. Catalog 





AND UNU yo. GERANIUMS, Ivy, Begonias. 
A wide ment of house hours phints for all 


ae ae Send 104 for lst, deducted , t- order. 
_- NURSERIES, INC., Box 453, Kennebunk- 
port, aine. 





Insectivorous Plants 





COBRA Sr ye Californica) Giant insect 











Orchids 
WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GROW enemies? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring aa ey ~~ on cover; 
articles on all phases Orchi Sowing seed to 


making corsages; dividing, pane pia to peepagating 
back bulbs. Easy to understand. echnical double- 
talk. Your Orchid Folder expands to make room for more 
articles and listings sent periodically, DANTEL RYER- 
SON--FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Home- 
stead, Florida 





AMARYLLIS $8.50, Apepentinn 2. Nee Achimenes $2.00, 
Eucheris $10.00, Glorios aa Haemon- 
thus $25.00, Hedyehiums. gi. 00. aos 


5 kinds $3.00 
100 each. by 2 size bu Posted Free. Grehlas h —_ 
.00 & 50 313.00, Double ta 
00, & 25 Ectre Selected vars. 12°8 Reonted 


$50.00. 
ra $24. +4 Air. THE HIMALAYAN NURSERY, 





eating plant of Siskiyous. Seeds, $1.00 18” 
plants $3.00, Two te for $5.00 pp. COBRA 8. Box 
1, Grants Pass, Oregon 

Iris 

K 
DWARF {RiS—Alinda, Aurea ee Blue Topaz, 
thy nave Mist "Mist o Pink, 2 @- k ake. Litte ise ic 
auve Mis 8 nl egus, mn auve. airie 

ist, Tampa, Tiny Tony, Yellow Hellebores. Catalog 

Frilis: ‘Any’ Ten $3.00: eighteen. 00. Catalog. 


All Free 
DIEHL’S GARDENS, Box 307-F, Alamo, California 


FIELD CLEARANCE SALE—Ten Iris including RICH 
RAIMENT $2.50. Ten daylilies ineluding DA Ss, 
CABALLERO $2.50. ba] |, aS TOM CRAIG, R. 4, 
Box 315, Escondido, Calif. 


FREE COLOR CATALOG. bn Bearded Iris. Finest 
Washington Rhizomes. Introducing Gav Paree. Truly Fair. 
ete. Over 750 Varieties. EDEN ROAD =m GARDEN, 
P.O. Box 117, Wenatchee, Washington 


{RIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Large Washington — 
slants of finest ss, By + FREE 

ists upon rogmeg MELZER’S GARDEN, mst 
Edgewood, Walla Walla, AVachinnten 


1RIS-DAYLILIES. Send for our free eaiabog listing over 
500 world famous varieties. NORWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 
12043! 9 Hallwood, El Monte, California 


1,000 IRIS VARIETIES: tall, intermediate, dwa: 
and old many rare bargains; Free Catalogues; oan 
DINAL IRIS GARDENS, Hamilton, Indiana 




















CYMBIDIUM, bgp ogg i Gatti —eabere Ferns, 
LA HACIENDA DE 
BELLONA. 11720 Killian. ‘El * Monte, California 





Grow Openres « at home—profitable—fascinati: Year 
‘round, Maine Ca NO G (OUSE. 
Successful 


ete. home 
free ¢ shows how. FREE full details. FLOWER- 
ND, 4622 Wilshire. “Los Angeles 5, Calif. 





LARGE feyease CATTLEYAS. Spring Blooming. 
00 and $7. pecial Near Flowering Size Cattleya 
Hybrid Seedlings for ee 00 Free List, Dept. 2, FINCK 

RAL, 287, Kirkwood 22, Missouri 





LEARN ORCHID GROWING FROM my tees 

Jeateareotes expertly written 4th edition Orchids 
tpaid. Special offer: 12 novelty orchid. — to 

bioom ™ thin 6 months $5 postpaid. SAMUEL PRESNER, 
50-FH, Coral Gables, Florida 





MAGNIFICENT ORCHID COLLECTION. 
pkg.’’ contains \ choice flowering-size 8 
orchid plants. for only $22.50 ppd. FLECK’S 
ORCHIDS; Oswego, Oregon 


“Surprise 
eed! 





Lilies 








saentes. Cymbidiums, plants, seedlings and back- 
; Other varieties. Tropical Plants. Free og. 
HAWA wed NU ERY, 1551 Avalon Blvd., 

wil California 





AGAPANTHUS . Be 4 EUCHARIS - $12.00; Achi- 


menes - $2.00 $25.00; Gloriosa Rothschild- 
jana - $12 00: & ties 4 kinds rs Bg 
each. Top size bulbs. Posted Free. TWIN B B 
10006. Calcutta 25, India 





aS 





Lily Seed 


69 SPECIES—Hybrids, Conga, Greenhouse. Yew 
Azaleas., Holly, Tree s Complete catalogue ioe. 
RANSOM_ SEEDS. an Gabriel. California 


Magazines 











PRIMROSES: Choicest plants, seed. Shipped anywhere 
in U.S. Free price list. SPRING HILL FARM, P.O. 
Box 42, Gig Harbor, Wash. 





IN THESE peasy MONTHS OF SPRING, from pussy- 
willow to wild rose time, yy ma pe transform 
your shadier garden s of delight. From 
our t, original, si -#. I *Polyanthus to” ie new- 
est iniatures Asiatics, they a grown, 
northern-hardy perennials in countless shades and tints 


arden transplants, hand-pollinated seed 
Write for unusually illustrated = written book-catalog 
(free). BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Oregon 





Prize Awards 





PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 
and prices to THE HORNER . P. O. Box 85, 
Co., Pennsylvania 





Rhododendron 





pnesesgnones | (earolinianum), Mountain Ivy, Native 

paaeeed. Ls ruce. 3-4 Ft. Heavily 

Wee ae ay mess jacked. $32.50 Dozen $7.50 

~~ a free. NATURE'S GREENHOUSE, Tallu- 
‘alls 


RHODODENDRON MAXIMUM, jute Lara. _Hem- 
lock, Holly and Flame Azalea, 2-4 ft. 10—$3.00; 25— 

.00; 100—$20.00. Write for carloads and truckioads 
prices. J. F. NORRIS, Doeville, Tenn. 








Rose Bushes 





ROSEBUSHES, 
BLOOM! 2 

oned, patent 

EE full color rose folder and Price list, today! 

ROSEMONT NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Box 839, Tyler 


GUARANTEED TO LIVE AND 
year old top grade. Best of 





HYBRID TEAS—Floribundas—Climbers Popular ever- 
blooming Varieties. $6.95 per dozen postpaid. Free 
list. MeFARLANDS NURSERY 2809 W. Bow, Tyler, 








Seeds 





RARE ORCHIDS: Unusual Rw 4 5 for $5.00. 
Epidendrum Vitellinum, the Orchid $2.50. Odonto- 
lossum Cordatum, Brown a Gold $2.50. unestab- 
ished. FOR Laredo. Many others. List Free. TROPICAL 
PLANT COMPANY, RR 1, Box 258-G, Laredo, Texas 





SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 25 of Orchids. 
$2.00 on first $5.00 sie MOORE'S ORCHIDS, 


t 
P. 0. Box 757, Laredo, 





YARDA ours, $0.90 dozen. Epidendrum plants, B~ 3 
oa. $1.75 dozen. oo 


Woodros 
$1.00 am on Bird Paradise seeds $1.00 dozen. Di ~ 


tions, postage free. HAWATIAN GARDENS, Box 297-F 











JOE’S BULLETIN offers bulbs, plants, seed at half 
pogules catalog prices. Two years $1.00. Sample copy 
free. 360 S. Broad Street, Canfield, Ohio 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING Fearne The only 
—— regularly devoted to be! e garden- 
ular features include: el planting guide. 
Tropical plants, New equipment. Source of supply for 
plants, bulbs, seed, ete. Greenhouse news 
ment, Edited by a well-known author 
ing oe i-monthly, 1 year subseri fon—-6 issues 
$1.00; subscription—18 issues $2.00 UNDER 
GLASS, 2 "Main Street, Irvington, New York. (on the 
uds 








WRITE FOR LIST OF LARGE pleas TYPE bloom- 
ing age orchid plants 20 for $100. wholesale. C. M. 
KILIAN, 210 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham 9, Alabama 


Osh. GRASS BLUE SPRUCE: Loveliest evergreen in 
Ameri Directions. Liberal package 50c. FLANDER’S 
POPPY: Beautiful small Seri. “Package 25c. ROY 
ROGERS. West Arapahoe, Colo. 





po gp tenn GROWN SEEDS FROM ae oe 
and vegetables. Write for catalog. HORTO COR 
TION. “Salem 14, Massachusetts 


GARDEN SPECIALS, Fresh flower seed 8 packets 40c, 
on, Sample list. HOFFMAN E. 2324 So. Alta- 
Spokane, Wash. 





your . 
mont Blvd 





Sempervivums 








omeare, Pe © AND CHICKS 12 varieties. Labeled 
repaid, Over 100 different varieties. “‘Make a 
lobby Hardy ey MAC PHERSON 
GARDENS, 2920 Starr, Ohio 





50 DIFFERENT BEST —. $55.00, 25 different 
best orchids 2.00. ir. Price list free. 
GEEPEY'S FARM. ‘Siliguri Road. Kalimpong, India 





Pansy Plants 








MUSHROOM SPAWN (‘SEED’) plus complete in- 
structions various growing methods $1.00 Circular free. 
— co., FG, 641 South 19th, Newark New 
jersey 


ony LI BY iy % nee ate. Ker... one chart 
Sth St., Peta- 





jan California 





Nursery Stock 





be nie tm the best ony for your even, Wate 

ng. 
MOUNTAIN TOP VINEYARD. Be Route 1, Altus, Arkansas 
—oo— SS — === 


Of Interest To Women 





FREE ew — money makirg opportunity sewing 
various Ready Cut products. Your choice of projects 
Lean mf opportunity. THOMPSON'S, Loganville 13, 
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PANSY PLANTS—Super Swiss Giants, mixed colors, 
hardy field grown, spaty for immediate transplanting. 


Postpaid no C.0.D.’ 
$12.50, 1000—$20.00. RAGSDALE’ S PANSY GARDEN, 
1316 W. 5th, Tyler, Texas. 





Situations Wanted 





Paeransenal GARDENER wants position on private 
Life long snmpesienes, nationality Scotch. JOHN 
Rt. 1, Box 190, Libert lite TL 


Sparrow Traps 


DON’T FEED SPARROWS! Catch thousands with orig- 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big = savings guaranteed. 

particulars. ih! FARM SERVICE COMPANY. 
Box 7921, Chicago 13. Tilinois. 


Sphagnum Moss 





Z 








Hybrid Iri 95; 20-—$5.75 


HEMEROCALLIS, PEONIES, ORIENTAL Poppies, 
Pt MWELLS % 
Wholevaie—Retail List GARDENS, Washington: 








Praying Mantis 
PRAYING RANTS wee A 4 _ 288, case will 
hatch over Mantes fg a A Insect 
ly ¥ a. z to —— aa umans, SS 
1.00 ppd. Inst cruetiegs ineluded. DAVIS BROS. 
99, Lansdowne, Penna. 





PRAYING MANTIS, pees’ A 2 oe . oS 
per case. 6 cases $5.00. Bon 2 extra 
order if received before April’ ‘15th. THE L LITTLE GEM 
FARM, Box $024, Huntington, W. Va. 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, ground (shredded) for seed, cutting 

propagation. srouvalnebie publication - uses 

included. Peck $1.65, half bushel yr bushel $3.75 
& GARLAND, Pep Pa. 


E 





Strawberries 
STRAWBERRIES Bae IDEAL family income projects. 
One-tenth acre yields 650-900 quarts. ‘s 1956 Berry 
Book tells ‘the ‘beet varieties and i 


ow to Them. 
Free Copy. Write today. W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 
Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 


mips ge eg Superfection for berries this 
New methods with everbearers give outstanding 
results Allen’s 1956 Book Le aos varieties 
best methods. Free 
COMPANY, 12 Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 





Copy. Write today W. ALLEN 


FLOWER GROWER 





















. ae 

























































CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Strawberry Plants 





STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1956 Berry Book tells 
best varieties for home and market, and how to grow them. 
Free Copy. Write today W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 
Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland. 








Tomato Plants 





TOMATO. ONION, CABBAGE PLANTS. Also Pepper, 
Lettuce, Brocolli, _Ezgplant, Cauliflower, Sweet Potato. 
Write for FREE CATALOG with Bargain Offers. PIED- 
MONT PLANT CO.. Dent. 209C. Albany. Georgia 





Travel 





GARDEN HOTEL, Devonshire, England. First class 
Center Sea Front. Beautiful Sub-Tropical Garden. Write 
= prechens BELGRAVE HOTEL, Torquay, Devonshire, 
England 





Trees & Shrubs 





TREES & sheuse. Raise from seed for shade, wind- 
break, etc. FREE planting gyite. price list. WOODLOT 
SEED CO., Norway 15, Michigan 





Vegetable Plants 





TOMATO, ONION, CABBAGE PLANTS. Also Pepper, 
Lettuce, Broccoli, Eggplant, Cauliflower, Sweet Potato. 
Write for FREE CATALOG with BARGAIN OFFERS. 
PIEDMONT PLANT CO.. Dept. 209A. Albany. Georgia 


Violets 





FRAGRANT VIOLETS—Three Dollars, Postpaid. 5 
Double Lavender; 4 Giant Blue, Royal Robe. Free 
a ee CHITTENDEN’S, 933 Orchard. 
California 


RAINBOW COLLECTION FRAGRANT HARDY Vi0- 
LETS—2 each six named sunloving varieties attractively 
me 00. Gift packed in Bamboo Flower Basket 
tpaid. List. VISTA VIOLET FARM, 1211 

Monte View Drive, Vista, California 


6 ELK FRAGRANT PURPLE, 2 2 Rosina-Pink, 1 Double 
+ Fragrant. $3.00 postpaid. HAPPY VALLEY VIO- 
LET FARM, 4150 Old San Jose Road, Santa Cruz. Calif. 


Capitola, 








Water Lilies 





FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. Complete listings 
planting instructions. How to build pools. W 

of tropicals explained. Closed Sundays. 
WATER GARDENS, Rt. No. 1, Box 360A, 


U a 
California 








Wildflowers 


HEPATICA, BLOODROOT, Twinleaf, dozen, 
dozen mixed $2.50 Periwinkle. evergreen 
dozen $1.50. Postpaid. HENDER 
GARDENS, Greensburg, Indiana 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines. 
Free catalog. THREE LAURELS, Marshali, N. C. 

WILD FLOWERS AND FERNS to brighten a shady 


nook. Send today for Free catalogue. KE ROBIN 
FARM, R.D. No. 1, Home, Pennsylvania. 


WILDFLOWER SEEDS AND PLANTS. Many rare 
varieties. Send for list. LESLIES WILDFLOWER 
NURSERY, 30 Sumner Street, Methuen, Mass. 


BEAUTIFUL NATIVE PLANTS of the Great Plains— 
Rock Garden and border: Penstemons, creeping Phioxes. 
Evening Primrores, Clematises, Violets, Astragali, Anten- 
narias, Asters, Daisies, etc. aus Cacti, Shrubs. Bulb, 
Seed. Free catalog. CLAUDE BARR. Prairie Gem 
Ranch. Smithwick. South Dabetae 
Oo 





$2.00; 
groundcover, 
SONS BOTAN ICAL 

















Zoysia 





FREE ZOYSIA INFORMATION BOOKLET. Tells which 

Zoysia to. use; w to grow ysia faster at less cost, 

Oldest Zoysia company in U.S. Write today! BECK’S 

yy thon COMPANY, 802 N. College St., Auburn, 
abama 





“@ There is still time to register 
for the WILLIAMSBURG SYMPOSIUM. } 
Please turn to page 16 for details. 4{ 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 


A few extra tools count 


HEN IT COMES to working around 

\\) the garden, it takes a little more 

equipment than spades, rakes, 

hoes and tractors to make the work 

more enjoyable. Of course, there is the 

lawn mower. This is a big subject in 

itself and you can expect full coverage 

of mowers and lawn equipment next 
month. 

There are additional tools, too, which 
many gardeners have on their “must” 
list. The extra that tops my list of neces- 
sary items is the garden cart—I would 
be lost without mine. I prefer the cart 
because my garden isn’t as large as I 
would like it to be. If it were larger I 
would have a wheelbarrow in addition. 
The new garden-sized barrows with a 
rubber wheel are light in weight, easy to 
handle and carry a man-sized load. I 
have also seen motorized wheelbarrows 
in use and at garden supply trade shows. 
These are dandy for the chap with a few 
acres. 

As for other power tools, there are 
compost shredders or grinders. You 
would be amazed at how these machines 
chop and mix soil. It is also unbelieva- 
ble how much faster compost breaks 
down when the greens and other ma- 
terial are shredded before they are put 
on the heap. It stands to reason that if 
the bacteria can work on all sides of a 
smaller piece, it will be converted sooner 
than if they can only work on the outer 
surface of a large piece. 

It is not too late to start seedlings. 
In some sections of the country this is 
the time many of the early ones are 
started. There are several new things 


ve 


available for starting seeds which should 
help make the job more enjoyable. First, 
there are the new flats made of plastic 
material. These are light in weight, 
strong, rot-proof and easily stored. This 
year several seed-starting kits will be on 
the market. One contains the starting 
container made of aluminum with a 
supply of vermiculite. The other has the 
whole works from seed-starting flat to 
paper pots—it even includes some seed. 
You'll find all of these further described 


in the Products Directory on page 103. 

Labels are sometimes a garden prob- 
lem. In the spring we all have good in- 
tentions and try to get a label on every- 
thing. But what happens? After a few 
rains and a little cultivation the names 
just disappear from the label and we are 
then growing “just a pretty iris or day- 
lily or chrysanthemum” instead of a 
named variety. One solution is to re- 
cord everything in a notebook while you 
are planting. Sometimes, though, in the 
spring rush this isn't given much 
thought. The other solution is to get 
labels which will last and retain the 
marking. The new plastic labels cer- 
tainly last, and if the writing is done 
properly at planting time the name 
should remain legible throughout the 
season. Botanic gardens and universities 
use a metal strip with the name actually 
embossed on the strip. Some of these 
embossing machines are not practical 
for the average gardener, but there is a 
small hand model which is. This type 
of marking is excellent for shrubs, trees 
and roses. 

It takes more time and effort to keep 
up a small garden than it does a large 
one. This may sound like a rash state- 
ment, but let’s analyze it. On a large 
place if a few edges aren’t as neat as 
they should be, they won’t show up as 
much as they would if the place were 
small. Also, on a large place you can 
take advantage of all the power equip- 
ment—equipment which would be too 
large for the 50-by-100-foot garden. 
So, the small guy has to do a lot of 
hands-and-knees gardening and keep his 
place as neat as a pin. 

Although edging is a chore for the 
little guy, there is some help other than 
a package of band-aids for blisters. 
There are available metal strips which 
are inserted in the ground to keep the 
lawn where it belongs and out of the 
garden. I have tried these and can 
honestly say that they work. About a 
half-inch of the metal is left above 
ground so that the lawn mower can go 
over it—doing your trimming for you. 
Another thing I have found with these 
metal edgers is that the half-inch left 
above ground keeps a light mulch in 
place and also prevents water from 
running off the flower border onto walks 
and drives. 

Strolling through a garden store can 
be just as much fun as gardening. While 
there, why not take a look at the array 
of tools, as well as the plants offered. 
You may stumble on the one garden 
tool that will be your favorite for life. 

—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


175 





Learn to do it yourself and save with 
the advice of experts in every field! 
New catalog now available from— 


The Macmillan Company 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 


> 
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Magnificent Oriental Discovery 


A 


REE PEONY 


Exceedingly vigorous, 


tree-| 


tion). 
dance of giant peonies 
Lush 


often a foot across. 
foliage. 


y from the an- 
cient Han Dynasty, in- 


Start your outdoor 


garden indoors now 


SusTecnsrus BY VERRY -mense Fi trees FLOWERS and vegetables 


Fill a clay pot with fine soil to within 
Y inch of the top. Shake seed over the 


are every gardener’s dream. Ripe, 
sun-warmed tomatoes can never 

be had soon enough, and annuals such 
as petunias, which have very fine seed, 
are more successfully sown indoors than 
directly in the ground where they may 
be washed away by heavy spring rains. 
A sunny window, preferably in a cool 
room where the temperature doesn’t ex- 
ceed 65°, a clay pot and soil are all that 
are needed. A word of caution: gener- 
ally 4 to 6 weeks in advance of the time 
plants can safely be set outdoors is am- 
ple time to start seed inside. Too early a 
sowing will give weak spindly plants. 
A few vegetables and annuals which 


will gain by early sowing are tomato, 
cabbage, melon, pepper, petunia, aster, 
verbena, snapdragon, and vinca.® 


troduced in Europe in 
DEEP PINK 1787, but practically dis- 
DEEP CARMINE RED ‘ppeared. STASSEN is 
SILVERY ROSE proud to again make 
$3. 50 available, in limited 
ba EACH quantity, these historic 


one of each Peonies. 
pe dg y ol $9.50 Tree ies. Postpaid 


surface but do not sow too thickly. If 
sphagnum moss is used instead of soil, 
seedlings will need liquid fertilizer. 





ATALOG containing many 
shapes pee including CACTUS, 


GLADS, DAHLIAS, BULBS, PLANTS 


IT’S FREE 
Since 1874 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 


Dept. F, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 











GET PROTECTION &™ 
AGAINST CANKERWORM and 
other destructive pests this season 


IND TREES AND VINES 


RE 


TREE 
TANGLE FOOT 


* no climbing insects 
can beat this band 
New, modern package — sizes for large 
or small users. If your dealer cannot 
supply, write to the manufacturer. 


Che TANGLEFOOT 
COMPANY 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 














ALL-£ INCLUSIVE TOURS OF 


GARDENS OVERSEAS! 


Sicily @ Italy © Swiss-ttalian Lakes @ Riviera 
France @ Beigium © Holland @ England @ Wales 
treland @ Scotiand © Hawaii @ Japan @ Hong Kong 


For complete information and itineraries, write. 
JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 


Dept. FG-3, S16 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 
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Scatter fine soil or finely ground and 
moistened sphagnum moss over seed to a 
depth of about %4 inch. Firm with flat 
of hand or tamping block. Set pot in pan 
of water until surface of soil is moist. 


Grow seedlings in a window which re- 
ceives good light and sun. When the sec- 
ond pair of leaves appears lift carefully 
with pencil or knife blade, and transplant 
to single pots or several to a large pot. 


Cut several layers of paper to fit top of 
pot. Keep well soaked with water. Lift 
paper every day or so, and remove it as 
soon as seedlings begin to push through 
the soil. A glass cover may also be used. 


Make holes large enough to take roots 
without cramping. Firm soil around 
roots of each seedling. Water well and 
keep in shade for a few days. Then set in 
sun until ready to transplant outdoors. 





Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 


_ Red Vase Plant: The bromeliads are 
a varied and interesting plant group, and 
most of them have the happy faculty of 
getting along on very little care. The red 
vase plant is not quite as tough as some. 
However, good results will be had if the 
plant is given a rooting medium made up 
largely of coarse material, including char- 
coal, fern fiber and sphagnum; a resting 
period in winter (an occasional sprinkling 
of the foliage with water is about all the 
attention needed); and an abundance of 
moisture and heat during the growing 
period. 

The plant is characterized by a vase-like 
growth of mahogany-red leaves, with grace- 
fully arching sprays of blue-edged green 
flowers in pinkish bracts. Growing it is 
certain to be exciting. Alberts & Merkel 
Brothers, R.F.D. 6, Box 77, Jacksonville, 
Florida, have it. 

Begonia Snowdrop: It is an interesting 
journey to follow the evolution of Begunia 
semperflorens forms since the species was 
crossed with B. Schmidtiana in 1878 to 
increase floriferousness; down to the time 
in 1934 when pompon-flowered forms of 
dwarf to semi-dwarf habit appeared in 
Sweden, I believe, as a result of crossing 
some semperfiorens forms with B. fuchsi- 
vides floribunda. Since then many other 
colors have been added to the double- 
flowered dwarfs, including a number of 
pure white ones. It would be foolhardy 
to point out the best of these whites, but 
I am sure you will not be disappointed by 
the performance of SNowpRoP, one of the 
features of Pauer’s Greenhouses, R.F.D. 1, 
Box 184, Waukesha, Wisconsin. What 
makes it so desirable is the prodigious 
number of small white balls which are 
continuously produced among the leaves. 

Midget Muskmelon: A midget variety 
has to be more than merely small to in- 
terest me. Thus a tiny muskmelon would 
be no more than an aggravation to a lover 
of these fruits if it did not have other 
qualities. So I was rather reluctant to 
try the new MINNESOTA MIDGET musk- 
melon which was developed by the 
University of Minnesota Horticultural De- 
partment and made available by Farmer 
Seed & Nursery Company, Faribault, Min- 
nesota. It produced muskmelons less than 
4 inches in diameter of very good quality, 
on vines a little more than 2 feet long 
in just about two months. This fully con- 
vinced me of its value to the Northern 
gardener, to the operator of a small gar- 
den, and to the one who wants a good 
muskmelon quickly. 

Endive Deep Heart: A prominent seeds- 
man told me last fall that a spot check 
of vegetable seed orders of the previous 
spring revealed that only one order in six 
included endive. That is not as it would 
be if all gardeners realized the value of 
endive (escarolle, if you prefer) as a fall 
and early winter salad. Try the following 


plan, using the variety Deep HEART, to 
see what you have been missing. Sow seeds 
in June, and thin to a foot apart in the 
row. The secret of high quality is never 
to allow the plants to suffer from lack of 
moisture and an occasional application of 
liquid manure. If the plants do not blanch 
as you would like, invert large pots over 
them in September. Remove those not used 
by freezing weather to a coldframe or 
dark cellar. Available from W. Atlee 
Burpee Co. 

Sweet Pea Little Sweetheart: The dwarf 
sweet pea, LITTLE SWEETHEART, which I 
had last year from L. L. Olds Co., Madi- 
son 1, Wisconsin, was a pleasant surprise. 
Dwarf sweet peas that I have grown here- 
tofore have had one or more drawbacks, 
such as small flowers, paucity of blossoms, 
or short flowering period. LittLE SwEET- 
HEART had none of these in our trials; in- 
stead they freely produced their large, 
Spencer-like flowers over a long period. 
They were especially delightful when used 
as a pot plant. Your favorite seedsman will 
no doubt have it this year, and I notice 
that George W. Park Seed Co., Green- 
wood, S. C., has it listed in separate colors. 

Chrysanthemum Heros Jean Guizonnier: 
The French have not been standing still 
while other countries were making their 
contributions to the chrysanthemum pa- 
rade, as I was pleased to see last fall in 
northern Ohio. Thus, the variety HERos 
JEAN GUIZONNIER shows that the French 
are right at the forefront, especially in size 
of flower. Blossoms 6 or 7 inches across, 
without disbudding, were not uncommon. 
The color, a pretty rosy-purple, and the 
quilted petals all added up to an outstand- 
ing chrysanthemum. A. Ladygo Nursery, 
4800 Van Epps Road, Cleveland 9, Ohio, 
has it and a number of other novelties. 

Plus-X Cactus Zinnia: As someone said 
last year in FLOWER GROWER (January °55 
p. 70) the multiple-hybrids hold much 
promise for gardeners. If you want proof 
of that statement try the new F, zinnia 
which Decker is introducing this year 
under the name of PLus-X Cactus zinnia. 
It will be available from many leading 
seedsmen including Burnett-Seedsmen, Inc., 
23-25 Warren Avenue, New York 7, N. Y. 
Try planting it in the good soil of the 


vegetable garden, where its mixed colors - 


(white to red, through pinks, creams and 
yellows) will not interfere with any of your 
cherished color schemes, and the plants 
will produce an abundance of excellent 
cutting material in the form of cactus 
zinnias to 6 inches in width. 

Rosa Rugosa Frau Dagmar Hartopp: 
Of ail roses of recent introduction, I 
can think of none at the moment that 
holds more promise of usefulness in 
Northern gardens than the new rugosa 
hybrid, Frau DaGMaR Hartopp. It has 
the typical rugosa foliage, which means no 
trouble from black spot, which in turn 


means that you can grow it without stand- 
ing over the plant from spring till winter 
with a spray-gun in hand. It also means 
hardiness to withstand most Northern win- 
ters. Then think of the useful roles it can 
play with a stature of 15 to 18 inches and 
a summer-long production of lovely silvery- 
pink rugosa roses. (Wayside Gardens, 
Mentor, Ohio.) 

Aster Powderpuff: Because most of our 
annual trials, planted in the vegetable gar- 
den far beyond the reach of the hose, 
burned up in the devastating dry, hot 
weather of last summer, this report on the 
new POWDERPUFF asters is based on a 
planting in a friend’s garden- where annuals 
are highly respected. My first impression 
was that here was an aster of wonderful 
cutting qualities, and the impression grew 
and grew during the season as each base- 
branching plant sent up as many as fifteen 
2-foot stems bearing lovely powderpuff 
asters to 3 inches or more across. When 
the different colors’ are segregated, the 
strain will be even more useful for cutting, 
but even now its wide range of pinks, blues, 
reds and white are most useful. The seeds 
in my friend’s garden came from John A. 
Salzer Seed Company, LaCrosse, Wiscon- 
sin. 

Tomato Wisconsin 55: The summer of 
1955 will go down in the garden history of 
this section (Michigan) as a severe test of 
tomatoes’ ability to take adverse weather 
conditions. I think they had to contend 
with every disease to which a tomato is 
subject. Stem-end rot was the worst I 
have ever seen, some varieties suffering 
more than 60 per cent loss. The new 
variety WISCONSIN 55, which we had from 
L. L. Olds Seed Company, Madison, Wis- 
consin, was an outstanding exception in 
its resistance to this malady, and showed 
other traits which entitle it to further trials. 
Among these was a heavy production of 
large, smooth, fleshy, high-quality fruits. 
Its ripening season of seventy five days puts 
it in competition with RutTGers, which 
heretofore has been our favorite juice 
tomato. 

Pea Burpeeana Early: I do not propose 
to get into an argument with proponents 
of other early pea varieties, but I should 
like to advance a few words of endorse- 
ment for Burpee’s rather new variety, 
BURPEEANA EarLy (W. Atlee Burpee Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Clin- 
ton, Iowa). That does not mean that | 
go back on BLuE BANTAM and LITTLE 
MarvEeL, the first for its superb quality 
and the second for sureness of producing a 
good crop of high quality. Now we can 
add BURPEEANA Ear Ly to the list, knowing 
that it will give us a heavy quality crop of 
large peas in large pods. You should plant 
these early-maturing varieties as soon as 
possible in spring so they will mature 
before hot weather overtakes them, espe- 
cially if you garden on light sand.® 
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FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


Spring forecast of arrangements 
from a box of florist’s flowers 


Our enthusiasm for gnarled wood or tropical leaves will never eclipse 
our delight in the cheerfulness, beauty and fragrance of fresh flowers. 
A modest order of spring flowers each week—whatever your florist has 
—perks up the house with an ever changing accent from room to room 


by MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


A variety of designs will be inevitable when 
you use mixed sizes and shapes. of plant ma- 
terial. Colors can be selected from a group of 
florist’s flowers according to your containers. 
This Persian copper bowl needs a heavy arrange- 
ment. Lemon and laurel leaves add weight, 
making possible the bright accent of two tulips. 


The silhouette always attracts special attention, and it is espe- 
cially suited to the soft clusters of blossoms and the strong curve of 
these two Japanese cherry branches. A Japanese tea cannister is 
fitting as a container. Its glossy white surface reflects light on the 
flowers and adds to their airy grace. The upward curve of the can- 
nister bottom complements the design. The ceramic piece on the left 
adds balance and the simple wooden base helps to unify the design. 





An effective container is made from a 
brass box when it is placed on a wooden 
block of the same length and width 
(above). The raised lid forms a back- 
ground for the flowers in the center. Ar- 
ranged in a horizontal design which goes 
well with the container, only six short- 
stemmed snapdragons and a very few 
daisies complete the arrangement. This 
type of arrangement is especially attrac- 
tive when it is placed beneath a lamp. 


A feeling of spring is created in the ar- 
rangement at the right. Only four daffo- 
dils with their own foliage and some pussy 
willows form a rhythmical design which 
is full and complete. The expanse of the 
wall space and the table top here have in- 
fluenced the height of the tallest branch. 
The sharp silhouettes of the foliage and 
pussy willow branches form a sweeping 
curve which is beautifully balanced by the 
long flat ceramic container. The smooth 
texture of the container contrasts well 
with that of the bamboo mat underneath. 


ARRANCEMENTS BY MARCET COCHRANE COLE; 











Kk One Application Of 


NOW EVEN IN SANDY, 
CLAYEY, PROBLEM SOIL 


..and you'll have a 


GORGEOUS LAWN 


Beautiful Garden-Show flowers; 
Bushels of Prize Vegetables; Lovely, 
Healthy Plants, Shrubs, Trees, 
Hedges; and Luscious Fruits! 


Se 2ice 18 Why... 


Glorion gives your soil everything 
in one simple application! It supplies 
calcium, organic-origin carbon-humus, 
nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, and 
micro-nutrient trace elements IN A 
HIGHLY AVAILABLE NEW CONCEN- 
TRATION. All the essential growth 
elements are released when it mixes 
with your soill That's why Glorion 
changes barren, hard, dry. unproduc- 
tive soil into PRODUCTIVE, FRIABLE, 
LOAMY TOP SOIL! ... AND HELPS 
KEEP IT THAT WAY! 


" ODORLESS + » FREE-FLOWING 
Nitrogen CARBON “ Anti-Acid 


Phosphorus Calcium 
Potassium - 


Micro-Nutrient trace elements: Manganese, 
Zinc, Boron, Molybdenum, Copper, Cobalt. 


Wwe $1.28—5 lbs. * $3.25—25 lbs. 


iain gage 
Mf LIF E Rae 


}}) today from your Nursery 
or Garden Center. 





FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK, CONTINUED 


When attention is paid to proportion, a few flowers can gain considerable im- 
portance. In the arrangement above, roses, sweet peas, a geranium blossom and 
two snapdragons are grouped close together in a softly rounded design. They 
are composed in a goblet tightly enough so that the arrangement conforms to 
the shape of the silver accessories and to the space on the rounded table top. 


A muffin warmer with its lid rolled back becomes the container for this freely 
arranged bouquet of lilies, anemones, tulips, carnations, snapdragons, gladiolus 
and stocks. Tulip leaves provide contrast and better define the outline of the 
flowers. The wide horizontal spread of the arrangement is well suited to the 
large bowl of the muffin warmer container and fills the space on the table. 
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Red Rich Grawberty 


PLANT THIS SPRING— PICK BERRIES THIS SUMMER! 


For five years Red Rich has been the everbearing strawberry sensa- . 
tion. It’s the ideal strawberry for the home garden. Here’s why: wa Grow red rich 


HIGH YIELD Bears early because it is resistant to spring id like these 


frosts. Bears fruit the very first year and these husky plants can af 

produce a full quart of berries the second year. ; Paul Barton, shown here in his 
; Elkhart, Indiana garden, has 

SUPERIOR QUALITY Extra large, top quality berries. 


: averaged a quart per plant 
Honey sweet and firm. Deep, rich red clear through. In a midwest ' from his Red Rich. To satisfy 


university test Red Rich was rated best of twenty-nine everbearing his gardening curiosity he kept 
varieties. his original plants for four 


5 years with excellent results. To 
TOP FREEZER In university tests Red Rich proved one , 


be sure, he again replanted with 
of the best for freezing. Retains wonderful color and delicious i Red Rich everbearing strawberry 


flavor. Mouth-watering shortcakes all winter. a plants in the fall of 1955. 
BEAUTY The tall, vigorous plants with dark green foliage 
make ideal borders along walks or as garden edgings. of WE PREPAY POSTAGE 
12 Arse $ 2.95 25 Plants $ 5.00 
50 Plants 8.50 100 Plants..... 15.00 
ween to rl gl o ei 250 Plonts..... 32.50 500 Plants 
; PLANTS GUARANTEED 





BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO., 129-3 Galesburg, Michigan 


Please send me Postpaid: + alll ovRAMis Circular Terraced 
Red Rich everbearing strawberry plants Garden. Large four 


terrace aluminum PYRAMID. Six feet in 
PYRAMIDS Rie diameter. Complete instructions. Recom- 
(J Free copy of your complete Garden Catalog 3 mend 50 everbearing strawberry plants. 
POSTPAID, without plants. .... .$9.95 
Name 





Address Be sure to get your FREE COPY of our complete Garden 
Catalog. 64 pages including seeds, bulbs, perennials, house 
City ‘ plants, trees, shrubs, roses and fruits. Use the coupon. 
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“+ YOUR LAST CHANCE TO ENJOY 
THE WORLD’S FINEST FLORIBUNDA 


IN YOUR GARDEN THIS YEAR! 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
660 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Please send me at the proper planting time for my locality 

SPARTAN Rose Bushes. ($2.75 each; 3 for $7.20; 
12 for $28.80). Include, FREE with my order, your help- 
ful “Home Garden Guide.” 


I enclose $.............. in full payment, 
WME. co ctecccsecoerecccsocvesccccccccsceeceeccecesceece 


AOUIOSE. ccc reve seccevrevesecccesepesesccccceccceceseees 


nis 6a daa A DERE «0s ecbhenes ements Pe | pry ree eee 
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®@ Bursts Into Bloom Month After Month 
All Season Long! 


® Produces Whole Bouquets of Longer 
Stemmed, Hybrid Tea Shaped, 
Fragrant Roses! 


@ Grows Anywhere Without Special 
Care—Hardy and Disease-Resistant 
Beyond Compare! 


EVER before a Rose like this! For sheer beauty, breathtaking 

color, exquisite form, profusion of bloom, exceptional hardi- 

ness—for a combination of all the qualities looked for in any type 
of rose, Spartan simply can’t be beat! 


The unusually lovely flowers start displaying their stunning beauty 
early in the season . . . as scores of gorgeous burnt-orange buds 
begin to appear on the attractive plant. Slowly, the buds open .. . 
revealing large high-centered hybrid-tea-shape blooms—with 35 to 
40 petals each . . . starting a sparkling warm ORANGE-RED 
color! Think of it! Blooms that jook like prized Hybrid ‘Teas, as 
big as Hybrid Teas—yet produced by the hundreds on a single 
bush! And these blooms retain their beauty right to the end... 
finally softening to a charming reddish-coral color. 
ORDER NOW—SEE IT BLOOMING IN YOUR GARDEN THIS JUNE! 
But the color is only part of Spartan’s beauty . . . there’s a sweet 
old Rose fragrance, too . .. and long, long cutting stems! Without 
question, here is one of the most beautiful, hardiest Floribundas 
ever created! Enjoy it in your garden this June. But order now— 
as our “first year” supply is almost gone! Mail coupon today. 
PRICES: $2.75 each—3 for $7.20—12 for $28.80 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
World's Largest Rose Growers - Newark, NEW YORK 





